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Sergey Rafanov,  

the Director of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

WWF strongly supported the increase in fines for 
illegal fishing initiated by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Public discussion concerning the Russian 
government’s draft decree ended on October 9th. The 
decree would set fines up to 20 times higher than 
current levels for some species. While we do not 
consider these measures to be an absolute remedy, the 
fine amounts will be significant enough to be noticed 
by poachers. The measures can be seen as a good 
starting point for further steps to stop illegal activity. 

However, poaching for fish isn’t only a Kamchatka 
problem. The WWF-Russia Kamchatka Office and its 
partners have valuable experience to share. In 
autumn, our colleagues from WWF-Russia Barents 
Sea Ecoregional Office came to the peninsula to learn 
about Kamchatka’s anti-poaching activity on the 
Bolshaya River. And now public inspectors will work 
on the Varzuga River in the Murmansk region. 

The operations of two mining companies in 
Kamchatka remain under strict examination within 
the framework of the Environmental Responsibility 
Rating and the gradation system introduced in 2017. 
The companies, however, did not improve their 
positions compared to the previous March 2017 
rating. This result urges us to look for new 
opportunities to engage mining operators in 
improving the environmental aspect of their work in 
2018. 

Thank you for being with us and stay tuned for more 
news to come in 2018! 
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FISHING SEASON
IN THE RUSSIAN FAR EAST

In 2017, fishing season in the Russian 
Far East resulted in lower catch 
numbers than the two previous years. 
Although the fishing was okay for 
Kamchatka, the Sakhalin and Amur 
regions experienced a complete 
failure. Scientists think such failures 
are tightly connected with climate 
change, global warming, and the 
natural depletion of salmon stocks in 
the North Pacific. However, the 
explicit problems of the fishing indus-
try are not only affected by natural 
factors. Poor fisheries management is 
also an issue. Instant profit, instead 

of common sense and an environmentally sound approach to fish 
stocks, seems to set the agenda.
In the early 2000’s, the Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands were the 
largest fisheries, catching more pink and chum salmon than any 
other regions of the Russian Far East. Several years ago, numbers 
from 100,000 to 200,000 metric tons (m.t.) of harvested fish were 
common to the fishermen of the area. In 1990’s, the Amur River had 
annual salmon catches of 2,000 to 8,000 m.t. Beginning in 2009, the 
salmon totals grew steadily.  The total catch in 2016 was 65,000 m.t. 
The fishermen, in response to the abundance, intensified their fishing 
efforts, and a crucial drop in salmon runs came in both the Sakhalin 
and Amur regions.
In 2017, total catch of salmon was 50,000 m.t. in Sakhalin and 
26,000 m.t. in the Amur River. The Kamchatka peninsula is in a 
better condition than many of its Far Eastern neighbors with a total 
catch of 240,000 m.t. of salmon. This shows the abundance of the 
region. However, there is conflict between companies which own set 
nets and fishermen who use set gill nets in the same areas off shore. 
Some companies demand a complete ban on set gill nets and if catch 
amounts suddenly go down, the conflict may reach the breaking 
point.
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WWF insists that cooperation between all interested parties is needed. It is only possible 
to find an environmentally sound approach to sustainable fishing management which 
would take into consideration the interests and unique characteristics of all far-eastern 
regions to their mutual benefit and salmon conservation by working together.

Expert’s opinion
“Pink salmon is the main salmon species in Sakhalin. They are 
a native, short-cycle species with the possibility of very high 
population levels. Scientists still have a difficult time predict-
ing population rises and falls. The pink salmon’s homing 
instinct is poorly developed, and that causes difficulties in 
predicting which particular river the fish will return to.”

Expert’s opinion
“So far, there is no point in panicking and saying that there 
will be no salmon in the Amur River ever again. At the same 
time, it is obvious, that the chum salmon population, which is 
the main concern in the region, will not recover in two to four 
years. It is vital to learn the hard lessons of the past salmon 
fishing season, and learn them well, in order to prevent this 
kind of situation happening again.”

For more information, please, visit
https: //new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/wwf-podvel-
ekologicheskie-itogi-lososevoy-putiny-2017-goda/
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KAMCHATKA SCIENTISTS
SUPPORT ESTABLISHING OF FMPZ

WWF’s additions to the final resolu-
tion of the XVIII International Scien-
tific Conference, “Conservation of 
Biodiversity of Kamchatka and 
Coastal Waters,” included encourag-
ing work to establish the first Russian 
fishery marine protected zone 
(FMPZ).
Attracting the government’s attention 
to the hazards of oil and gas develop-
ment in the shelf areas near Kam-
chatka was one of the major 
outcomes of the Conference. Being 
extremely productive, the shelves of 
the Bering Sea and the Sea of 

Okhotsk are important for food security in Russia. In the recent 
years, these regions have been vulnerable to environmentally devas-
tating human impact. Thus, the areas must be protected by complex 
survey leading to establishment of zones with limited human activity.
WWF has suggested limiting oil and gas companies’ plans related to 
the development of deposits in shelf areas of the Sea of Okhotsk and 
the Bering Sea, and has also introduced the idea of establishing an 
FMPZ in western Kamchatka. An FMPZ can be used to protect 
fishermen’s interests and exclude transit shipping and development 
of hydrocarbon deposits from the list of allowed human activities in 
the area.
“The Legislative Assembly of Kamchatka and the regional adminis-
tration cannot force the establishment of an FMPZ directly. How-
ever, according to Russian legislation, scientific research institutes, 
KamchatNIRO in our case, have power to initiate the establishment 
and conduct all necessary procedures,” says Sergey Korostelev.
The final resolution takes into account WWF-Russia’s suggestions 
and recommends KamchatNIRO to prepare economic and environ-
mental impact statements which will become a firm ground for estab-
lishing an FMPZ in the West-Kamchatka shelf. 
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WWF IS ENGAGED
IN FISHERY CERTIFICATION PROCESS

Four Kamchatka fisheries have under-
taken certification according to the 
standards of Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC). MRAG Americas will 
conduct the assessment, then scruti-
nize scientific data and prepare the 
final report.
The four companies which have joined 
the certification process in Kamchatka 
are “Narody Severa” and 
“Bolsheretsk” which fish in west Kam-
chatka on the Bolshaya, the Opala, 
and the Kikhchik rivers; and “Delfin” 
and “Delta Fish LTD” operating on the 
east coast of the peninsula. “Narody 

Severa” and “Bolsheretsk” have some experience in the certification 
process. In 2013, the companies made an attempt to receive the certifi-
cate but failed to provide all necessary data in time, and quit the pro-
cess in 2015. In 2017, the companies re-established cooperation with 
MSC.
The other two companies, “Delfin” and “Delta Fish LTD”, are new to 
MSC certification. In March and April, the companies passed the 
initial assessment and started the full assessment. “Delfin” works in 
the Olyutorsky district of Kamchatka krai, an area with extremely low 
poaching activity due to remoteness and sparce population. The main 
problem with the region is that fish counting at the spawning grounds 
must be conducted via helicopter, which is rather expensive. “Delta 
Fish LTD” operates on the Kamchatka river, and is fishing for all five 
pacific salmon species. This introduces possibilities for overfishing.
WWF is aimed at sustainable fishery conservation and insists that 
environmentally important suggestion be included in the fishery 
improvement plan.
For more information, please, visit
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/sotrudniki-
wwf-obsudili-osobennosti-lososevykh-promyslov-s-rybakami-i-preds
tavitelyami-mrag-americas/
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OBSERVERS ONBOARD
FISHING VESSELS

WWF continued its partnership with 
the School of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources at Kamchatka State Tech-
nical University (KSTU) and scien-
tists of Kamchatka Fisheries Research 
Institute (KamchatNIRO). Through 
this partnership one of the students, 
who previously passed the elective 
course on independent observer 
techniques, got a full-time position at 
KamchatNIRO as an independent 
observer.
Through our partnership with the 
Longline Fishery Association, the 
student was assigned as an indepen-

dent observer on a Kamchatka based longline vessel named Alanett 
owned by Yamsy Ltd. He will spend more than two months at sea, 
from mid-November until the beginning of February, which is twice 
as long as the usual period of an observer’s assignment. Upon return-
ing, the observer will provide photos and an executive summary 
report related to seabird bycatch and streamer use.
WWF highly appreciates the work being done by observers onboard 
fishing vessels. Observers play an essential role in the fishery certifi-
cation process according to MSC standards. This role was highlighted 
during a meeting of the Working Group on Monitoring Improvement 
of Pollock fishing in the Sea of Okhotsk which gathered in December 
in Vladivostok. WWF participates in every bi-annual meeting of the 
Group.
WWF urged participants at the meeting to work closely on defining 
the official status of independent observers onboard fishing vessels 
and unification of their terms of reference (ToR).

For more information, please, visit
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/wwf-vysoko-
otsenil-rol-nablyudateley-na-mintaevom-promysle/
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VOLUNTEERS WILL PROTECT
THE AVACHA RIVER FROM POACHERS

Instead of the Bolshaya River, WWF 
and the "Save Salmon TOGETHER" 
Foundation will concentrate their 
work on the Avacha River to protect it 
from criminal fishermen in 2018.
Volunteers have been fighting crimi-
nal fishermen since 2012. For the last 
two years, fishing companies in the 
Ust-Bolsheretsky district have united 
in an association to resist poaching 
activity, bringing the whole Bolshaya 
river under control. Thus, WWF-
Russia has decided to move volun-
teers to another river where their 
efforts are really needed – to the 

Avacha. An outreach center “Land of fish and fish-eaters”, which 
opened in Elizovsky district in December, will become their head-
quarters during the next fishing season.
The facility was created by the “Save Salmon TOGETHER!” Founda-
tion as a museum of salmon and a place where all people interested 
in the future of fish in Kamchatka can gather and discuss important 
issues of the fishing industry. The first meeting took place in the 
Center several days before its official grand opening. Representatives 
from the indigenous people of Kamchatka and recreational anglers 
announced their suggestions about a possible ban on net-fishing on 
the Bolshaya and Avacha rivers.
While this is not that simple for the Bolshaya River, a ban on net 
gears on the Avacha would be logical based on its salmon stock con-
dition. The river has only one fishing site for indigenous people 
where nets may be used. The site borders are reset annually by the 
regulatory body – the Committee for Anadromous Fish Harvesting. 
The Committee can refuse to set the site because of stock depletion.

For more information, please, visit
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/dobrovolnye-
inspektory-rybookhrany-pereydut-na-avachu/
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WWF AND KSTU
WILL RESTORE SALMON STOCKS

Kamchatka State Technical Univer-
sity (KSTU) with financial support 
from WWF will use autonomous 
artificial salmon egg incubators on 
the Paratunka River basin.
The Paratunka River is in the south-
eastern part of the Kamchatka penin-
sula, near several settlements. The 
river experiences human pressure 
mostly caused by poaching activity. 
Several tributaries of the river come 
out of small lakes, which are formed 
by phreatic waters, near Nikolaevka 
village. They were once attractive 
spawning grounds for Coho salmon. 

However, the abundant Coho population in the river basin was 
destroyed by poachers long ago. The lakes became silted because the 
fish ceased to spawn in them.
“We have defined two areas near Nikolaevka village where we plan 
to conduct our experiment,” says Dr. Alexander Bonk, the head of 
the “Marine resources, fisheries, and aquaculture” sub-department at 
KSTU.
“First of all, we need to define the condition of spawning grounds, 
nutritive base, and ichthyofaunal structure. After that, we will place 
fish eggs in special plastic cases (autonomous incubators).”
The faculty and students of KSTU, staff members of Kamchatka 
Research Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography (KamchatNIRO), 
and members of the indigenous community who live near the lakes 
will participate in the work.  It was the indigenous community, who 
came to KSTU faculty seeking help with restoring the Coho popula-
tion. The indigenous community advocated for the experiment and 
assured the scientists that they would prevent poaching on the river.
For more information, please, visit
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/wwf-i-kamchatgtu-
zaymutsya-vosstanovleniem-estestvennogo-neresta-lososya-na-poluo
strove/
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WWF SUPPORTED FIELD TRAINING
OF KSTU STUDENTS

Students from KSTU conducted a 
variety of research works at Karymai 
bio-station in Ust-Bolsheretsky 
district in Kamchatka.
Under the supervision of skillful 
educators, future scientists had a 
chance to test their knowledge in the 
field after a year of theoretical stud-
ies. During a two-week training 
course, the students conducted obser-
vations and experiments at the Kory-
mai Biostation located on a tributary 
of the Bystraya River in West Kam-
chatka.
"The main objective of the expedition 

was to collect data on fish fauna structure, food access for smolts 
and adult salmon, and special aspects of living in the river. The 
students scrutinized characteristics of the inland part of the salmon 
ecosystem", said Dr. Alexander Bonk, the head of the “Marine 
resources, fisheries, and aquaculture” sub-department at KSTU.
The students will use all the collected data in their scientific research 
projects and graduate qualifications.
WWF and KSTU have been cooperating for many years. Earlier in 
2017, WWF helped KSTU send two students to participate in a train-
ing course on in-season salmon management and forecasting using 
real-time data in Bristol Bay, Alaska.
For more information, please, visit
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/vsemirnyy-
fond-dikoy-prirody-pomog-kamchatskomu-universitetu-v-organizats
ii-praktiki-studentov/
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WWF AND STATE INSTITUTIONS
ARE WORKING TOGETHER

WWF has signed an agreement with 
Federal State Budgetary Institution 
“KamchatTechMorDirectsia” (which 
is sort for “Kamchatka Directorate for 
Technical Support of Supervision at 
Sea”). The institution’s activity is 
majorly connected with technical 
support during the implementation  
of laws of the Russian Federation in 
the inner sea, territorial waters, 
continental shelf, in the exclusive 
economic zone, etc.
The joint work will be aimed at 
marine mammal conservation and 
protection of their habitats, monitor-

ing of natural resources, development of oil spill protection plans, 
and other projects.
There are several urgent activities on the list, including installation 
and modernization of operating web-cams at Steller sea lion haulouts 
in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. Another important issue is related to 
harvested fish handling in the port of Petropavlovsk and Steller sea 
lions. The animals are very persistent in their attempts to steal fish 
from fishermen which causes human-wildlife conflicts. Installation of 
acoustic repelling devices could help solve the problem.
The cooperation goes far beyond the named activities with focus 
areas such as:
• general questions of environmental politics;
• environmental projects and development of programs aimed 
at marine resources conservation and protection of wild habitats;
• sharing the environmentally important information, educa-
tion, and experience between specialists in same areas of knowledge;
• decrease of the negative environmental impact of factories and 
other operations which use water supply and can influence marine 
ecosystems.
The agreement was signed as part of the Year of Ecology in the Rus-
sian Federation and will be in effect for three years.
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INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING IN
THE BERING SEA

The fifth “Arctic Circle” Assembly was 
held in Reykjavik on October 13-15. 
During the forum, WWF lobbied to 
protect the Bering Strait from pollu-
tion and increase the safety of naviga-
tion in the region. This, as experts 
mentioned, could be achieved by 
regulatory tools recommended by the 
Resolutions of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO). How-
ever, the international status of the 
Bering Strait required a submission of 
a joint application from Russia and 
the USA.
Thus, in December, the two countries 

officially sent the IMO a proposal which should regulate shipping in 
the Bering Strait and the Bering Sea. The document suggests estab-
lishing two-direction movement in the strait, thus preventing acci-
dents, decreasing pollution and negative impact caused by shipping 
on marine ecosystems.
At the same time, there is another water area in the Bering Sea which 
demands attention from IMO. The Commander Islands Nature and 
Biosphere Reserve includes a 30-mile area of adjacent sea around the 
Commander Islands (which covers 3.5 million hectares). The region 
is inhabited by many rare species. Russian laws prohibit shipping in 
the entire 30-mile area. However, international shipping falls under 
jurisdiction of international law leaving only a 12-mile zone to the 
protected area and allowing navigation in the remaining 18-mile 
zone.
The serious issue urges WWF and the Commander Islands Nature 
Reserve Administration to work with IMO. In 2017, WWF started a 
project aimed to develop an application for designating the whole 
area of the Reserve as Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) under 
IMO criteria. We plan to develop a package of information pertaining 
to the vulnerability of the area and damage caused by international 
shipping activities.
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WWF WILL CONTINUE
TO SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES

Businessmen, who had received 
financial support from WWF and Citi 
Foundation, presented their products 
in Moscow during the "Days of the 
Far East".
The “Days of the Far East” took place 
in the capital of Russia from Decem-
ber 8th to the 16th. Businessmen from 
nine far-eastern regions presented 
their products to Muscovites and 
guests of the city. Entrepreneurs from 
Kamchatka participated as well. The 
Korchevs – entrepreneurs from 
Sobolevo district, Kamchatka, 
brought herbal tea and berry jams.

For several years, WWF-Russia was supporting this community in 
the framework of the joint project with Citi foundation. WWF helped 
to buy necessary equipment, and to build a processing facility. As a 
result, the Korchevs ramped up production and broadened the range 
of goods.
“There is a high demand on wild harvest products in the European 
part of Russia, and in Moscow in particular”, says Alexander Ko-
rchev.
“Of course, products from Kamchatka cannot compete with the goods 
of the same kind from Altay and Karelia. Thus, Kamchatka must 
emphasize high ecological value of the regional products, and will 
eventually find its customer.”
Although the joint project is over, WWF-Russia plans to go on to 
support small environmentally oriented businesses. Such help is very 
important for entrepreneurs from remote settlements because their 
activity has vast growth potential. It also creates new jobs for locals in 
areas where legal income is usually hard to find.
For more information, please, visit
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/wwf-nameren-
prodolzhit-podderzhku-malogo-biznesa-zanyatogo-v-sfere-sbora-i-pe
rerabotki-dikorosov/
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The natural world needs our support, probably, now 
more than ever. Kamchatka is one of few regions on 
the Planet which still have the unique primeval places. 
But fishery, mining and power industry are treading on 
these remote corners of virgin nature. We in WWF-
Russia do not fight with progress; we fight with 
careless approach to natural recourses consumption. 
Please, get involved. 
http://help.wwf.ru  
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Special thanks to our partners: the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation, the Thompson Family Foundation, Inc., Citi Foundation, and WWF-US. We work together to 
leverage collaboration between the Russian government, private sector, and local communities for conserving 

wild salmon ecosystems on Kamchatka, and introduce sustainability principles into socio-economic  
development of the region. 
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                         All nine longline vessels 
         based in Kamchatka use streamer lines at sea 

        to deter seabirds from the bait 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 Two mining companies 
           operating in Kamchatka were included 

            in the Environmental Responsibility Rating 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Five thousand roubles 
      cost a small autonomous salmon incubator 

       

  

 

 

Almost three months 

       will spend an independent observer, supported by WWF 

        onboard of the Alanett longline fishing vessel 
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