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Dear friends,

President of the Russian Federation declared 2017 the Year of Environment and the Year of
Protected Areas in Russia. This was made for a good reason – January 2017 saw the centenary of 
the first strict nature reserve in Russia, Barguzinsky, located in the Lake Baikal area.

The Year of Environment motivated many Russian regions to adopt their own environmental
programmes, and some of them were developed jointly with WWF-Russia. We signed perpetual
cooperation agreements with heads of the republics of North Ossetia – Alania and Yakutia, and
with the government of the Republic of Dagestan.

In September 2017, a long-awaited event took place – the government of Kazakhstan and
WWF signed a memorandum on cooperation for tiger reintroduction in Kazakhstan.

In October, Marco Lambertini, Director General of WWF International, took part in the World
Festival of Youth and Students in Sochi.

WWF Russia for the first time received two presidential grants for the development civil society
totaling almost 20 million rubles. The funds will be used to develop two online lessons for school
students and for the prevention of human – predator conflicts in local communities.

A significant step has been made towards the construction of the first eco-house in Russia
meeting or exceeding the world’s most stringent building sustainability standards – BREEAM
(UK), LEED (US), and PassiveHouse (Germany). WWF has chosen and acquired a site for the
building in Moscow, close to Sokolniki metro station.

After a ten-year absence from the Civic Chamber of the Russian Federation, CEO of WWF
Russia was elected to the body again as a representative of non-governmental organizations.

Some expectations associated with the Year of Environment have not materialized. For
example, instead of waste sorting and subsequent processing of different waste streams,
heavily lobbied proposals for the large-scale construction of waste incinerators have surfaced. A
joint roundtable meeting conducted by the Civic Chamber of the Russian Federation and the
Analytical Center of the Russian government analyzed the execution of President’s
assignments related to the environment in 2012-2017 and found that only about 35% of the
assignments had been fulfilled. Of particular significance is the failure to execute assignments
focused on the strengthening of the conservation regime and management of strict nature
reserves and natural parks, provision of reliable data on forest fires, and the introduction of
sound waste processing practices.

In 2018, presidential election was held in Russia. By the middle of the year, the structure of
executive authorities will be determined and government officials will be appointed. We hope for
the continuation of constructive cooperation with new and old colleagues in the government of
the Russian Federation.

Igor Chestin,
WWF-Russia CEO
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Dear friends, supporters, and partners,

You are reading the annual report of WWF-Russia – the largest environmental non-
governmental organization that has been working systematically, energetically, and
effectively to protect and restore Russia’s nature for more than 22 years. Over those
years we have implemented more than 300 projects in all regions of our country. Our
professional team committed to the conservation cause is coordinated by project offices
based in priority eco-regions of Russia: Barents, Altay-Sayan, Northern Caucasus,
Kamchatka / Bering, and Amur.

Our continuous efforts have resulted in impressive achievements in the conservation of
flagship wildlife species: the Amur tiger, Persian leopard, snow leopard, argali mountain
sheep, European bison, and polar bear. In 2017, with the involvement of WWF, the total
size of protected areas in priority ecoregions was expanded to 9.2 million ha.

We achieved notable successes in ensuring sustainability of forestry and marine
fisheries, promoting climate change mitigation and adaptation policies, and many other
fields.

These remarkable results could not be achieved without hard work of all 140 staff
members of WWF-Russia who see this work as their vocation. As a recognition of the
importance and effectiveness of WWF’s work, its CEO was elected to the Civic
Chamber of the Russian Federation as a representative of non-governmental
organizations for the first time over the last 10 years.

None of this could happen without the active involvement of you – our supporters and
partners – in WWF’s projects. The number of committed people supporting WWF
programmes has grown every year – now there are over 24 thousand of us! I am
convinced that in 2018, having joined our forces, we will be able to achieve even greater
successes!

Vladislav Onishchenko,
Chair of WWF-Russia Board



BIODIVERSITY 
CONSERVATION
To achieve conditions required for maintaining stable popula-
tion sizes of flagship species in accordance with the natural 
capacity of their habitats.
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THE AMUR TIGER POPULATION HAS INCREASED TO 600 INDIVIDUALS.
There are 540 Amur tigers living in the wild in Russia.

2017

2017 RESULTS

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF and VTB join forces to protect big cats
WWF has signed its largest agreement with a Russian company in terms of financing:
over five years, VTB Bank will provide 5 million US dollars for the conservation of big
cats – the Amur tiger, the Far Eastern Leopard, the Persian leopard, and the snow
leopard. Over the first year of cooperation between the bank and WWF, equipment for
anti-poaching activities and monitoring of animals was purchased. In particular, the
Hunting Oversight Department of Primorsky Krai and the Wildlife Protection Department
of Jewish Autonomous Oblast received Mitsubishi L200 pickup trucks and snowmobiles.
Snowmobiles, cars, boats, binoculars, GPS navigation devices, camera traps, satellite
phones, radios, and numerous other items were provided to a number of protected
areas, including the Ubsunur Hollow, Katun, Altai, Caucasus, Dagestan, North
Ossetian, and Lazovsky nature reserves, the Sailugem, Tunkin, and Bikin national
parks, and the Tyva Nature Park. The project also involved the development of survey
programmes for the snow leopard (see page 12 for more details) and the Persian
leopard, as well as monitoring of leopards released into the wild in the Russian
Caucasus in 2016.

WWF and VTB Bank begin a project for big cat conservation

2012
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540450‒480

AMUR TIGER
WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

VTB Bank will provide $5 
million for the conservation of 

Russia’s big cats

Amur tiger range in Russia
Khabarovsk Krai

Primorsky 
Krai

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy

https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/startoval-proekt-vtb-i-wwf-po-sokhraneniyu-redkikh-koshachikh/


New hunting rules approved in Primorsky Krai
In June 2017, the authorities of Primorsky Krai adopted new hunting rules developed 
by the regional Hunting Oversight Department jointly with WWF and the Amur Tiger 
Center with the involvement of hunting providers and hunters. For the first time in 
Russia, regional hunting rules take into account the principles of rational natural 
resource management, and this constitutes a giant step forward on the path to the 
conservation of the Amur tiger and the Far Eastern leopard.

The new rules impose additional restrictions on hunting and shorten the hunting season,
particularly for the wild boar and other ungulates. Stricter requirements will apply 
to drive hunting, as well the hunting of fur animals. This will help to increase the
abundance of prey species of the tiger and the leopard, and will close the regulatory
loopholes used by poachers earlier.
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6 PERSIAN LEOPARDS ARE RELEASED INTO THE WILD IN THE RUSSIAN CAUCASUS.
3 Persian leopards released into the wild in 2016.

Leopards adapted to living in the wild
A lot of work has been done since July 2016, when first Persian leopards were released
into the wild in the Caucasus Nature Reserve. WWF initiated the creation of a leopard
monitoring group, provided it with equipment, and continues supporting its activities.
The group includes skilled researches from academic institutions and the Caucasus
Nature Reserve. The experts continuously monitor the released animals, having
covered a total of 1300 km over a year. The data collected by the experts demonstrate
that the leopards have fully adapted to living in the wild: they successfully hunt and
avoid encounters with humans.

WWF supports regular training of state inspectors of protected areas aimed at
enhancing the effectiveness of their conservation work. Awareness raising activities at
local communities aim to support the peaceful coexistence of humans and the
predators. Currently experts explore the possibilities for releasing leopards and crating
new protected areas in the Republic of Dagestan. The predator monitoring network in
North Ossetia has been expanded.

The programme for reintroduction of Persian leopard in Russian Caucasus is
implemented by the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment with the
participation of Sochi National Park, Caucasus Nature Reserve, the Institute of Ecology
and Evolution of RAS, the Moscow Zoo, WWF-Russia, the Center for Caucasus Nature,
and with the assistance from the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA).

PERSIAN LEOPARD
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

2017 RESULTS

Persian leopard release area
Krasnodar Krai

Crimea

Adygea 
Republic



PREPARE TIGER HABITATS IN KAZAKHSTAN; ENSURE RESTORATION OF UNGULATE 
POPULATION SIZES.

In 2017, an agreement was signed that is going to give a push to the tiger reintroduction programme. 
The Government of Kazakhstan has approved the creation of the ili-Balkhash wildlife reserve in 2018.

An agreement on tiger conservation in signed in Kazakhstan
In September 2017, another step toward the reintroduction of tigers into the wild in
Kazakhstan was made. At the EXPO 2017 international exhibition in Astana, the
government of Kazakhstan and WWF signed a memorandum on the implementation of
a programme developed jointly with Kazakhstan experts in 2011. Researchers have
found that tigers that used to live in Kazakhstan’s floodplain forests were genetically
identical to the Amur tiger currently found in the Ussuri Taiga – coniferous forests in the
Russian Far East. This makes it possible to restore the extinct population in Kazakhstan
using animals from the Far East. An area totaling 500 thousand ha in the Ili River Delta,
to the south of the Lake Balkhash, can be a suitable habitat for the rare predator. The
first and the most important stage of the programme is the creation of the Ili-Balkhash
Wildlife Reserve. If the programme succeeds, Kazakhstan will become the world’s first
country to restore a completely extinct tiger population. What makes the programme
unique is the restoration of extensive floodplain forests – a historical tiger habitat.
Furthermore, the tiger reintroduction programme will contribute to the global Tx2 goal –
to double the number of wild tigers by 2022 – and the implementation of commitments
taken by all tiger range countries at the St. Petersburg summit in 2010.

500 thousand ha ―
the area of suitable

tiger habitat

Tigers will return to Kazakhstan 70 years after their extinction
The government of Kazakhstan supported the idea of tiger reintroduction

TIGER IN KAZAKHSTAN
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Tiger reintroduction area 
in Kazakhstan

Lake Balkhash

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

2017 RESULTS

https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/tigry-vernutsya-v-kazakhstan-spustya-70-let-posle-polnogo-ischeznoveniya-/
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/pravitelstvo-kazakhstana-podderzhalo-ideyu-vozvrashcheniya-tigra/


SNOW LEOPARD
THE SNOW LEOPARD POPULATION IN RUSSIA IS STABLE
AND COMPRISES ABOUT 50 INDIVIDUALS.

The number of snow leopards in the five key groups in Russia remains 
stable at the level of about 50 individuals.

2017

> 53

2012

32‒40*

Snow leopard survey has been completed
In January 2017, the most comprehensive surveys of the snow leopard (also known as
irbis) in the entire history of the predator conservation in Russia were conducted at
WWF’s initiative. Financial support for the work was provided by VTB Bank. These
surveys were unique in that they covered virtually the entire range of the snow leopard
in Russia, involving an unprecedented number of experts and organizations. The key
objectives of the study included an assessment of the state of snow leopard groups in
Russia, producing more accurate estimates of the population sizes of the predator itself
and its key prey species – Siberian goat – and updating the action plan for the rare cat
conservation.

Results of the 2017 surveys have demonstrated that the number of animals in the five
key groups in Russia remains stable – over 53 individuals. The total snow leopard
population size in Russia, according to expert estimates, is between 70 and 90
individuals. In Altai Republic, specifically in the Argut River valley and the Kuray
Mountain Range, the population is on the rise, whereas in Tyva Republic experts
observe an increase in the poaching of wild ungulates, which poses a threat to snow
leopards. The irbis group in the Eastern Sayan Mountains is also threatened, mainly
due to a catastrophically low population size of the Siberian goat. This requires urgent
actions to combat poaching and establish new protected areas.
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COMPLETED

70−90 snow leopards
live in Russia

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

2017 RESULTS

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy

* Expert estimate

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION



An interagency anti-poaching brigade has started its work 
in Altai Republic
In 2017, WWF called on the Ministry of Natural Resources, Ecology and Property
Relations of Altai Republic to revive the interagency anti-poaching brigade, which used
to function in the region. WWF is convinced that the conservation of wildlife in general
and key groups of the snow leopard in particular requires an urgent scale-up of efforts
to combat poaching, the most effective approach being joint raids by several agencies.
WWF’s initiative was supported by most agencies of Altai Republic related to the
environment and its protection. The Fund is prepared to support core activities of the
brigade and contribute to providing the inspectors with necessary equipment.

The interagency anti-poaching brigade has already achieved its first success: in fall
2017, as part of the brigade activities, the Border Guards Department for Altai Republic
apprehended two poacher groups involved in illegal hunting of the Siberian goat and the
argali sheep. The poachers who had killed three argali were sentenced to community
service and fined 500 thousand rubles.
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Stable groups of the snow 
leopard in Russia Altai Krai

Kemerovo
Oblast

Krasnoyarsk Krai

Irkutsk
OblastKhakassia

Republic

Buryatia
Republic

Tyva Republic
Altai

Republic

MONGOLIA



WWF presented and piloted a new snow leopard monitoring 
methodology
In May 2017, WWF for the first time presented a concept of a standardized snow
leopard monitoring programme. The participants of the international meeting “Snow
Leopard Monitoring and Conservation in the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion” organized by WWF
with support from VTB Bank were suggested to use a common approach towards the
species monitoring.

The proposed programme was developed by leading Russian and foreign experts in the
field at the initiative of and with support from WWF. According to the new methodology,
monitoring efforts will be focused on territories of the species’ known groups instead of
being spread across the entire range. The methodology envisions a different approach
toward the installation of camera traps and computer analysis of collected monitoring
data. The global adoption of the common methodology proposed by WWF-Russia will
help to collect up-to- date data, estimate the minimum sizes of known snow leopard
groups, identify population size trends, and evaluate the effectiveness of conservation
measures. The proposed monitoring programme was also presented in August 2017 at
the International Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Forum in Bishkek. The field testing of
the methodology took place in Russia in the winter 2017-2018; further tests in
Kazakhstan and Mongolia are planned for the coming spring. Assisted by WWF,
inspectors of the State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry of Kyrgyzstan
received training in using the standardized snow leopard monitoring methodology in the
Northern Tian Shan Mountains.

WWF-Russia presented a new snow leopard monitoring methodology

A system of snow leopard “passports” has been created
In 2017, WWF updated an information system for snow leopard surveys and started
filling it with historic survey data. Until recently, Russia did not have a shared
information resource on snow leopard population and distribution: individual centers 
and expert groups maintained their own fragmented databases not connected to each 
other. As a result, sometimes the same animal was recorded as two or more different
individuals, which led to an overstatement of the population size. The new online
system, developed in 2015 at the initiative and with the involvement of WWF and first
presented in a pilot mode in 2016, allows experts to maintain a shared database,
supporting more accurate identification of individuals. Based on the testing results, the
system was updated, and experts started filling it with individual profiles (“passports”) of
snow leopards – first those living the Altai Mountains, then in Buryatia and Tyva.
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https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/wwf-rossii-predstavil-novuyu-metodiku-monitoringa-snezhnogo-barsa-na-mezhdunarodnom-forume-v-kyrgyzs/
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Hunters help to protect the snow leopard
At WWF’s initiative and with support from the company Pernod Ricard Rouss, in 2017
residents of mountain villages located close to the protected areas of the Argut River
Basin were engaged in snow leopard conservation activities. After being trained, three
hunters with a good knowledge of the animal’s habits started to install and check
camera traps, provide data to experts, and monitor snow leopards in a designated area.
In 2017 alone, the hunters collected over 100 photos of the elusive predator. Other
responsibilities of these hunters acting as community inspectors include removing
poachers’ snares, educating other community members, and reporting illegal activities.
The key partner of WWF in this work is the Sailugem National Park.

WWF and Citi Foundation support communities of the Altai
WWF and Citi Foundation jointly with Altai-Sayan Mountain Partnership conducted an
annual project competition in communities located near protected areas in Altai
Republic. The key objective of the programme is to deter community members from
poaching and illegal resource harvesting by engaging them in small business activities.
The funds provided by the foundations will help competition winners to construct
guesthouses, establish an ethnoecological park, build an apiary, open a souvenir shop
and a café. Over the five years of partnership between WWF and Citi Foundation more
than 170 residents of Altai’s remote areas established their small ecotourism or rural
tourism businesses, having received some 6.5 million rubles of microloans. Over 1000
persons received training in traditional crafts and small business administration; 187
new jobs have been created and 48 tourist facilities have been built. The Altai Guide, a
recently created website, provides information about programme participants providing
ecotourism services.

187jobs in ecotourism and 
rural tourism were created over 

5 years in Altai Republic with 
support from WWF
and Citi Foundation

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
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ARGALI MOUNTAIN SHEEP
THE ARGALI MOUNTAIN SHEEP POPULATION IN FOUR TRANSBOUNDARY GROUPS 
IN RUSSIA AND MONGOLIA HAS GROWN TO 1400-1500 INDIVIDUALS.

Four transboundary groups in Russia and Mongolia comprise
4675 argali sheep.

Argali survey conducted
According to an international survey, there are some 4675 Altai argali sheep in the
transboundary group on the Russian – Mongolian border. Surveys supported by 
WWF-Russia and WWF Mongolia are conducted annually in the transboundary area of 
the two countries.

When WWF and its partners conducted the first international monitoring of argali 
population in a transboundary area between Russia, Mongolia, and Kazakhstan in 2003, 
they estimated the number of animals at 1080–1170. At that time, WWF launched an 
argali conservation project in the Altai-Sayan ecoregion, which included training customs 
officials and border guards, designation of additional protected areas, creation of 
anti-poaching groups, and awareness raising among local communities. The number of 
argali in the region has not declined in the recent years and WWF hopes that the popula-
tion will remain stable, provided that anti-poaching efforts continue.

WWF experts counted argali mountain sheep in Altai

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

COMPLETEDIMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

2017 RESULTS

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy

Main habitats of the argali 
mountain sheep in the Russia – 
Mongolia Altai Republic

Tyva Republic

MONGOLIA

20172012

1200 4675

Argali population in Russia
The size of the transboundary argali group – 4675 individuals. There is no comparable data for 2012, 
since a survey was not conducted.

https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/spetsialisty-wwf-poschitali-altayskogo-gornogo-barana/
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EUROPEAN BISON
THE EUROPEAN BISON POPULATION IN THE RUSSIAN CAUCASUS HAS GROWN 
TO 120 INDIVIDUALS.

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy

113 European bison live in the Russian Caucasus in the wild.

67 113

20172012

WWF brought bison to Russia
In December, European bison from Sweden arrived in the Oksky Nature Reserve. In
2014, the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources asked WWF to assist in bringing new
animals from Europe in order to increase genetic diversity of the domestic population. In
2016, WWF-Russia reached an agreement with WWF-Sweden and Eriksberg, a natural
park in Sweden, on purchasing 17 bison for Russia

After a quarantine period, some of the new bison will stay at Oksky’s bison breeding
center. Other animals will be transported to the Turmonsky Wildlife Refuge, where they
will form a part of a new free-roaming bison herd – the second in North Ossetia.

17 European bison from Sweden arrived in Russia

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

2017 RESULTS

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/17-zubrov-iz-shvetsii-pribyli-v-rossiyu/


European bison survey in North Ossetia has been completed
WWF and specialists of the North-Ossetian Nature Reserve conducted a survey of
European bison in the Republic of North Ossetia – Alania. According to the survey
results, currently there are 78 thoroughbred bison, including 6 calves, living in the
republic. The animals are healthy and feeling well, having enough food. At the same
time, the survey has demonstrated the need to enhance monitoring approaches used in
the Kartsinsky Mountain Range (Tseysky nature sanctuary): more camera traps are
needed to provide more accurate and up-to- date information about the species.

78 bison live
in North Ossetia
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Free-roaming bison groups
in the North Caucasus

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

Karachay-Cherkess
Republic

Republic of North
Ossetia – Alania

ABKHAZIA

GEORGIA
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POLAR BEAR
PROTECTION OF THE KEY POLAR BEAR DENNING AND FEEDING AREAS IS ENSURED.

Monitoring of polar bears in their key habitats in the Russian Arctic has been conducted. 
Equipment and materials have been donated to volunteer groups patrolling communities where 
the risks of human-bear encounters are high.

The “Bear’s Den” and “Spring Track” operations successfully 
completed
In April, WWF conducted its traditional spring activities in key polar bear habitats –
“Bear’s Den” in Chukotka and “Spring Track” in Yakutia. In these regions, Bear Patrol
teams comprised of volunteers from remote Arctic communities have been active for
over 10 years. In spring, sows with their cubs leave maternity dens, being very
vulnerable and making easy prey for poachers. Therefore, the key objectives of Bear
Patrol teams at that time include protecting bears from poachers and population
monitoring.

The polar bear range and areas where the “Bear’s Den” and “Spring Track” were conducted

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

2017 RESULTS

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017
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WWF’s Bear Patrol found 7 polar bear dens on the Chukotka coast

In Chukotka, participants of the “Bear’s Den 2017” surveyed the area of the Vankarem
settlement, Kolyuchin Bay, and Kolyuchin Island, having found seven dens. Based on
the analysis of animal tracks and sightings, they concluded that at least ten cubs had
been born that year. According to WWF experts, this is a good result: the number of
dens has not changed compared to the results of similar surveys taken 20–30 years ago.

In Yakutia, patrol teams using snowmobiles and cross-country vehicles covered over
2.5 thousand kilometers in two weeks. They surveyed the coast of the East Siberian
Sea, the lower reaches of the Kolyma and Indigirka rivers, and the Bear Islands
archipelago. The teams comprised both local environmental protection inspectors and
WWF experts. The expedition was supported by the “4 Seasons” brand.

In the Bear Islands area, the inspectors discovered five dens, one occupied and four
recently abandoned; they also spotted a sow with a cub near Krestovsky Island. Experts
believe that at least six cubs were born there this season, and at least 15 polar bears
were present in the survey area during the expedition. This means that the area
remains significant to the bear population. Survey results will be used in planning
additional protected areas in the region.

The “Spring Track” operation was also conducted in Nenets Autonomous Oblast. To
ensure its effectiveness, WWF carried out an aerial survey in the area of Vaygach
Island and identified signs of the presence of four bears and their successful hunting.
Volunteers involved in the rare species conservation helped to drive a bear away from
the Amderma community. WWF donated a snowmobile to volunteers living in Vaygach
Island, whereas the Amderma administration received an all-terrain vehicle.

7 dens found
over the course of the

“Bear’s Den 2017” operation

5 dens foun
 over the course of the 

“Spring Track” operation

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/medvezhiy-patrul-wwf-obnaruzhil-7-berlog-belykh-medvedey-na-poberezhe-chukotki-/


In Khabarovsk Krai, the Year of Protected Areas in Russia culminated in the designa-
tion of five regional protected areas at once. The largest of them is the Shaman-Yai 
Wildlife Refuge in the Tiul-Shaman Mountain Range and the Yai River valley. The 
decision to protect the unique natural complex was made at the initiative of the 
Institute of Water and Environmental Problems (Far Eastern Branch of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences) and WWF-Russia. Thus, by the end of 2017, 120,957 hectares 
were added to the region’s protected areas.

The five newly created protected areas will help to save unique ‘islands’ of Ussuri Taiga,
natural monuments, pristine deciduous forests, rare animal and plant species, and
major Pacific salmon spawning sites.

Over 120 thousand ha of protected nature areas created in Khabarovsk Krai
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SPECIALLY PROTECTED NATURE AREAS
TO DEVELOP THE SYSTEM OF SPECIALLY PROTECTED NATURE AREAS AS THE MAIN 
TOOL FOR BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS.

By the end of 2017, 9 million ha of protected areas were created in priority Russian ecoregions 
with WWF’s participation.

Over 120 thousand ha of protected areas have been designated 
in Khabarovsk Krai

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

9,2

120 thousand ha
were added to protected areas 

in Khabarovsk Krai

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

2017 RESULTS

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017
Mi

llio
n h

a

The total area of protected areas created in Russia’s priority ecoregions with WWF participation

https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-khabarovskom-krae-pod-okhranu-vzyaty-bolee-120-000-ga-prirodnykh-territoriy/


A new regional protected area was created in Dagestan in 2017. Sulakskaya Lagoon is
one of the largest lagoons of the Caspian shore in Dagestan, an important nesting,
resting, and wintering area for many waterfowl and certain desert and steppe bird
species. It became the third protected area created in Dagestan in 2017 with WWF’s
support, the other two being natural parks – Khunzakhsky and Dzhangal. The
Khunzakhsky Natural Park is remarkable due to a diversity of landscapes within its
relatively small area – there are birch and pine forests, subalpine meadows, rocks and
screes. A unique feature of the local vegetation is European yew communities. The park
is a home to 142 vertebrate species, including 20 listed in the Red Books of Russia and
Dagestan. The Mountain Dzhangal in the natural park of the same name overlooks a
plateau with several caves and major karst springs. The area is important for the study
and conservation of migratory birds. The creation of the protected area will help to
regulate recreational load and ensure rational long-term use of the site for educational
tourism activities.

As a result, almost 6 thousand hectares were added to protected areas of the region.
This number is not particularly large on a national scale, but what makes the new
protected areas important is that they have been created in a densely populated area.
The designation of the new protected areas has demonstrated once again that
cooperation between the Dagestan government and WWF helps to address the most
complex challenges, supporting both regional development and the conservation of its
unique nature.

Three protected areas created in Dagestan
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST 
MANAGEMENT
To ensure biodiversity conservation in the Russian forests and
prevent their degradation.
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THE AREA OF FSC-CERTIFIED FORESTS REACHES 45 MILLION HA.
The area of FSC-certified forests in russia is over 44 million ha.  

VOLUNTARY FOREST CERTIFICATION (FSC*)

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

44,5

The number of FSC-certified companies in Russia continues to grow. In 2017,
certificates of responsible forest management were granted to OJSC Kondopozhsky
LPKh and CJSC Ladvinsky Lespromkhoz – two companies in the supply chain of Stora
Enso, one of the world’s largest producers of paper, packaging, and wood products. As
a result, the overall area of the company’s FSC-certified forests approached 1.3 million ha.

The area of certified forests is also expanding in Altai Krai, where it reached 88,128 ha
by 2017. As a result, the overall area of certified forests in the entire Altai-Sayan
ecoregion is now around 117 thousand ha, or 4 times more than in 2013.
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Voluntary forest certification is on the rise

*Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) is an independent, 
non-governmental, not-

for-profit organization 
established to promote the 

responsible management of 
theworld’s forests.

 4 times – increase
in the area of FSC-certified 

forests in the Attai-Sayan
ecoregion

45 million ha — WWF target for 2017
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The area of high conservation value forests (HCVF) identified by FSC-certified
companies in their lease areas has grown substantially. By the middle of 2017, their
area reached 13.9 million ha, or 1.5 times more than five years ago. Management
practices in such forests prioritize biodiversity conservation, maintenance of ecological
balance, and needs of local communities. Of all HCVF areas, 7.5 million ha are
completely excluded from economic development (this is 4 times more than in 2012),
whereas on 270 thousand ha logging is prohibited by moratorium agreements between
WWF and logging companies. This progress is a result of WWF’s efforts to enhance the
effectiveness of FSC certification, which made forest companies to approach the
allocation of high-value forests more responsibly.

The area of high-value forests on certified lands increased by 
5 million ha

1,5 times — 
increase in the area of 

high-value forests in the 
lease areas of

environmentally responsible 
companies
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

WWF starts to work 
on the 2012—2017 
strategy

The area of high conservation value forests on FSC-certified lands including those excluded
from economic development
Source: Public reports of FSC-certified companies
*The data for 2017 will be available in 2018.

Area of the HCVF Including those excluded from economic development



2 million ha – WWF target for 2017

HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FORESTS (HCVF)

WWF-Russia Annual Report 2017 | 24

TO INCREASE THE AREA OF HCVF PROTECTED UNDER AGREEMENTS BETWEEN 
WWF AND LOGGING COMPANIES TO 2 MILLION HA.

The area of HCVF protected under agreements Between wwf and logging companies is 1.9 million ha.

Area of protected high conservation value forests (HCVF)
The data for 2017 will be available in 2018.

20162012

As part of its long-term partnership with IKEA, WWF collected new information on the
area and boundaries of intact forest landscapes (IFL) in the Caucasus ecoregion. The
experts worked “by elimination”, using satellite images to progressively remove
disturbed and substantially transformed landscapes from the map. In the end they 
found that the Russian Caucasus has 15 IFLs with an area of 5.2 million ha, or some 9% 
of the entire area of the ecoregion. Conservation of high-value forest is a priority to 
WWF, since they are home to numerous plant and animal species. The data collected 
by WWF are essential for the future development of the regional protected area 
network, for logging companies having or seeking FSC certification, and companies 
procuring timber from the region.

WWF has collected new data on intact forests of 
the Russian Caucasus

Caucasus has intact forest landscapes

9% of the Russian 
Caucasus area is covered by 

intact forest landscapes
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https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/na-kavkaze-eshche-ostalis-malonarushennye-lesnye-territorii/


KEDR, a system for satellite monitoring of forest change developed by WWF, is
effectively used in Primorsky Krai to prevent illegal logging. At the end of June, WWF
handed over the system to the regional authorities. In July, a rapid response team 
under the State Oversight Division of the regional Forestry Department created with 
WWF’s support started its operations in the area of two forest districts. In 2017, the 
group conducted six raids responding to alerts from KEDR based on satellite data. As a 
result, 11 cases of illegal logging were identified in the Roshchinnsky forest district 
(331.71 m³ of harvested wood, environmental damage estimated at 24.2 million 
rubles), and three cases of illegal logging were identified in the Dalnerechnensky forest 
district (the identification of the volume of wood and environmental damage is in 
progress).

Following in the footsteps Primorsky Krai, Khabarovsk Krai also introduced the KEDR
system, which already has helped to identify an illegal logging site (volume of wood 
84.7 m³ , environmental damage 3.8 million rubles). The logging equipment used by
perpetrators has been seized; a criminal case has been initiated and investigation is in
progress.

Now one can say with certainty that KEDR has demonstrated its effectiveness, raising
the oversight of forest harvesting to a completely new level.

The KEDR system demonstrates excellent results

The KEDR forest monitoring system demonstrates its effectiveness in Primorsky Krai
Khabarovsk Krai digitizes forest management

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Russia has corrected a mistake
made in 2016 when new Logging Rules were adopted. The document expanded
possibilities for commercial logging in valuable Siberian pine forests with particularly
grave potential consequences for forests in the range of Amur tiger. After protests from
WWF and other environmental organizations the ministry decided to reinstate the
restrictions which used in force earlier. However, this potentially grave error is not the
only “weak link” in the current logging regulations. For example, restrictions on the 
area of clear-cut harvesting in protected areas have been lifted; the requirement to 
ensure protection of all species included in the Red Books, except for trees and shrubs, 
has been removed. WWF hopes that the Ministry of Natural Resources will make 
serious efforts to update and amend the Logging Rules. WWF experts are open for 
cooperation and engagement with all stakeholders in the interest of the preservation of 
Russia’s forest riches.

The ban on commercial harvesting of Siberian pine is reinstated
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15 незаконных рубок 
выявлено в ареале 

амурского тигра при 
поддержке WWF

в 2017 году
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3

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT
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SUSTAINABLE 
FISHERIES
To maintain the productivity of marine ecosystems and ensure 
that salmon and white fish (Alaska pollock, haddock, and cod) 
stocks in the Barents, Bering and Okhotsk Seas are used 
sustainably.
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According to WWF, MSC-certified catches of white fish (cod, haddock, and pollock) in
the Barents Sea and the Sea of Okhotsk comprise 52% of the overall white fish and
salmon catch in Russia, whereas MSC-certified catches of salmon at Kamchatka and
Sakhalin account for 3% of that amount. Thus, the percentage of certified catches of
white fish and salmon in Russia is 55%. The country accounts for 16% of the global
MSC-certified catch.

55% OF THE WHITE FISH AND SALMON CATCH IN THE BARENTS, BERING AND 
OKHOTSK SEAS IS HARVESTED ACCORDING TO THE SUSTAINABLE FISHING 
PRINCIPLES (MSC)*.

55% of the total white fish and salmon catch comes from MSC-certified fisheries.
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Percentage of MSC-certified catch of white fish and Pacific salmon in 2012-2017.

MSC-certified catch in Russia and globally

16%

84%
Other countries
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* Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) — a system of voluntary 

sustainability certification of 
marine fisheries.

A decline in catches is due to 
a decrease in salmon migration 
to the Sakhalin Island

55 %55% — WWF target for 2017

% MSC-certified white fish
% overall MSC-certified catch
% MSC-certified salmon

Russia

Data for 2015-2016
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SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

WWF starts 
to work on the 
2012—2017 
strategy



Voluntary marine certification is gaining ground
In 2017, WWF experts participated in regular audits of member companies of the Union
of Fishing Industries of the North producing cod and haddock in the Barents sea, and
members of the Pollock Catchers Association (the Sea of Okhotsk). Based on the audit
results, WWF prepared recommendation and proposals for the improvement of
environmental responsibility of the industry, which were sent to companies undergoing
surveillance audits required by MSC. WWF experts also participate in the re-certification
of pollock fisheries in the Sea of Okhotsk and provide advice to companies seeking to
certify their salmon fisheries off the eastern and western coasts of Kamchatka.

Poaching on the Bolshaya River has dropped

Anti-poaching team is active in Kamchatka

WWF has reviewed results of a five-year project to combat illegal fishing on the
Bolshaya River in the Kamchatka Peninsula. The river with its tributaries spans over
hundreds of kilometers, and government authorities often do not have enough
resources to effectively control poaching within such a large area. Therefore in 2012
WWF in partnership with the foundation “Save Salmon Together” started a project to
build a network of community inspectors. At the beginning of the project, there was a
single fish protection post on the Bolshaya River and some 10 inspectors, with annual
funding amounting to 1-2 million rubles. Obviously, that was not enough to keep
poaching under control, given the scale of illegal activities at the time. In 2016, the
initiative of non-governmental organizations was supported by the Northeastern
Territorial Department of the Federal Fishery Agency and local fishing companies. They
invested over 50 million rubles to support activities of 15 fish protection posts and 30
inspectors. This lead to a substantial decrease in poaching, and spawning sites started
to get filled with salmon – in 2017 the number of salmon spawning in the Bolshaya River
was unprecedented for many years.
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In 2017,
 an unprecedented number of 

salmon spawning in the 
Bolshaya River was observed

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/na-kamchatke-rabotaet-antibrakonerskaya-brigada/


CLIMATE AND ENERGY
To limit the impact of anthropogenic climate change on nature 
and people at a level corresponding to an increase in global 
average temperature of less than 2 °C above pre-industrial 
levels by the end of the 21st century.
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WWF experts analyzed scenarios for Russia’s economy and energy sector and
demonstrated the essential role of global low-carbon development – particularly the
measures taken by the country’s key trade partners. Joint efforts of the scientific and
expert community resulted in the development of a fundamentally new energy strategy,
which for the first time did not envision the growth of СО 2 emissions. The Energy
Strategy of Russia to 2035, which has been approved by the Ministry of Energy,
includes two main scenarios – the optimistic and the conservative ones with the
average annual GDP growth rates of 3% and 2% respectively. Experts from WWF and
other organizations demonstrated that neither of these two scenarios would entail
emission growth. WWF actively contributes to the development of a long-term low-
carbon development strategy for Russia, which the Ministry of Economic Development
has to submit to the Russian government in 2019.

TO REVERSE THE TREND FROM INCREASING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IN RUSSIA 
TO REDUCING THEM.

The growth of greenhouse gas emissions In Russia has stopped.
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Actual emissions

Energy Strategy of Russia to 2030 (2009)

Energy Strategy of Russia to 2035 (without emission growth, 2017)

Long-term decarbonization – WWF’s goal promoted as Low-Carbon 
Strategy for Russia

Carbon regulation advocated by WWF

WWF has demonstrated that the Russian economy will benefit 
from development without growing СО2 emissions
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TO RAISE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND PROMOTE LOW-CARBON DEVELOPMENT, 
RUSSIA STARTS TO INTRODUCE “CARBON” ECONOMIC INSTRUMENTS AIMED AT 
LONG-TERM REDUCTION OF GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.

Russian ministries and agencies implement the action plan for carbon regulation and preparation 
for the Paris Agreement ratification.

With the active participation of the scientific and expert community, including WWF
among others, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of Russia developed and
approved two methodologies necessary for future regulation of greenhouse gas
emissions. The first document introduces methods to calculate carbon sequestration by
forests, whereas the second one deals with calculating emissions associated with
electricity consumption. The methodologies were approved despite strong resistance
from the coal lobby, which proposed different approaches that would allow the coal
industry to avoid action.

In the beginning of 2017, the Russian government approved a plan for increasing
energy efficiency of the economy. Many regulatory measures envisioned by the plan 
will lead to emission reduction. At the end of the year, having analyzed new data about
Russia’s prospects for participating in the Paris Agreement produced with the
involvement of WWF experts, the ministry strengthened the parameters of the plan. 
By 2030, the planned actions in the industrial, transportation, and housing sectors 
should result in a decrease in the energy intensity of GDP by 52% compared to the 2016 
level. This implies an energy intensity reduction rate approximately twice as high as 
planned earlier (Energy Strategy of Russia to 2035) and is in line with WWF’s strategy.

In 2017, WWF emphasized that the global low-carbon trend entailed major risks for
Russian exports, unless the exporters conduct their business in a green way. By the
end of 2017, a number of state-controlled companies started introducing carbon
regulation measures (control and reduction of energy and fuel consumption). Currently
these measures cover approximately 10% of СО 2 emissions or some 250 million 
tonnes per year.

Russian Ministry of Natural Resources approves two essential 
methodologies

52% —
decrease in energy intensity 

of the Russian economy by 
2030 according to the
Ministry of Economic 

Development

CLIMATE AND ENERGY
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 WWF produced unique 
forecasts of extreme 

temperatures and 
precipitation

in Arctic regions
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RUSSIA STARTS IMPLEMENTING NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION 
MEASURES.

WWF launched major projects in the Arctic. The ministry of economic development adopted
a roadmap For the national adaptation plan.

In 2017, WWF started the first major project in Russia focused on climate change
adaptation of the environmental protection sector. Plans for the next seven years
include designating several new protected areas and developing measures to protect
the polar bear, walrus, wild reindeer, Siberian white crane, and other animals. All these
measures will be based on a detailed analysis of long-term climate changes. Already in
2017, the project delivered first results – unique forecasts of frequency and magnitude
of extreme temperatures and precipitation in Arctic regions. This is a substantial
improvement over the previous forecasts that provided only average seasonal
temperatures. This kind of data is essential for building an effective environmental
conservation system, for example, for protecting the wild reindeer in the Taimyr
Peninsula.

The year 2017 also saw a progress in the national policy-making on climate change
adaptation. The Russian Ministry of Economic Development prepared and approved 
the Roadmap for the National Adaptation Plan. The involvement of climate scientists 
and WWF experts helped to ensure a high scientific quality of the document and the
incorporation of forestry and environmental protection issues, which was opposed by
many representatives of the business sector.

WWF produced new data on climate change and its impact 
on the Arctic environment

8.4 million Euros to be invested in environmental conservation in the northern regions of Russia
The Arctic requires active climate change adaptation

2017 RESULTS

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

CLIMATE AND ENERGY

https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/v-sokhranenie-prirody-severnykh-rayonov-rossii-budet-vlozheno-8-4-mln-evro/
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/arktika-trebuet-aktivnoy-adaptatsii-k-izmeneniyam-klimata/


GREEN ECONOMY
To reduce Russia’s ecological footprint at the national and 
regional levels.

WWF GOAL
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In 2017, Zarubezhneft joined the community of Russian oil and gas companies whose
corporate policies and practices included requirements and actions to prevent animal
deaths in case of an oil facility accident. The understanding of the business sector’s role
in and responsibility for biodiversity conservation increasingly spreads both in Russia
and around the world. In 2014, Russian President Vladimir Putin supported WWF’s
initiative for the development of corporate programmes for biodiversity conservation in
Arctica. As a result, operators of the Sakhalin 1 and 2 projects, which already had such
programmes at that time, were joined by other companies. By now the number of
companies strengthening their environmental responsibility in this way has reached
seven. Collectively, they spend 900 million rubles per year on environmental projects.

The number of companies including biodiversity conservation 
in their policies and practices has increased
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REDUCE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF FIVE RUSSIAN EXTRACTION 
COMPANIES THROUGH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE WORLD’S BEST ENVIRONMENTAL 
STANDARDS.

7 oil and gas companies have adopted biodiversity conservation policies.
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– Exxon Neftegas Limited (Sakhalin-1 
project) and Sakhalin Energy Investment 
Company Ltd. (Sakhalin-2 project)
– Yamal LNG (a joint venture of Novatek, 
Total S.A., and CNPC)



In 2017, WWF called on oil and gas companies to join the World Bank’s initiative “Zero
Routine Flaring by 2030”. The initiative seeks to end the practice of the flaring of
associated petroleum gas (APG) – an old problem of the Russian oil and gas sector.
Unfortunately, over the last two or three years several regions saw a negative trend –
the amount of APG flared at oilfields started to grow. The World Bank’s initiative joined
by dozens of foreign companies implies the commitment to eliminate APG flaring at
existing oilfields by 2030 and develop new oil fields in a way consistent with sustainable
APG utilization. WWF’s call was supported by LUKOIL, which became the first Russian
company to join the initiative.

First Russian company supports WWF’s initiative to eliminate 
associated petroleum gas flaring

At the end of 2017, WWF in partnership with CREON Energy, a consultancy, and with
the participation of the National Rating Agency presented the fourth Environmental
Transparency Rating of 22 oil and gas companies. The rating is the only instrument in
Russia for comparative evaluation of environmental reporting and performance of
companies producing at least 1.5 million tonnes of oil per year and collectively
accounting for some 97% of the country’s oil production.

WWF presented the fourth Environmental Transparency Rating 
of Oil and Gas Companies

A rating of environmental responsibility of oil and gas companies in Russia is presented
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https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/podvedeny-itogi-reytinga-ekologicheskoy-otvetstvennosti-neftegazovykh-kompaniy-rossii-2017/


DEVELOP A METHODOLOGY AND PRODUCE AN ENVIRONMENTAL TRANSPARENCY 
RATING OF MINING AND METALS COMPANIES.

A methodology for an environmental transparency rating of mining and metals companies has been
developed, the first (pilot) rating of mining companies has been produced.

In December 2017, in the run-up to the 5 th Russian Environmental Protection Congress,
WWF presented a rating of mining and metals companies produced in partnership with
UNDP, GEF, and the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. The
study builds upon the methodology of a similar rating of oil and gas companies and
enables comparison of environmental transparency and environmental impacts,
including those on biodiversity, across the mining and metals sector.

The rating is focused on environmental transparency and non-financial reporting 
practices of companies. It is based on a range of documents covering their environmental 
activities and social projects.

The rating covered 33 Russia’s largest companies, some of them active in WWF’s
priority ecoregions. The three rating leaders included Kinross Gold, Polymetal
International, and ALROSA Group.

WWF assessed environmental transparency of mining and 
metals companies

WWF presented the first rating of mining and metals companies
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INCREASED NUMBER OF INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES FINANCING BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION PROJECTS IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS.

Two industrial companies allocated funds to finance the conservation of a regional flagship species — 
Oriental stork.

The number of Oriental stork nests in three model districts (regional wildlife refuges – Amursky, Muravyevsky, and Berezovsky)
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WWF has taken stock of five years of implementing a joint project with the Federal Grid
Company (FGC UES) to protect Oriental storks nesting on power transmission lines in 
the Amur River Basin. In 2017, the project was supported by the Russian Geographical 
Society (RGS). The bank HSBC has been supporting the project for several years. The 
stork nesting area in the region has been transformed by human activities and experienc-
es strong anthropogenic pressure. The number of high trees capable of supporting a 
heavy nest has been continually decreasing, forcing the birds to build their nests on 
transmission towers, which often leads to grid disruption and bird deaths. Since 2013, 
under a cooperation agreement with WWF, FGC UES has been installing special devices 
to prevent birds from nesting in dangerous locations on the towers and constructing safe 
nesting platforms. Overall, some 4 thousand devices have been installed on high-voltage 
transmission lines in the Amur and Zeya river basins since 2013, including more than 
1300 installed in 2017.

Recent years have seen the growth in the population size of Oriental stork and the 
expansion of its range.

In 2017, FGC UEC, WWF, and RGS signed an agreement on further joint actions aimed 
at stock conservation. The partners are going to develop an evidence-based approach for
estimating trends in the stork population and range, and identify the most effective 
actions to protect the rare bird.

At the end of 2017, another industrial company active in Amur Oblast, NordGold, 
decided to provide funds for WWF’s Oriental stork conservation programme.

Grid company joins environmentalists in protecting storks

Federal Grid Company, RGS, and WWF take joint action to protect the Oriental stork
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https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/sovmestnaya-rabota-federalnoy-setevoy-kompanii-rgo-i-wwf-rossii-zashchishchaet-dalnevostochnogo-aist/


REDUCE ADVERSE ENVIRONEMNTAL IMPACTS OF COMPANIES THROUGH 
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE WORLD’S BEST ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

Sovcomflot became the fist shipping company to incorporate the objective of swtiching to LNG fuel
Into its business strategy.

 In 2017, representatives of the key ministries and agencies supported WWF’s initiative
to replace heavy fuel oil currently used as a fuel for Arctic shipping with liquified natural
gas (LNG). WWF is convinced that switching to LNG is an effective measure to
eliminate the threat of oil pollution in the Arctic. WWF experts repeatedly called for this
measure: in particular, in a 2017 report and at several conferences attended by
representatives or key ministries and major companies, including the Arctic Forum in
Archangelsk and the Transport Week in December 2017. Speaking at a meeting of the
Maritime Collegium of the Russian government in October, Serei Donskoy, the Minister
of Natural Resources and Environment, noted that, given the expected expansion of
resource exploration and extraction operations in the Arctic, the use of LNG will help to
substantially reduce risks to marine ecosystems. The construction of LNG-fueled
icebreakers has already begun. Sovcomflot, Russia’s largest maritime shipping
company, has also announced its plans to replace heavy fuel oil with LNG.

WWF’s initiative on reducing environmental risks of shipping 
in the Arctic is supported by key ministries and business
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ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS ARE INCLUDED IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS 
AT THE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LEVELS.

Regional governments use the Ecological Footprint Index in long-term socio-economic planning.

WWF experts participated in the preparation of the Human Development Report for the
Russian Federation, which was presented in December 2017 by the Analytical Center of
the Russian government. The report recognizes the need to use environmental
indicators (including the Ecological Footprint) in long-term socio-economic planning.
WWF contributed to the report preparation by building a model of regional development,
which combines human development indicators with those reflecting anthropogenic
pressure on the environment and the state of natural capital.

WWF contributed to the Human Development Report for 
the Russian Federation

ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR GOODS AND SERVICES ARE INCORPORATED 
IN THE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT SYSTEM.

In Moscow, the incorporation of environmental requirements in public procurement policies 
and practices has begun.

WWF has developed environmental criteria for goods and services, which will be used
in Moscow’s public procurement system. The updated policies require public authorities
and organizations to purchase pulp and paper products and other goods produced with
minimal environmental damage.

Public procurement in Moscow will become more sustainable
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GREEN ECONOMY

RAISING CUSTOMER AWARENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS 
SUPPORTED BY WWF.

As a result of wwf’s awareness raising campaign over 59 million russians were informed of
Environmental certification systems.

The theme of Earth Hour 2017, the broadest international environmental campaign in
Russia, was responsible consumption of renewable biological resources, including
wood, pulp, paper, and marine fisheries products. As a result of the campaign, WWF
has reached over 59 million Russians with the message that by choosing products
certified to the standards of the Forest and the Marine Stewardship Councils (FSC and
MSC respectively) they personally contribute to environmental conservation.

On August 2, the Earth Overshoot Day (previously the Ecological Debt Day), WWF and
McDonald’s conducted an awareness campaign to promote MSC certification at more
than 600 McDonald’s restaurants across Russia.

WWF educates Russians about environmental certification

WWF’s Earth Hour message to Russians: change yourself, not the planet
Earth Overshoot Day
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ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE

RUSSIAN COMPETENT AUTHORITIES AND OFFICIALS SUPPORT WWF’S PROPOSALS FOR
INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
SHIPPING IN THE BERING STRAIT.

Departments of the Russian Ministry of Transport supported WWF’s proposals.

WWF helped to establish cooperation between the US Coast Guard and the Russian
Maritime Rescue Service in the field of oil spill preparedness and response. Russia and
the US have filed the first ever joint note to the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) on the system of shipping in the Arctic – in the Bering Strait and Bering Sea.
The two countries propose to establish two-way shipping routes in the Bering Strait and
along the American and Russian coasts in the Bering Sea. This arrangement will reduce
the risk of collision and associated pollution or other environmental damage.

Russia and the US agreed on cooperation in the Bering Strait
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LEGISLATION IN THE FIELD OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT, 
ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERT REVIEW, AND STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT ENSURES THE MINIMIZATION OF ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
OF PROPOSED ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS.

The second project to conduct a strategic environmental assessment in a priority ecoregion has been
 completed.

WWF has been an initiator and an active participant of Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) in Amur Oblast. This assessment was included in the governmental
plan for the Year of Environment 2017. In Russia, Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) is a new environmental policy tool that helps to minimize the environmental
impact of regional development strategies. The regional government expressed its
willingness to consider results of the SEA in the further drafting of the regional Socio-
Economic Development Strategy.

This is the second SEA conducted at the regional level in Russia. The first one was
completed for Zabaikalsky Krai, also with WWF’s involvement. WWF hopes that all
Russian regions will eventually adopt SEA as a planning instrument.

Strategic Environmental Assessment completed in Amur Oblast
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Overall, 132 employees work for WWF-Russia. The central office of WWF-Russia is based in Moscow. In addition to the 
preparation and implementation of conservation programmes, its staff is responsible for cooperation with state agencies 
and scientific community, as well as continuous engagement with WWF supporters, business, and media. The Moscow 
office also manages WWF’s Central Asian Programme. Regional and project offices of WWF are based in the priority 
ecoregions of Russia: Barents (Murmansk and Arkhangelsk), Altay-Sayan (Krasnoyarsk), Northern Caucasus (Krasnodar), 
and Kamchatka / Bering (Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky). In the Amur Ecoregion, WWF has a branch office in
Vladivostok.

WWF staff are highly professional people committed to the conservation cause and acknowledged experts in many fields 
of natural and social sciences. In 2017, a number of WWF-Russia employees were awarded honorary titles and prizes.

CEO

WWF’S MAIN ASSET IS THE PEOPLE THAT HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTING 
NATURE CONSERVATION PROJECTS FOR MANY YEARS.

TITLE AND BADGE “HONORED CONSERVATIONIST”:

WWF STAFF AND BOARD

Murmansk

Krasnodar

Krasnoyarsk

Vladivostok

Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky

Moscow

4
9

5

76

25

Piotr Gorbunenko,
director of conservation 
programmes

Victoria Elias,
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director of the Environmental 
Governance Programme

Ekaterina Khmeleva,
Oil &amp; Gas Programme 
coordinator

Alexey Knizhnikov,

CERTIFICATE OF HONOR FROM THE RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND
ENVIRONMENT:

deputy director of conservation 
programmes

Olga Zhuravliova,

Climate and Energy Programme 
director. Alexey also received 
a Certificate of Honor from the 
Federal Service for Hydromete-
orology and Environmental
Monitoring

Alexey Kokorin,
senior coordinator of the 
Russian Caucasus regional office

Roman Mnatsekanov,

senior project administrator
Irena Ufarkina,

coordinator of the Earth Keepers 
supporter engagement 
programme and the Golden 
Panda Club

Anna Voyevodina,
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coordinator of biodiversity 
conservation projects

Irina Onufrenya,
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coordinator of the Foundations 
and Special Projects programme

Anna Yevina,

Forest Programme director

BADGE OF HONOR “FOR THE CONSERVATION AND EXPANSION 
OF RUSSIA’S  FOREST RICHES”:

Nikolay Shmatkov,
coordinator of the Association 
of Environmentally Responsible
Producers of Forest Products

Alexander Voropaev,

project coordinator of the 
Barents office in Arkhangelsk, 
was awarded the honorary 
diploma and the medal “For the 
conservation of Russia’s nature”

HONORARY DIPLOMA AND THE MEDAL “FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF RUSSIA’S NATURE”

Denis Dobrynin,

software developer
Andrey Mozorov,

senior project administrator
Oksana Pavlova,
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The Board determines priority areas of WWF-Russia’s work and approves its conservation strategy, financial plans, 
and reports.

WWF-RUSSIA BOARD

Chair of WWF-Russia Board, 
First Deputy Head of the
Analytical Center 
of the Government 
of the Russian Federation

Vladislav Onishchenko,
Director 
of the Zoological Museum 
of the Moscow State University,
Sc.D.

Mikhail Kalyakin,

Vice President, External 
Relations and Communications, 
Fast-Growing European 
Economies, MasterCard

Anna Kozlovskaya,
TV and radio host, journalist
Anton Komolov,

Executive Director of Podari 
Zhizn Foundation (Gift of Life)

Grigory Mazmanyants,
independent public relations 
consultant, coach

Tatiana Nikulshina,
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The Board of Trustees contributes to the development and support of WWF’s activities and assists in raising resources 
and funds for the implementation of environmental projects and achievement of WWF’s mission – to stop the degrada-
tion of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future in which people live in harmony with nature.

The Board of Trustees adopts non-binding, advisory resolutions. WWF-Russia management submits recommendations 
prepared by the Board of Trustees to the WWF Board.

WWF-RUSSIA BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Senior Vice President 
of VTB Bank

Alexander Gogolev,
Head of the School of World 
Economy at the National 
Research University Higher 
School of Economics, senior 
adviser to the Head of the 
Analytical Center 
of the Government 
of the Russian Federation

Leonid Grigoryev,

journalist
Aliona Doletskaya,

musician and producer
Alexey Kortnev,

Head of Marketing and 
Business Development 
atPricewaterhouseCoopers

Svetlana Mironyuk,
financier and philanthropist
Christopher Muravie�-Apostol, 
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journalist and TV host
Vladimir Pozner,

businessman, founder
of M.Video Company, 
philanthropist, longtime 
supporter of WWF-Russia

Alexander Tynkovan,

entrepreneur and CEO 
of Delovaya Sreda

Mikhail Fedorenko,

WWF-Russia Annual Report 2017 | 51

WWF STAFF AND BOARD



ENGAGEMENT WITH THE 
PUBLIC, BUSINESS, AND 
SUPPORTERS

©
 S

er
ge

y 
G

ol
ov

in
 / 

W
W

F-
R

us
si

a



The number of supporters:

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE PUBLIC, BUSINESS, AND SUPPORTERS

WWF-Russia supporters
2016 г. – 

2017 г. –
24 242
24 810

The number of companies:
Corporate partners of WWF-Russia
2016 г. – 

2017 г. – 
55
72

+31%

The number of followers:
WWF-Russia in social media

2016 г. – 

2017 г. – 
500 000
551 047

+9,2%

In 2017, the new website of WWF-Russia won Runet Prize, 
a national Internet award, in the category Ecology and 
Environment.

WWF-Russia website

Media publications mentioning WWF-Russia
2016 г. – 

2017 г. – 
22 300
42 000

+88%

+2%
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WWF-Russia is continuously working to reduce the ecological 
footprint of its central and regional offices.

WWF OFFICES: 
GREEN SOLUTIONS
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What we do:

WWF OFFICES: GREEN SOLUTIONS

In 2017, WWF-Russia o�ces collected for recycling:

                    kilograms of paper

         
                    kilograms of plastic 

                kilograms of glass

               

               kilograms of metal

~1600

~180

~540

~ 40

choosing environmen-
tally responsible 
vendors, producers, 
and service providers

choosing the 
double-sided option 
when printing

using recycled and 
FSC-certified paper

reducing the amount 
of printed materials 
in favor of electronic 
distribution of our
publications

reducing the number of business trips and replacing them with online conferences. WWF supports 
selected renewable energy projects that are internationally recognized and lead to beneficial social 
impacts. The carbon emission reduction achieved through these projects is an offset for any air travel 
that our staff members have to undertake.

In the near future, we will start building an ‘eco-house’ for our new office in Moscow. The project
will employ state-of- the-art green technologies for energy and resource efficiency, as well as
waste and emission reduction. Green building materials will be used in the construction.

sorting waste and 
recycling paper, 
plastics, glass, metal, 
batteries, and 
fluorescent lamps

using LED lamps 
instead of 
incandescent bulbs

reducing the consump-
tion of water, heat, and 
electricity

using cleaners and 
personal care products 
that are effective and 
environmentally safe

educating staff 
members, supporters 
and corporate partners 
about an 
environmentally 
responsible lifestyle
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WWF-RUSSIA FUNDING

TOTAL

 

1. Biodiversity conservation

2. Sustainable forest management

3. Sustainable fisheries

4. Climate and energy

5. Green economy

6. Environmental governance

7. 
 

8. Administration

1. WWF-UK

2. WWF-Germany

3. WWF-Netherlands

4. WWF-Sweden

5. WWF offices in other countries

7. Russian corporate sponsorship

8. Individual donation

9. European Commission

11. Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency

12. Other governmental organizations

13. Foreign NGOs and private foundations

14. Other income

6. Presidential Grant Foundation

10. International Climate Initiative (Germany)
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EXPENDITURES
BY PROGRAMME,
MILLION RUBLES

INCOME
SOURCES,

MILLION RUBLES

Living Planet Programme 
(engagement with the public)

1

2

3
4
5

6

7

8 9 1
2

3

8

4

5

7
9

11

10

12

13
14

6

388,6

145,2

14,6

13,1

37,4

18,3

84,7

69,4

TOTAL

9. Balance carried forward to the next year 17,6

788,9

46,6

34,6

108,2

63,1

33,3

7,6

98,3

82,4

31,2

17,4

84,3

20,8

48,8

112,3

788,9



Care about our Planet? Donate now: help.wwf.ru

conservation NGO

in priority ecoregions of Russia:
• Barents (Murmansk and Arkhangelsk)
• Altai-Sayan (Krasnoyarsk)
• Northern Caucasus (Krasnodar)
• Kamchatka/Bering 

filed projects in 47 Russian 
regions over 23 years

supporters

(Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky)

permanent staff members 
committed to the conservation 
cause

132

1 BRANCH OFFICE

6 REGIONAL OFFICES

RUSSIA’S LARGEST

MORE THAN 300
OVER 24,000

• Amur (Vladivostok)

WWF-RUSSIA IS:

Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future in 
which humans live in harmony with nature

19, bld. 3, Nikoloyamskaya st., P.O. Box 3, 109240 Moscow, Russia
tel.: +7 (495) 727 09 39 fax: +7 (495) 727 09 38
russia@wwf.ru

wwf.ru




