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Sergey Rafanov,  

the Director of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

Greetings from the Kamchatka 

Office! 
Half a year has passed since our last newsletter. Since 

then, we have faced some environmental concerns 

here in Kamchatka. First, Karaginsky Island, which is 

a very important faunal area, was opened for hunting. 

The island is also one of the four Ramsar Sites in 

Kamchatka. WWF-Russia demanded conservation 

status be given to Karaginsky. 

An ancient Jezo spruce forest in Kamchatka is in 

danger due to logging and fires. WWF-Russia has 

been working to establish a botanical reserve to legally 

protect this unique forest. 

There is also some good news to share with you. The 

number of MSC certified fisheries is constantly 

growing in Kamchatka. After the previous year’s 

fishing season, 26% of all catches were certified under 

the MSC standards in Kamchatka. We expect the 

number to be even higher by the end of this year. 

Due to the application of MSC standards, several 

important goals are reached. MSC fisheries client 

action plans filled major gaps in salmon management 

and science support. Below is a list of major thematic 

requirements which Kamchatka salmon fisheries are 

to implement and support: 

• Regular monitoring of spawning escapement at 

a level of accuracy and coverage sufficient to ensure 

effective harvest controls, and demonstration that 

salmon in Kamchatka rivers are at or fluctuating 

around escapement levels which maintain high 
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production and provide a low probability of falling to 

levels where recruitment would be impaired. 

• Increasing transparency and providing of 

information on fishery performance and management 

action request, and explanations are provided for any 

actions or lack of action associated with findings and 

relevant recommendations emerging from research, 

monitoring, evaluation and review activity. 

• Increasing enforcement activity and reduced 

illegal taking of salmon. 

We continue supporting small family businesses based 

on non-timber forest products production. Together 

with WWF-International, we allocated funds to buy 

necessary equipment for an operation in the village of 

Atlasovo, Central Kamchatka. The operation is mostly 

focused on berry processing. 

WWF-Russia’s staff member joined a working group 

on establishing fishery protected zones (FPZ). The 

group will make a list of Kamchatka rivers where FPZs 

should be established. Additionally, the group will 

define allowed and prohibited activities on those 

rivers. WWF-Russia is pushing for fishing to be the 

only type of human activity allowed in key salmon 

habitats. 

Thank you for staying with us – we appreciate your 

support! 
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WWF-RUSSIA DEMANDS
CONSERVATION STATUS BE ESTABLISHED 

OVER KARAGINSKY ISLAND

Karaginsky Island is located in a bay 
of the same name off east coast of 
Kamchatka in the Bering Sea. Litke 
straight separates the island from the 
peninsula.
The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
of International Importance 
especially as Waterfowl Habitat is an 
international treaty for the 
conservation and sustainable use of 
wetlands. There are 35 Ramsar Sites 
in Russia, four of them located in 
Kamchatka. They are Parapolsky Dol, 
Utkholok, the Moroshechnaya River, 
and Karaginsky Island.

All bird species were under official protection on the island. Colonies 
of seabirds, anseriformes, and endangered species were the focus. 
Golden eagle, Steller’s sea eagle, gyrfalcon, peregrine falcon, Ross’s 
gull, and Aleutian tern are among the rare species present on the 
island.
Despite those assumed obligations, in 2010, the local government 
denounced the plan for protected areas on the three sites, thus 
making the land available for hunting.
WWF-Russia is concerned about the situation around Karaginsky 
Island. The Fund insists that a protected area be established on the 
island preventing degradation of vulnerable waterfowl habitats. 
Moreover, WWF-Russia considers it essential that all wetlands of 
international importance located in Kamchatsky krai receive the 
conservation status. Local authorities discredit Russia’s natural 
reserve system and create threats for rare bird species and their 
habitats by avoiding the country’s obligation in the framework of the 
Ramsar Convention.
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For more 
information, 
please, visit:
 
https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/w
wf-rossii-trebuet
-ustanovit-okhra
nnyy-status-na-o
strove-karaginsk
iy/



NEW PROTECTIVE MEASURES
MUST BE INTRODUCED

IN THE YEAR OF THE SALMON

According to WWF-Russia, 
sedimentation of spawning grounds 
due to mining, lack of fishery 
protected areas, ill-informed 
aquaculture development, and 
possible narrowing of spawning 
protective forest areas are among the 
most dangerous threats to the salmon 
population.
The International Year of the Salmon 
officially started in the Russian Far 
East on February 2. This year must 
become a milestone in scientific 
cooperation between the northern 
countries sharing these abundant 

salmon stocks. This year is also the right time to solve the most 
concerning threats to salmon population. 
In order to overcome those threats, WWF-Russia suggests:
• establishing more rigorous supervision over mining 
companies and tightening accountability of those companies for 
environmental impact;
• establishing fishery protected areas on key salmon habitats to 
prevent their degradation;
• revising the approach to the construction of new salmon 
hatcheries and prioritizing conservation of existing salmon 
populations and their spawning grounds over artificial salmon 
breeding;
• developing a list of environmental criteria to regulate the 
salmon hatcheries industry;
• revising the adopted changes to the forestry legislation to 
prevent the catastrophic impact on fisheries.
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For more info, 
please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/morya/wwf-pr
edlozhil-shagi-po
-zashchite-losose
vykh-ryb-v-mezh
dunarodnyy-god
-lososya/



RECREATIONAL FISHING
CAN BE A THREAT TO VULNERABLE KING 

SALMON STOCKS ON THE BOLSHAYA RIVER

Recreational fishing is very different 
from commercial fishing because of 
its much lower negative impact on the 
environment. However, if conducted 
without proper supervision, 
recreational fishing can become a 
cover for illegal activity and threaten 
rare species.
Recreational fishing for king salmon 
in West Kamchatka is a striking 
example of such transformation. 
While sport anglers follow all the 
legislative rules for getting a fishing 
permit, there are no strict regulations 
to control and register the catch. 

Leaseholders, who sell those fishing permits to anglers, have been 
extremely lenient.
There is no direct legislative obligation to match a fishing permit to 
the actual catch. It is ultimately up to the leaseholder whether or not 
to write the catch information into the fishing log. With a quota of 
500 kilograms, an unethical leaseholder can sell any number of 
fishing permits as long as he omits the catch information in the 
fishing log. 
Since there are no official marks on the fishing permit proving the 
catch is legal, there are also no guarantees of the catch’s legal origin. 
An angler can fish anywhere, even on the other nearby rivers, if he 
has a fishing permit. 
WWF-Russia suggests adding some points to the Fishing 
Regulations. For example, experts consider it important that both 
leaseholders and anglers be required to officially register the catch by 
entering information in the fishing log as well as on the fishing 
permit. The marked permits will guarantee the legal origin of the 
catch while the data from the fishing log will help monitor the quota 
daily.
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For more 
information, 
please, visit:
 
https://wwf.ru/e
n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/w
wf-rossii-predlag
aet-usilit-kontrol
-za-lyubitelskim-
promyslom-losos
evykh/



TWENTY SIX PERCENT
OF SALMON CATCH WAS ECO-LABELED

Twenty six percent of the total 
salmon catch in Kamchatka making 
20% of the total salmon catch in the 
Russian Far East was certified based 
on the environmental standards of 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). 
In 2018, six fishing companies joined 
the circle of MSC certified fisheries, 
doubling the percentage of officially 
sustained catches of Kamchatka over 
the last two years.
Right now, the MSC certification 
standards are the most objective 
ones. They work as well-accepted 
proof of a fisheries' sustainability. 

Buyers, sellers, and fishermen in many countries around the world 
recognize the MSC label as a guarantee of the environmentally sound 
origin of seafood.
For more infomation, please, visit: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/po-itogam-putiny-2018-goda-

26-kamchatskikh-ulovov-lososya-msc-sertifitsirovany/
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FISHERMEN ARE WELCOME
TO SHARE THE SUSTAINABILITY

A workshop devoted to the fisheries' 
environmental assessment took place 
in Kamchatka. The event was 
organized by Marine Certification 
LLC with support fromWWF-Russia's 
Kamchatka Office.
“Merine Certification” is the only 
Russian company which was 
accredited by MSC. It claims to 
provide cheaper services for domestic 
fisheries.

For more information, please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/ka

mchatka/kamchatskikh-rybakov-prigla

shayut-aktivnee-vklyuchatsya-v-protsess-sertifikatsii-promyslov/
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OBSERVERS ASSESSED
THE STREAMER-LINES’ EFFECTIVENESS

For more than two months, two 
observers monitored operations 
onboard longline vessels fishing for 
cod and halibut in the Sea of Okhotsk, 
the Bering Sea and the Pacific Ocean. 
The observers were counting seabirds 
and encountered during the sailing 
period, as well as reporting incidents 
of seabird mortality caused by fishing 
activity.
The fishermen used double 
streamer-lines. No endangered 
species were harmed during the 
sailing period.
Three observers are still working 

onboard longline fishing vessels registered in Primorie, another 
region of the Russian Far East. Their activity helps to assess how 
often fishermen from outside Kamchatka use streamer lines.
For more infomation, please, visit: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/nablyudateli-otsenili-effektivn

ost-strimernykh-liniy/
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A CHILDREN’S AUTHOR
SUPPORTED WWF-RUSSIA’S 

PROJECT IN KAMCHATKA

A writer from Saint Petersburg, 
Kristina Kretova, will donate her 
honorarium to establishing a new and 
important regional botanical reserve 
in Milkovo district, Kamchatka Krai. 
The reserve will help to protect 
140,000-year-old Jezo spruce forests 
from fires and logging.
Kretova’s book is called “A Friend for 
a Friend”. It is a book of short stories 
about friendship between animals 
and humans.
For more information, please, visit:

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/sto

ronniki-wwf/id-piter-i-pisatelnitsa-kris

tina-kretova-podderzhat-elniki-kamchatki/
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LOOKING FORWARD 
Gold, silver and coal mining development, as well as oil 
and gas development plans in the region, affecting key 
salmon habitats, remains a critical issue for us. 
At the same time, financial situation has worsened – 
the office is still struggling to diversify funding sources 
to ensure long-term sustainability of WWF work in the 
region. 
We need your support. Please, get involved! 
http://help.wwf.ru  
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Special thanks to our partners: the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation, Ocean 5, the Thompson Family Foundation, and WWF-US. We work together to leverage 

collaboration between the Russian government, private sector, and local communities for conserving wild 

marine ecosystems of the Russian Far East, and introduce sustainability principles into socio-economic  

development of the region. 

 

 
 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A WWF-Russia production 

Designed and edited by Yuri Kislyak 

 

With sincere thanks to Stephanie Lee, 

WWF-US Arctic Field Program 

June, 2019 

 



 

WWF in Numbers 

 

                       Every three rubles 
    from every sale of children’s book “A Friend for a Friend” will be sent 

  by the publishing house “Piter” to support a conservation project in Kamchatka 

 

  

 

        26% of the total salmon catch 
                   in Kamchatka was eco-labled in 2018 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
  The double streamer line lowers bird mortality by 

     over 90% 

 

 

 

One of four Ramsar Sites in Kamchatka 

     is in danger because local government has decided to shuffle off its duties 
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