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Sergey Rafanov,  

the Director of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

Half a year has passed since our previous outreach, so 

we would like share with you some results of our work 

from this period. 

During these six months, we took part in discussion 

on and development of the Environmental Part of the 

Regional Socio-Economic Development Strategy. The 

document aims to improve the regional environment 

in the upcoming 15 years. The paper states goals and 

measures of the local administration to protect nature 

and make it healthier for people by reducing air and 

water pollution, and mitigation of the detrimental 

impact from landfills. It also covers forest and sea 

areas, wildlife populations, illegal activity, and 

protection of natural complexes, as well as 

environment restoration and recreational 

infrastructure development. During a comprehensive 

discussion on the subject, our recommendations were 

heard and our suggestions were integrated into the 

final draft document. 

On the 27th anniversary of WWF-Russia, we received a 

congratulatory letter from the Governor of Kamchatka 

krai acknowledging our mutual efforts on the local 

conservation issues. 

We encourage establishing new protected areas in the 

region and minimizing negative impact on the local 

ecosystems caused by mining activity. We continue 

our work with fishermen, scientists, tour guides, and 

administrations of nature protected areas to preserve 

Kamchatka healthy environment. You will find more 

information on these and other topics in the 

newsletter. 

Thank you for staying with us! We appreciate your 

support. 
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ASSESSING MINING
ACTIVITY

WWF-Russia is supporting research 
to assess the impact of mining activity 
on the salmon rivers of Kamchatka. 
Experts will focus on the streams near 
Asachinskoye, Ametistovoe, and 
Levtyrinyvayam mining sites. The 
goal of the research is to analyze the 
contemporary state of salmon 
ecosystems in the mining activity area 
and predict further degradation of the 
wildlife. The gathered scientific data 
will become a basis for 
recommendations to mitigate the 
detrimental impact on the 
environment and undertake 

measures for nature to recover. The work is expected to be finished 
by the end of the year.
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ONE-YEAR MORATORIUM
ON PLACER GOLD MINING

WWF-Russia welcomes the decision 
of the Kamchatka krai administration 
to resist placer gold mining in the 
region. The Governor of Kamchatka 
krai announced an initiative to 
regulate placer gold mining by 
creating nature protected areas. The 
Federal Subsoil Resources 
Management Agency agreed to 
establish a one-year moratorium on 
licensing new mining operations. This 
time will be used to prepare the 
scientific basis for the future 
protected areas. WWF-Russia experts 
announced readiness to participate 

and support the work.

©
 Ju

lia
 K

al
in

ic
he

va
 / 

W
W

F-
Ru

ss
ia



POLLOCK FISHING
IN THE CHUKCHI SEA

WWF-Russia supported scientists in 
their study of pollock fishing in the 
Chukchi Sea. Bottom trawling is a 
relatively new activity in the area. 
Adult pollock species only started to 
develop the benthos-rich waters 
north off the Bering Strait in 2015. 
Although scientists approved trawl 
fishing for pollock in the Chukchi Sea 
in 2020, there is still no firm 
scientific data on the detrimental 
impact from the bottom trawl 
disturbance. Trawling areas logically 
coincide with the most productive 
continental shelf regions causing 

devastating harm to sediment dispersion, benthic species, and 
benthic feeding fish, and so on up the food chain to the largest 
cetaceans inhabiting the area. By the end of the year, WWF-Russia 
expects to have the results of the study including:
• mapping of the benthic communities, pinnipeds, birds, fish 
and cetaceans in the Chukchi Sea;
• thorough analysis of the importance of the benthic species 
communities to the region,
• assessment of the possible impact of shipping, noise and oil 
pollution, organic and domestic waste contamination on the wildlife 
in the region;
• assessment of the possible impact and the consequences of 
bottom trawling on benthic communities, birds, fish, and marine 
mammals.
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COMPANIES
NEW TO MSC CERTIFICATION

The Western Bering Sea Pollock 
fishery of the Pollock Catchers 
Association was certified according to 
the Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) environment sustainability 

standards. Although, some recommendations still must be addressed 
by the Association within the 5-year lifespan of the certification. At 
the same time, Sea of Okhotsk crab trap fishery announced the 
intention to be certified against MSC sustainability standard criteria.

Ostrovnoy Crab LLC harvests golden, blue, and red king crabs, 
performing fishing activities in three management subzones offshore 
of the Kamchatka peninsula. According to the initial review, the 
fishery is likely to pass the assessment. However, the whole 
certification process may take a year and be impeded due to 
COVID-19 Pandemic restrictions. WWF-Russia participates as a 
stakeholder in both mentioned certification processes.
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FISHERY PROTECTED AREA
ON SHELIKHOV GULF

WWF-Russia sent a letter to the head 
of the Russian Federal Fishery 
Agency, encouraging to establish a 
fishery protected area (FPA) on 
Shelikhov Gulf. The region is vital to 

the fishing industry of the whole Russian Far East. It ensures 
socio-economic development as well as food security through 
pollock, herring, cod, and salmon fishing.
Experts emphasized that the suggested FPA will work as preventative 
measure. In the future, this water area may become a place of 
interest for gas and oil development companies; it also may see 
growing shipping activity which can negatively influence the 
sustainability of high-value resources undermining their commercial 
importance. In this case, time is of the essence and action needs to be 
taken today.
However, more recently, the suggestion was declined by the Agency. 
WWF-Russia experts agreed neither to force the idea nor reject it 
fully for now rather than reevaluate and continue supporting it at 
other levels.



THREE PAs
MUST BE RE-ESTABLISHED

WWF-Russia advocates for 
re-establishing three nature protected 
areas in Kamchatka, which are 
recognized as wetlands of 
international importance.
A half-century anniversary of the 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands was 
celebrated on February 2. The 
international treaty was signed in 
1971. The USSR joined the treaty in 
1974, and Russia reaffirmed its 
commitment to protect 
internationally recognized important 
waterfowl habitats. There are 35 
areas of international importance 

under the Ramsar Convention in Russia, four of which are located in 
Kamchatka. They are Parapolsky Dol, Utkholok, the Moroshechnaya 
River, and Karaginsky Island.
Parapolsky Dol, a part of the Koryaksky Preserve, is the only territory 
of the four named above, which has kept its conservation status. The 
other three were deprived of the status in 2010. In 2019, Karaginsky 
Island (total area of about 200,000 ha) was officially turned into 
hunting grounds and was leased for the price of 15,000 rubles 
(approx. $220).
Utkholok is a 50,000 ha territory near the western shore of 
Kamchatka. About 30 species of Red List animals and plants can be 
found in the area. Steller’s sea eagle, white-tailed eagle, spoon-billed 
sandpiper, Far Eastern curlew, and Kamchatka steelhead are among 
them.
The Moroshechnaya River is a former protected area of 150,000 ha. 
It is full of lakes and swaps, wetlands and hummock tundra. More 
than 800,000 birds, including the bean goose and other waterfowl 
species, migrate through the area twice a year. 
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For more info, 
please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/bioraznoobrazi
e/50-let-ramsars
koy-konventsii-w
wf-rossii-prizyva
et-vernut-okhran
nyy-status-byvsh
im-zakaznikam-
na-kamch/

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/50-let-ramsarskoy-konventsii-wwf-rossii-prizyvaet-vernut-okhrannyy-status-byvshim-zakaznikam-na-kamch/


STUDYING AND SAVING
SEA OTTERS

WWF-Russia and Kinder® joined 
efforts to support th eCommander 
Islands Nature Reserve in studying 
sea otter population.
Sea otters were introduced to Bering 
Island in the early 1970s for the 
second time in history, which was 
approximately a hundred years after 
their extinction in the region due to 
unsustainable human hunting 
practices. For the next twenty years 
the sea otter population was 
constantly growing, impacting the 
whole ecosystem. Sea otters caused a 
population decline of crabs, king 

crabs, sea cucumbers, and octopuses. Sea urchin biomass dropped a 
hundredfold.
However, in the beginning of the 21st century, scientific researchers 
revealed a twofold decline of the sea otter population in the island 
from 2007 to 2015. The next round of research proved the negative 
trend continuing, demonstrating a 54% decline of the population in 
the period from 2016 to 2019.
 The scientists of the Nature Reserve plan to run laboratory tests and 
large-scale research using drones and sonars studying the whole food 
chain from sea otters to urchins and seaweed. The researchers will 
map sea otter habitats within the Reserve’s boundaries defining the 
most vulnerable areas in the sea otter ecosystem.
The main research will be conducted in the summer-fall timeframe. 
Although the first data will be acquired in July, preliminary results 
are expected to become public in winter. It may even take several 
years to reach final conclusions.
As the result of this work, the scientists plan to present suggestions 
on sea otter conservation (if the population decline is caused by 
anthropogenic impact) or develop new approaches to population 
monitoring (if the population decline is caused by natural ecosystem 
degradation).
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For more info, 
please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/w
wf-rossii-i-kinde
r-pomogut-koma
ndorskomu-zapo
vedniku-v-izuche
nii-kalanov/

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/wwf-rossii-i-kinder-pomogut-komandorskomu-zapovedniku-v-izuchenii-kalanov/


WWF-RUSSIA SUPPORTS
VOLCANOES OF KAMCHATKA

WWF-Russia granted financial 
support to protect and monitor the 
snow sheep population within the 
boundaries of five conservation areas 
comprising the "Volcanoes of 
Kamchatka" Nature Park. A part of 
the grant will also be used to co-fund 
the construction of an Environmental 
Education Center in "Nalychevo" 
Nature Park.
Scientists say Kamchatka ecosystems 
can provide for about 15 thousand 
snow sheep maximum. Half a century 
ago this many sheep probably lived 
on the peninsula. However, for the 

last 30 years, the snow sheep population has been declining rapidly 
because of unsustainable trophy hunting and poaching.
In 2021, the grant funds provided by WWF-Russia will support the 
work of counting animals, mapping snow sheep range on the 
peninsula, setting camera traps, and monitoring the animal 
population on a regular basis. Aside from scientific activity, area 
protection measures are needed as well.
The grant funds will partially offset the lack of the material base. The 
Nature Park Administration will be able to acquire the necessary 
equipment to supply a territory protection unit providing regular 
patrolling in the areas of potentially high poaching activity and 
unregulated tourism.
Additionally, for environmentally responsible tourists, an 
Environmental Education Center will appear on the Avacha pass at 
the bottom of the same-named volcano before the end of 2021. The 
Center will hold exhibitions on volcanoes, flora, and fauna of 
Kamchatka. A part of the grant funds provided by WWF-Russia will 
be used to co-fund this project as well.
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For more info, 
please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/w
wf-rossii-pomozh
et-usilit-okhranu
-territoriy-prirod
nogo-parka-vulk
any-kamchatki/

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/wwf-rossii-pomozhet-usilit-okhranu-territoriy-prirodnogo-parka-vulkany-kamchatki/


LAKE NACHIKINSKOE
TO BECOME A NEW PA

Lake Nachikinskoe is one of the 
largest high mountain lakes in 
Kamchatka. It is a spawning ground 
for sockeye and coho salmon, as well 
as char.

WWF-Russia encourages the local administration to label lake 
Nachikinskoye and the surrounding territory as a nature protected 
area. The lake is an important salmon spawning ground vulnerable to 
both poaching and unregulated tourism. Small tourist operations, 
which provide boat rides and fishing services, impact the local 
salmon ecosystem.
With financial support from WWF-Russia, experts will conduct a 
survey of the lake and streams that empty into it to define the 
borders of the future nature protected area. The work is expected to 
be finished by the fall of 2021.
Although lake Nachikinskoe will remain accessible for visitors, rules 
of conduct will be imposed. The limitations will define the number of 
tourists visiting the area and types of permitted activities.
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KING OF FISH For the first time in Russia, David 
Montgomery's "King of fish - The 

Thousand-Year Run of Salmon" was published. 
David R. Montgomery is a professor at the University of Washington. 
In his book, Montgomery describes the history of salmon fisheries in 
Western Europe and North America. He traces the legislation 
protecting salmon and their habitat all the way back to medieval 
Europe. Montgomery's specialization is geomorphology. Based on his 
expertise, he examines the three-sided relationship between modern 
society, landscapes, and salmon populations.
The Kamchatka Office of WWF-Russia received 200 copies. Some of 
them were given to Kamchatka Research Institute of Fisheries and 
Oceanography (KamchatNIRO) and to Kamchatka State Technical 
University. A bit less than one hundred copies were donated to the 
libraries of Kamchatka.
The rest of the books will be handed out at upcoming environmental 
and scientific events.

For more info, 
please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/kor
ol-ryb-dobralsya
-do-kamchatki/

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/korol-ryb-dobralsya-do-kamchatki/


WATCHING MARINE MAMMALS

SUSTAINABLY
A workshop for tour guides and 
captains of touristic vessels took place 
in Kamchatka. Scientists from the Far 
East Russia Orca Project (FEROP) 
told representatives from the regional 
tourist industry about the behavior of 
marine mammals and rules of 
conduct around them.
The Kamchatka tourist industry is 
steadily developing, making respect 
for nature and wild animals a vital 
issue. Wild species observation tours 
are an essential part of sea voyages in 
Kamchatka. Orcas, Steller sea lions, 
whales, and sea otters draw tourists’ 

attention. However, human behavior around animals can sometimes 
hardly be called correct and respectful.
There is no current federal legislation to protect pinnipeds’ rookeries 
and cetaceans’ feeding and breeding sites. But regional rules of 
conduct are being developed. While merely advisory now, the rules 
may become a legally binding instrument in the future.
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For more info, 
please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/se
minar-dlya-gido
v-i-kapitanov-tur
isticheskikh-sudo
v-proshel-na-ka
mchatke/

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/seminar-dlya-gidov-i-kapitanov-turisticheskikh-sudov-proshel-na-kamchatke/
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Special thanks to our partners: the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation, Ocean 5, the Thompson Family Foundation, and WWF-US. We work together to leverage 

collaboration between the Russian government, private sector, and local communities for conserving wild 

marine ecosystems of the Russian Far East, and introduce sustainability principles into socio-economic  

development of the region. 

 

 
 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A WWF-Russia production 

Designed and edited by Yuri Kislyak 

 

With sincere thanks to Stephanie Lee, 

WWF-US Arctic Field Program 

July, 2021 

 

While the world is still trying to recover from the 

pandemic, we encourage enhancing conservation 

efforts on the territories where protection is needed 

most. 

We at WWF-Russia continue our work in Kamchatka 

as well as in other regions of the country facing adverse 

trends and challenges. 

We need your support now, probably, more than ever. 

Please, get involved! 

http://help.wwf.ru  
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WWF Kamchatka Office in Numbers 

 
 

 

      2 pollock fisheries 
      were certified against MSC standards 

 

 

  

   

  40 representatives 
 from the regional tourist industry participated in 

 the first workshop for tour guides and vessel captains 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
 

Only 1700 

sea otters left 
in the Commander Islands 

 

WWF-Russia encourages officials to re-establish  

3 protected areas 
in Kamchatka 
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