
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWF-Russia 

   Kamchatka Office 

   Semi-annual review 
    

   January 2020 



WWF-Russia Kamchatka Office Semi-annual Review page 2 

Sergey Rafanov,  

the Director of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

Greetings from the Kamchatka 

Office! 
A challenging year 2019 has passed and we sum up all 

the achievements of its second half. 

During this period, WWF-Russia has been working to 

re-establish protection status for former wildlife 

sanctuaries which are key wetlands for nesting and 

migration of waterfowl in Kamchatka. At the same 

time we proposed establishing a botanical reserve to 

protect the unique forest surrounding Nikolka 

mountain. 

Together with Kamchatka State Technical University, 

we continue supporting young fishery scientists. With 

financial support from WWF-Russia, a group of 

students and faculty participated in a training course 

on salmon management in Alaska. We also work with 

KSTU staff members who developed an educational 

course for schoolchildren. 

WWF-Russia expresses deep concerns about the plans 

for coal mining in Western Kamchatka. The local 

administration has indicated that the development of 

the Krutogorovsky coal deposit will start in three 

years. Our goal is to attract public attention to prevent 

possible contamination of salmon spawning grounds 

with coal dust. 

We continue supporting small local communities and 

entrepreneurs, who collect and market wild harvest. 

With our support, a new processing plant opened in 

the village of Atlasovo. Another processing plant will 

be opened in the village of Esso in 2020, creating new 

jobs and providing legal source of income for local 

people. 

Thank you for staying with us – we appreciate your 

support! 
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MSC CERTIFICATION
AND MINING OPERATIONS

The Director of the WWF-Russia’s 
Kamchatka Office met with 
representatives from MRAG 
Americas – a certifier that assesses 
the sustainability of fisheries 
according to the standards of the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). 
The meeting concerned the salmon 
fishery at the preliminary assessment 
stage of the Karaginsky Bay 
(“Vyvenskoye” and “Belorechensk” 
companies) and the Sobolevsky 
region (“Zarya” and “Kolpakovsky 
Fish Plant” companies).
Operations of these companies are 

located in the area of active mining enterprises.
Today, the loss of salmon stocks on two tributaries of the Vyvenka 
River over the past seven years is well known. The impact was most 
likely the result of the activities of the mining company. Ecologists 
are also concerned about the situation on the Aga River, a tributary to 
the Icha River.
WWF-Russia considers the availability of relevant, reliable and 
objective information about the impact of mining activities as a 
necessary condition for the certification process of fisheries according 
to MSC standards. In assessing the sustainability of the fishery, not 
only the activities of fishing companies should be taken into account, 
but also the consequences of the extraction of precious metals from 
the watershed. In the future, the work of the fishermen should be 
carried out in collaboration with the mining companies under 
constant monitoring of the situation by scientists. It is of the interests 
of the fishing industry to demand mining companies
• carry out land remediation required by law to restore the quality 
and health of salmon ecosystems;
• minimize environmental impact by introducing international best 
practices.
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POSSIBLE COAL MINING
IN WESTERN KAMCHATKA

The administration of the Kamchatka 
krai has indicated that the 
development of the Krutogorovsky 
coal deposit will start in November 
2023, even though the project has 
neither technical documentation in 
the public domain nor the successful 
completion of all necessary 
environmental procedures.
In Western Kamchatka, and in 
particular the area adjacent to the 
deposit, many important salmon 
rivers flow. Most of them remain 
untouched by human activities and 
annually provide high salmon catch 

rates.
The Indian company "Tata Power" is only planning to conduct 
exploration, guided by the approximate data from the Soviet period. 
It is not known exactly how the mining will be conducted. Given the 
tectonic specifics of the region, the mine method can hardly be called 
easy. The hydraulic production method, considered the most 
environmentally friendly, is still at the experimental level. It is clear 
that mining will be conducted in the least environmentally friendly - 
open-pit method. At the same time, it is highly likely that huge areas 
will be contaminated with coal dust.
For nearly ten years now, WWF-Russia has been advocating the 
establishment of a Fisheries Protected Zone (FPZ) in the West 
Kamchatka shelf and adjacent river basins. The Fund proposes to 
limit any economic activity, except fishing, in this area. Thus, the 
most biologically productive region of the Sea of Okhotsk will be 
protected from encroachments of mining and oil producing 
companies.
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WILDLIFE SANCTUARIES
MUST BE RE-ESTABLISHED

The former preserves “Utkholok”, 
“The Moroshechnaya River”, and 
“Karaginsky Island” were designated 
to be of international importance 
under the Ramsar Convention. 
Nevertheless, they officially ceased to 
exist as protected areas in 2010. 
Environmentalists have asked the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Ecology of Kamchatka to undertake 
measures for re-establishing the 
protection status of the territories.
Recommendation of WWF-Russia’s 
experts were included in the final 
resolution of the 20th International 

Scientific Conference, devoted to the conservation of biodiversity of 
Kamchatka and coastal waters, which took place in 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. 
The existing network of protected areas in Kamchatka is not 
representative enough,” said Sergey Korostelev, the WWF-Russia’s 
Sustainable Fisheries Programme coordinator. “At present, the 
network does not cover the whole variety of typical and unique 
communities and landscapes of the region. In addition, adequate 
protection of the three of four Ramsar sites located in Kamchatka was 
not provided. Even though the territories are designated to be of 
international importance, this status does not imply any measures to 
protect the areas from anthropogenic impact. Meanwhile, the 
protection of these environmentally important areas is a necessary 
condition for preserving the diversity of the peninsular ecosystems.”
“Utkholok”, “The Moroshechnaya River”, and “Karaginsky Island” 
along with “Parapolsky Dol” which is a part of Koryak Reserve now 
are key wetlands for nesting and migration of waterfowl. The 
protection status if re-established will help to limit and regulate 
human activity within the boundaries of these areas, as well as to 
conserve rare bird species. 
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RARE FOREST COMMUNITY
AROUND NIKOLKA MOUNTAIN

Researchers from 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky and 
Saint-Petersburg with support from 
WWF-Russia carried out an 
expedition to the bottom of the 
ancient volcano Nikolka, 20 km south 
of the village of Lazo, Milkovsky 
district. The main goal of the 
expedition was to collect data which 
will be used as the basis for 
establishing a landscape and 
botanical reserve.
The ecosystem of the Nikolka 
mountain group consists of fragments 
of untouched nature that have 

remained the same since the Pleistocene, scientists say. Several years 
ago, researchers came up with the initiative to create a botanical 
reserve in the area. The idea was supported at the regional 
administration level. Now a group of scientists who specialize in 
different fields of study is preparing scientific rationale, based on the 
results of their own field studies and literature data.
Researches from Kamchatka invited their colleagues from St. 
Petersburg and Greifswald (Germany), who study myxomycetes, to 
join the expedition. Myxomycetes are fungi-like organisms which are 
positioned between plants and animals in modern classification of 
species. During several days of work, the researchers found 950 
specimens of myxomycetes showing extraordinary abundance of 
these organisms around Nikolka mountain.
Among the large number of rare and protected species of lichens 
found in the spruce forests of Nikolka, Erioderma Pedicellatum 
occupies a special place. Its presence is an indicator of old growth 
forest communities. Kamchatka is the fourth place on Earth and the 
only one in the Asian region where its presence has been confirmed.
Scientists confirmed the presence of Anemone Udensis in 
Kamchatka. Previously, the range of this species was limited to 
Northeast China, Primorye, and the Khabarovsk Region.
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WORLD HERITAGE SITES
ARE INFLUENCED BY TOURISM

The Director of the WWF-Russia’s 
Kamchatka/Bering Sea Ecoregional 
Office participated in a meeting of 
non-profit organizations and a 
delegation of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Center.
The delegation included Isabelle 
Anatole-Gabriel, the Chief of the 
Center’s Europe and North America 
Unit, and Robert Brunner, the former 
Director of the Tayatal National Park, 
Austria. 
Participants raised the issue of the 
fishing and tourism industries’ 
influence on UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites in Kamchatka. First, the audience’s attention was 
focused on the prospect of building a large recreational complex on 
the peninsula. The building process in this case may require the 
exclusion of part of the World Heritage Site.
UNESCO representatives asserted that tourism in protected areas 
should be subject to permissible anthropogenic impact, and free 
handling of the World Heritage Sites’ boundaries is simply 
unacceptable and will create an unnecessary and very dangerous 
precedent.
The meeting participants also discussed the problem of understaffing 
of protected areas in Kamchatka. The lack of scientists creates serious 
gaps in collecting necessary natural data via research. Insufficient 
numbers of inspectors make it difficult to patrol protected area 
territory, prevent illegal forestry, and regulate the tourist inflow.
The delegates will update the report on the status of UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites after meetings with representatives from regional 
authorities and tourism organizations.
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STUDY ON SEABIRDS MORTALITY
HAS BEEN COMPLETED

Staff members of the Pacific Research 
Institute of Fishery and 
Oceanography, supported by 
WWF-Russia, assessed the seabird 
by-catch by longline fishing vessels in 
the North Pacific.
The observers worked on five 
longliners, two fished in the Bering 
Sea, three others fished in the Sea of 
Okhotsk. In total, scientists spent 
more than 300 days in the sea, with 
the first sailing carried out at the end 
of 2018.
The observers collected information 
on the species of seabirds following 

fishing vessels, determining their age and quantity, and recording 
cases of death of birds as a result of fishing operations. In addition, 
scientists paid attention to the implementation of double and single 
streamer lines which are used to scare away birds from the bait.
Observers have confirmed that ship crews use a single streamer line 
for almost every setting, the implementation of a double streamer 
line is often avoided due to difficulties in severe weather conditions. 
The highest efficiency of streamers is achieved in calm weather and 
daylight hours - then, according to observers, the efficiency reaches 
almost 100%. The use of streamer lines reduces both the seabirds’ 
mortality rate and the loss of bait, thus increasing the efficiency of 
fishing efforts.
During observations, no deaths of short-tailed albatrosses were 
recorded despite the fact that observers noted the presence of several 
dozens of these rare birds, listed in the Red Book, near the longliners.
In general, the study confirms that streamer lines are the most 
affordable, easy to use and effective means to reduce the seabird 
by-catch in the longline fishery.
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SEA LION ROOKERY
IN FOCUS

One of the rookeries of marine 
mammals located within the 
boundaries of 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky falls into 
the lenses of two camera traps. For 
the day, cameras take 480 images 
each, which will help researchers in 
assessing the state of the rare animal 
population.
WWF-Russia donated two camera 
traps to scientists. The cameras are 
installed on a Steller Sea lion rookery 
at Cape Chavycha. This is one of the 
three rookeries of the endangered 
marine mammals within the 

boundaries of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky and the most numerous 
one. According to scientists, up to six dozen animals can gather here. 
And in past years, researchers managed to count up to 250 
individuals here.
Researchers are constantly monitoring the number of animals in the 
rookery and their gender and age composition. For this purpose, 
experts travel to the cape for field observations once or twice a week. 
Such short visits have a number of predictable limitations: scientists 
have the opportunity to observe animals only during a certain period 
of their daily activity.
The installed cameras are configured in such a way that allows them 
to take one picture of the rookery per minute for eight hours, while 
the daylight hours last. Thanks to this mode, researchers can observe 
the rookery during the day in dynamics, which significantly expands 
the possibilities of analysis and assessment of the state of the 
population.
The data obtained using camera traps after processing will form the 
basis of scientific articles and reports. The cameras will stay on the 
rookery until the beginning of summer - in June Steller's Sea lions 
migrate from the “urban” rookeries and to reproductive rookeries in 
the Kuril and Commander Islands.
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WWF SUPPORTED
A CROSS BORDER FIELD TRAINING

Two students from Kamchatka State 
Technical University (KSTU) 
participated in a training course on 
salmon management in Alaska. 
Another group of ten students 
conducted a variety of research works 
at Karymai bio-station in 
Ust-Bolsheretsky district in 
Kamchatka.
The training course in Alaska was 
located at a University of Washington 
field camp on Aleknagik Lake. 
Russian students studied the biology 
and ecology of Pacific salmon. The 
field camp has everything needed for 

observation of fish in their natural habitat - a laboratory for research 
work, and lecture halls with digital equipment.
Another group of ten students conducted a variety of research works 
at Karymai bio-station in Ust-Bolsheretsky district in Kamchatka. 
Under the supervision of skilled educators, future scientists had a 
chance to test their knowledge in the field after a year of theoretical 
studies. During a two-week training course, the students conducted 
observations and experiments at the Korymai Biostation located on a 
tributary of the Bystraya River in West Kamchatka.
The students will use all the collected data for their scientific research 
projects and graduate qualifications.
Both trainings were possible because of the financial support from 
WWF-Russia and WWF-US.
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NGO “SMALL ACADEMY”
AND WWF-RUSSIA TO EDUCATE 

SCHOOLKIDS

NGO “Small Academy” with the 
support from WWF-Russia organizes 
a course of lectures and practical 
exercises for middle and senior 
students of schools of 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.
Research in the field of ecology, 
pollution control, the study of the 
species inhabiting water bodies and 
even the food preferences of fish - all 
these topics will certainly be 
interesting to Kamchatka 
schoolchildren. The staff of the 
Kamchatka State Technical 
University (KSTU) are confident in 

this. They held a meeting with teachers from schools in the regional 
capital and met the clear interest of teachers in joint scientific and 
practical work.
Annually, the university hosts scientific conferences. One of them, 
taking place in March, is the All-Russian conference, which covers all 
faculties. The other one takes place directly at the Technological 
Department, in November. Schoolkids will be able to make 
presentations at any of them, and both their own teachers and 
university lecturers will help them preparing the reports.
“Schoolchildren will be able to take part in applied research together 
with our students. For our part, we provide the basis for scientific 
and practical activities, helping children to delve deeper into the 
details of scientific work. In addition, we are ready to help teachers 
in preparing materials for complementary classes in schools," said 
Alexander Bonk, head of the Department of Marine Resources, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture of KSTU, co-founder of the NGO "Small 
Academy".
NGO "Small Academy" will hold its first classes at the Kamchatka 
State Technical University in January. But even after the end of the 
school year, lecturers do not intend to stop cooperation with schools. 
Summer programs are currently under development.
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WILD HARVESTING
CREATS JOBS IN SMALL VILLAGES

WWF-Russia helped to open a new 
plant for processing and storing 
harvested wild plants in Kamchatka
The “Kamchatka Non-timber Forest 
Products” Association, with support 
from WWF-Russia, supplied freezing 
equipment for foragers in the village 
of Atlasovo.
More then a million rubles were 
granted to the “Kamchatka NTFP” 
Association to build a new facility for 
processing wild harvest in the village 
of Esso in 2020. The money will be 
spent on necessary equipment and 
construction supplies.

WWF-Russia started supporting entrepreneurs, who collect, process, 
and market non-timber forest products such as berries, mushrooms 
and herbs in 2013. Since then, a number of local businessmen with 
support from WWF-Russia have broadened the range of products 
coming to the wider local market. Their products are presented 
regularly at the Days of the Far East Festival in Moscow.
The production facilities built and equipped with support from 
WWF-Russia operate in Sobolevo, Elizovo and Milkovo districts of 
Kamchatka krai. A new facility will be constructed in the village of 
Esso, in the Bystrinsky district. It will be equipped with a blast chiller 
for frozen berries and mushroom production, an industrial cooking 
kettle for jam production, containers for bracken salting, and a 
refrigerator for product storage.
Additionally, “Kamchatka NTFP” Association sells four kinds of jams, 
salted bracken, frozen berries and about ten types of herbal tea, all 
harvested, produced and packed in Kamchatka.
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Regional problems of development of 
the Russian Far East and the Arctic 
were discussed in Kamchatka. During 
the scientific and practical 
conference, WWF-Russia experts 
raised the issues of certification of 
salmon fisheries against the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) 
standards, the problem of shipping in 
the Russian part of the Bering Strait 
and the mining of placer gold in 
deposits of the Far East.
On December 11 and 12 in 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, the 
All-Russian Scientific and Practical 

Conference "Regional Problems of the Development of the Russian 
Far East and the Arctic", also called "Moiseev’s Meetings," was held. 
The conference is dedicated to the memory of the Kamchatka 
scientist, Robert Moiseev.
The third conference (the first two were held in 2009 and 2017) 
brought together prominent researchers not only from Russian 
universities, but also from abroad. At the same time, the “Moiseev’s 
Meetings” is not a purely scientific event, but one gathering both 
officials and representatives of the business community.
After the conference, the Final Resolution developed by the 
participants will be sent to the relevant departments, legislative and 
executive officials. According to the established rules, the next 
“Moiseev’s Meetings” will be held in Petropavlovsk in two years, in 
2021.
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THE SEA OF LIFE FESTIVAL In 2019, the fourth annual festival 
devoted to the problems of marine 
species conservation took place in 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.
"The Sea of Life" Festival is an annual 
event devoted to restoration, 
conservation and sustainable use of 
marine resources. The event brings 
public attention to environmental 
concerns via scientific documentaries, 
lectures, workshops, photo 
exhibitions, and a wide variety of 
entertaining activities mostly aimed 
at reaching the younger generation.
"The festival has become an 

important local event which plays a big role in the dissemination of 
conservation ideas and information on environmental issues. The 
two major threats to the health of the seas and oceans globally are 
climate change and marine plastic pollution. We can solve these 
problems only addressing them together, joining our efforts on the 
way to clearer and healthier marine ecosystems. Environmental 
organizations should, first of all, be reaching the youth as the main 
driver of vital changes," said Sergey Rafanov, the director of 
WWF-Russia's Kamchatka/Bering Sea Ecoregional Office.
WWF-Russia participates in the festival as a partner. "The Sea of 
Life" first took place in Kamchatka in 2016. This year, according to 
the information provided by the organizers, more than a thousand 
people visited the event.

WWF-Russia Kamchatka Office Semi-annual Review page 15

©
 W

W
F-

R
us

si
a 

/ Y
ur

i K
is

ly
ak

For more 
information, 
please, visit:
 
https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/vse
mirnyy-fond-dik
oy-prirody-wwf-
podderzhal-more
-zhizni/



EDUCATIONAL FESTIVAL
IS COMING TO REMOTE VILLAGES

The second mobile environmental 
and educational festival 'Save 
Kamchatka Nature', organized with 
the help from WWF-Russia, will be 
held on the peninsula this spring.
The organizers of the traveling 
festival decided to significantly 
expand the geography of their trips 
compared to previous trips in 2017. 
According to their plan, in addition to 
the settlements of Milkovsky, 
Ust-Bolsheretsky, Ust-Kamchatsky 
and Bystrinsky districts of 
Kamchatka, in 2020 they plan to visit 
Palana, Tigil and Voyampolka.

The festival organizers plan to involve in master classes, quizzes and 
conversations not only pupils of the first four grades. They prepare 
activities for students of all grades, from elementary to high school. 
However, not only representatives of the younger generation, but also 
adults will become participants in the conversations. Classes for 
grown-ups will be held in the libraries of the villages, and even in one 
of the military units of the peninsula.
The dates of meetings at schools in remote villages are not set yet. 
Approximately eco-educational trips will take place between 
mid-February and the end of May. The main task, as the organizers 
say, at this stage is to recruit a good team. As in previous years, 
employees of protected areas, public organizations and volunteers, 
including students from higher educational institutions of the 
Kamchatka krai, will go on a trip this year.

WWF-Russia Kamchatka Office Semi-annual Review page 16

©
 W

W
F-

R
us

si
a 

/ E
le

na
 K

ra
si

ln
ik

ov
a

For more info, 
please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/eko
prosvetitelskiy-fe
stival-doberetsya
-do-otdalennykh-
poselkov-kraya-g
ryadushchey-ves
noy/



 

WWF-Russia Kamchatka Office Semi-annual Review page 17 
 

LOOKING FORWARD 
Gold, silver and coal mining development, as well as oil 
and gas development plans in the region, affecting key 
salmon habitats, remains a critical issue for us. 
At the same time, financial situation has worsened – 
the office is still struggling to diversify funding sources 
to ensure long-term sustainability of WWF work in the 
region. 
We need your support. Please, get involved! 
http://help.wwf.ru  
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Special thanks to our partners: the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation, Ocean 5, the Thompson Family Foundation, and WWF-US. We work together to leverage 

collaboration between the Russian government, private sector, and local communities for conserving wild 

marine ecosystems of the Russian Far East, and introduce sustainability principles into socio-economic  

development of the region. 
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WWF Kamchatka Office in Numbers 

 

 

       2 camera traps 
    were donated to scientist for monitoring Steller Sea lion rookery 

 

  

          Scientist found 

        950 specimens of myxomucetes 
                   during an expedition to Nikolka mountain 

  

 

          2 students from KSTU 
  participated in a training on 

 salmon management in Alaska 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

   more than 1000 people 
             visited “The Sea of Life” Festival 

 

 

 

 3 wildlife sanctuaries 

       may be re-established in Kamchatka 
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