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This summer we learned really astounding news 
Long time efforts of WWF were fulfilled when a 
ban on driftnet fishing was established. The law 
passed all levels of Russia’s Government receiving 
strong support from both deputies and senators, 
and was eventually signed by the President. 
At the same time, we are very concerned about 
ongoing poaching on the Bolshaya River. Because 
of budget cut this year WWF could afford to 
support only three public inspectors. Volunteers 
were doing their best; however, the Russian 
Federal Fishery Agency was not of much help. We 
need your support keep good results in this job 
the next year. 

WWF continues to support independent 
observers who check MSC certified fisheries. And 
the joint project of WWF and Citi Foundation has 
reached new level this summer when the plans to 
organize businessmen, who collect and market 
non-timber forest products, into the Association 
were announced. 

Here, in Kamchatka, WWF-Russia stands for 
sustainable future for salmon fisheries and that’s 
why together with Kamchatka State University 
(KSTU) we put much effort in training future 
specialists in this field. Two former students of 
KSTU, who had been studying at Aquatic 
bioresources protection and management 
department, finished their education and started 
to work for KamchatNIRO (Kamchatka Research 
Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography). That is 
quite a success for us too, because KamchatNIRO 
is in charge of scientific support for aquatic 
bioresources management in Kamchatka.  
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RUSSIA and USA
will fight IUU fishing together

The recently signed, ground-breaking 
agreement should improve coordina-
tion among governmental agencies 
from both sides of the Pacific region in 
their struggle against illegal, unregu-
lated and unreported (IUU) fishing. 
The agreement was first officially 
announced in May 2015 in Moscow. 
Its effective date is set in mid-October 
2015. Similar bilateral agreements 
have been already signed between 
Russian and China, Japan, North and 
South Korea.
According to different sources, the 
extent of illegal fishing in Russia is 

about 20-30 billion rubles per year. Taxes are not collected on illegally 
harvested and traded fish/seafood, and the stocks of Pollock, salmon, 
crab, and other at-risk species are severely damaged. Legal fishermen 
from both Russia and US bear heavy losses because of IUU fishing.
The agreement should help Russia and the USA develop better 
enforcement strategies to mitigate the trade of illegally fished prod-
ucts, improve coordination among governmental agencies, and make 
important documentation and data exchange to verify the legality of 
fish and seafood harvests and trade quick and up-to-date.

WWF was among the first ones to draw attention to 
the problem of IUU fishing more than ten years ago. 
We also were the first ones to assess volume of poaching on the rivers 
of Kamchatka. WWF disseminated an analytical report devoted to 
illegal crab trade from Russia to other Pacific Rim countries, including 
the USA, in April 2015. These steps definitely helped the agreement to 
be signed.
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BIG STRUGGLE
on the BOLSHAYA RIVER

WWF continued to support public 
inspectors on the rivers of Kamchatka 
during salmon fishing season this 
year. Public inspectors worked on four 
rivers of Kamchatka beginning from 
June and to the end of September. 
Major attention was paid to the Bol-
shaya River, where the situation with 
poachers is extremely concerning. 
More than 40 times volunteers were 
on patrol in this river, and more than 
15 days were also spent on the Para-
tunka, Avacha and Ostrovnaya Rivers.
Together with the inspectors of the 
Russian Federal Fishery Agency, 

public inspectors confiscated three boats, nets with a combined length 
of 150 meters, and more than 500 kilograms of salmon roe.
It remains difficult for public inspectors to keep up with criminals. 
Poachers have faster boats and usually are better equipped than 
volunteers. They use powerful radio transmitters for better coordina-
tion with each other. As one of the volunteers stated, these kinds of 
transmitters are the same as those used by elite police forces, and 
cannot be bought in a store. To combat these well-equipped thieves, 
WWF needs your support to put more “eyes on the river” in 2016.
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MSC CERTIFICATION
with an indipendent check

Three independent fishery observers 
supported by WWF worked on the 
Ozernaya and Opala Rivers in the 
western part of Kamchatka this 
summer. For a month, the observers 
checked how fisheries “Vityaz-Avto” 
and “Delta” followed Marine Steward-
ship Council (MSC) standards in their 
work. Their reports will be dissemi-
nated among stakeholders involved in 
the MSC certification process, includ-
ing NGOs, and an independent certi-
fier. Based on these reports, the certi-
fier decides what actions should be 
implemented to improve fisheries’ 

activity and make them more sustainable.
Salmon populations in the Opala and Ozernaya Rivers are considered 
very stable and the fishing process here is quite sustainable. Police and 
specialists from the Federal Fishery Agency with help of a private 
security company ensure strict control on these rivers and illegal 
salmon harvesting is not a problem. For example, during the fishing 
season from May to late August there was only one act of poaching 
reported on the Ozernaya River and there hasn’t been any poaching 
activity on the Opala River for three years.
In the next two years, WWF plans to continue taking part in the MSC-
certification process both as a stakeholder and providing companies 
with necessary scientific data.
MSC-labeled fish products from Kamchatka are becoming more and 
more valuable on the Japanese market. These products first appeared 
in the Japanese retail market in March 2014 and the volume of fish 
sold under the MSC label continues to grow. According to one 
retailer’s data, the volume increased by 20% in 2015.
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DRIFTNET FISHING BAN
is signed by the President

The President of Russia has signed a 
ban on driftnet fishing. The bill, sup-
ported by WWF, prohibits both 
domestic and Japanese driftnet fish-
ing in the Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) of Russia.
The initiative for amending the law 
«On Fishing and Preservation of 
Aquatic Biological Resources» 
belongs to the deputies of the State 
Duma and members of the Federation 
Council, some of whom are represen-
tatives of Kamchatka. Consideration 
of the bill was preceded by much 
detailed work on assessing the nega-

tive ecological impact of driftnet fishing on marine ecosystems and the 
calculation of economic impacts. As a result, scientists and experts of 
the Accounting Chamber concluded that this type of fishing causes 
annual losses for Russia in the amount of more than ten billion rubles. 
As it made its way through the State Duma’s scrutiny, the draft of law 
became tougher. While it originally proposed to ban the use of drift-
nets by industrial and coastal fisheries, the final version of the docu-
ment now includes even a ban on driftnet fishing for research and con-
trol purposes. Through all versions of the document, the effective date 
remained unchanged - January 1, 2016. 

The ban on driftnet fishing is a big win for anyone 
who cares about the conservation of birds, salmon 
and porpoises in the Russian Far East. For many years 
WWF-Russia has demanded strict limitations on driftnet fishing and 
even advocated for its complete ban in Russia’s EEZ because of the 
devastating consequences of this type of fishing. Driftnet fishing 
entangles and drowns thousands of non-target species, including 
seabirds and marine mammals. Even worse, the driftnet fishery is 
almost impossible to regulate.
For more info, please, visit http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/13522
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HOW TO MAKE A
STREAMER LINE IN THE SEA

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the 
Longline Fishery Association (LFA) 
held a workshop for fishing companies 
in Vladivostok, on June 24, 2015.
About forty fishermen from “Sigma 
Marine Technology” and “Orion 
Pacific” fishery companies attended 
the seminar. Both of these companies, 
owning a total of six longliners, hope 
to join the Longline Fishery Associa-
tion.
Streamer is a simple invention, but 
extremely effective. The use of double 
streamer lines results in more than a 
90% reduction of the frequency of bird 

attacks on the longline. A smaller number of attacks ensures lower 
mortality of birds and a larger margin of each longline setting remains 
useable for the fishery because the bait remains intact for the fish. The 
effectiveness of this method of protection is confirmed by many years 
of practice.
Streamer lines are now used on all vessels belonging to the Longline 
Fishery Association. Other companies cannot boast such unanimity in 
addressing environmental problems. One of the reasons why the cap-
tains and chiefs of production onboard fishing vessels refuse to use 
streamers is due to high staff turnover. Crews are sometimes deprived 
of the necessary knowledge and skills to install streamer lines or are 
completely unaware of the positive impact of streamer lines.
WWF and the LFA signed an agreement on joint participation in proj-
ects to reduce the impact on vulnerable marine ecosystems. This 
agreement includes the introduction of modern methods of monitor-
ing and fishery management, modernization of fishing gear, and scien-
tific research activities. A separate area of joint work entails organizing 
and holding of workshops, during which fishermen can get detailed 
information on how to reduce seabird bycatch by using streamers.

For more information, please, visit http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/13510
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A FIELD GUIDE
OF SEABIRDS

The book, published by WWF in 
partnership with the Kamchatka 
branch of Pacific Institute of Geogra-
phy, will be helpful for fishermen and 
students.
“Seabirds in the Russian Far East 
Deep-Sea Demersal Longline Fishery” 
was written primarily for use by 
observers and fishermen at sea. But 
the field guide can be used generally 
by a wide audience from schoolchil-
dren and students, to environmental 
managers and scientists.
The main part of the book is devoted 
to the detailed description of more 

than 20 seabirds, which inhabit the North Pacific region.  Every 
article includes Russian common names and scientific names of the 
species, identification characteristics, geographic distribution in the 
region, habitat and features of behavior. 
The author of the book, Yury Artukhin, is a famous Kamchatka orni-
thologist, Candidate of biological Sciences (PhD equivalent), the head 
of a laboratory of ornithology at the Kamchatka branch of Pacific 
Institute of Geography. In his new book, Yury Artukhin goes beyond 
formal descriptions of birds; he also discusses the problem of seabird 
bycatch during deep-sea demersal longline operations in Russia’s Far 
East Fisheries Basin, and gives technical recommendations about the 
manufacturing and operation of streamer lines as the most effective 
bird mitigation device for middle tonnage vessels.

For more information, please, visit http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/13664
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ZHUPANOVA DAMS
THREATEN WILDLIFE

The Public Council under the Minis-
try of Economic Development of 
Kamchatka supported WWF’s initia-
tive to conduct public hearings 
related to the plans of Zhupanova 
River hydropower dams and plant 
construction. According to the official 
documents, the public hearings 
should take place in the second half of 
this year.
At the same time, WWF has finished 
to examine the Environmental 
Impact Assessment of dams construc-
tion and found out that measures,  
claimed to eliminate negative impact 

are absolutely ineffective.
Specialists from WWF are now analyzing the Energy Development 
Strategy of Kamchatka, an official document, which contains infor-
mation on perspectives of regional energy development for a decade 
to come. The concern of WWF is that the document looks a bit one-
sided claiming the Zhupanova hydropower plant as the only alterna-
tive to oil products, which are now the major source of energy for 
Kamchatka. WWF experts are sure that it would be valuable to 
improve and upgrade existing power plants, like geothermal power 
plants for example. Another underestimated opportunity for Kam-
chatka is to buy liquid natural gas (LNG) – it may be less expensive 
than oil products and more sustainable for the natural resources of 
the region than dams on free-flowing rivers.
Another problem with the proposed Zhupanova dam, disregarding its 
complete unsustainability, is that it will provide energy to the same 
Petropavlovsk-Elizovo-Vilyuchinsk district, where there is already a 
surplus of electrical energy.
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WILD HARVEST FEST
supports “green” products

WWF and Citi Foundation helped to 
organize a wild harvest festival in 
Kamchatka. Promoting non-timber 
forest products is one of the goals and 
part of the total program budget for 
the joint project between WWF and 
Citi.
The IX wild harvest festival “Where 
Angelica Grows” took place in 
Elizovsky district, Kamchatka on 
August 22. The annual festival is a 
place where producers present their 
most astounding products, like gour-
met dishes made from  mushrooms 
and berries, birch juice, unique herbal 

teas and even pine-cone jam. Among the participants this year were 
those, who received financial support within the framework of the 
joint project of WWF-Russia and Citi Foundation.
“Visitors from Kamchatka as well as some lucky tourists, who hap-
pened to be on the peninsula these days, gladly joined the celebration 
that was organized by the local community,” says Sergey Rafanov, the 
head of Kamchatka/Bering Sea Ecoregional office of WWF-Russia. 
“The festival is a great time for producers too, because marketing 
their products is a key-factor for a successful business, regardless of 
the size of company. It’s important for sustainable “green” products 
from Kamchatka to become recognizable within and outside the 
region. This is one of the primary aims of the joint project between 
WWF-Russia and Citi Foundation.”
The joint project of WWF and Citi is aimed at supporting small family 
businesses which collect and market non-timber forest products 
(such as berries, mushrooms and herbs). The project was started in 
2013 and is still continuing successfully in Kamchatka as well as in 
Altai where it was started even earlier.
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The program is 
focused on low-

income local 
communities and 
individuals living 

in the remote 
settlements of 

Kamchatka, which 
are located close to 

protected areas 
and habitats of 

rare and endan-
gered species, and 

those who are 
running or willing 

to run legal and 
environmentally-

friendly small 
businesses. Devel-

opment of small 
family enterprises 

in the area of 
non-timber forest 

products is consid-
ered as an alterna-

tive livelihood 
strategy for 

targeted beneficia-
ries, providing 

sustainable income 
and creating 

conditions for 
conservation of the 

environment.



LEARNING ICHTYOLOGY
with support of WWF

WWF-Russia helped the staff of the 
Kamchatka State Technical Univer-
sity (KSTU) organize a practicum for 
students at Dal’neye Lake, which has 
been an observatory for studying 
salmon since 1937. 
For three weeks, twelve students 
(future ichthyologists) collected 
morphometric data, carried out 
in-depth studies of sockeye salmon’s 
natural habitat and its nutritive base 
condition. The students explored the 
peculiarities of the lake’s ecosystem, 
learned about other species inhabit-
ing the body of water, and defined the 

size and age composition and abundance of juvenile fish. The 
students will use the knowledge they gained during their practical 
training to form the basis of their scientific research papers. 
Studies were conducted in three areas: ichthyology, hydrology and 
hydrobiology. 
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The natural world of Kamchatka needs our help, 
probably, now more than ever. Plans of Zhupanova 
hydropower plant construction are a serious concern of 
ecologists in Kamchatka. The West Kamchatka shelf is 
at risk of oil and gas development in the near future. At 
the same time, poaching situation on the Bolshaya 
River didn’t become any better than it was a year ago. 
 
We need your support to withstand these and many 
other environmental threats in Kamchatka. 
Please get involved too. 
http://www.wwf.ru/help_us  
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Special thanks to our salmon conservation partners: Wild Salmon Center and 

Pacific Environment, with whom we work to leverage collaboration between 

the Russian government, private sector, and local communities for conserving 

wild salmon ecosystems on Kamchatka! 

With support from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the John D. and 

Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation and Citi Foundation, WWF-Russia supports sustainable fishery 

and the economic development of the region, which should be ecologically 

sustainable. 
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  200 books 
             will be disseminated among 
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    12 students 

 joined field training organized by WWF and KSTU 
 

         

 

        30 billion rubles 
       per year is the value of illegal fishing in Russia 
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