
Dear Mr. President:  
 
The 2020 coronavirus crisis has been a serious economic, social and environmental 
challenge, and its consequences for the country's development are yet to be assessed. 
Nevertheless, the society is already actively looking for the way out of this crisis. 
One of the important issues is a system of measures to support businesses. 
Unfortunately, apart from financial and tax-related proposals, a possible relief of 
environmental requirements for businesses is also being put forward. Over the last two 
years, the priority of Russia's sustainable development has increased significantly and 
important steps have been taken towards green economy, with Russia joining the Paris 
Agreement in September 2019. Since any crisis is always a time of opportunities, we 
appeal to you to use this moment to steer the country's development towards a more 
sustainable, green economy. 
 
We ask you to request the Government with the development of measures for the 
support and promotion of green sectors of economy and green finance mechanisms. 
Russia is a global environmental donor and a key supplier of raw materials for the entire 
world, therefore our natural wealth, the state of the environment and the preservation of 
biodiversity are our long-term competitive advantages. We believe that projects and 
initiatives helping to realize this potential should be given a priority. It is important to 
promote environmental conservation while, in the long run, also ensuring health and 
better living standards for people, creating fundamentally new jobs and increasing the 
interest of international investors to invest in Russia. Attracting foreign investments is as 
crucial a task, along with the development of  public-private partnership mechanisms, 
improving the efficiency of public spending and ensuring the involvement of private 
sector, in particular for the implementation of the ambitious National Ecology Project. 
 
By these support measures we mean: 
- additional environmental and climate change-related requirements for public 
procurement 
- development of public-private partnership mechanisms within special protection areas 
to promote ecotourism 

- analysis and adaptation of the current legislation in regards to enabling regional and 
municipal authorities to issue green bonds for 
- issuance of sovereign green bonds to finance programs in energy efficiency, 
renewable energy development and other sectors of green economy 

- government methodological and financial support for private and public green projects 
and independent assurance of such projects in order to secure green financing. 
  
We are convinced that Russia's speedy recovery from the crisis and a rise in quality of 
life can only be ensured by a transition to a more sustainable, green economy. 
 


