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Dear Friends!

In 2012 the world’s three largest powers – China, Russia, and the United States – held 
national elections, and saw changes occur in their governments, including in those agencies 
responsible for environmental protection. In Russia, a new mechanism for public participa-
tion in decision-making – «Open Government» – was implemented, and our experts are 
participating actively in this process.

In 2012, the President of Russia affi rmed the Principles for State Environmental Policy. We 
at WWF proposed developing such a document during a meeting with Russia’s president 
in 2010, and now, fewer than two years later, our country has set its fi rst goals for what we 
hope to achieve in protecting the natural environment.

Land of the Leopard National Park was created in Primorsky Krai, twelve years after our 
proposal, and now the Far eastern leopard has reliable protection. For us at WWF-Russia, 
probably the most dramatic event was wide-scale support for our draft law to protect 
oceans from oil pollution, a time when 120,000 people signed an internet petition during 
Earth Hour. It was especially welcome that the State Duma approved this law prior to New 
Year’s Eve. This is our fi rst use of such a signature-gathering mechanism, and we will defi -
nitely continue this practice in 2013. You can read more about this on page 30. 

There was also saddening news – the Arctic is heating more quickly than the remainder of 
the planet, and September saw the smallest ever sea ice extent in the history of its record-
ing. In other words, the home of the Polar bear and Walrus continues to be destroyed at a 
headlong pace. It’s comforting that in this regard, at least oil and gas companies (BP, Shell, 
and Gazprom) have delayed their plans to extract hydrocarbons on the Arctic shelf, and 
Total’s CEO publicly announced that such works would be premature.

Last year we also sadly lost Gennady Zherebkin before his time – our colleague, friend, and 
the director of our Environmental Legislation programme in the Amur offi ce.

In the pages of this report you can read many interesting stories: how European bison were 
set free to roam beyond the borders of a state nature reserve, how leopards took up perma-
nent residence in Russia, discover the fate of an orphaned Polar bear cub, and other stories.

By the Russian president’s decree, 2013 will be the Year of Environmental Conservation, 
and WWF-Russia plans to address even more serious environmental issues and to under-
take new projects. Having collected signatures in support of a law to protect our oceans 
from oil pollution and seeing it through to its passage, we’ve proven that with your support 
we can solve almost any challenge. Don’t miss the opportunity to participate in our 
success!

Igor Chestin
Director of WWF-Russia
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Biology Academician, 

Russian Academy 
of Natural Sciences
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Dear Friends!
The public’s outlook on protecting biodiversity and the planet’s climate – WWF’s primary 
goals – can be seen in society’s level of development and education, as well as the nation’s 
present day affairs. WWF-Russia’s 2012 Annual Report indicates that despite a diffi cult 
socio-economic situation, there are clear successes in nature protection, as well as progress 
in society. Public attention to and participation in WWF’s work (including, in part, fi nan-
cial support) is growing. Much greater attention is paid to nature and ecology in developed 
democratic countries; this is the direction our society must travel in its next stage of devel-
opment. In a comparison of Russia with other BRICS countries, public support for WWF is 
greater in Brazil, Indonesia, and South Africa, but less than in India and China.

Today we are having success protecting tigers, leopards, and European bison, developing 
sustainable fi sheries, and conducting an entire series of other important projects to protect 
Russia’s nature. These affi rming steps can also be observed in a number of important ecore-
gions – the Arctic, Altai-Sayan, and in the Far East.

WWF-Russia’s report is interesting and intended, fi rst and foremost, for the wider public. 
Anyone reading this report should consider selecting the best way to get involved in devel-
oping civil society in our country, because nature conservation is a part of public choice and 
societal interest that stands opposite private or commercial interests. Protecting biodiversity 
and preventing climate change in Russia protects the way of life for future generations and 
illustrate our responsibility for the fate of the planet and humanity overall and our rightful 
place in global civilization.
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WALRUS!

>>> Plant and animal species that are rare or even 
threatened with extinction are the most delicate and 
important part of our planet’s biological diversity. 
The loss of even one of these species in an ecosystem 
can lead to the destruction of the system’s integrity 
and sustainability and sometimes even to its destruc-
tion. In order to preserve rare species and support 
the viability of their populations WWF supports the 
establishment of protected areas that limit the use of 
natural resources. Environmental «corridors» con-
nect these areas to create environmental networks.

WWF’s goal is to create the conditions that allow for stable popula-
tions of priority species – Polar bear, Walrus, Amur and Persian ti-
gers, Far Eastern and Persian leopard, Snow leopard, Argali moun-
tain sheep, European bison, and Cheetah – relative to the natural 
capacity of their habitats. 
In addition to establishing new protected areas and supporting existing ones 
through its projects, WWF also works to:
• Optimize legislation, including preparation of a new Red Book in Russia;
• Develop and implement national strategies and action plans to protect prior-
ity species;
• Implement environmentally sound natural resource use methods in the habi-
tats of priority species and create environmental «bridges» between protected 
areas that account for climate change;
• Facilitate legal and practical support for the fi ght against poaching.

WWF-Russia and SkanEx, an engineering and tech-
nical centre, launched an innovative new project for 
walrus satellite monitoring in July. The project’s main goal is 
to assess the current status of the species, identify key haulouts, and document 
the more important walrus habitats needing protection in light of commercial 
development of the Arctic shelf. Many detailed satellite images of the coastline 
and the islands of the Barents, Bering, Eastern Siberian, Laptev, and Kara Seas 

will be used to inventory the habitats of the three 
Walrus subspecies – Atlantic, Laptev, and Pacifi c.
All satellite data will be made publicly accessible via 
the «Satellite Images -Walrus of the Arctic» website. 
Anyone can view these images and when a walrus or 
potentially suitable haulout site is identifi ed, you can 
submit the information to project organizers. 
Read more at www.wwf.ru/about/what_
we_do/species/walrus/search and 
www.projects.scanex.ru/wwf
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WWF's programme to restore the 
European bison population in the 
Caucasus continues: in the fall 9 bison 
arrived in Tseyskiy Refuge in Northern Ossetia from 
the breeding facility in Prioksko-Terrasny State Na-
ture Reserve and 8 more went to Teberdinsky State 
Nature Reserve in Karachaevo-Cherkessia from Ok-
sky State Nature Reserve. These moves were made 

possible thanks to WWF cooperation with the governments of the Republics of 
Northern Ossetia-Alania and Karachaevo-Cherkessia as well as the support of 
Resorts of the Northern Caucasus Company. The new residents of the refuge and 
nature reserve were kept semi-contained in specially equipped enclosures. This 
was necessary for the animals to adapt and develop a herd hierarchy. Following 
that period, the bison were released into the nature reserve.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10265

In October a pair of Persian leopards arrived in 
Sochi National Park from the Lisbon Zoo. Following 
training in independent life skills in the wild, their offspring will be released 
to form a new leopard population in the Russian Caucasus. At some point, the 
Persian leopard was extirpated by humans in this region. The Russian Minis-
try of Natural Resources is implementing a programme to restore the species 
in collaboration with Sochi National Park, Kavkazsky State Nature Reserve, 
Severtsov Institute for Ecology and Evolution (Russian Academy of Sciences), 
WWF-Russia, and the Moscow Zoo. The Portuguese spotted guests fl ew in to 
Moscow and then on to Sochi on Transaero Airlines’ airplanes. They took up 
residence in the Rehabilitation Centre alongside 4 leopards that arrived several 
years ago from Turkmenistan and Iran and so far have simply been assessing 
each other visually. Unlike the other long-term residents of the Centre, the Lis-
bon leopards are a bonded pair that has already produced 3 litters. As a result 
there is optimism that soon another litter of 4 to 6or more cubs will appear and 
become the nucleus of a northern population.
WWF thanks the supporter that gathered the team to design and assemble 
the adaptation enclosure for the leopards in Kavkazsky State Nature Reserve. 
The enclosure could be put to use as early as next year for reintroducing 
animals. 

You can view the 
leopards on the Re-
habilitation Centre’s 
webcam at 
www.leopard.ru.
Read more at www.
wwf.ru/resources/
news/article/10307

POPULATION 
OF EUROPEAN BISON 

GROWS 
IN THE CAUCASUS

RELOCATING 

TO THE 
CAUCASUS
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Poaching incidents have decreased by 20% in Altai 
Republic and Western Tuva since 2010. WWF experts con-
nect this to the start of a project conducted jointly with Citi Fund to develop 
alternative income sources for the local population. In 2012 over 700 people 
received training in business development and the production of specifi c items, 
and approximately 200 people worked with consultants on fi nancial manage-
ment in tourism. Of the 40 applications submitted, over 1.7 million roubles 
were paid out in fi nancial support! This work is ongoing.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9088 and www.
wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9458

In 2012, the number of poachers’ snares has 
dropped by two-thirds in key snow leopard habitat 
in the Argut River valley in Altai, and in Sayano-Shushensky Nature Reserve 
in Krasnoyarsk Krai anti-poaching teams removed and destroyed 450 snares 
(in 2008, 1,400 snares were found in that same area). Every year in the Altai 
and Sayan Mountains up to 10 snow leopards fall victim to this barbaric and 
illegal form of hunting. Thanks to support from WWF and M-VIDEO Company 
the Altaisky, Sayano-Shushensky, and Ubsunurskaya Kotlovina State Nature 
Reserves acquired equipment and gear needed to protect snow leopards. Ongo-
ing and targeted work by operational teams against snare poachers has shown 
results: surveys conducted with WWF support in Sayano-Shushensky Nature 
Reserve indicate that the number of snow leopards remains stable here.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9088 and www.
wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9458

The fi rst photographic evidence of snow leopards 
in the Argut River valley (Altai Republic) has been 
obtained. In the spring camera traps purchased with support from WWF 
supporters and partner organizations and were installed near Mount Belukha. 
Not long thereafter the fi rst predator was «caught» in the camera’s trap. There 
were just 50 pictures taken of these rare cats, and these pictures identifi ed 
2 specifi c snow leopards. A similar project to monitor snow leopards is suc-
cessfully underway in southwestern Tuva in collaboration with Ubsunurskaya 
Kotlovina Nature Reserve and local herders. Thanks to the help of local resi-
dents, researchers have obtained new data about the distribution and numbers 

of snow leopards as well as beautiful pictures of 
these animals that live alongside herders’ camps on 
Tsagan-Shibetu Ridge.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/9785 and www.wwf.ru/resources/
news/article/9422
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Kyrgyzstan’s Prime Minister Omurbek Babanov 
cancelled a decree made by the Republic’s govern-
ment aiming to expropriate land for gold mining 
in Sarychat-Ertash State Nature Reserve. The nature 
reserve’s territory, home to snow leopards, argali sheep, and other rare spe-
cies is crossed by the enormous Kumtor gold deposit. The seizure of this land 
and licensing of exploratory works in the reserve are in contradiction with 
another decree issued by the Kyrgyz Republic according to which «the transfer 
of lands within protected areas to other categories can occur with the presence 
of a positively-concluded government environmental impact report and other 
assessments». Furthermore, it is permissible only if «their intended use is no 
longer possible due to the loss of their nature conservation, scientifi c, cultural 
and historical, or any other defi nition of special value». The Prime Minister’s 
order was preceded by numerous calls-to-action by environmentalists, the 
public, and the media, initiated by WWF. Moreover, WWF organized a visit to 
the nature reserve for parliamentarians during which they observed 1,500 ar-
gali sheep in the location where gold mining was scheduled to take place. This 
became the main factor infl uencing the problem’s solution.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9905

The population of Altai argali 
mountain sheep has remained at 
stable levels in the Altai-Sayan 
Mountains. Data from population surveys 
conducted in the autumn in the transboundary 
zone of Altai Republic, Tuva, and western Mongolia 
support this conclusion. Colleagues in Mongolia 
and from Altaisky and Ubsunurskaya Kotlovina 
Nature Reserves spent 3 weeks surveying argali 

habitat on Sailyugem, Chikhachev, and Tsagan-Shibetu Ridges, as well as 
Mongun-Taiga Massif and its foothills.
1,948 (of which 427 were in Russia) individual argali were observed in the sur-
veyed area. Russian argali reside mainly on Sailyugem and Chikhachev Ridges, 
while their Mongolian neighbors prefer the Mongun-Taiga foothills. Argali 
surveys have been conducted regularly in the Altai-Sayan region since 2003. 
Over this period, the data shows stable growth in the population of this trans-
boundary zone between Russia and Mongolia. 
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10457

WWF continues research begun in 2011 on the in-
terrelationship of Chukotka’s indigenous and Polar 
bears. This research will help to understand when and why Polar bears are 
hunted, as well as to identify the degree to which people know about efforts by 
government agencies to facilitate the traditional rights of indigenous peoples 
to hunt Polar bears and what is being done to protect the bear population. 
Surveys conducted by experienced marine hunters of local residents showed 
that bears regularly visit coastal villages and result in confl icts with humans. 
People attempt to address the issue peacefully, but that is not always possible. 
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Polar bear hunting is very strictly forbidden, but traditional hunting continues, 
although not at the same levels as in the 90s: in 2012 approximately 30 ani-
mals were killed. 
WWF presented the results of this study at a meeting of the US-Russia Polar 
Bear Commission. The information gathered over a two-year period will be 
shared with the Chukotka branch of the Pacifi c Fisheries Scientifi c Research 
Centre (TINRO) in order to develop an action plan for Polar bear conservation 
in Chukotka.

In 2012, 40 observers from 14 villages and 5 polar 
stations tracked the migration of Polar bears and 
protected birthing dens from poachers across a vast 
landscape from the mouth of the Indigirka River to 
the Bering Strait. This year Nenets Autonomous Okrug joined WWF’s 
«Bear Patrol» project: information about bears arrived from the village of Am-
derma and Vaygach Island.
Bear Patrols, established by WWF in 2006, studied the landscape during bear 
migration and the period when bear sows leave the den with their cubs. They 
also fi ght poaching, track the population’s condition, protect walrus haulouts, 
and conduct environmental education. 
During an antipoaching patrol on the archipelago near the Bear Islands in 
northern Yakutia, patrol teams documented 5 birthing dens and rescued an 
orphaned bear cub that they named Kolymana (after Kolyma Bay).
The Bear Patrol’s work is made possible thanks to annual support from Coca-
Cola. In 2012, Panasonic also gave fi nancial support to Polar bear conserva-
tion. Yves Rocher, Briz Control, Direktoria-New Marine Port, Mark Analytical, 
the Equipment for Cutting and Welding Company, ICS Travel Group, RESTRA, 
Groupon, and URSA participated in WWF’s «Adopt a Polar Bear» event (www.
wwf.ru/business/belmed).
Read more at www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/species/polarbear/
umka-patrol

Today no fewer than 3,600-3,800 Mongolian dzeren 
antelope live in Zabaikalsky Krai. This is approximately 1,500 

more than were count-
ed in 2011. The annual 
population survey con-
ducted by Dauria State 
Nature Reserve with 
WWF support indicated 
that, unlike in the previ-
ous year, when at the 
end of June, 6-8 of ev-
ery 10 immature dzeren 
died due to extreme 
heat, this year’s crop of 
young was good. Almost 
all females raised off-
spring successfully. 
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WWF experts helped to develop a draft conserva-
tion strategy for Far Eastern leopards in Russia – 
currently being considered by Russia’ Ministry of 
Natural Resources. This new strategy should replace the previous 
one approved in 1998 and is mostly completed at this point. The new strat-
egy is based on the latest data regarding leopard biology and ecology, as well 
as current expertise regarding this predator’s conservation and habitat. The 
document thoroughly explains existing environmental conservation legislation 
and describes current cutting edge methodologies for population surveys and 
research techniques for this rare species. 
Read more at www.www.wwf.ru/resources/publ/book/530

A unique Far Eastern leopard «passport» process is 
being publicized for the fi rst time since it began 10 
years ago. Photographs of at least half of this leopard’s population – the 
rarest cat on the planet – have been assembled into one atlas following 10 
years of camera-trap monitoring. Experts from the Far Eastern branch of the 
Academy of Sciences, WWF, Wildlife Conservation Society, the Institute for 
Sustainable Natural Resource Use, and Kedrovaya Pad State Nature Reserve 
conducted this research.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9953

Over the last 5 years, the population of Amur tigers 
in Primorsky Krai has stabilized. Government monitoring of 
Amur tigers resulted in that fi nding following research over the winter of 2011-
2012. The research was conducted by the Primorsky Krai Administration for 
the Protection, Monitoring, and Regulation of Wildlife in cooperation with the 
Far Eastern branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Kedrovaya Pad State 

Nature Reserve, and 
WWF experts. Despite 
the overall stabilization 
of the tiger popula-
tion, WWF experts are 
concerned about the 
animal’s population in 
areas where poaching is 
problematic or inten-
sive commercial logging 
is underway and ad-
ditional conservation 
measures are needed.
Read more at 
www.wwf.ru/
resources/news/
article/9286

STRATEGY 

FOR THE 
LEOPARD

PORTRAITS 
OF LEOPARDS
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Twelve years of WWF efforts have 
met with victory – Land of the 
Leopard National Park was estab-
lished in Primorsky Krai! 262,000 
hectares encompass 60% of the entire habitat of the 
least common feline on Earth. Most importantly, 
the main birthing grounds that Far Eastern leop-
ards use from one generation to the next have been 
included in these protections. This national park 
also protects the habitats of ten Amur tigers impor-
tant for the restoration of the Chanbai population 

in China. The Russian Federation government has allocated approximately 500 
million roubles to the park and infrastructure development. 
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9425/part1

In October Primorsky Krai governor V. V. Miklush-
evsky signed a decree establishing the Sredneussuri-
yskiy Refuge. Russia also met another obligation that it committed to 
two years ago at the International Tiger Forum. The Korean pine-broadleaf for-
est on Strelnikov Ridge is the last remaining corridor connecting Russian tiger 
habitat with the tiger population on Vandashan Ridge in China. During those 
two years, WWF and the public stood in opposition to logging company efforts 
to begin logging in this area. As a result, the creation of this nature refuge is a 
big victory for us.
Sredneussuriyskiy Nature Refuge also protects unique wetlands in the Ussuri 
River valley that are home to Red-crowned and White-naped cranes and, most 
importantly of all, 17 pairs of Oriental stork (3% of the global population of this 
species).
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10298

New projects to protect rare animal species received 
WWF support when state biosphere reserves won 
the annual grants competition. The main nomination awarded 
7 grants up to 480,000 roubles. Independent Media Sanoma Magazines, BAT, 
and KPMG presented the awards. Amway and Toyota Motors made special 
awards. Thanks to support from WWF and Russian businesses, competition 
winners implemented projects to protect Russian Desman, Arctic fox, white-
fi sh, freshwater pearl mussel, European bison, raptors, bats, ringed seals, and 
other animals in state nature reserves and national parks. 
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9294

A NEW «FLAT» 
FOR THE 

TIGER

13 STATE NATURE 
RESERVES AND NATIONAL 

PARKS RECEIVED 
GRANTS FROM 

WWF 

LEOPARDS FIND 
THE PROMISED LAND
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In September, the Russian 
Minister of Natural Resources 
Sergei Donskoi called upon indus-

try to select the most environmentally appropriate 
route for the transport of ore around the borders of 
the future national park in Khibiny. For the last six months 
in Murmansk Oblast, environmentalists advocating for the creation of Khibiny 
National Park and industry leaders intent on building a road for ore transport 
have been in passionate confl ict. Despite the existence of several construc-
tion alternatives, the publicly held North-Western Phosphorous Company is 
considering and conducting planning and surveying activities on only one of 
those alternatives – via Umbozersky Pass. Such a road would bisect the future 
national park, crossing its most valuable lands. In addition to the direct de-
struction of important plant species, road-building here disrupts the ecological 
integrity of the territory, leaving no untouched places unaffected by the impact 
of industrial development. If the road is built along the company’s planned 
route, WWF-Russia believes that it will be senseless to create a national park. 
For this reason, the issue is being raised at the highest levels. There is a similar 
case in Arkhangelsk Oblast where a road will be built outside the borders of 
Onezhskoye Pomorye thanks to public pressure, including from WWF. 
Read more at www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/reserves/khibiny

In Russia today there are more than 11,500 protect-
ed areas (PAs). How effectively are they protecting 
biological diversity? Are they in accordance with their status? Where 
is it necessary to create additional state nature reserves, national or nature 
parks, natural monuments, and other types of PAs in order to encompass the 
entire diversity of landscapes and ecosystems in our country? A new meth-
odology developed by WWF and tested in 2012 in Altai Republic will make it 
possible to answer to these questions. There are many different ways to assess 
the work of PAs, but for the most part, those tools examine management. WWF 
proposes that the successful solution of issues in fl ora and fauna conservation 

be the new primary criterion for evaluation. The 
results of WWF research in Altai are already of 
interest in Yakutia: here, there are plans to analyse 
the role of existing PAs which cover almost 30% of 
the Republic’s land area. In the future, WWF will 
propose a new methodology to use in all regions of 
Russia.
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WWF analysed the completeness of the protected 
areas system in the north of the Russian Federation. 
There are 450 protected areas located in the Russian Arctic in our nation. They 
cover 95 million hectares (approximately 16% of the total Russian Arctic land 
mass). However, they are not uniformly distributed: in Yakutia, for example, 
PAs occupy 30% of the Republic’s area, while in Nenets Autonomous Okrug, 
Magadan Oblast, and on the Chukotka Peninsula they occupy no more than 
5%. WWF experts studied data from 275 PAs located in fi ve natural zones in 
13 different administrative regions in the Russian Federation and determined 
that an additional 376 new protected areas and the expansion of 19 existing 
PAs were required for the effective conservation of Arctic biodiversity given 
the rapidly changing climate and industrial development in the Arctic. Strict 
nature reserves occupy 25% of the Russian Arctic. In accordance with plans to 
develop the system of PAs in Russia’s Arctic regions, 272 new state reserves are 
planned for establishment during the period 2020-2040.

Until recently Wrangel Island Nature Reserve in-
cluded 12-mile wide areas around each of the two 
strictly protected islands. The sound that divides the islands 
remained open to shipping and drilling activities. These activities threatened 
the wellbeing of the island’s Polar bears, Walrus, and seabirds. With WWF 
support, the reserve’s experts developed justifi cation materials to establish a 
marine buffer zone and thereby unify the two islands and the sound. On De-
cember 29th, the Prime Minister signed a decree for its establishment.

A new Itsari Nature Park is now completely op-
erational in the Republic of Dagestan. WWF par-
ticipated in preparation of the environmental and 
economic justifi cation for its creation. The nature park 
included wilderness areas, developed territories, and cultural and historical 
monuments. The monuments include a 14th century defensive tower listed 
in the federal list of historical and cultural monuments. Itsari will protect 
hundreds of plant and animal species including such rarities as the Caucasian 
black grouse, Lammergeier, Griffon vulture, Eastern imperial eagle, and wild 
goat. The park’s establishment will also permit the creation of new jobs and 
attract tourists.
Read more: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9635

Illegal construction of a border station was pre-
vented in Kavkazsky State Nature Reserve. In April, WWF 
learned that the Federal Security Bureau’s Border Administration for Kara-
chaevo-Cherkesskaya Republic had occupied an area and begun construction 
in the heart of the nature reserve. This area, at the confl uence of the Tsakhvoa 
and Malaya Laba Rivers, is a migratory route for many animals – deer, Eu-
ropean bison, boar, and bears. Construction could result in steep population 
declines and negatively impact the prey base for Persian leopard and threaten 
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efforts to restore this previously extirpated species 
in the Caucasus. In May, the nature reserve opened 
a case to investigate the situation, and WWF and 
Greenpeace appealed to the Chief Military Prosecu-
tor. As a result, the Military Prosecutor decided to 

relocate the construction project to a different location. WWF is grateful to RIA 
Novosti, Novaya Gazeta, Vedomosti, and other media outlets for their coverage 
of the confl ict and assistance in achieving justice.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10040

Over half a million hectares of protected areas will 
become part of a single system of PAs along the 
middle branch of the Syrdari River in Kazakhstan. 
This system, developed by WWF, was included in government plans to develop 
a network of protected areas in the Republic. This outcome is the result of a 
5-year project led by WWF and supported by the Norwegian government that 
is now reaching its completion. The project’s primary goal is the creation of a 
model of sustainable regional development that permits nature conservation 
and improved conditions for local residents. As a result of this project, 4 pro-
tected areas were created at various levels.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/about/where_we_work/asia/kazakh

In Tajikistan, Tigrovaya Balka State Nature Reserve 
increased its area by 11,000 hectares thanks to a 
project led by WWF with support from the Norwe-
gian government. In total, there are now 61,500 hectares of tugai 
riparian forests under protection. A small grants programme permitted lo-

cal farmers living in 
proximity to the nature 
reserve to study water-
conserving irriga-
tion technologies and 
the use of renewable 
energy sources such 
as methane digesters. 
Project results include 
improved conserva-
tion within the nature 
reserve and a start 
to restoration of the 
population of Goitered 
gazelle.
Read more at 
www.wwf.ru/about/
where_we_work/
asia/tajik

WWF IN 

CENTRAL 
ASIA

SECURING 
A NATURE RESERVE’S 

BORDERS 

©
 S

E
R

G
E

Y 
TR

E
P

E
T 

/ W
W

F-
R

U
S

S
IA

©
 M

A
LI

K
A 

B
A

B
A

JA
N

O
VA

 / 
W

W
F



SUSTAINABLE 
FOREST 
MANAGEMENT
Russian forests comprise 20% of the world’s forests and cover half 
of the country’s area. They perform important protective functions 
such as helping to prevent climate change, regulating water re-
sources, and protecting soils. The main challenges in the Russian 
forestry sector are ineffective management and illegal logging and 
trade.
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>>> Our forests are being extensively exploited in a 
sort of «pioneer logging» that constantly expands 
into new areas. At the same time, forests are increas-
ingly degraded as a result of insuffi cient government 
attention to forest restoration and management. 
WWF believes that this is a direct threat to the last 
remaining intact and minimally disturbed forests 
and calls for a fundamental change to forest use in 
Russia. Our slogan is «From gathering to a well-
tended garden». This will aid in avoiding further 
logging of valuable forests, particularly in WWF’s 
priority ecoregions.

WWF’s goal is to protect the biological diversity of Russian forests 
and to prevent their degradation.
In order to achieve this goal, WWF facilitates improvements to laws and their 
enforcement, develops and advances national forestry policies, works with 
federal and regional agencies, timber companies, and auditors, and promotes 
environmentally responsible businesses, investors, and markets.

WWF is an initiator and a key participant in devel-
oping Russia’s forestry policy. Until now, no such document 
has existed. Without an effective forestry policy it is impossible to meet inter-
national obligations, provide for targeted legislative reforms and improved 
forestry management, and protect and augment the economic, environmental, 
and social potential of Russian forests. WWF experts are members of a working 
group for forestry policy development and actively encourage open discussion 
by community-based groups and business owners. 
You can learn more about WWF’s contributions to this project at 
www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/forests/forest_politics. 
The most important include: increased attention to the ecosystem-related and 
social roles of forests, promoting intensive sustainable forestry use in previous-
ly exploited forests instead of harvesting timber in new areas, and introducing 
the concept of «national forest heritage».
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Commercial logging by the Les 
Export Company has stopped in 
northern Primorsky Krai’s key 
Amur tiger habitat. Since the company 

leased the forest and began harvesting timber in the Pozharsky nut-harvesting 
zone and the regional Sredneussuriysky Nature Reserve in 2011, WWF has 
frequently raised this issue with the Federal Forestry Agency and the Rus-
sian federal government, pointing to gross violations of logging regulations in 
protected forests. WWF demanded a federal inspection of Les Export’s invest-
ment project. According to the results of that inspection, the Primorsky Krai 
environmental prosecutor issued a protest on the basis of which the Forestry 
Management Department cancelled the order legalizing logging by Les Export 
in the «disputed» areas.
Read more: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9809

WWF and Citibank’s «Plant Trees for Leopards» 
campaign is dedicated to restoring mixed Korean 
Pine and deciduous forests in the habitat of the rar-
est cat on the planet. Over the course of two seasons, volunteers 

planted one million Korean pine seedlings and 
protected those plants from fi res. This effort was a 
worthy gift to the recently established Land of the 
Leopard National Park. During his inspection of 
fi res in Khasansky District, Primorsky Krai gover-
nor Vladimir Miklushevsky approved a successful 
new method for detecting fi res using 24-hr web-
based cameras installed by WWF on MTS’s cellular 
network towers. The Khasansky District Emergency 
Services Ministry’s duty offi cer receives the data 
from these cameras. WWF has proposed adding 
three more cameras in Land of the Leopard Na-
tional Park as a part of this project.

Read more: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9809

400 kg of Korean pine, 5 kg of Manchurian fi r, and 
3 kg of larch seeds were planted in a tree nursery at 
the Forest and Forest Park Institute of Primorsky 
State Agricultural Academy with support from WWF 
and the company METRO. The seeds and the resulting nursery 
seedlings can be grown into plants that, when replanted in Land of the Leopard 
National Park, will aid in re-establishing 50-120 hectares of Korean pine-
broadleaf forest.
Read more: www.wwf.ru/about/where_we_work/dvo/leoforest,
www.wwf.ru/about/where_we_work/dvo/forests/moaks, and 
http://moaks.kosmosnimki.ru
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>>> The Barents, Bering, and Okhotsk Seas, signifi -
cant portions of which belong to Russia, are some of 
the most productive waters in the world. Far East-
ern seas are home to tremendous reserves of glob-
ally important commercial species– pollock, Pacifi c 
salmon, King crab, Pacifi c cod, and halibut, while 
Russia’s Arctic waters retain reserves of cod and 
haddock.

WWF’s goal is to preserve the productivity of marine ecosystems 
and ensure the sustainable use of salmon and whitefi sh (pollock, 
haddock, and cod) resources in the Barents, Bering, and Okhotsk 
Seas. 
In order to achieve this goal, WWF is working to create new marine 
protected areas, assisting in the development and implementation of ef-
fective strategies for fi ghting marine poaching, promoting environmen-
tal certifi cation of fi sheries, and collaborating with commercial fi sh sup-
pliers, vendors, and consumers. WWF also strives to reduce the negative 
impacts of commercial fi shing on marine ecosystems. This goal can 
be accomplished by banning or seriously limiting driftnet fi shing and 
reducing the impacts of fi shing gear on ocean-going birds and marine 
mammals. In order to increase transparency and to fi ght illegal trade in 
fi sheries, WWF proposes using global best practices to track the entire 
delivery chain – from the fi shing ground to the fi nal consumer. Russian 
commercial fi shing companies, processors, and marine product vendors 
have already taken up these ideas.

WWF experts developed the fi rst Russian course in 
sustainable fi shing and used it to instruct fi shing 
boat offi cer corps in Murmansk. WWF anticipates that this 
training will help ship captains, fi rst mates, and technical staff to gain 
a new perspective on their work, not only in terms of economic benefi t 
but also with an eye on ecosystem conservation for sustainable and 
long-term use of fi sh resources. Fish industry workers from Karat Hold-
ing participated in the course’s development. Boats belonging to this 
company obtained Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certifi cation for 
cod and haddock fi sheries in the Russian part of the Barents Sea. WWF 
coached participants in practical decision-making on relevant issues: for 
example, how to avoid discards of less valuable species that infl uence 
the marine ecosystem food chain, how to prevent bycatch of benthic 
fauna, and conversion to more environmentally-sound fi shing gear. It 
was a valuable opportunity for fi shermen to share their experience and 
suggestions for implementing the principles of sustainable fi sheries in 

THE 
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practice. There was interest in the course from all fi shing regions in 
Russia and we are hopeful for success based on this beginning. It is also 
important for WWF that in recent years there has been a cardinal change 
in how fi shermen regard our environmental conservation initiatives – 
from suspicion and complete rejection to close cooperation and support.
Read more www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9114

The largest Asian sockeye fi shery 
(almost a quarter of the global 
catch), located on the Ozernaya 
River on Kamchatka, became the 
third Russian fi shery certifi ed by 
MSC standards. Salmon fi sheries on 
Iturup Island and in northeastern Sakhalin were 
certifi ed previously. Now production of the 
most valuable Far Eastern salmon species will 
be marketed around the world with the Ma-

rine Stewardship Council logo and take an honoured place in the global 
market for environmentally responsible fi sh. MSC criteria evaluate the 
status of fi shery resources, the impact of the fi shery on the surround-
ing environment, and the fi shery management system. The process for 
evaluating the Ozernaya fi shery began three years earlier with support 
from WWF and the Wild Salmon Center (WSC). Subsequently, Vityaz 
Auto Company worked to actualize an improved plan for the fi shery 
management system developed by independent auditors, and the fi shery 
was certifi ed in 2012.
Read more at wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10079

In order to protect salmon resources, fi shing was 
restricted in the Bolshaya River basin on Kamchat-
ka: thanks to WWF’s efforts and those of the Community Salmon 
Council that WWF helped to establish, in 2012 the commercial harvest 
of king salmon was forbidden as a result of precipitous population de-
clines. Fishing for the season’s fi rst sockeye using nets was forbidden 
during the initial mass migration to the spawning grounds. In order for 
salmon to be able to travel upriver and give rise to new generations of 
fi sh, community organizations worked to achieve the introduction of 
free passage days when fi shing of all types is forbidden on the river. 
An operations centre was established and volunteer inspectors trained 
for the effective management of fi shing on the Bolshaya. Volunteer 
inspectors worked in tandem with government monitoring agencies to 
conduct anti-poaching patrols.
Read more at http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10055
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>>> In recent decades, the frequency and intensity of 
dangerous hydro-meteorological events have signifi -
cantly increased around the world, an indication of 
signifi cant climate change caused mainly by green-
house gas emissions.

WWF is convinced: in order to stop anthropogenic climate change, the growth 
in global temperature must be kept below 2˚C, and ideally to 1.5˚C. In order 
for this to occur, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 
greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced at a minimum to 50% of 1990 
levels by the year 2050. The most developed nations should further decrease 
this indicator by at least 80%. Unfortunately, the energy effi ciency of Russia’s 
economy today is two to three times worse than other developed countries.

WWF’s goal is to achieve these limits on anthropogenic climate 
change and to limit the rise in global temperatures to signifi cantly 
less than a 2˚C increase.
WWF is striving for Russia to accept and implement its obligation to reduce 
emissions fi rst by 50 and then by 80% by the year 2050. In order for this to 
occur, Russia must adopt a new energy policy. Such a policy must be based on 
energy effi ciency and energy conservation and must lay the foundation for the 
economic stimulus of reduced emissions and the development of renewable 
energy sources (RE). In order to demonstrate the benefi ts and potential of such 
development over the next fi ve years, WWF is supporting its partners’ related 
efforts in regions where we are work: the Arctic, the Russian Far East, and in 
Altai-Sayan.

WWF is working to create a regulatory base for increased energy effi ciency and 
the development of renewables in our country and is also attempting to assist 
Russia in transitioning to sustainable forestry practices for forest conservation.

By 2012, fi rst 6, then 13, and now 25 countries have 
already come together as the «Climate and Clean 
Air Coalition», where the main focus is on reduc-
ing emissions of short living climate factors includ-
ing soot. The main factor in climate change has been and remains carbon 
dioxide, while carbon soot itself has not been considered. Soot also heats the 
atmosphere and results in darker-colored snow, which in turn greatly increases 
snow’s absorption of solar emissions. This is an important fact in our snowy 
nation. We’d also like to remind you that soot is also a carcinogen. WWF has 
prepared background materials and arguments for Russia’s participation in the 
coalition as well, and it was our arguments that resulted in our nation joining 
the coalition. Of course, these changes do not come without cost, as the main 
sources of carbon soot are old diesel engines and generators, forest fi res, and 
outmoded oil-fi red furnaces. Even automotive fuel must be improved other-
wise fi lters will not work. At a May summit of the G-8, Russia signed onto a 
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communiqué, and in the latter half of this year the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
sent Russia’s formal decision to participate to the coalition’s secretariat. But 
that is not all: our country has not yet identifi ed its obligations or the measures 
it will undertake in the framework of its participation in the coalition – an 
important task for 2013. WWF has already begun work in this area. Moreover, 
we have launched a demonstration project to reduce carbon soot emissions in 
Murmansk Oblast. 
Read more: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9641

We have successfully completed the majority of a 
unique forest climate project to protect the Amur 
tiger in the Bikin River valley in Primorye. This work took 
place in an area traditionally occupied by the Udege, an indigenous people 
who live among their tiger neighbors. This project is an example of success-
ful nature conservation with a major social component. Almost half a million 
hectares of forest in the Bikin nut harvesting zone were given to Tiger Indig-
enous People’s Association in a 49-year lease to collect pine nuts and other 
wild plants as an alternative to clear-cutting. WWF is now addressing the issue 
of sustainable rent payments and long-term support funding through «cli-
mate fi nancing» – in other words when funds are provided by purchasers of 
international certifi cates for the prevention of carbon dioxide emissions. These 
companies are, in turn, meeting their goals to limit carbon emissions in their 
own countries or simply their own «green» goals. In 2012 this project success-
fully completed all Russian procedures for approval within the framework of 
the Kyoto Protocol. Currently, it is undergoing the international certifi cation 
process. 
This project is the fi rst example of a nature-use rent approved by 
the federal government in Russia.
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>>> WWF defi nes «green economy» as an economy 
that is capable of ensuring an increased quality of 
life for all people within the limits of the ecological 
capacity of our planet. The task of a green economy 
is to limit the dependence of economic growth on 
growing consumption of natural resources. In other 
words, such an economy must ensure constant re-
ductions in the consumption of energy and raw ma-
terials per unit of production or per capita.

WWF’s goal is to achieve the stabilization of Russia’s environmental 
«footprint» such that a Russian citizen’s footprint and the quality of 
our nation’s economic growth do not threaten the functioning of the 
planet’s biosphere. We are calling for the implementation of best inter-
national standards for environmental policy, management, and account-
ability in the largest Russian and international corporations as well as in 
fi nancial institutions, and that those international standards of environ-
mental responsibility be regularized in federal and regional legislation.
In the coming years, WWF will develop basic principles for a national 
model of «green economics» and will seek government approval for 
those principles. We will also strive to prevent threats to the natural en-
vironment due to the activities of oil and gas and other extractive com-
panies working in WWF priority regions. We will encourage increased 
and diverse Russian retail consumer and business demand for produc-
tion from forestry, timber manufacturing, and the fi shery sector that has 
been generated in accordance with environmental regulations. We will 
also promote a greater ratio of ecologically certifi ed production in these 
market sectors.

WWF and RIA Novosti published the fi rst Economic 
Environmental Index of Russian Regions. The goal of 
this work, conducted with support from the Russian Geographical Soci-
ety, was to evaluate Russian regions from the perspective of their practi-
cal realization of the principles of sustainable development. Today, the 
main indicator of economic growth is generally considered to be gross 
domestic product (GDP) and, at the regional level, gross regional prod-
uct (GRP). Unfortunately, this indicator is relatively one-dimensional 
and fails to account for how many natural resources are «eaten away» 
or for damage to people’s health and prosperity. In order to assess the 
economic growth of regions and identify the thoughtless consumption 
of natural capital, we developed this Economic Environmental Index. 
Calculations show that Altai Republic heads this index thanks to its 
wealth of natural and human capital relative to minimal wasteful con-
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sumption of natural resources. Overall, Russian regions with growing 
forest resources and that contain large protected areas rose to the top of 
the list. Regions at the bottom of the index included Nenets Autonomous 
Okrug, Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug, Sakhalin Oblast, and Tyu-
men Oblast. These regions are resource-focused and are experiencing 
intensive depletion of natural resources and reductions in natural capital 
to the detriment of future generations.
We are hopeful that as a result, this index or its analogues will replace 
GDP and become the basis for evaluating the quality and environmental 
friendliness of our nation’s development.
Read more www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10235

The company En+ Group and its 
subsidiary EvroSibEnergo halted 
design work on the Trans-Sibe-
rian Hydroelectric Dam on the 
Shilka River, a tributary of the Amur until 
the results of a comprehensive assessment of 
the dam’s impacts on the ecosystem and socio-
economic development of the Amur River are 
available.
This decision was preceded by an agreement 
between En+ Group and WWF to conduct joint 
research based on open consultations with all 

interested parties locally, regionally, and internationally and with the en-
gagement of environmental and other non-governmental organizations 
and indigenous peoples.
The fi rst portion of the research – the socio-economic analysis – is 
planned for completion in July 2013.
Read more www.www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/sustainability/
hydroenergy_development_amur.

Dangerous drilling in the Prirazlomnoye oil deposit 
in the Pechora Sea has been delayed for at least one 
year. A public campaign that began in 2011 led by a coalition of non-
governmental organizations has not been the only voice calling for such 
a delay. The coalition’s main concern has been the project’s unaccept-
ably high environmental risks. In 2012, WWF and Greenpeace-Russia 
supported an independent analysis of the degree to which the Prirazlom-
noye project operator Gazprom Neft Shelf’s technology and equipment 
was capable of quickly cleaning up an oil spill. It was found that tech-
nology and equipment did not meet the required environmental safety 
standards, and modelling of a potential spill showed that oil would reach 
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protected areas including Nenetsky State Na-
ture Reserve. The reserve is home to Atlantic 
walrus, one of the symbols of the Arctic and 
listed in the Russian Federation Red Book. 
Despite such risks and the absence of effective 
oil spill technology in icy conditions and under 
sea ice, the decision was made to irresponsibly 

extract oil in an economically inexpedient way. It was for these reasons 
that environmentalists proposed delaying oil and gas development on 
the Arctic shelf for at least 10-15 years. Notably, oil companies them-
selves have begun acknowledging the dangers of developing the shelf: 
in early 2012, BP announced a halt to its large Liberty project in the 
Beaufort Sea, and in September Total, a French oil and gas giant, an-
nounced that it will not be prioritizing Arctic oil projects.
Read more at www.www.wwf.ru/resources/publ/book/484

The Russian federal government provides enor-
mous incentives and fi nancial support to companies 
engaged in oil and gas extraction at the expense of 
taxpayers and nature – WWF and the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IISD) experts reached this conclusion follow-
ing research on the scale and effectiveness of government subsidies in 
Russia’s oil and gas sector. Subsidies primarily stimulate the develop-
ment of new deposits, including in the Arctic. For the budget this repre-
sents lost income and direct expenses for the support of the oil and gas 
sector. According to our analysis, in 2010 the government «gifted» the 
industry 14 billion dollars – this is slightly more than government bud-
get expenditures for education and public health. While fi nancial stimuli 
for developing new deposits including the Arctic shelf are being created, 
the tremendous potential for energy conservation, processing associated 
gas, increased effi ciency at existing deposits, and minimization of loss 
during transport within Russia are all virtually ignored. Meeting this 

potential would allow us to save approximately 
one-third of the energy resources we currently 
spend on energy consumption.
Read more: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/9182

THE ARTIC 
IS MORE VALUABLE 

THAN OIL

©
 B

E
LL

O
N

A 
©

 W
W

W
.S

H
U

TT
E

R
S

TO
C

K
.C

O
M



29

LEGISLATION
©

 A
LE

X
A

N
D

E
R

 E
V

G
R

A
FO

V
 / W

W
F-R

U
S

S
IA



30

>>> Russian environmental legislation has a series 
of loopholes and contradictions that must be ad-
dressed in order to successfully protect biodiversity 
and reduce our environmental footprint. In 2012, the Rus-
sian president affi rmed the Russian Federation’s «Principles for government 
policy in environmental development», but an effective regulatory and legal 
foundation is required in order to realize the stated goals. WWF’s objective is 
to achieve passage of laws that ensure the legal principles of biodiversity con-
servation and sustainable natural resource use, environmentally responsible 
management of natural resource extraction and low-carbon economic develop-
ment, and adherence to provisions of key international agreements related to 
environmental conservation and natural resource management.

On December 18, 2012 the State Duma passed a law 
protecting seas from oil pollution that incorporates a 
majority of the key changes being demanded by en-
vironmental groups. WWF launched this large-scale internet action 
following Vladimir Putin’s proposal in February 2012 to enact a rule requiring 
mandatory parliamentary consideration of public petitions that gather greater 
than 100,000 signatures on the internet. WWF and other conservationists 
developed the concept for the federal law «On the protection of seas from oil 
pollution» in 2010, but the federal Duma approved a signifi cantly truncated 
version in its fi rst reading. The bill omitted a number of points important 
for nature conservation and fails to account for civil society participation in 
decision-making related to oil and gas exploration, extraction, and transport 
in Russian federal waters. After collecting the signatures of 100,000 citizens, 
WWF proposed approval of the law in the exact version that the Duma’s Envi-
ronment Committee had prepared in partnership with environmental groups. 
This law’s enactment is a bright and important result of WWF's work over the 
last several years. 
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10589
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In 2012 Russia took important action to meet its 
international obligations related to environmental 
conservation: two draft laws were prepared for submission to the 
Russian federal Duma – «On the ratifi cation of the Convention on Access to 
Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice 
in Environmental Matters» (Aarhus Convention), «On the ratifi cation of the 
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Con-
text» (Espoo Convention), and the related Protocol on Strategic Environmental 
Assessment. The President of the Russian Federation decided that these two 
conventions were to be ratifi ed as early as June 2011, and WWF actively joined 
in preparing the necessary documents. Fund experts also facilitated coop-
eration between environmental groups and the Russian Ministry of Natural 
Resources. Following ratifi cation, Russia must harmonize its laws with the 
conventions’ mandates, and all decisions related to environmental protection 
will be required to take public opinion into consideration. In addition, strategic 
environmental assessment of all planned government projects – an assessment 
that has been lacking in our country – will take place at the earliest stages of 
each project.
Read more www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10487

The Russian Duma has prepared a draft law in its 
second reading resurrecting the state environmental 
impact expert review for dangerous facilities. WWF and 
other environmental non-governmental organizations have been working for 
this over the course of several years, and since 2008 related decrees have been 
made at the highest governmental level. WWF believes that this law will come 
into force in the near future. This will mean that particularly dangerous sites 
will undergo not only an environmental impact assessment (currently manda-
tory) but will also receive the determination of a government environmental 
review at the initial stages of its preparation.

Rare plant and animal species listed in the CITES* 
registry or in the Russian Federation Red Book are 
known to be strategically important commodities. 
Dmitry Medvedev signed this decree in September 2012. Henceforth, smug-
gling of tiger pelts is punishable by 3-7 years in prison and a fi ne of up to one 
million roubles, and organized trade is punishable by a sentence of 7-12 years 
imprisonment. This step meets obligations undertaken by Russia two years ago 
at the International Tiger Forum.

*CITES is the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Flora and Fauna
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10178
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Two channels for illegal trade in tiger derivatives 
have been blocked in Primorsky Krai. In April during a 
special operation in Nakhodka, body parts from 6 tigers and a large number of 
bear paws and skins were seized. In August a merchant in the city of Arsenev 
was arrested following the seizure of 8 Amur tiger skins and other animal and 
plant derivatives. Customs inspectors in Ussuriysk arrested a female citizen 
of the People’s Republic of China for concealing tiger paws packed in polyeth-
ylene bags on her body. WWF experts found that the paws belonged to two 
different Amur tigers. 16 tigers became victims of the greed of poachers and 
smugglers.

Poachers that kill tigers and other rare animal spe-
cies as well as middlemen will bear criminal respon-
sibility. This decision was taken upon WWF’s initiative at a meeting led by 
S. B. Ivanov of the President’s Administration discussing successes and chal-
lenges related to Amur tiger conservation.
Legislative changes establishing criminal responsibility for the illegal harvest 
and sale of rare animal species and eliminating the possibility of suspended 
sentences are needed immediately. WWF drafted the requisite laws in partner-
ship with the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources. WWF expects that those 
laws will be passed in early 2013.
Read more: www.www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10316

POACHERS 
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WWF 
AND SOCIETY
WWF is a public organization and our activities depend on your 
support, on the help of members and partners – organizations, 
journalists, fi lm directors, photographers, and many other con-
cerned people who fortunately are always nearby when needed. 
Without your contributions of time, money, and public support, 
we would not be able to achieve the level of infl uence that allows 
us to address far-reaching conservation challenges. Thank you, 
dear friends!

>>>
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WWF informs the public of nature conservation 
challenges and achievements using all forms of mod-
ern communication. We use traditional and online media resources, pub-
lish press releases, create video, and actively develop social media through our website 
and social networks. Visit us at wwf.ru and join www.www.facebook.com/wwfRU, 
https://twitter.com/wwfRU, www.vk.com/wwf.russia, www.www.youtube.com/
wwfrussia to stay on top of our news!

Journalists make invaluable contributions to our work. Thanks to articles in the media, 
we win new supporters and bring nature conservation issues to the attention of govern-
ment offi cials and businesses. Last year over 14,000 articles in the media mentioned 
WWF. This is 25% more than in 2011. The most mentions were in connection with 
Earth Hour, the two leopards released for reintroduction in Sochi National Park (see p. 
6), and the fi ght against forest fi res in Amur tiger and Far Eastern leopard habitat.

For the fourth time the international Earth Hour event 
took place in Russia. Global advertising agency Leo Burnett developed 
the «I will if you will» concept («Saving the world on a dare») for WWF. As a result, 
we collected over 120,000 signatures in Russia in support of protecting our oceans 
from oil pollution (see p. 30). Nikolai Valuyev, Anton Komolov, Olga Shelest, Lyubov 
Tolkanina, and Nikolai Drozdov joined the event and issued their own dares. And in 
the end, WWF-Russia Director Igor Chestin took a dip in the Barents Sea, as promised.
Russian media published over 1,500 articles (including approximately 80 pieces on 
central and regional television) about Earth Hour and WWF. Well-known high-traffi c 
bloggers also supported WWF: Igor Shpilenok, Vasily Solkin, and Evgeny Kozlov. 
Through their sites our message reached almost 150,000 readers.
Over the course of three weeks the newspaper Metro covered Earth Hour on the front 
page as well as gathering signatures for marine conservation. Their website, gazeta-
metro.ru, also created a special page about the event.
WWF’s website grew fi ve times in popularity in March thanks to Earth Hour. Over 

500,000 people (including 
370,000 unique visitors) 
spent time browsing the 
site, and over a million 
people visited it!
The «Adopt a Minute» 
campaign raised over 
1,320,000 roubles during 
Earth Hour. 
Immediately prior to the 
event, on March 30th 
and 31st, 120,000 QIWI 
terminals across Russia 
displayed a banner calling 
for participation in Earth 
Hour.

WWF 
TELLS AND 

SHOWS
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WWF saved over 35 million roubles in 2012 thanks 
to the fact that all of WWF’s advertising is produced 
and placed free of charge. In 2012, the magazines Afi sha, F5, Time 
Out, airline magazines, Dozhd, My Planet, and Disney television channels, Sanoma In-
dependent Media, Infl ight Entertainment Group, news portals newsru.com, openspace.
ru, mail.ru, lookatme.ru, V Kontakte social media network, and, of course, our main 
information partner RIA Novosti all supported us.

WWF presented a new fi lm – «I choose the forest!» 
The fi lm follows its main character, Artem Tishkov, a fi rst-year student at Moscow 
State University as he visits several regions and cutting-edge businesses that base their 
work on the sustainable management and exploitation of forests. The fi lm’s creators 
are the young and creative team at Artman Group and director Georgiy Molodtsov, 
with whom WWF has completed a number of successful projects already. This movie 
addresses the pointed questions that anyone who has chosen a forestry career must 
answer: what kind of a person is a real forest worker, what knowledge and skills are 
required, and what does the future hold? The fi lm will also be of interest to a broad 
audience, but it mainly targets students and graduates of forestry programmes and their 
parents. 
Watch the trailer: www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0YKPJjHL6M&list
=UUqXfhf2MOEWV8lrlsp0hrYg&index=4

In 2012, WWF-Russia issued 30 publications. They are 
aimed not only at nature conservation experts, but also at a wider audience – media, 
WWF partners, government agencies, local communities, supporters, and, in general, 
anyone seeking solutions for nature conservation challenges and who trusts WWF’s 
professionalism. Our publications are distributed free of charge. 
You can request copies of them by writing jkalinicheva@wwf.ru or 
download them at www.wwf.ru/resources/publ. 

In 2012 WWF supported a series of environmental 
holidays dedicated to the snow leopard. In the spring a Day 
of the Snow Leopard celebration was held in three regions in Tuva home to snow 
leopards. Approximately 1,000 people participated! The third annual festival celebrat-
ing the Land of the Snow Leopard took place in Kosh-Agach District, the centre of 
the largest snow leopard grouping in Altai Republic, and in August, the festival was 

repeated in the village of Inegen in Ongudai District. A 
sizeable Land of the Snow Leopard festival has become 
a tradition on the main square of Gorno-Altaisk, capital 
of Altai Republic, in September. In 2012, the Republic 
government supported the festival. Guests travelled to 
attend from all districts in the republic as well as from 
neighbouring Tuva, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and the United States.

ADVERTISING – 
ENGINE FOR NATURE 

CONSERVATION

«I CHOOSE THE 
FOREST!»

WWF 
PUBLICATIONS
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Today, approximately 16% of WWF-Russia’s budget 
comes from corporate donors. Corporate partners help WWF to 
solve the timeliest environmental issues in our country and work to make their busi-
nesses more environmentally responsible. In 2012, 53 companies supported WWF 
projects. You can read more about them and how to support WWF’s work at 
www.wwf.ru/business.
 
In the fall, WWF and Resorts of Northern Caucasus Company signed a cooperation agree-
ment: the company underwrote a project to return European bison to the northern Caucasus 
and to create Akhmet Skala Nature Park. 
This summer, Kraft Food Rus’s Yubileynoye brand supported an educational expedi-
tion for children to Meshchera National Park and to Altai’s state nature reserves.
Coca-Cola has been a long-time supporter of WWF’s work in the Arctic. In late No-
vember, the company sponsored the «Let’s Help Polar Bears Together!» photography 
project in GUM for the third year running. This project is designed to garner public 
attention for the threat of extinction currently facing Polar bears. The company also 
contributed to a scientifi c expedition led by Russkaya Arktika National Park staff to the 
archipelagos of Novaya Zemlya and Franz Josef Land (see p. 38).

In 2012 we continued collaborations with a variety of other businesses. RESO Ga-
rantiya provides automotive insurance using a «Green Policy» system that conveys a por-
tion of its income to WWF’s climate projects. Alfa-Bank provides a Visa Classic charitable 
credit card that supports tiger conservation projects, and the French company Yves Rocher 
supports forest restoration efforts in Altai.

BUSINESS FOR 
NATURE
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WWF also has new partners: Kira Plastinina proved 
that charitable giving can be fashionable when she 
created a line of shirts and purses illustrating musk-
rats; Destiny Development created the web-based 
game Angry Pets which allows players to help nature 
without ever leaving their computer. Amway became 
an exclusive partner for the «Nature Reserves and 
National Parks of Russia» grants competition, joining 
with Toyota Motors to create special awards in regions 
where it does business. Company employees met with 
competition winners and participated in volunteer 
activities in nature reserves. 
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/9965 and www.wwf.ru/resources/
news/article/9833

Worldwide, WWF receives 65% 
of its support from charitable 
donations from individuals. In 
2012 35,339 individuals donated 
money to WWF. 
●  15,116 of them – WWF members (charitable dona-

tions of 900 roubles/year or more)
●  1,230 – Earth Keepers (charitable donations of 10,000 roubles/year or more)
●  69 – Golden Panda Club members (charitable donations of 100,000 roubles/year 

or more)
●  28 people also adopted Polar bears, each contributing 30,000 roubles to WWF’s 

Arctic Programme. 
●  And Amur tigers were not forgotten either: another 15 individuals adopted tigers.

In February just after Valentine’s Day, the Sovre-
mennik Theatre hosted the «Day for Lovers of the 
Arctic» charitable event. WWF members, their friends and colleagues 
attended the «Land of Fragile Beauty» photography exhibit, watched a performance, 
participated in a gift raffl e and enthusiastically adopted Polar bears. All of the funds 
raised at this event were set aside for WWF’s Arctic projects.
Read more at www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/9176

EVERYONE 

CAN HELP 
NATURE
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There was an expedition to the Arctic in July. Members 
of WWF’s Golden Panda Club participated, paying their own way for the majority of 
expenses and thus enabling Russkaya Arktika National Park to send its staff and equip-
ment on a scientifi c expedition to Novaya Zemlya archipelago. In return, donors had a 
unique opportunity to see surprisingly beautiful nature in the Arctic north, interact with 
experts, and directly participate in accordance with their abilities in scientifi c observa-
tions and research. During the expedition, the author and dramatist Evgeny Grishk-
ovets kept a travel journal. 
You can read his notes and see photographs from this and other 
expeditions at www.wwf.ru/help_us/golden_panda/expeditions

After a three-year hiatus, we have relaunched our 
fundraising Direct Dialogue campaign in Moscow’s 
streets and shopping centres. In October young people in panda 
vests began working in Moscow’s MEGA Belaya Dacha centre. They appeal to visitors 
to the shopping centre to support WWF’s Arctic projects. 
These are just a few examples of how companies and supporters can help WWF’s 
work. We feel the support and generosity of many people every day! And it is often 
thanks mainly to this support that our work is successful.
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FUTURE 
PROJECTS

>>>



WWF NEEDS 

YOUR 
HELP

Dear Friends,
In this report you have learned about results we 
have achieved thanks to the assistance of WWF part-
ners and supporters in 2012. During our many years 
of work in Russia, WWF has successfully conducted 
over 200 nature conservation projects in over 40 
regions of the country. Nevertheless, we have new horizons ahead 
of us and your help is needed in order to address a whole range of challenges. 
Here are just a few of our high priority tasks.

POLAR BEAR CONSERVATION
Thanks to climate change, polar bears are becoming ever more vulnerable. 
Moreover, Russia is the only nation that neither knows how many bears live 
within its borders nor can it estimate how many of the bears are illegally killed. 
WWF needs support to conduct this research, fi ght poaching, and create new 
protected areas.

AMUR TIGER CONSERVATION
Russia is home to just 450 Amur tigers. They are threatened by poaching, log-
ging, decreasing numbers of ungulates, and habitat destruction. WWF needs 
funding to organize anti-poaching and fi re-fi ghting brigades, create and sup-
port protected areas, establish a rehabilitation centre for orphaned tigers, and 
increase the ungulate population.

RESTORING THE LEOPARD POPULATION IN THE CAUCASUS
Restoration of the leopard population is one part of the government’s Olym-
pics-related environmental programme. With your help, we can establish a 
breeding population of leopards in Sochi National Park, strengthen territorial 
enforcement, prepare animal release sites in Kavkazsky State Nature Reserve, 
and prepare young animals for release to the wild.

SNOW LEOPARD CONSERVATION
The snow leopard is the only large cat that lives in high mountain conditions. 
Today, there are no more than 80-100 snow leopards in Russia. Your support 
will aid in the fi ght against the illegal snaring of snow leopards, permit the 
creation of new protected areas in the feline’s habitat, and permit monitoring 
of this rare species.

ESTABLISHING A FREE-RANGING POPULATION OF EUROPEAN 
BISON IN THE CAUCASUS
Together with the government of Northern Ossetia-Alania Republic, WWF has be-
gun working for the restoration of a European bison population. Today this work 
also includes Karachaevo-Cherkesskaya Republic. Support is needed for transport-
ing bison from nurseries, ensuring their security and nutrition, and satellite moni-
toring of the animals’ movements. In addition, with your support we can establish 
a third Russian breeding facility in the Caucasus for European bison.
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Learn more about which WWF projects need your support:
www.wwf.ru/business/conservation_projects
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ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE RUSSIAN BUSINESS
WWF is planning to conduct research into which Russian companies are 
intending to list their shares on the Hong Kong and London Stock Exchanges. 
In this project, WWF will monitor these companies’ compliance with stock ex-
change regulations on environmental and social responsibility. The Fund will 
also work collaboratively with the exchanges’ leadership. 

GREEN POLICIES IN BANKING 
With your support, WWF will examine environmental credit policy in the cen-
tral banks of China and Brazil and develop recommendations to share this the 
Russian Central Bank.

INCREASING ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
IN THE OIL AND GAS SECTOR
WWF is convinced that oil and gas company investments and government sub-
sidies should be redirected away from risky projects on the Arctic shelf toward 
increasing the energy effi ciency of the oil and gas industry, in part thanks to 
more sustainable use of hydrocarbon resources on land. We must also solve the 

long-standing issue of burning tens of billions of 
cubic meters of associated gas using a fl are system 
as well as work to decrease methane leaks. WWF 
requires funding to research the entire range of 
environmental and economic costs of burning asso-
ciated gas. The results of this research will provide 
us with additional arguments for more effectively 
infl uencing policies in government and the oil and 
gas industry.
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FINANCES OF WWF 
IN 2012

>>>

©
 A

LE
X

E
Y M

O
R

O
ZO

V
 / W

W
F-R

U
S

S
IA



43

1. Biodiversity Conservation   3826

2. Sustainable Forest management  1549

3. Sustainable Marine Fishery  576

4. Climate and Energy  592

5. Green Economy  715

6. Legislation  257

7. Living Planet Programme 
 (working with the public)  1384

8. Project administration  1099

 TOTAL  9998
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1. WWF-UK  516

2. WWF-Germany  717

3. WWF-Netherlands  1669

4. WWF-Sweden  1292

5. Other WWF  989

6. Russian corporate sponsorship 
 and donations  1237

7. Donations from individuals  911

8. German Federal Ministry for the Environment 1145

9. Other aid agencies  740

10. Foreign NGOs and private foundations 561

11. Other sources  221

 TOTAL  9998

EXPENDITURES IN 2012, 
IN THOUSANDS 
OF EUROS

INCOME IN 2012, 
IN THOUSANDS 
OF EUROS
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OVER 120,000 
RUSSIANS 

voted for a new law to protect oceans 
from oil pollution

18 
EUROPEAN 
BISON
arrived in the Russian 
Caucasus from breeding 
centres in Prioksko-Terrasny 
and Okskiy State Nature 
Reserves

WWF-RUSSIA IN 2012

2/3s FALL
in the number of poacher’s 
snares in the most important 
snow leopard habitats

OVER 35 
MILLION ROUBLES
were saved by WWF for nature thanks to free advertising 
and placement

11,000 ha 

were added to Tigrovaya Balka State Nature 
Reserve in Tajikistan thanks to WWF
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AFTER 10 YEARS’ 
RESEARCH,
photographs of half of the population 
of Far Eastern leopards are gathered in one atlas
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Why we are here
To stop the stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment 
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

www.wwf.ru

19, bld.3 Nikoloyamskaya St., P.O. Box 3, 109240 Moscow, Russia
tel.: +7 495 727 09 39; fax: +7 495 727 09 38
russia@wwf.ru

Do you love nature? Help W
W

F-Russia to protect it: w
w
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w
f.ru/help_us/eng


