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We are the first generation that has a clear picture 
of the value of nature and the enormous impact 
we have on it. We may also be the last that can 
act to reverse this trend.
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Dear Friends!

The WWF successes would not have been possible without the support of the 
conservation community, our supporters and partners. There are still many pressing 
challenges ahead which we can solve through a joint effort. 

2019 was a special milestone in the history of WWF-Russia: we turned twenty-five. 
For a quarter of a century, we have worked with all of you to preserve the nature 
of Russia and Central Asia. 

In the anniversary year, modern solutions and new technologies helped to solve several 
environmental problems at once. For the first time ever, experts were able to conduct 
snow leopard censuses in the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion using smartphones and a special 
app developed by WWF. The application greatly streamlines record-keeping in the field 
and the further processing and systematization of data. A saiga census methodology was 
successfully tested in Astrakhan Oblast and the Republic of Kalmykia using the latest 
drones developed in Russia. Flyovers of protected areas — the main habitats of the saiga 
antelope — help not only monitor the dynamics of the numbers and sexual-maturity age 
of the saiga population of the North-Western region of the Caspian Sea but also 
optimize conservation measures. Another recent development made by Russian experts 
and supported by WWF is the KEDR satellite forest change monitoring system, which is 
gaining traction in the Russian Far East. In 2019, the administration of Primorsky Krai 
decided to use the system in all the region's forestries. This report includes figures 
demonstrating that the use of KEDR in forest management in the southern Far East is 
effective. Tests of a polar-bear sound repelling system were conducted on the Novaya 
Zemlya Archipelago. We expect that the device, which is unique to this country, will help 
to ensure the safety of Arctic settlements and reduce the number of incidents involving 
humans and polar bears.

We are deeply appreciative of the trust placed in the Fund at the highest level. In our 
25th-anniversary year, the President of the Russian Federation thanked the Fund's staff 
for their proactive efforts in the field of nature protection, and WWF-Russia President 
Igor Chestin was awarded the Order of Honor for his services in protecting the 
environment and natural resources and for his many years of dedicated work.

Many thanks to you all for trusting us and supporting our work!

Victoria Elias,
Director of Nature Conservation Programmes

WWF-Russia

The creation of four national parks, several nature reserves and a nature park in various 
regions of Russia were a notable highlight of 2019. In total, over 3 million hectares of 
protected areas have been created with WWF support — an area the size of Belgium.

One long-awaited outcome was Russia's acceptance of the Paris Climate Agreement. The 
signing of environmental cooperation agreements with the governments of the Altai and 
Tyva Republics and the government of Turkmenistan marked a new stage of effective 
partnerships with authorities in priority regions. 

Our partners and we implemented a number of initiatives in 2019, from the 
construction of ecopaths to the traditional summary of the environmental transparency 
ratings of oil and gas and mining companies. The rating methodology was also 
independently audited for the first time.
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In the struggle to preserve the natural environment on the planet and the harmony 
between man and nature, we became the change we want to see in the world. Today, we 
give priority to sustainable suppliers and manufacturers of goods and services, use 
recycling, reduce the volume of printed materials and shift to electronic publications, 
sort and recycle waste, educate our employees, supporters and business partners on 
sustainable lifestyle, reduce the number of business trips, and hold online conferences 
instead of personal meetings. 

Our employees in Moscow and seven offices in priority regions are responsible for the 
preparation and implementation of environmental programmes, interaction with 
authorities and the scientists, provide constant communication with the organization's 
supporters, businesses and the media, and manage the Fund's programme in Central 
Asia. They are responsible for the biodiversity conservation, sustainable forest 
management and marine fisheries, climate change issues, green economy, 
environmental regulation and environmental management. 

Dear Friends!

During the 25 years, we have implemented more than 1,000 field projects in 47 regions 
of Russia. We are supported by over 23,000 people, 100 partner companies, and the 
number of our followers on social media is close to one million.

Vladislav Onishchenko, 

Currently, WWF-Russia employs 133 staff members — is this a lot or a little? This is a 
little if you compare this figure with the population of our country, the staff of a large 
corporation or a government agency. But this is a lot if you look at the things they 
manage to do, at the projects in which they are involved, and at the successes they 
achieve.

This year we cannot but recall the anniversary of WWF in Russia: 25 years is a great 
date. Both for a person and for an organization, this is the age of youth, when a part of 
important undertakings has already been implemented and ahead is a long and eventful 
road of life, creativity, and productive work.

Chair of WWF-Russia Board

But we do not want to rest on our laurels, and in the coming years we plan to start the 
construction of an eco-house — the new WWF building in Moscow designed using 
modern green solutions aimed at the efficient use of electricity, water, and other 
resources, reducing waste and greenhouse gas emissions.

We sincerely thank all our employees, partners and followers and hope that together we 
can give our planet and all its inhabitants a healthy, harmonious and great future!



Biological diversity in priority ecoregions (Barents, 
Russian Caucasus, Altai-Sayan, Amur, Bering Sea-Kamchatka, 
and Central Asia) is protected
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2019 RESULTS

SIBERIAN TIGER
WORK ON TIGER CONSERVATION IN THE RUSSIAN FAR EAST TAKES PLACE 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE AMUR TIGER CENTRE

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

2018

540

2019

580

Objective for 2022

600

Population of Amur tiger in Russia.* 
* 540 – based on population survey data, 
   580 – based on the experts estimation. 

Amur tiger range in Russia

Primorsky 
Krai

Khabarovsk Krai

A new protected area appeared in Primorsky Krai 
Supported by WWF, the Komissarovsky Wildlife Refuge of regional significance 
was created in Primorsky Krai, with an area of about 83,000 ha. Despite its small area, 
the new protected area has provided an important wildlife corridor for tiger migrations 
both between Russia and China and between Chinese protected areas. Here, the habitats 
of the Amur tiger and the Far Eastern leopard are well preserved and can ensure 
sufficiently high numbers of these species. It is already the case that we regularly receive 
information about the discovery of predators in the valley of the Komissarovka River; 
and the neighboring Poltavsky Wildlife Refuge, which has been monitored by WWF 
for more than 10 years, is permanently inhabited by three or four tigers and four 
or five leopards. In addition to the tiger and leopard, broad-leaved, cedar-broad-leaved, 
and coniferous forests, large sections of forest-steppes that were preserved only 
in the Komissarovka basin in Primorsky Krai, dozens of species of animals are listed 
in the global, Russian, and regional lists of endangered species (Red Lists). 

83 000 ha
area of the 

Komissarovsky 
Wildlife Refuge 
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Work on tiger 
conservation 

in the Russian 
Far East takes place 
in partnership with 

the Amur Tiger Centre

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/u-tigrov-i-leopardov-primorya-poyavilas-novaya-okhranyaemaya-territoriya/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/u-tigrov-i-leopardov-primorya-poyavilas-novaya-okhranyaemaya-territoriya/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/u-tigrov-i-leopardov-primorya-poyavilas-novaya-okhranyaemaya-territoriya/


WWF supports the work of protected areas in the tiger range

Sponsored by WWF, nature reserves and national parks in the tiger range purchased 
fuels and lubricants and spare parts and repaired all-terrain vehicles. Regional 
protected areas and Wildlife Management  Departments also received financial support 
from WWF.

In 2019, WWF has provided financial, technical, and methodological support to the 
protected areas (PAs) inhabited by the Amur tiger. Among other things, the federal 
protected areas of Primorsky Krai, Khabarovsky Krai, and the Evreyskaya Autonomous 
Region received 265 camera traps for updating and expanding the network of photo 
monitoring of the tiger and other animal populations. 

Forty-five state inspectors, specialists from the departments of science and 
environmental education of federal protected areas improved their skills in anti-poaching 
work by attending specialized WWF courses, while 52 forestry employees of Primorsky 
Krai were trained to work with drones. More than 100 specialists from the regional 
departments of wildlife protection and the directorates of regional protected areas gained 
new knowledge in environmental legislation. Work continues in supporting experts 
involved in the management of human encountering large predators in the Khabarovsky 
Krai and Primorsky Krai. 

Work continued with model game enterprises in the tiger range. Game enterprises 
received WWF funds for the purchase of fuels, lubricants, and seeds to create feeding 
fields for ungulates. The Severnaya game enterprise (Primorsky Krai) has completed 
a feeding complex, and the Tayozhnoye game enterprise (Khabarovsky Krai) has created 
a protective infrastructure — a ranger station.

265 
CAMERA TRAPS

received by federal 
protected areas 

of Primorsky Krai,
 Khabarovsky Krai,

 and the Evreyskaya 
Autonomous Region 
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https://wwf.ru/resources/news/amurskiy-tigr/sikhote-alinskiy-zapovednik-poluchil-podarki-ot-vsemirnogo-fonda-dikoy-prirody/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/amurskiy-tigr/sikhote-alinskiy-zapovednik-poluchil-podarki-ot-vsemirnogo-fonda-dikoy-prirody/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/amurskiy-tigr/sikhote-alinskiy-zapovednik-poluchil-podarki-ot-vsemirnogo-fonda-dikoy-prirody/
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TIGER REINTRODUCTION IN KAZAKHSTAN

20

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Tiger prey base density in Kazakhstan (wild boar, roe deer, Bukhara deer), 1000 hectares 

2019 RESULTS

Bukhara deer released into the wild at the Ile-Balkhash 
Nature Reserve
Five Bukhara deer were released from the adaptation enclosure into the wild at the Ile-
Balkhash Nature Reserve. At the beginning of the last century, the Bukhara deer 
disappeared from the fauna of the Southern Balkhash Region and, by the middle 
of the century, from Kazakhstan as a whole. The return of this species to the wild nature 
of the Balkhash Region was an important stage in the tiger reintroduction programme 
that WWF is implementing together with the government of Kazakhstan: ecosystem 
restoration is obligatory condition for returning of the endangered predator.

It took eight months to prepare the deer for release, and during this time, the animals 
had to get used to each other and form a herd. With the support of WWF, the nature 
reserve specialists monitor the movement of the first group using satellite collars and 
camera traps. 

5 BUKHARA 
DEER 
released 

into the wild

Lake Balkhash

Ile-Balkhash natural reserve

Tiger reintroduction area in Kazakhstan

5 6,15

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/bukharskie-oleni-vypushcheny-v-dikuyu-prirodu-ile-balkhashskogo-rezervata/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/bukharskie-oleni-vypushcheny-v-dikuyu-prirodu-ile-balkhashskogo-rezervata/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/bukharskie-oleni-vypushcheny-v-dikuyu-prirodu-ile-balkhashskogo-rezervata/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/bukharskie-oleni-vypushcheny-v-dikuyu-prirodu-ile-balkhashskogo-rezervata/


The second center for employees was built at the Ile-Balkhash 
Nature Reserve
The Ile-Balkhash Nature Reserve has launched an unusual center for inspectors and 
researchers: the yurta-shaped building is constructed from rounded polystyrene foam 
blocks printed on a 3D printer. The new center has all the necessary rest amenities 
for task groups of inspectors and researchers: there are two bedrooms, a shower with 
a toilet and a kitchen, and radio communication has been provided with all departments 
of the Nature Reserve. The building can accommodate up to 10 people at a time, 
protects against heat and cold, and is designed for temperature fluctuations from 
–50°C to +50°C.

The center called Karamergen is the second that WWF has built for the Ile-Balkhash 
Nature Reserve. It is located more than 200 km from the nearest village, at the place 
where the wildlife corridor between the two protected areas begins. This corridor 
provides room for migratory pathways of the endangered species of ungulates — black-
tailed gazelle and onager. 
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/3d-printer-napechatal-zelenyy-dom-dlya-sotrudnikov-prirodnogo-rezervata-ile-balkhash/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/3d-printer-napechatal-zelenyy-dom-dlya-sotrudnikov-prirodnogo-rezervata-ile-balkhash/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/3d-printer-napechatal-zelenyy-dom-dlya-sotrudnikov-prirodnogo-rezervata-ile-balkhash/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/3d-printer-napechatal-zelenyy-dom-dlya-sotrudnikov-prirodnogo-rezervata-ile-balkhash/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/3d-printer-napechatal-zelenyy-dom-dlya-sotrudnikov-prirodnogo-rezervata-ile-balkhash/


PERSIAN LEOPARD

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Persian leopard population in Russia 
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THE PERSIAN LEOPARD POPULATION IS INCREASED 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy
The programme 

for the Persian leopard 
reintroduction in the 

Caucasus is being 
implemented 

by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources 

of Russia with the 
participation of the 

Sochi National Park, 
the Caucasus Nature 

Reserve, the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF), 

the Severtsov Institute 
of Ecology and Evolution, 
Moscow Zoo, ANO Center 

for Caucasus Nature 
as well as with the 

assistance of the 
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) and the European 
Association of Zoos 

and Aquaria (EAZA) 

13
3

Persian leopard habitat covered by protected areas 
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2018 2019 Objective for 2022

2,3

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

Persian leopard release area Caucasus 
Nature 

Reserve

Alania 
National Park

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022



WWF outreached the public in the habitats of the 
Persian leopard 
WWF along with the Dagestansky Nature Reserve held a series of meetings with 
residents of the mountainous regions of the republic to tell them about the Persian 
leopard and its reintroduction programme. Dagestan is one of the locations for the 
future release of the leopard into the wild since today experts note single visits of the 
beast to the republic from Azerbaijan. 

Residents of 18 localities of Tlyaratinsky, Bezhtinsky, Tsuntinsky, Tsumadinsky, 
and Shamilsky districts of Dagestan as well as employees and students of educational 
institutions of Makhachkala gathered for meetings with experts from WWF and the 
Nature Reserve. 
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18 LOCALITIES 
learned about 

the leopard reintroduction 
programme 

Residents of

2019 RESULTS

WWF supports the work of protected areas in the leopard 
habitat
WWF continues to supply protected areas with the necessary equipment and vehicles. A 
LADA-Niva 4x4 vehicle was delivered to the North Ossetia Nature Reserve, and an UAZ 
Patriot SUV and Mavic Pro Platinum drone were supplied to the Institute of Ecology of 
Mountain Territories of the Russian Academy of Sciences. The mobile ranger groups of 
the Caucasian Biosphere Nature Reserve received helmets, spare parts for repairing 
ATVs, and GoPro action cameras. 

The state budgetary institution Berkut, which is responsible for the protection of all 
wildlife refuges of republican significance in North Ossetia, received an ATV to patrol 
the territory of the Turmon Wildlife Refuge, where one of the Persian leopards released 
into nature was spotted. 

In December, the Samursky National Park was established in Dagestan. One of its 
clusters will preserve the habitats of the endangered predator in the republic. 

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-rasskazal-o-leoparde-gortsam-dagestana/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-rasskazal-o-leoparde-gortsam-dagestana/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-rasskazal-o-leoparde-gortsam-dagestana/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-rasskazal-o-leoparde-gortsam-dagestana/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-rasskazal-o-leoparde-gortsam-dagestana/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/za-sentyabr-o-sebe-dali-znat-dva-leoparda/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/za-sentyabr-o-sebe-dali-znat-dva-leoparda/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/za-sentyabr-o-sebe-dali-znat-dva-leoparda/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/za-sentyabr-o-sebe-dali-znat-dva-leoparda/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/za-sentyabr-o-sebe-dali-znat-dva-leoparda/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-osnashchaet-monitoringovye-gruppy-po-leopardu-avtomobilyami/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-peredal-kvadrotsikl-dlya-raboty-inspektoram-severnoy-osetii/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-peredal-oborudovanie-otdelu-okhrany-kavkazskogo-zapovednika/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-osnashchaet-monitoringovye-gruppy-po-leopardu-avtomobilyami/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-peredal-kvadrotsikl-dlya-raboty-inspektoram-severnoy-osetii/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-peredal-oborudovanie-otdelu-okhrany-kavkazskogo-zapovednika/


SNOW LEOPARD

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Snow leopard population in 6 key population groups in Russia 
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THE SNOW LEOPARD POPULATION GROWS IN RUSSIA 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy
Snow leopard 

conservation work takes 
place with support 

from VTB Bank, 
the “World Around You” 

fund at the Siberian 
Wellness Corporation 

and Pernod Ricard
7065

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Snow leopard habitats located within protected areas 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

100
200
300
400

297
30,5 %

340
35 %

Th
ous
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a 304
31,3 %

Stable groups of the 
snow leopard in Russia Krasnoyarsk Krai

Irkutsk 
Oblast

Buryatia 
Republic

Tyva Republic

MONGOLIA

Altai 
Republic

Khakassia 
Republic

Altai Krai

Kemerovo 
Oblast

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022
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In the Chaa-Kholsky district of the Republic of Tyva, a new cluster, Shanchy, has been 
created at the Tyva Nature Park. This site is the habitat of the snow leopard and a large 
group of Siberian ibexes, the predator's main prey. The Shanchy cluster is surrounded 
by mountain-taiga and high-mountain landscapes that have escaped anthropogenic 
impact, with a rich fauna and flora. Following its creation, the area of   regional protected 
areas in the Republic of Tyva now stands at 1.35 million ha. Almost half of it is occupied 
by the Tyva Nature Park. 

With the support of WWF in Tyva, a new protected area has 
been created for the snow leopard

1.35 MILLION HA 
is the total area 

of   protected areas in Tyva

Since 2016, the number of the snow leopard population in Russia has remained stable. 
However, the low population of ungulates is a serious threat to the predator's life: 
as illustrated by 2019 data, everywhere, except for the Argut river basin in the Altai 
Republic, a decrease in the numbers of the Siberian ibex, the main prey of the snow 
leopard, has been recorded. The situation on the Vostochny Sayan Ridge in Buryatia 
is negative; for the second year in a row, specialists have not sighted a single ibex there. 

WWF experts confirmed the presence of 65 snow leopards in the Republics of Altai, 
Tyva, and Buryatia, including 16 cubs in 9 litters. The annual census of this endangered 
species was first carried out using a special smartphone application developed under 
a WWF initiative in 2018. The application facilitates the upload of information about 
traces of activity and visual sightings to a common server when synchronizing data 
online and also attachment of photos to their associated waypoints.

In Russia, for the first time in the world, the number of snow 
leopards was counted using smartphones

65 SNOW 
LEOPARDS 

counted during 
snow leopard 

census in Russia

WWF supported the expedition of volunteers on the 
Chikhachev Ridge in the Altai Mountains 
Volunteers, employees of the Altai Nature Reserve, and the Argali regional public 
organization took part in the 9th volunteer expedition. For 20 days, they made long 
walking routes along the Chikhachev Ridge, one of the main habitats of the snow 
leopard in the Altai Republic. Led by Sergey Spitsyn, WWF expert and senior researcher 
at Altai Nature Reserve, volunteers checked the automatic cameras installed in early 
summer at the sites of the most likely occurrence of snow leopards. Only five individuals 
were sighted on the camera trap shots: the 12-year-old male Khorgai, the oldest snow 
leopard in Altai, the female Guta, known since 2012, and a female with two kittens born 
in 2017, which had not previously been captured by cameras on the Russian side of the 
Chikhachev Ridge. 

The Following the Snow Leopard volunteer expedition is the only project in Russia 
to involve volunteers in preserving the snow leopard. 

5 SNOW 
LEOPARDS  

registered on the 
Chikhachev Ridge 

in the Altai Republic

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

2019 RESULTS

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-respublike-tyva-rasshirena-territoriya-prirodnogo-parka-tyva/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-respublike-tyva-rasshirena-territoriya-prirodnogo-parka-tyva/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-respublike-tyva-rasshirena-territoriya-prirodnogo-parka-tyva/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-respublike-tyva-rasshirena-territoriya-prirodnogo-parka-tyva/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-respublike-tyva-rasshirena-territoriya-prirodnogo-parka-tyva/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-rossii-vpervye-v-mire-podschitali-chislennost-snezhnogo-barsa-s-pomoshchyu-mobilnykh-telefonov-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-rossii-vpervye-v-mire-podschitali-chislennost-snezhnogo-barsa-s-pomoshchyu-mobilnykh-telefonov-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-rossii-vpervye-v-mire-podschitali-chislennost-snezhnogo-barsa-s-pomoshchyu-mobilnykh-telefonov-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-rossii-vpervye-v-mire-podschitali-chislennost-snezhnogo-barsa-s-pomoshchyu-mobilnykh-telefonov-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/v-rossii-vpervye-v-mire-podschitali-chislennost-snezhnogo-barsa-s-pomoshchyu-mobilnykh-telefonov-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/na-khrebte-chikhacheva-v-gornom-altae-obnaruzhili-pyat-snezhnykh-barsov/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/na-khrebte-chikhacheva-v-gornom-altae-obnaruzhili-pyat-snezhnykh-barsov/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/na-khrebte-chikhacheva-v-gornom-altae-obnaruzhili-pyat-snezhnykh-barsov/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/na-khrebte-chikhacheva-v-gornom-altae-obnaruzhili-pyat-snezhnykh-barsov/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/na-khrebte-chikhacheva-v-gornom-altae-obnaruzhili-pyat-snezhnykh-barsov/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/altay/v-rossii-razrabotali-pervoe-mobilnoe-prilozheniya-dlya-issledovaniya-snezhnogo-barsa/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/altay/v-rossii-razrabotali-pervoe-mobilnoe-prilozheniya-dlya-issledovaniya-snezhnogo-barsa/


ALTAI MOUNTAIN SHEEP (ARGALI)

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Population of Altai mountain sheep in the Russian-Mongolian transboundary population group 
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THE POPULATION OF TRANSBOUNDARY POPULATION OF ALTAI MOUNTAIN SHEEP 
WILL BE STABLE AT HABITAT CAPACITY 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

3 900
4 841

4 000

The main habitats of the Altai mountain 
sheep in the transboundary zone 
of Russia and Mongolia

The groups of the Altai mountain sheep in Russia are part of a single argali population 
that lives in the border regions of Russia and Mongolia. The animals constantly migrate 
from one country to another, so the study and protection of the species require the 
coordinated efforts of both countries. 

In Altai, on the Sailugem Ridge, argali remains the main prey of the snow leopard: if not 
for it, the snow leopard would have been forced to migrate to other areas since the 
number of its main prey, the Siberian ibex, is catastrophically low here. Five years ago, 
no less than 350 ibexes were sighted in the generally accessible hunting grounds of the 
Kosh-Agach District, while this year only 50 individuals were recorded. 

2019 RESULTS

The numbers of argali in the transboundary zone of Russia 
and Mongolia was counted  

4,841 
ARGALIS 

live in the transboundary 
zone between 

Russia and Mongolia

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

COMPLETED

Altai Republic

Tyva Republic

MONGOLIA

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/vyrosla-chislennost-argali-v-transgranichnoy-zone-rossii-i-mongolii-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/vyrosla-chislennost-argali-v-transgranichnoy-zone-rossii-i-mongolii-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/vyrosla-chislennost-argali-v-transgranichnoy-zone-rossii-i-mongolii-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/vyrosla-chislennost-argali-v-transgranichnoy-zone-rossii-i-mongolii-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/vyrosla-chislennost-argali-v-transgranichnoy-zone-rossii-i-mongolii-/


The fifth European bison census in North Ossetia-Alania, carried out with the financial 
support of WWF in February 2019, showed that the numbers of this rare animal in the 
republic, taking into account calves born in the wild, exceeded 100 individuals. The new 
group successfully adapted in the territory of the Turmon Wildlife Refuge. According 
to the Teberdinsky Reserve, the number of European bison of the Arkhyz group in 2019 
amounted to 37 animals, including four calves born in 2018. In total, 143 pure-line 
European bison live in the Caucasus, meaning almost three times more than 
the 2008 figure.

2019 RESULTS

EUROPEAN BISON

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
European bison population in the Caucasus 

WWF arranged a count of European bison in North Ossetia-Alania 
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THE POPULATION OF EUROPEAN BISON IN THE NORTHERN CAUCASUS WILL GROW 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

143 EUROPEAN 
BISON 
live in the 

Russian Caucasus

130 143 160

Free-roaming bison groups 
in the North Caucasus

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

Northern 
Ossetia-Alania 
(Alania 
National Park)

Karachay-Cherkess 
Republic

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/kolichestvo-chistokrovnykh-zubrov-v-alanii-prevysilo-100-osobey/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/kolichestvo-chistokrovnykh-zubrov-v-alanii-prevysilo-100-osobey/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/kolichestvo-chistokrovnykh-zubrov-v-alanii-prevysilo-100-osobey/


SAIGA ANTELOPE 

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Saiga population in northwestern Caspian area* 

THE SAIGA ANTELOPE POPULATION WILL INCREASE TO 12,000 ANIMALS 
IN THE NORTHWESTERN CASPIAN SEA REGION 

(NORTHWESTERN CASPIAN AREA)

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

* In 2018 according to expert estimates, 
   in 2019 according to census data

The Saiga range

Republic 
of Kalmykia

Astrakhan 
Oblast

Republic 
of Dagestan

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022
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12 0007 000 6 348



BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

2019 RESULTS

In the Stepnoy Wildlife Refuge (Astrakhan Region) and the Chyornye Zemli Nature 
Reserve (Republic of Kalmykia), saiga antelope census methodology was successfully 
tested using the latest domestic-made unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). The tests 
showed that UAVs and their survey instruments allow saiga antelopes to be counted 
both during the day in sunny weather and at night. The obtained survey materials make 
it possible to distinguish the saiga antelope from domestic and other wild animals.

WWF began developing a method for counting saiga antelope 
using drones

WWF experts counted more than 6,000 saiga antelopes 
in the Caspian Sea Region

The findings will help researchers monitor the dynamics of the numbers and sexual-
maturity age of the saiga population and optimize conservation measures in the 
geographic range of the species.

In 2019, experts twice tested the method for estimating saiga population using 
unmanned aerial vehicles. The counts were carried out on the territories of the 
Chyornye Zemli Nature Reserve, the Mekletinsky Federal Wildlife Refuge, the Stepnoy 
Regional Wildlife Refuge and adjacent territories. In June, the population was counted 
primarily at the places of saiga concentration at watering places, where the population 
was estimated at 5,150 animals, including 573 (%) males. According to the November 
counts carried out during the mating season, the number of saigas was 6,348. 

6,000 SAIGA 
ANTELOPES 
inhabit the Caspian 

Sea Region

More than 
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-razrabatyvaet-metodiku-ucheta-saygakov-s-pomoshchyu-bespilotnikov/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/wwf-razrabatyvaet-metodiku-ucheta-saygakov-s-pomoshchyu-bespilotnikov/
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/eksperty-wwf-naschitali-bolee-5000-saygakov-v-prikaspii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/eksperty-wwf-naschitali-bolee-5000-saygakov-v-prikaspii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/eksperty-wwf-naschitali-bolee-5000-saygakov-v-prikaspii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/eksperty-wwf-naschitali-bolee-5000-saygakov-v-prikaspii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/eksperty-wwf-naschitali-bolee-5000-saygakov-v-prikaspii/
https://wwf.ru/en/regions/the-caucasus/prikaspiyskiy-saygak/


With the support of WWF, a fence was constructed around the Fedorov Marine Weather 
Station that will prevent the penetration of polar bears into the territory and protect 
station staff from dangerous encounters with these predators. Volunteers of the 
Arkhangelsk Region Volunteering Resource Center helped erect a three-meter high 
fence as part of a joint project of the Northern Directorate of the Russian Meteorological 
Service and WWF to prevent clashes between humans and polar bears. The Vaygach 
Island is a pass-through point of a polar bear migration route, and the predators
are approaching polar explorers with increasing frequency. 

2019 RESULTS

POLAR BEAR

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Area of den concentrations in the Central Arctic located within protected areas 

WWF helps protect the Vaygach Island station from 
unwanted encounters with polar bears
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THE POLAR BEAR'S PRIMARY HABITAT, INCLUDING BREEDING GROUNDS, 
IS PROTECTED 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

25 %
40 % 65 %

The polar bear range

POLAR BEAR 
MIGRATION 

ROUTE 

Vaygach Island is a 
pass-through point of a 

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

https://wwf.ru/resources/news/barents/polyarnaya-stantsiya-na-vaygache-zashchishchena-ot-nezhelatelnykh-vstrech-s-belymi-medvedyami/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/barents/polyarnaya-stantsiya-na-vaygache-zashchishchena-ot-nezhelatelnykh-vstrech-s-belymi-medvedyami/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/barents/polyarnaya-stantsiya-na-vaygache-zashchishchena-ot-nezhelatelnykh-vstrech-s-belymi-medvedyami/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/barents/polyarnaya-stantsiya-na-vaygache-zashchishchena-ot-nezhelatelnykh-vstrech-s-belymi-medvedyami/


WWF acquired a tractor for the Polar Bear Patrol 
The Polar Bear Patrol brigades from the Chukchi villages of Vankarem and Ryrkaypiy 
successfully completed the summer/autumn season. For three months, the volunteers 
prevented any encounters with polar bears and cleaned the walrus haul-outs near their 
settlements. The death of walruses on haul-outs is provoked by polar bears: as the bears 
appear, they cause panic and stampede in places of their accumulation, and the surf 
brings the remains of animals ashore near the villages. Therefore, immediately after 
the walruses leave for the sea, the Polar Bear Patrol brigades arrange a coastal clean-up: 
using excavators, volunteers take the carcasses of dead animals away from the villages, 
organizing so-called “bear canteens.” Even in 2020, it will be much easier for Vankarem 
volunteers to clean the rookeries as, thanks to the followers' support, WWF has acquired 
a small tractor, which will be delivered to the village in the spring.
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8 POLAR BEAR 
PATROLS 
operate in the 
Russian Arctic

First tests of a polar bear repeller conducted 

In the near future, staff at the Research Institute of Applied Acoustics will have 
to adapt the device to the harsh northerly conditions and ensure it is safe for animals. 

The test was carried out 3 km from the village of Belushya Guba, which in February 
2019 became the gathering venue for over 50 polar bears, resulting in the introduction 
of an emergency situation. Experts observed the reaction of five bears to the device: 
older and probably more cautious bears chose to leave, while a young animal remained 
in the garbage heap.

Tests of a polar-bear sound repeller have been conducted on Novaya Zemlya 
Archipelago. The device, which is unique to this country, was developed at the Research 
Institute of Applied Acoustics in collaboration with WWF to ensure the safety of Arctic 
settlements and reduce clashes between humans and polar bears.

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

https://wwf.ru/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/medvezhi-patruli-wwf-na-chukotke-provodili-morzhey-i-gotovy-k-prikhodu-belykh-medvedey/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/medvezhi-patruli-wwf-na-chukotke-provodili-morzhey-i-gotovy-k-prikhodu-belykh-medvedey/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/medvezhi-patruli-wwf-na-chukotke-provodili-morzhey-i-gotovy-k-prikhodu-belykh-medvedey/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/uchenye-pristupili-k-ispytaniyam-zvukovogo-otpugivatelya-belykh-medvedey/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/uchenye-pristupili-k-ispytaniyam-zvukovogo-otpugivatelya-belykh-medvedey/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/uchenye-pristupili-k-ispytaniyam-zvukovogo-otpugivatelya-belykh-medvedey/


WILD REINDEER
THE WILD REINDEER POPULATION IN EUROPEAN RUSSIA, TAIMYR, 
AND THE SEVERNAYA ZEMLYA ISLANDS IS STABLE AT HABITAT CAPACITY 

Range of populations and individual groups of wild reindeer 
in the Arctic zone of Russia

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Area of key reindeer habitat with a natural resource use regime that meets the species’ 
conservation needs

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

10 % 10 % 13 %
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Antlers — nonossified horns — are used in pharmacology and are valued in folk 
medicine. Poachers harvest and sell antlers in tons. The fate of the animals is of little 
concern to poachers. Deer are caught on rivers during migration, and young horns 
are cut off while they are still conscious. According to researchers, up to 70 % of deer die 
from blood loss and sepsis after such a “procedure.” Moreover, due to the cutting of the 
antlers, the sexual desire of males is greatly reduced; the proportion of calves in the herd 
falls below the reproduction threshold as a result. WWF will help ensure that the 
accepted standard is implemented. 

The authorities of Krasnoyarsk Krai have banned the harvest of wild reindeer antlers. 
WWF repeatedly raised this issue at meetings of various levels and participated 
in drawing up the relevant legislative act. This measure is expected to help the recovery 
of the Taimyr reindeer population.

In Taimyr, a ban on cutting reindeer antlers has been introduced 

Poachers detained in Yakutia

After the inspection, two administrative offense reports and one criminal case were 
compiled under article 258 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (illegal 
harvest of antlers). The documents were submitted to the environmental and law 
enforcement authorities of the Olenek District for further investigation and referral 
of cases to Krasnoyarsk Krai.

The special Zapad detachment, established by the Directorate of Bioresources and 
Protected Areas of the Ministry of Ecology of Yakutia with the support of WWF, 
detained a convoy of trucks transporting antlers and carcasses of wild reindeer illegally 
hunted in Krasnoyarsk Krai. The poachers were detained in the vicinity of the village 
of Olenek. Twenty-seven carcasses of deer, without the necessary hunting permits, 
and frozen antlers in bags weighing 5,795 kg, without the proper documentation, were 
seized during the inspection.

WWF has been supporting the study and conservation of wild reindeer in Central 
Siberia for several years. In 2019, the Fund presented specialists with satellite phones 
and equipment for communication and internet access in remote areas as well as collars 
with satellite tags. For two years, more than 30 reindeer in Taimyr were marked with 
beacons, and researchers monitor the migratory movements of the animals in real time.

With the support of WWF, studies are ongoing on the current state of the wild reindeer 
population. Preliminary conclusions are worrying: the Yenisey deer group has 
practically disappeared; the extreme western (the Tarean) group has decreased several 
times and now numbers only several thousand animals. On the Kheta River, the lowest 
number of this year's calves in the last 40 years has been recorded, at only 5 %–7 %. 

2019 RESULTS

WWF supports the study and conservation of wild reindeer
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/wwf-privetstvuet-zapret-na-srezku-pantov-severnogo-olenya-na-taymyre/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/wwf-privetstvuet-zapret-na-srezku-pantov-severnogo-olenya-na-taymyre/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/wwf-privetstvuet-zapret-na-srezku-pantov-severnogo-olenya-na-taymyre/
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/uchenye-byut-trevogu-dikiy-severnyy-olen-na-taymyre-pod-ugrozoy-ischeznoveniya/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/uchenye-byut-trevogu-dikiy-severnyy-olen-na-taymyre-pod-ugrozoy-ischeznoveniya/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/uchenye-byut-trevogu-dikiy-severnyy-olen-na-taymyre-pod-ugrozoy-ischeznoveniya/
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WWF and the Center for Nature Management and Environmental Protection 
of the Arkhangelsk Region have deployed 10 camera traps within the Shilovsky Wildlife 
Refuge. Cameras will be used to control, monitor, and study the wild forest reindeer 
population, which has been steadily declining in the region. The Shilovsky Wildlife 
Refuge is a significant territory for conservation of the most southerly forest reindeer 
population in the European part of Russia. Experts are concerned that in recent years 
the number of the herd living here has decreased by more than five times. According 
to researchers, there are fewer than one and a half thousand wild forest reindeer now 
living in the entire Arkhangelsk Region. Camera traps have been deployed at feeding 
sites and on deer migratory pathways. Experts expect them to help obtain important 
data on the lifestyle, numbers and migratory routes of the Krasnoborsk deer population 
without disturbing the animals. 

Shilovsky Wildlife Refuge deployed camera traps to observe 
wild reindeer

10 CAMERA TRAPS
deployed in Shilovsky 

Wildlife Refuge

15 SMARTPHONES 
with SMART app delivered 

to environmental experts 
in Yakutia and Taimyr 

WWF has delivered reindeer protection smartphones to Yakutia
WWF delivered six smartphones with the uploaded SMART application to Yakut experts 
and nine more to environmentalists from Krasnoyarsk Krai. SMART is a state-of-the-art 
information gathering system for route censuses or anti-poaching raids. During a raid 
or route censuses, the inspector enters all the information into the smartphone using the 
special app, with the option to upload photos and automatically record the GPS track. 
It is not possible to falsify data on raids. Before receiving the smartphones, under 
a WWF initiative, state inspectors of the Ministry of Ecology of the Republic of Sakha 
(Yakutia) and specialists from the Ministry of Ecology and Environmental Management 
of Krasnoyarsk Krai and the federal state budgetary institution Taimyr Nature Reserves 
and the Central Siberia Nature Reserve were trained how to use them.

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

https://wwf.ru/resources/news/barents/v-shilovskom-zakaznike-ustanovleny-fotolovushki-dlya-nablyudeniya-za-dikim-severnym-olenem/
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ATLANTIC WALRUS

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Area (%) of known rookeries in protected areas

THE NUMBER OF ATLANTIC WALRUSES IN RUSSIA IS AT A STABLE LEVEL 
OF AT LEAST 6,000 INDIVIDUALS

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

100 %80 %

The area (%) of key habitats has a nature management regime corresponding to the walrus 
conservation task

0

50

100
80 %

100 %
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a, %

 

2018 2019 Objective for 2022

80 %
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100 %

The range of the Atlantic walrus 
in Russia Novaya Zemlya

Franz Josef 
Land

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

COMPLETED



The rules were adopted by the Department of Natural Resources, Ecology, 
and Agriculture of the Nenets Autonomous Okrug. 

Staff of the Scientific Research Expedition Center for the Study of Marine Mammals 
together with WWF have developed rules for the behavior of visitors on the coastal 
rookeries of the Atlantic walrus in the Pechora Sea. In recent years, the flow of tourists 
and scientists has sharply increased in the Arctic: people want to see Atlantic walrus 
haul-outs, but they do not always understand how to behave when they are there. 
The incorrect behavior and the noise of helicopter engines and motorboats scare 
the animals. 

The developed rules will explain how to approach the haul-out by land, how close 
a vessel can come, and how to use a drone above the pinnipeds' resting place. 

2019 RESULTS

WWF has helped develop rules for visiting Atlantic 
walrus rookeries 
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https://wwf.ru/resources/news/barents/blagodarya-rabote-wwf-rossii-v-nenetskom-ao-vpervye-poyavilis-pravila-poseshcheniya-lezhbishch-atlan/
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SPECIALLY PROTECTED NATURE AREAS
THE CONSERVATION OF KEY TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS 
IS IMPROVED BY THE CREATION OF 13,600,000 HA OF NEW PROTECTED AREAS 

Several protected areas appeared on the map of Russia in 2019 with the active 
participation of WWF. These are primarily national parks: Kytalyk in the Republic 
of Sakha (Yakutia), Samursky in the Republic of Dagestan, Tokinsko-Stanovoy 
in Amursky Oblast, and Koygorodsky in the Komi Republic. A number of regional 
wildlife refuges have also appeared: Dvinsko-Pinezhsky in Arkhangelsk Oblast, 
Kolguevsky in the Nenets Autonomous Okrug, Nerchugansky in Zabaykalsky Krai, 
and Komissarovsky in Primorsky Krai. All these protected areas will help preserve 
rare species of animals, plants, and valuable natural complexes represented in WWF 
priority ecoregions. 

2019 RESULTS

WWF supports creation of specially protected nature areas
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Key terrestrial ecosystems in priority ecoregions covered by protected areas 
20182018 2019 Objective for 2022

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

About Samurskiy national park 

About Kolguevsky nature reserve
About Nerchugansky wildlife refuge

About Koigorodsky national park 

About Kytalyk national park 

About Tokinsko-Stanovoy national park 

About Dvinsko-Pinezhsky wildlife refuge 

About Komissarovsky wildlife refuge 
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WWF supports the work of protected areas in Russia 
and Central Asia

Three snowmobiles were delivered to the staff of the Nenetsky Nature Reserve, which 
will allow for more effective patrolling of the territory and conducting long field trips. 
Two more snowmobiles were delivered to the environmental departments 
of Krasnoyarsk Krai.

Beringia National Park has received a TREKOL snow and swamp vehicle, a VIKING 
motorboat, and a Fullerdome geodesic dome. The all-terrain vehicle and the boat will 
allow staff of the National Park more effectively to patrol the territory and water area, 
conduct monitoring and research. The geodesic dome in the village of Lorino will 
become a cornerstone for the development of educational tourism.

In 2019, several protected areas of Russia and Central Asia received technical support 
from WWF.

With the help of WWF, a boiler room and its own heating system have appeared on the 
cordon of the Stepnoy Wildlife Refuge in the Astrakhan Region. The building was very 
cold, and it was extremely difficult for state inspectors to work in such conditions, 
especially on a rotational basis.

The Alaniya National Park opened the first ecopath. A four-kilometer route to the 
Galdoridon Waterfall was laid in the mountain glacial valley of the Haresidon River. Its 
main purpose is to give the National Park visitors the opportunity to become acquainted 
with the wild nature of the Caucasus, see unique landscapes, explore the historical and 
cultural heritage of the highlanders and tell about the rare plants and animals of the 
Republic of North Ossetia-Alania. The implementation of this major project was largely 
made possible thanks to the participation of the Kinder brand.

Staff of the Naryn Nature Reserve in Kyrgyzstan have received 24 sets of waterproof and 
windproof suits, thermal underwear, and army boots, which will facilitate the work of 
huntsmen in harsh field conditions. In 2018, WWF-Russia launched collaboration with 
the Naryn Nature Reserve in the Inner Tien Shan within the framework of spreading 
successful experience in working with the local communities and organizing the work 
of the protection and the scientific departments in the Sarychat-Ertash reserve. 
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To preserve forest biodiversity and prevent forest 
degradation in priority ecoregions 

WWF GOAL

SUSTAINABLE 
FOREST MANAGEMENT 
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 

OVER 15 MILLION HECTARES OF THE MOST ENVIRONMENTALLY 
AND SOCIALLY IMPORTANT FORESTS* IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS 
WILL BE EXCLUDED FROM INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
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WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

Area of the most environmentally and socially important forests in priority ecoregions 
excluded from commercial exploitation
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4.5 MILLION HA OF INTACT FOREST LANDSCAPES IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS 
WILL BE EXCLUDED FROM COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

Area of forests in priority ecoregions excluded from commercial exploitation as a result 
of WWF's work 

3,41
mio ha

6,71
mio ha

4,5
mio ha

2018 2019 Objective for 2022

* Protected forests, 
intact forest landscapes, 

places used for traditional 
gathering of berries, 

mushroom and other 
food and non-timber 

resources

Thanks to WWF's work in priority ecoregions of Russia, 6.71 million ha of intact            
forests, not previously subjected to human impact, was removed from commercial 
logging and is preserved, generally by voluntary logging ban agreements (moratoriums) 
between logging companies and environmental NGOs that helped prevent their 
degradation.

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

COMPLETED

COMPLETED
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Dvinsko-Pinezhsky Landscape Reserve created in the 
Arkhangelsk Region
The regional Dvinsko-Pinezhsky Landscape Reserve in the Arkhangelsk Region has 
placed under its protection a massif of intact forests, one of the last in Europe. Intact 
forests are rapidly degrading, and Russia may lose all of them in 80 years. Intact forests 
are extremely valuable: they have not yet been seriously affected by logging and the 
construction of infrastructure and have remained untouched for several thousands 
of years. Establishment of Protected Area was preceded by the enormous work by WWF-
Russia and other environmental organizations to study the area, identify the flora and 
fauna composition and rare species, prepare the project, and agree delineated borders 
with logging companies and authorities. The most difficult stage was the negotiations 
with logging companies. In the process of a difficult and lengthy dialog on the borders, 
the Protected Area decreased from 500,000 ha to 300,000 ha; however, a compromise 
solution was found that would allow the companies to continue working while retaining 
jobs in enterprises and at the same time protect the most valuable part of the taiga 
from logging.

17 YEARS
for environmental 

organizations to create 
the Dvinsko-Pinezhsky 

Landscape Reserve

2019 RESULTS

REQUIREMENTS FOR BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION DURING TIMBER HARVESTING 
ARE STIPULATED IN OFFICIAL FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS IN THE 13 SUBJECTS 
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION WITH PRIORITY ECOREGIONS 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

7
24 13

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Number of Russian Federation subjects to include biodiversity conservation requirements during timber 
harvesting in official forest management plans 
Twenty-four subjects of the Russian Federation, listed among the WWF priority 
ecoregions, have included mandatory requirements for conservation of biodiversity 
at timber harvesting, including WWF proposals, into forestry regulations.

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

COMPLETED
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PRODUCTIVITY OF SECONDARY-GROWTH FOREST IS INCREASED BY 30% IN AN AREA 
TOTALLING 800,000 HECTARES AS A RESULT OF NEW LOGGING, REFORESTATION, 
AND THINNING PRACTICES IN YOUNG FOREST STANDS

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

Area of secondary forests with increased productivity 
2018 2019 Objective for 2022

20 226 
ha

50 000  
ha

800 000  
ha

In the Caucasus, all subjects of the Russian Federation will 
preserve forest biodiversity, taking into account 
WWF recommendations
In 11 regions of the Russian Caucasus, new logging rules have been adopted and are 
designed to preserve the forest biological diversity of the ecoregion. By order of the 
Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, the rules developed with the 
participation of WWF were included in the forestry regulations of forestry in 2017. They 
were first adopted in Krasnodar Krai, Dagestan, Chechnya, Stavropol Krai, North 
Ossetia, and Rostov Region, and in late 2019 Adygea, Kalmykia, Ingushetia, Kabardino-
Balkaria, and Karachay-Cherkessia joined these regions. The requirements include the 
preservation of certain forest areas that are important for maintaining biodiversity, for 
example, strong tall trees where rare birds nest. The standards began to operate in 2019 
and will remain in effect for 10 years. 

ALL 11 
REGIONS 

of the Russian Caucasus 
have adopted new 
forest regulations, 

taking into account the 
recommendations of WWF

2019 RESULTS

In 2019, timber companies carried out effective thinning in the Arkhangelsk Region 
and the Komi Republic over an area of approximately 50,000 ha. In 2017-19, Forest 
Care Rules were implemented according to standards approved by the Russian Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Environment for two pilot forest regions of the Northwest 
Russia. The standards are the result of many years of work by scientific and non-
governmental organizations (including WWF) and leading timber companies, 
promoting the concept of sustainable forest management in secondary forests. 
This work aims to reduce the development of ecologically valuable intact forests. 

In the North of Russia, the efficiency of thinning has increased
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

2019 RESULTS
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Coniferous forests restored in the Altai Mountains
In the Altai Republic, with the support of WWF, Yves Rocher, and the regional Ministry 
of Natural Resources, Ecology, and Tourism, more than 190 ha of valuable coniferous 
forests that was lost due to natural causes — windfalls and wild fires — was restored. 
2.4 million seedlings have already been planted, meaning the recovery of 70 % of the 
damaged area planned for forest landscape restoration.192.6 HA 

of degradedforest 
landscapes restored in Altai

Boxwood nursery fully equipped with seedlings
The greenhouse of the Apsheronsk Forestry Technical College in Krasnodar Krai was 
completely filled with cuttings of Colchis boxwood. Additionally, an experiment 
supported by WWF is being conducted here, which should show the method of seed 
pretreatment giving the highest germination rate. The conservation project for Colchis 
boxwood was launched in the Caucasus Ecoregion in 2015. It was then that an inventory 
was taken, which showed that 99% of boxwood forests had been destroyed by the 
boxwood pyralid moth, introduced during preparations for the 2014 Olympics in Sochi. 

In 2018, thanks to the financial support of WWF's partners and individual donors, 
a greenhouse was opened to create a uterine plantation and plant mature plants
in the wild.

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 
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ENSURE LEGALITY OF LOGGING AND FOREST PRODUCT TRADE IN THE ECOREGIONS 

2019 RESULTS
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14 cases

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

2018

74 cases

2019

20 cases
no more than

Objective for 2022
Cases of illegal logging identified and communicated with WWF participation in the Caucasus Ecoregion 

Large illegal logging stopped in Karachay-Cherkessia

After a WWF appeal, the Government of the Karachay-Cherkess Republic extended 
the decree that banns logging in the Arkhyz District Forestry. WWF's cause for concern 
lay in the announcement of an auction sale of more than 25 ha of forest located within 
the Arkhyzsky Wildlife Refuge. Three days after the publication of WWF's appeal 
in the media, the Head of Karachay-Cherkessia ordered to extend the Decree “On the 
Prohibition of Logging within the Boundaries of the Forest Fund Land of the Arkhyz 
District Forestry of the Zelenchuksky Forestry of the Karachay-Cherkess Republic” 
until December 31, 2022. According to WWF, this document is more stringent than 
its predecessor since the latest version forbids even salvage logging of old trees. 
Auctions for the sale of 25 ha of forest for logging were admitted invalid.

WWF volunteers found major violations within the Pregradnensky Forestry of the 
Karachay-Cherkess Republic. Illegal loggers cut 61 oaks aged 50–150 years. An 
inspection revealed that the volume of illegally felled wood amounted to 77.9 m3, and 
the extent of damage exceeded RUB 12 million. The police detained the suspects, who 
were two previously convicted residents of the village of Pregradnaya. A criminal case 
has been instituted against them. 

WWF volunteers examined two sections of the Beskesskoye forestry in the Bolshaya 
Laba river basin where salvage logging were officially scheduled. In the first section, 
instead of harvesting cull wood, several dozen healthy Caucasian fir (Nordmann fir) 
trees aged 50–250 years were cut down. 

In the second section, which is part of the Damkhurts Fauna Wildlife Refuge, selective 
salvage logging was also announced, but in fact healthy Caucasian fir trees were cut 
down.

After contacting the Department of Forestry for the Southern Federal District, WWF 
arranged for a field inspection, which confirmed the violations. Four officials were 
brought to disciplinary action, and logging at these sites was stopped. Materials on 
violations were submitted to the Prosecutor's Office of the Urupsky Municipal District.

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 

COMPLETED

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022
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The KEDR system is coming into regular use 

The unique KEDR satellite forest change monitoring system developed with WWF 
support makes it possible to identify, to a high degree of accuracy, changes of the forest 
canopy, and forest inspectors can more efficiently plan field raids with data on possible 
forest violations. Due to the processing of signals from the KEDR system, in 2019, 
31 cases of illegal logging were detected in Primorsky Krai and Khabarovsk Krai, with 
a timber volume of more than 2,700 m3. The amount of damage was valued at over RUB 
98 million. Overall, in the two years of use of the KEDR system in the south of the Far 
East, in the territory of four test forestries alone, 92 cases of illegal logging were 
detected with a total volume of more than 7,200 m3 of harvested wood and 
environmental damage valued at over RUB 792 million.

The Administration of Primorsky Krai decided to replicate the successful experience 
of using the KEDR system to identify illegal use of forests in all forestries of the Region.

15 CASES OF 
ILLEGAL LOGGING  

revealed in Primorye 
using the Kedr monitoring 

system developed by WWF

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

26,2 % 15 %

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Portion of illegally produced timber from Mongolian oak and Manchurian ash trees 
in the Amur Ecoregion

* Data are given
for the previous

reporting period
year — 2018 th.

2019 data will be 
available in 2020

22 %*

2019 RESULTS

Staff of Primorye forestries trained to operate UAVs 
WWF in collaboration with the Primorsky State Agricultural Academy and the Toyota 
Environmental Fund has organized training for 11 forestry specialists from Primorye 
to use UAVs and the KEDR space monitoring system for detecting illegal logging.

The use of UAVs to check the signals of the KEDR system significantly expands the 
geography of its use and, of course, the capabilities of the foresters. In 2019, thanks to 
the administration of Primorsky Krai, the largest UAV air fleet in Russia was formed 
in Primorye forestries. It consists of 37 units (2 UAVs were acquired by WWF-Russia in 
2018 and 35 were purchased in 2019 by the regional administration). 

Training under the "Use of UAVs to Combat Illegal Logging" programme was held in 
Primorye in December. During the workshop, forestry staff learned about the UAV 
configuration, how to assemble and prepare them for flight, mastered the skills of 
controlling and aerial survey, and learned the basics of air laws when using UAVs. 
Simultaneously with the training of Primorye foresters at the Center for Forestry 
Innovation at Primorskaya State Academy of Agriculture, a workshop was held on 
decoding satellite imagery and forest mapping in QGIS for employees of the Forest 
Protection Centers of Primorsky Krai and Khabarovsk Krai, which was also organized 
with the support of WWF-Russia. 
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 
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THE AREA OF FOREST UNDER FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL (FSC)* CERTIFICATION 
IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS WILL INCREASE BY 1,5 MILLION HECTARES TO REACH 
23,5 MILLION 
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WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

Area of Forest Stewardship Council-certified forests in priority ecoregions 

2019 RESULTS

FSC certification reaches the Caucasus

WWF-IKEA Partnership on Forests.

The largest tenant of the forest resources of the Republic of Adygea, JSC Forest, has 
undergone an independent audit, and now the company holds the first FSC certificate 
in the Caucasus. In this ecoregion, work on the development of voluntary forest 
certification under the FSC scheme has been carried out since 2015 as part of the 

To date, over 49 million ha of forests across the country has been certified according to 
the FSC scheme but, until now, all of them were located outside the Caucasus. Obtaining 
a certificate of responsible forest management in southern Russia is an important 
milestone in the development of the Adygea forest industry. This is an opportunity 
to open new markets, including for export, which will encourage enterprises to be more 
environmentally and socially responsible and oblige them to be more responsible for the 
working conditions of staff.

Objective for 2022

23,50 
mio ha

2019

22,87 
mio ha

23,46 
mio ha

2018

In 2019, there was a slight decrease in the area of FSC-certified forests in priority 
ecoregions. In connection with a strengthening of the requirements of the national 
standard regarding the preservation of highly valued, intact forest landscapes, some 
companies turned down the FSC certificate.

The area of FSC-certified forests in priority ecoregions is 22.87 million ha, of which 
68,467.7 ha is in the Caucasian Ecoregion, 149,287 ha is in the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion, 
19,426,008.7 ha is in the Barents Ecoregion, and 3,229,207.26 ha is in the 
Amur Ecoregion.

* The Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) is an 

international nonprofit 
nongovernmental 

organization whose 
goal is to promote 
responsible forest 

management 
worldwide

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022
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WWF's Priority fisheries in the Arctic 
and Bering Sea-Kamchat- ka Ecoregions* – pollock, 
Atlantic and Pacific cod, haddock, as well as salmon, halibut, 
and crab – are stable and do not lead to a reduction of marine 
ecosystems' biodiversity. 

WWF GOAL 

SUSTAINABLE 
FISHERIES 

* WWF priority ecoregions in Russia's Arctic seas are the Barents, Bering, 
and Okhotsk Seas. 

©
 E

rl
in

g
 S

ve
n
se

n
 /
 W

W
F



SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES 

IN FAR EASTERN SEAS, 65% OF WHITEFISH AND SALMON FISHERIES ARE 
CERTIFIED ACCORDING TO MSC* STANDARDS (OF THE TOTAL CATCH OF 
RUSSIAN MSC-CERTIFIED FISH) 
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WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Percentage of MSC-certified whitefish and salmon in Far Eastern seas 

* The Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) is an 

independent international 
organization whose 

goal is the conservation 
of fisheries resources 

for future generations 
and ensuring the viability 

of marine ecosystems 

2019 RESULTS

> 55 % 65 %70 %

35% of Kamchatka salmon catches are MSC-certified
Across the Far East, catches certified according to MSC standards amount to almost 
20%. In 2019, six Kamchatka salmon fisheries certified against MSC-standards which 
proves these fisheries' sustainability The joining of new fishing businesses to the MSC 
system ensured a more than twofold increase in certified salmon catches on the 
peninsula compared to 2016. 

Longline Fishery Association receives an MSC certificate

The certificate confirms that the fishery meets the necessary requirements for the stock 
and recruitment relationship, that there is no bycatch of marine mammals and 
measures are taken to reduce bycatch of seabirds, and independent monitoring of 
compliance with these conditions is ensured. The Longline Fishery Association harvests 
a third of the total catch of Russian Pacific cod and about half of Pacific halibut. The 
certification of such a large fishery inspires confidence that the stocks of these delicious 
and healthy fish are harvested in an environmentally sustainable way.

The interregional Longline Fishery Association received a certificate of compliance of 
bottom longline fisheries for cod and halibut in the western part of the Bering Sea and 
off the eastern coast of Kamchatka with MSC standards.

COMPLETED

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/po-itogam-putiny-2018-goda-26-kamchatskikh-ulovov-lososya-msc-sertifitsirovany/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/po-itogam-putiny-2018-goda-26-kamchatskikh-ulovov-lososya-msc-sertifitsirovany/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/po-itogam-putiny-2018-goda-26-kamchatskikh-ulovov-lososya-msc-sertifitsirovany/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/assotsiatsiya-yarusnyy-promysel-poluchila-sertifikat-msc/ 
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/assotsiatsiya-yarusnyy-promysel-poluchila-sertifikat-msc/ 
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/assotsiatsiya-yarusnyy-promysel-poluchila-sertifikat-msc/ 


BIRD MORTALITY WILL BE REDUCED IN LONGLINE FISHERIES IN THE BERING SEA 
AND THE SEA OF OKHOTSK AS A RESULT OF A 40 % INCREASE IN THE PRACTICE 
OF EQUIPPING SHIPS WITH STREAMERS THAT REDUCE BIRD MORTALITY BY 90 % 
DURING LONGLINING 
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WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

2018 2019 Objective for 2022
Number of ships equipped with streamer lines in cod and halibut fisheries 

2019 RESULTS

WWF supports the work of observers in longline fishery

Deployment of a longline threatens the life of birds: a line with hooks goes under water, 
and birds, trying to pick at the bait, often get hooked and die, being unable to free 
themselves. To reduce bird mortality in the fishery, fishermen have been using streamer 
lines for many years. One or two cables with bright ribbons swaying in the wind scare 
away the birds and create a barrier between them and the longline. The use of streamers 
reduces the number of bird attacks on a longline by an average of 80%, reducing the 
level of bird mortality and loss of bait, thereby increasing the efficiency of fishing 
activities. In 2019, observers recorded a total of 91 cases of birds getting hooked, mainly 
gulls and fulmars, which is a rather low indicator compared to fishing without the use of 
streamer lines. No cases of death of endangered species of birds were recorded.

Two observers spent more than two months on board longliners fishing for cod and 
halibut off the coast of Kamchatka. They observed fishing activities, accounted for the 
number of rare and small species of birds and marine mammals that appeared near 
fishing vessels, and also recorded cases of animal death during fishing activities.

Seabird bycatch volumes were also assessed in the North Pacific. TINRO Center* 
researchers working as observers confirmed that ship crews use a single streamer line 
for almost every longline setting. However, the use of paired streamer lines is often 
difficult when fishing in harsh weather conditions. In the course of the work, no deaths 
of short-tailed albatrosses were recorded. 

16 % 37 % 50 %

* TINRO Center = Pacific Research Institute of Marine Biology 

ZERO 
SHORT-TAILED 
ALBATROSSES 

were reported 
killed in 2019

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES 

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/uchenye-zavershili-masshtabnoe-issledovanie-problemy-gibeli-morskikh-ptits-na-yarusnom-promysle/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/uchenye-zavershili-masshtabnoe-issledovanie-problemy-gibeli-morskikh-ptits-na-yarusnom-promysle/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/uchenye-zavershili-masshtabnoe-issledovanie-problemy-gibeli-morskikh-ptits-na-yarusnom-promysle/


СО2 emission in Russia is decreased by 8% over 5 years; 
absorption by forests in WWF priority regions 
is increased by 10%. 

WWF GOAL 

CLIMATE 
AND ENERGY
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CLIMATE AND ENERGY

СО2 EMISSION IN RUSSIA IS DECREASED BY 8 %

WWF-Russia Annual Report 2019 | 39

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

2019 RESULTS

Russia joined the Paris Agreement
On September 23, Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev signed a government decree 
on the adoption of the Paris Climate Agreement. WWF has been conducting an active 
information campaign to support Russia's full-fledged membership in the Paris 
Agreement. The adoption of the Paris Agreement is an important step, indicating that 
the government is aware of the growing problem of climate change and its 
anthropogenic nature. 

Russia can gain considerable benefits from participating in the Paris Agreement since 
it has a sustainable development mechanism, including joint implementation 
of projects, which will help reduce risks significantly and raise funds.

According to the Paris Agreement, Russia is a voluntary donor and should, whenever 
possible, support the most vulnerable developing countries. Russia is free to choose 
which countries to help, by what means, and to what extent. The Agreement commits 
all countries to adopt long-term low-emission development strategies by 2050, which 
is under active development in Russia now.

2018

by 2050 has not begun

Russia is not a full member of the Paris Agreement. The development of a long-term 
development strategy with low levels of greenhouse gas emissions for the period 

2019 Russia is a full member of the Paris Agreement. The Ministry of Economic Development 
of Russia has prepared and adopted the basic materials for a long-term development strategy 
with low levels of greenhouse gas emissions for the period by 2050, where the modernization 
of gas power plants and also renewable energy sources play an important role.

2022 The installed capacity of modernized gas power plants and renewable energy sources 
increased by more than 30 GW (increase by more than 6GW/year)

WWF CONDUCTS 
AN ACTIVE 

INFORMATION 
CAMPAIGN

to support Russia's 
participation in the 

Paris Agreement

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for 2018–2022 and its current status 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/wwf-privetstvuet-prisoedinenie-rossii-k-parizhskomu-soglasheniyu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/wwf-privetstvuet-prisoedinenie-rossii-k-parizhskomu-soglasheniyu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/wwf-privetstvuet-prisoedinenie-rossii-k-parizhskomu-soglasheniyu/


CLIMATE AND ENERGY

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION GOVERNMENT WILL APPROVE A NATIONAL ADAPTATION 
PLAN ON NEGATIVE CLIMATE CHANGE CONSEQUENCES AND WILL INCORPORATE
AT LEAST 80% OF WWF DEMANDS 
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2019 RESULTS

National Climate Adaptation Plan approved
The Government of the Russian Federation has approved the first stage of the National 
Plan on Adaptation to Climate Changes for the period by 2022. WWF commends the 
plan and notes the fundamental importance of the strictly scientific approach to the 
issue. The document defines federal organizational and regulatory measures for 
2020–2022, the procedure for developing sectoral and regional plans as well as 
information and research support of the activities. 

The plan envisions the preparation, by the end of 2022, of the Third Assessment Report 
on Climate Change and its Consequences on the Territory of the Russian Federation that 
should feature vulnerability assessments and adaptation scenarios. The report should 
become the scientific basis for the second stage in 2023–2025 as well as for the future. 

2018
The first version of the National plan on adaptation to negative climate changes has 
been developed and approved by the Russian Ministry of Economic Development. 

2019 The National plan on adaptation to negative climate changes (Stage 1) has been 
approved; it corresponds to 80 % to WWF requirements, but its implementation 
has not yet started.

2022 The National plan on adaptation to negative climate changes (Stage 1) has been 
approved, it corresponds to WWF requirements, and is being successfully implemented. 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for 2018–2022 and its current status 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/utverzhden-natsionalnyy-plan-adaptatsii-k-izmeneniyam-klimata/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/utverzhden-natsionalnyy-plan-adaptatsii-k-izmeneniyam-klimata/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/utverzhden-natsionalnyy-plan-adaptatsii-k-izmeneniyam-klimata/


The ecological footprint of Russian citizens remains within 
the country's biological capacity and remains stable 
or decreases. Flagship species and ecosystems in priority 
ecoregions are protected from negative anthropogenic 
impacts caused by new threats. 

WWF GOAL 

GREEN 
ECONOMY 
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GREEN ECONOMY 

FLAGSHIP SPECIES ARE PROTECTED FROM THE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT INCLUDING USE OF LAND AND OCEAN SHELF NATURAL RESOURCES. 
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2018
The corporate policy analysis of the largest oil and gas, mining and steel companies 
has been conducted, and openness ratings have been published 

2019 For the first time, the environmental rating of oil and gas companies 
was independently audited.

The list of rated mining companies increased from 34 to 40.
Thirty-one extractive companies out of 60 participating in WWF ratings 
develop corporate biodiversity conservation programmes

2022 Economic development projects in priority ecoregions do not threaten priority species:

In the Arctic:
џ The moratorium on the allocation of new licensed areas on the Arctic shelf to oil and 

gas companies was extended.
џ Mining does not threaten salmon and wild reindeer populations.

In the Altai-Sayan, Amur, and Caucasian ecoregions and Central Asia:
џ The development of linear infrastructure is not accompanied by a decrease in the 

numbers of the snow leopard, argali mountain sheep, Persian leopard, Amur 
leopard, or Amur tiger.

џ Oil and gas companies, which make up 95 % of the industry in terms of production, 
show a decrease in specific negative environmental impacts, primarily, in the use of 
associated petroleum gas as well as in greenhouse gas emissions, oil spills, pipeline 
incidents, and untreated water discharges. Average rating values   increase by 50 %.

џ Mining companies, which make up 50 % of the industry in terms of production, 
demonstrate a decrease in negative environmental impact of at least 25 %

Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for 2018–2022 and its current status 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022



2019 RESULTS

The results of the openness rating of the oil and gas sector in
environmental responsibility have been summarized 
WWF and CREON Group prepared a study that evaluated the degree of openness of oil 
and gas companies. As a rule, oil and gas companies are not disposed to disclose 
information on emergency situations and clashes that impact the environment. To 
tackle this issue, it was decided to publish regular reviews of conflict situations and 
accidents related to oil and gas companies, taking them into account when calculating 
the rankings. 

A total of 20 oil and gas companies that make for over 95 % of the country's oil 
production took part in the new rating. Just as in 2018, the Top 3 features Sakhalin 
Energy, Zarubezhneft, and Exxon Neftegas Limited. The recipients of honorary 
diplomas in five categories include Lukoil for its top performance in environmental 
transparency, Rosneft for the most constructive dialog with regard to accidents and 
controversial situations, Surgutneftegas for its leadership in mitigating environmental 
impacts, Gazprom Neft for the most dynamic growth of oil recovery factor, and, finally, 
Tatneft for its accelerated advancement in the ranking.

The review is compiled on the basis of public information, and before its publication, 
companies are given the opportunity to provide clarifying information to correct 
possible inaccuracies. This helps build an unbiased database that can be used to 
evaluate public awareness of accidents and controversial environmental situations. 
All cases are then mapped out so that the hotspots and the most frequently occurring 
sources of conflict can be easily identified.

GREEN ECONOMY 
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took part in the 
openness rating. 

Totally, they 
extract over 95% 
of the Russia's oil 

20 OIL AND GAS 
COMPANIES 

Results of the environmental transparency rating of fuel-driven 
heat- and power-generating companies in Russia published

The main purpose of the pilot rating was to encourage industry enterprises to operate in 
a more transparent manner since over the last decade power-generating enterprises 
have been particularly reluctant to share information, which presents a significant 
hurdle to reducing their environmental impact.

The study results are as follows: Irkutskenergo OJSC ranked first, followed by RusHydro 
PJSC and Enel Russia PJSC. 

WWF presented Russia's first   environmental transparency rating of fuel-driven heat- 
and power-generating companies. The results were calculated by the Analytical Center 
of the National Rating Agency based on the original methodology developed by WWF-
Russia. The study covered only fossil fuel-driven heat and power generation. The 
environmental responsibility of the country's heat- and power-generating enterprises 
was assessed on 24 criteria. The study featured 15 enterprises. 

took part in openness 
rating electro

and heat generating
enterprises

15 COMPANIES

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/podvedeny-itogi-reytinga-otkrytosti-ngk-rossii-v-sfere-ekologicheskoy-otvetstvennosti-2019-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/podvedeny-itogi-reytinga-otkrytosti-ngk-rossii-v-sfere-ekologicheskoy-otvetstvennosti-2019-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/podvedeny-itogi-reytinga-otkrytosti-ngk-rossii-v-sfere-ekologicheskoy-otvetstvennosti-2019-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/podvedeny-itogi-reytinga-otkrytosti-ngk-rossii-v-sfere-ekologicheskoy-otvetstvennosti-2019-/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/wwf-predstavil-pervyy-v-rossii-reyting-ekologicheskoy-otkrytosti-toplivnykh-elektro-i-teplogeneriruyu/
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https://wwf.ru/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/wwf-predstavil-pervyy-v-rossii-reyting-ekologicheskoy-otkrytosti-toplivnykh-elektro-i-teplogeneriruyu/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/wwf-predstavil-pervyy-v-rossii-reyting-ekologicheskoy-otkrytosti-toplivnykh-elektro-i-teplogeneriruyu/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/wwf-predstavil-pervyy-v-rossii-reyting-ekologicheskoy-otkrytosti-toplivnykh-elektro-i-teplogeneriruyu/
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Results of the third openness rating of mining and steel 
companies of Russia now summarized 
WWF presented the results of the third environmental transparency rating of mining and 
steel companies of Russia The new rankings attracted 41 participants, including eight 
companies that took part in the research for the first time; they include four gold-mining 
and four coal-mining companies. During the study, almost half of the rating participants 
interacted with the organizers and published additional information on their websites.

The rating is topped by PJSC Polyus (Polyus Gold), followed by JSC SDS-Ugol Holding 
Company, with Kinross Gold coming third.

Rusdragmet LLC received a diploma for the most active promotion in the rating, and 
Severstal PJSC, for its achievements in biodiversity conservation. Alrosa JSC was honored 
for active cooperation during the research, and Metalloinvest management company, for 
transparency. Kuzbassrazrezugol JSC was acknowledged as the best start of the year, while 
Mechel PJSC demonstrated constructive dialog in instances of accidents and conflicts.

GREEN ECONOMY 

A unique center for the rescue of birds in the event of oil spills 
has opened
In the Northern Caspian, a complex for the rehabilitation of animals affected by accidental 
oil spills began operations. The center was built with the financial support of the Lower 
Volga enterprise LUKOIL in partnership with the Directorate of Southern Protected Areas 
of Astrakhan Region. WWF first proposed opening such centers to companies back 
in 2014, prepared recommendations for saving injured animals, and included the 
corresponding criterion in the annual openness ratings of the oil and gas complex. 

The center has the latest equipment: bird deterrents (to prevent birds from landing on 
polluted areas), cleaning reservoirs, and a warming zone. They also have special aviaries 
where birds are placed before they are released back into the wild. The portable equipment 
can be quickly transported to the remote islands of the North Caspian.

The center can currently rehabilitate 100–200 birds per day and is planning to expand its 
capacity in the future. Whenever necessary, the birds will be rescued by trained volunteers 
under the guidance of experienced ornithologists and veterinary physicians. The staff have 
already trained over 100 volunteers.

100-200 BIRDS
can be rehabilitated 

daily at the 
ъnew center

participated
in openness rating mining

and metallurgical
enterprises

41  COMPANIES

Emergency oil spill response training taken to new level in the Arctic
WWF experts took part as observers in emergency training exercises for oil spill elimination 
in the south of Nenets Autonomous Okrug (Kharyaginskoye Oil Field, Zarubezhneft-
Production Kharyaga LLC). It was for the first time that representatives of environmental 
organizations had taken part in such training exercises in the Arctic.

The large-scale emergency training exercises were aimed to check the readiness of freelance 
emergency response teams and practice the actions of production workers when detecting 
and eliminating an artificial oil spill, occurring as a result of an oil export pipeline rupture. 
To eliminate the emergency, the workers promptly sealed the rupture in the pipeline, set up 
containment booms on either side of the river, collected the oil from the water surface using 
oil skimmers, and protected the coastline with sorbent. The emergency training showed the 
high level of professionalism of the emergency team that managed to detect the artificial spill 
in two hours instead of the targeted four hours.

in the Arctic become 
open to NGO observers 

for the first time

OIL SPILL 
RESPONSE 
TRAININGS
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GREEN ECONOMY 

“GREEN” FINANCE IN RUSSIA IS IN LINE WITH INTERNATIONAL CRITERIA AND 
STANDARDS AND IS NOT USED FOR GREENWASHING OF ECOLOGICALLY RISKY 
AND HARMFUL PROJECTS 
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2018
A financial mechanism exists to attract investment for green projects. Investment in 
green projects stands at EUR 15 million 

2019 Green bonds issued to a value of EUR 525 million euro

2022 Double the amount of green investments in Russia compared to 2017 

Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for 2018–2022 and its current status 

2019 RESULTS

WWF has contributed to determining the procedure for 
issuance of green bonds on the Moscow Stock Exchange

Russian banks start operating in line with green laws
WWF, the European University at Saint Petersburg, and the Analytical Center of the 
National Rating Agency have presented the results of the first Russian study on the 
application of responsible financing in the Russian banking sector at the Moscow Stock 
Exchange.

The study covers the banks with the largest equity as well as the banks with experience 
working with international financial institutions such as the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development and the International Finance Corporation. Overall, 
it includes 22 participants. 

According to the information received, the Russian banking sector is not yet sufficiently 
aware of green financing and its principles. Moreover, banks may even have experience 
in implementing classic green projects and not be aware of it. The study has also 
indirectly demonstrated the degree of openness of banks to interaction with 
interested parties. 

WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

The Sustainable Development Sector began operating on the Moscow Stock Exchange. 
New listing rules, which include rules for bonds inclusion in a new sector, are now in 
effect for the stock market. This means bonds in three new segments: the green bond 
segment, the social bond segment, and the national project segment.  This was the result 
of WWF's major analytical efforts, which became the basis of the proposals for the 
development of green finance in Russia. These proposals were sent to major regulators, 
including the Bank of Russia.

https://wwf.ru/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/opredelen-poryadok-vypuska-zelenykh-obligatsiy-na-moskovskoy-birzhe/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/opredelen-poryadok-vypuska-zelenykh-obligatsiy-na-moskovskoy-birzhe/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/opredelen-poryadok-vypuska-zelenykh-obligatsiy-na-moskovskoy-birzhe/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/opredelen-poryadok-vypuska-zelenykh-obligatsiy-na-moskovskoy-birzhe/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/rossiyskie-banki-nachinayut-rabotat-po-zelenym-zakonam/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/rossiyskie-banki-nachinayut-rabotat-po-zelenym-zakonam/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/rossiyskie-banki-nachinayut-rabotat-po-zelenym-zakonam/


©
 D

m
itr

y 
L
vo

v 
/ 
W

W
F

-R
u
ss

ia

ENVIRONMENTAL 
GOVERNANCE 
Russia's legislative and governance systems ensure 
effective implementation of the WWF Conservation Strategy

WWF GOAL 



ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE

LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS NECESSARY FOR PROVIDING EFFECTIVE 
BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF LIVING RESOURCES 
ARE ADOPTED.
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Amendments have been made to Federal Law on Protected Areas and other legislation 
that ensures effective conservation and management of ecosystems in priority 
ecoregions, in compliance to  NGO requirements.

Environmental NGOs in priority ecoregions do not have up-to-date information about 
these projects; they know little about legal methods of environmental protection. 
Success stories are disparate.

2019 The first official draft law has been prepared, including WWF's proposals on the legal 
regime of protected areas with international status.

2022 The Federa law on Protected Areas strengthens the legal regime for protected areas with 
international status and and procedures of establishment of marine protected areas.  

Information is promptly tracked and shared among NPOs. A system for monitoring and 
mailing draft laws and legal acts among NGOs has been created and is now operational. 
100% of partner environmental NGOs in the ecoregions have gained knowledge on 
practical implementation of the legislation. 

Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for 2018–2022 and its current status 

2018 WWF starts to work on the 2018–2022 strategy

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022



2019 RESULTS

Spawning-protection forests in Russia have a chance to be 
saved from logging 

Following an appeal of environmentalists and the general public to President of the 
Russian Federation Vladimir Putin in June 2019, the Ministry of Natural Resources of 
Russia launched the process of saving valuable forests along the shores of spawning 
water bodies. The Federal Forestry Agency was instructed to preserve the existing 
spawning-protection forest belts until the Federal Agency for Fishery establishes new 
categories of protective sites, fishery conservation areas. The new zoning will first be 
tested in the Far Eastern Federal District, and then the new approach will be introduced 
in other regions of the country. 

The spawning-protection belt category of protective forests was created to preserve the 
coastal zones of water bodies, where spawning migrations and spawning of valuable fish 
species occur. According to the new law, the size of these forest belts can be reduced 
from 1 km to 50–200 m, which ultimately might lead to the destruction of coasts and 
soil erosion into water bodies and the degradation of spawning grounds.

WWF and Greenpeace submitted a petition to the Presidential Administration asking to 
preserve the spawning-protection belts of forests, which was signed by 163,098 people. 
On July 1, 2019, Federal Law No. 538-FZ entered into force, threatening the future of 50 
million ha of forests that protect the water abundance and cleanliness of spawning 
streams and lakes.
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163,000 
PEOPLE

called for the rescue of 
spawning-protection 

forests

WWF organizes legal literacy courses
The WWF project on developing the capacity of environmental nonprofit organizations 
in the use of legal environmental protection methods  won the grant from Presidential 
Grants Foundation. As part of this project, WWF conducted seven webinars that form 
part of an one-year long online course to improve the legal literacy of NGOs in 
environmental legislation and ways to protect the environmental rights of citizens. 
Work is underway on the preparation of practical guidelines for public monitoring 
of water body pollution using remote methods and creating a database of successful 
cases of environmental NGOs in the legal protection of nature. 

During the implementation of another WWF project aimed at involving the public in 
environmental protection, in Khabarovsk and Blagoveshchensk, more than 60 people — 
representatives of NGOs, including associations of indigenous peoples — acquired the 
legal knowledge necessary to obtain the status of public environmental inspectors. 

ABOUT 100 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

ACTIVISTS
gained new knowledge 

about legal methods 
of environmental protection

https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/u-nerestookhrannykh-lesov-rossii-poyavilsya-shans-na-spasenie/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/u-nerestookhrannykh-lesov-rossii-poyavilsya-shans-na-spasenie/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/u-nerestookhrannykh-lesov-rossii-poyavilsya-shans-na-spasenie/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/u-nerestookhrannykh-lesov-rossii-poyavilsya-shans-na-spasenie/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/amur/lyudi-prirode-obshchestvennost-basseyna-amura-uchitsya-otstaivat-pravo-na-blagopriyatnuyu-okruzhayushch/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/lyudi-prirode-obshchestvennost-basseyna-amura-uchitsya-otstaivat-pravo-na-blagopriyatnuyu-okruzhayushch/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/lyudi-prirode-obshchestvennost-basseyna-amura-uchitsya-otstaivat-pravo-na-blagopriyatnuyu-okruzhayushch/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/lyudi-prirode-obshchestvennost-basseyna-amura-uchitsya-otstaivat-pravo-na-blagopriyatnuyu-okruzhayushch/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/amur/lyudi-prirode-obshchestvennost-basseyna-amura-uchitsya-otstaivat-pravo-na-blagopriyatnuyu-okruzhayushch/


2019 RESULTS

WWF has signed cooperation agreements in Altai-Sayan 
Ecoregion
In late 2019, WWF signed environmental cooperation agreements with two regions 
at once — the Altai and Tyva Republics. 

The parties agreed to develop cooperation in improving the effective protection of rare 
animal habitats, including the snow leopard and argali, regular monitoring of the 
numbers and condition of species with the introduction of innovative technologies, 
taking measures to reduce the conflicts between the snow leopard and herders, 
environmental education, and development of international cooperation. 
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INTERACTION WITH AUTHORITIES

The Republic of Altai and WWF Russia signed the agreement on collaboration

WWF and the Republic of Tyva signed the collaboration agreement

WWF and Government of Turkmenistan sign a cooperation 
agreement 

WWF-Russia has been operating in the Central Asian Ecoregion for many years. Over 
the years, many projects have been successfully implemented, including a programme
to compensate for damage to cattle breeders from leopard attacks in Kopetdag, projects 
on the tugai deer, onager, reintroduction of black-tailed gazelles, and the design of an 
ecological network. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection of Turkmenistan is 
committed to involving all stakeholders in resolving environmental issues in the 
country. In addition, measures will be taken to restore disturbed ecosystems and natural 
sites, and support has been provided for the development of a network of protected 
areas. In turn, WWF-Russia is committed to contributing to the conservation and 
restoration of landscape and species biodiversity in Turkmenistan as well as attracting 
financial and organizational resources. The agreement was signed for five years with 
further automatic extension. 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/pravitelstvo-respubliki-altay-i-wwf-rossii-podpisali-soglashenie-o-vzaimodeystvii-i-sotrudnichestve-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/pravitelstvo-respubliki-altay-i-wwf-rossii-podpisali-soglashenie-o-vzaimodeystvii-i-sotrudnichestve-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/pravitelstvo-respubliki-altay-i-wwf-rossii-podpisali-soglashenie-o-vzaimodeystvii-i-sotrudnichestve-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/wwf-rossii-i-pravitelstvo-respubliki-tyva-dogovorilis-vmeste-sokhranyat-prirodu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/wwf-rossii-i-pravitelstvo-respubliki-tyva-dogovorilis-vmeste-sokhranyat-prirodu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/wwf-rossii-i-pravitelstvo-respubliki-tyva-dogovorilis-vmeste-sokhranyat-prirodu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/okhranyaemye-territorii/wwf-i-pravitelstvo-turkmenistana-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-v-oblasti-okhrany-okruzhayu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/okhranyaemye-territorii/wwf-i-pravitelstvo-turkmenistana-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-v-oblasti-okhrany-okruzhayu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/okhranyaemye-territorii/wwf-i-pravitelstvo-turkmenistana-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-v-oblasti-okhrany-okruzhayu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/okhranyaemye-territorii/wwf-i-pravitelstvo-turkmenistana-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-v-oblasti-okhrany-okruzhayu/
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WWF'S MAIN ASSET IS THE PEOPLE THAT HAVE BEEN 
SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTING NATURE CONSERVATION 
PROJECTS OVER MANY YEARS 

4
8

5

77

30

WWF STAFF AND BOARD

WWF staff are professionals committed to the cause of conservation and are acknowledged experts in many fields 
of natural and social sciences. Overall, 133 employees work for WWF-Russia. 15 of them possess doctoral degrees  
The central office of WWF-Russia is based in Moscow. In addition to the preparation and implementation 
of conservation programmes, its staff is responsible for cooperation with state agencies and the scientific 
community, as well as continuous engagement with WWF supporters, business, and media. The Moscow office 
also manages WWF's Central Asian Programme. WWF's regional and project offices are based in Russia's priority 
ecoregions: Barents (Murmansk, Arkhangelsk and Naryan-Mar), Altai-Sayan (Krasnoyarsk), Northern Caucasus 
(Krasnodar), and Kamchatka / Bering Sea (Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky). WWF also has a branch office 
in Vladivostok in the Amur ecoregion. 

Moscow

Krasnodar

Arkhangelsk

Murmansk

Vladivostok

Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky

4

1
Naryan-
Mar

4
Krasnoyarsk
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WWF officially registered in Naryan-Mar
A representative office of WWF-Russia has opened in the capital of the Nenets Autonomous Okrug. Having its own 
office will make it possible to enhance efforts to preserve the unique nature of the Russian Arctic.



WWF WORK STATED BY THE STATE

ORDER OF HONOR
TITLE “HONORED ECOLOGIST 
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION”

Igor Chestin
President 
of WWF-Russia

Natalia Dronova
Chief Coordinator 
of WWF-Russia projects 
for the conservation 
of rare species 
of animals

WWF STAFF AND BOARD

THE PRESIDENT OF RUSSIA EXPRESSED HIS GRATITUDE TO THE WWF-RUSSIA STAFF FOR THEIR EXTENSIVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES. 
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From the State Duma 

WWF RECEIVES CERTIFICATES OF MERIT:

for its “significant contribution to the protection of Russian nature and active participation in discussion of draft 
ederal acts for protecting biodiversity and specially protected natural areas” 

From the Advisor to the President of the Russian Federation, Special Representative of the President of 
the Russian Federation on Climate Issues Ruslan Edelgeriyev,
· as part of the All-Russian competition for the best organization of work in greenhouse gas reduction 
“Climate and Responsibility 2019”

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/iz-zhizni-fonda/prezidentskiy-podarok-ko-dnyu-ekologa/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/iz-zhizni-fonda/prezidentskiy-podarok-ko-dnyu-ekologa/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/na-severnom-kaspii-otkryli-unikalnyy-tsentr-po-spaseniyu-ptits-v-sluchae-nefterazlivov/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/na-severnom-kaspii-otkryli-unikalnyy-tsentr-po-spaseniyu-ptits-v-sluchae-nefterazlivov/
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https://wwf.ru/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/na-severnom-kaspii-otkryli-unikalnyy-tsentr-po-spaseniyu-ptits-v-sluchae-nefterazlivov/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/na-severnom-kaspii-otkryli-unikalnyy-tsentr-po-spaseniyu-ptits-v-sluchae-nefterazlivov/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/wwf-i-biznes/nikolay-valuev-vruchil-gramotu-wwf-rossii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/wwf-i-biznes/nikolay-valuev-vruchil-gramotu-wwf-rossii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/wwf-i-biznes/nikolay-valuev-vruchil-gramotu-wwf-rossii/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/na-severnom-kaspii-otkryli-unikalnyy-tsentr-po-spaseniyu-ptits-v-sluchae-nefterazlivov/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/na-severnom-kaspii-otkryli-unikalnyy-tsentr-po-spaseniyu-ptits-v-sluchae-nefterazlivov/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/na-severnom-kaspii-otkryli-unikalnyy-tsentr-po-spaseniyu-ptits-v-sluchae-nefterazlivov/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/neft-i-gaz/na-severnom-kaspii-otkryli-unikalnyy-tsentr-po-spaseniyu-ptits-v-sluchae-nefterazlivov/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/rabota-wwf-rossii-po-klimaticheskomu-prosveshcheniyu-otmechena-na-vysshem-urovne-/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/rabota-wwf-rossii-po-klimaticheskomu-prosveshcheniyu-otmechena-na-vysshem-urovne-/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/rabota-wwf-rossii-po-klimaticheskomu-prosveshcheniyu-otmechena-na-vysshem-urovne-/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/rabota-wwf-rossii-po-klimaticheskomu-prosveshcheniyu-otmechena-na-vysshem-urovne-/


WWF BOARD 

WWF STAFF AND BOARD
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The Board determines priority areas for WWF-Russia's work and approves its conservation strategy, financial plans, 
and reports. 

Vladislav Onishchenko, 
Chair of WWF-Russia Board, 
First Deputy Head of 
the Analytical Center
of the Government of 
the Russian Federation 

Mikhail Kalyakin, 
Director
of the Zoological 
Museumof the Moscow 
State University, 
Sc.D. 

Anna Kozlovskaya, 
Vice President, 
External Relations 
and Communications, 
Fast-Growing European 
Economies, 
MasterCard 

Nikolai Dontsov, 
Member, Board of Trustees, 
ITI Funds, ITI Capital. 
Joint owner, Turbina 
Travelers website 

Tatyana Nikulshina, 
Independent Public 
Relations consultant, 
trainer 

Nikita Orlov
Chief Financial Officer, 
PJSC Megafon



WWF-RUSSIA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

WWF STAFF AND BOARD
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The Board of Trustees contributes to the development and support of WWF's activities and assists in raising 
resources and funds for the implementation of environmental projects and achievement of WWF's mission — 
to stop the degradation of the planet's natural environment and to build a future in which people live in harmony 
with nature. The Board of Trustees adopts non-binding, advisory resolutions. WWF-Russia management submits 
recommendations prepared by the Board of Trustees to the WWF Board. 

Yelena Abrosimova
Chair of the Board of Trustees. 
Doctor of Law, Associate Professor. 
Head of the Department 
of Commercial Law 
and Fundamentals of Law, 
Faculty of Law, Lomonosov 
Moscow State University

Leonid Grigoryev
Head of the Department 
of World Economy, HSE; 
Chief Advisor to the Head 
of the Analytical Center 
under the Government 
of the Russian Federation



SUPERVISORY BOARD OF WWF-RUSSIA

WWF STAFF AND BOARD
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The Supervisory Board of WWF-Russia contributes to the development and support of the Fund. Considering the key 
activities of the Fund, its strategy, and projects, the Board members assist in attracting resources and finance for the 
implementation of environmental projects and achieving the Fund's mission. 

Aleksandr Gogolev, 
Senior Vice President, 
VTB

Aleksandr Tynkovan, 
CEO and founder, 
M.Video

Aleksey Kortnev, 
musician 
and producer

Alyona Doletskaya, 
journalist 
and publicist

Anton Komolov, 
TV and radio host, 
journalist

Vladimir Pozner, 
journalist 
and TV host

Vadim Kovalev, 
First Deputy 
Executive Director, 
the Association 
of Managers

Christopher Mouravieff-Apostol, 
financier 
and philanthropist

Mikhail Fedorenko, 
Entrepreneur 
and CEO, 
Business 
Environment

Svetlana Mironyuk, 
Head of Marketing 
and Business 
Development, PwC.
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ENGAGEMENT WITH THE PUBLIC, BUSINESS, AND SUPPORTERS
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-3 %

WWF-RUSSIA SUPPORTERS
The number of supporters:

2018 г. — 25 879
2019 г. — 25 103

CORPORATE PARTNERS OF WWF-RUSSIA 
The number of companies:

2018 г. — > 80
2019 г. — > 100

25 %

MEDIA PUBLICATIONS MENTIONING WWF-RUSSIA 
The number of publications:

2018 г. — 52 500
2019 г. — 59 600 

13,5 %

WWF-RUSSIA IN SOCIAL MEDIA 
The number of followers: 

2018 г. — 620 000
2019 г. — 987 904 

59,3 %
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WWF OFFICES: 
GREEN SOLUTIONS



WHAT WE DO: 

WWF OFFICES: GREEN SOLUTIONS
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choosing 
environmentally 
responsible vendors, 
producers, 
and service providers 

choosing the 
double-sided 
option 
when printing 

using recycled 
and FSC-certified 
paper 

reducing the amount 
of printed materials 
in favor of electronic 
distribution of our 
publications 

sorting waste and 
recycling paper, plastics, 
glass, metal, batteries, 
and fluorescent lamps 

using LED 
lamps instead 
of incandescent 
bulbs 

reducing the 
consumption 
of water, heat, 
and electricity 

using cleaners 
and personal care 
products that are 
effective and 
environmentally safe 

educating staff members, 
supporters and corporate 
partners about 
an environmentally 
responsible lifestyle 

reducing the number of business trips and replacing them with online conferences. WWF supports selected 
renewable energy projects that are internationally recognized and lead to beneficial social impacts. The carbon 
emission reduction achieved through these projects is an offset for any air travel that our staff members have 
to undertake 

In the near future, we will start building an 'eco-house' for our new office in Moscow. The project will employ 
state-of- the-art green technologies for energy and resource efficiency, as well as waste and emission reduction. 
Green building materials will be used in the construction 

In 2019, WWF-Russia offices collected for recycling: 

kg of plastic  

kg of glass

kg of metal

kg of paper1 260 ~

> 76 > 18 

> 345 



WWF-RUSSIA 
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WWF-RUSSIA FUNDING
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INCOME 
SOURCES, 
MILLION RUBLES

EXPENDITURES 
BY PROGRAMME, 
MILLION RUBLES

1. Biodiversity conservation 

2. Sustainable forest management

3. Sustainable fisheries

4. Climate and energy

9. Balance carried forward to the next year

5. Green economy

6. Environmental governance

7. Living Planet Programme 
(engagement with the public)

502,5

161,3

27,1

20,9

40,2

81,6

41,3

959,4TOTAL

4. WWF-Netherlands 127,5

5. WWF-UK 109,3

6. WWF-Sweden 87,7

7. WWF-Germany 36,3

8. WWF offices in other countries 137,7

1. Presidential Grant Foundation 8,6

2. Russian corporate sponsorship 103,4

3. Individual donation 97,1

9. International Climate Initiative (Germany) 76,9

10. European Commission 75,1

11. Other governmental organizations 15

12. Foreign NGOs and private foundations 56,2

13. Other income 28,6

TOTAL 959,4

25,5

8. Administration 59,0
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WWF-RUSSIA IS:

permanent staff members 
committed to the 
conservation cause 

133

supporters 

OVER 25,000 
filed projects in 47 
Russian regions 
over 25 years 

MORE THAN 1,000

conservation NGO 

RUSSIA'S LARGEST 

in priority 

џ Barents 
(Murmansk, Arkhangelsk, 
Naryan-Mar) 

џ Altai-Sayan 
(Krasnoyarsk)
 

џ Northern Caucasus 
(Krasnodar) 

џ Kamchatka / Bering Sea 
(Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky)
 

џ Amur, the Amur branch 
(Vladivostok) 

ecoregions of Russia: 

7 REGIONAL OFFICES 

Care about our Planet? Donate now: help.wwf.ru

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future in 
which humans live in harmony with nature

19, bld. 3, Nikoloyamskaya st., P.O. Box 3, 109240 Moscow, Russia
tel.: +7 (495) 727 09 39 fax: +7 (495) 727 09 38
russia@wwf.ru


