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During 2011, three of our colleagues received honorary
awards. Alexey Knizhnikov,
Oil and Gas Programme
Coordinator, and Ekaterina
Khmeleva, Environmental
Law Programme Coordinator, were presented with
letters of gratitude from the
President of Russia for their
active work in the preparation for the G20 Summits,
while Yury Darman, Director of WWF-Russia’s Amur
branch, received the WWF
International Staff Award
for Outstanding Service.
[The total number of staff
in WWF worldwide is more
than 5,000.]

Dear Friends,
Political changes in the Middle East and North Africa, the so-called the Arab Spring, were
probably the most discussed events during 2011. They might seem to have nothing to
do with nature conservation, but, unfortunately, already by autumn, the social upheaval
resulted in a boom in the illegal trading of ivory caused by the abrupt weakening of state
border controls in North African countries.
At the same time, a long-awaited breakthrough took place in combining the conservation
efforts of Arctic countries. In spring 2011, the ministers of foreign affairs signed an agreement on the joint response to emergency situations and agreed to formulate an agreement
on oil spill prevention. WWF had been striving to secure such a decision for the last five
years – only a couple of years ago, the very same ministers had declared that there was no
need for any new agreements.
During 2011, almost all the principal bills aimed at rehabilitating the environmental legislation ruined in the previous decade were finally tabled in the State Duma. Among the issues addressed were regulations on environmental impact assessments, waste management
including waste disposal, protection of marine ecosystems from oil pollution and state environmental control. Some bills obviously require additional work, but after several years of
hard effort, the cause has definitely moved on from the dead point that had been reached. It
is important that the new State Duma and the new government finalise the work.
Deputy Prime Minister Sergey Ivanov supported WWF’s proposal to create the Leopard
Land National Park. The Fund’s experts, together with scientists from the Pacific Institute
of Geography of the Russian Academy of Sciences, completed the preparation of all the necessary documentation. As usual, there were some conflicts to resolve. For instance, a timber
company in Primorsky Province was granted permission by a court to lease for logging
large tracts of those forests forming part of the Amur tiger habitat that had been designated
as a wildlife refuge and which also includes pine-nut harvesting areas. WWF supporters
petitioned the Prime Minister to protect the tiger and this assisted us in being able to call a
meeting under the Chairmanship of the first Deputy Prime Minister Victor Zubkov during
which our position was supported. Provincial authorities and the timber company involved
were asked to find an alternative area to log.
Amendments in protected area legislation that were tabled in the State Duma in September
2011, if approved, would have allowed nature reserve boundaries to be altered and their status changed into national parks. It is believed that these amendments were first initiated
by Northern Caucasus Resorts, a company with which we plan to develop a collaboration.
Fortunately, after two weeks of consultations in the State Duma, Presidential Executive
Office and the Government, all contradictions were resolved and nature reserves remain
under strict protection.
2012 was proclaimed by WWF as the Year of the Arctic. We expect that, with help from
our supporters and corporate partners, we will achieve all the targets that have been set,
namely, the bill on the protection of seas from oil pollution is approved, sea and land areas
required to be protected for the conservation of the polar bear and walrus are mapped and
the establishment of nature reserves, national parks and wildlife refuges in all parts of the
Russian Arctic region is ensured. Our campaign has already started – please don’t
miss this opportunity to join our successes!
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Dear Friends!
Our country can rightly be proud of its vast tracts of virgin nature, from arctic deserts
and tundra to endless southern steppes. A huge number of animals and plants live here,
creating a unique biological diversity of arctic and temperate belts that require our
rapt attention and care. Conserving the ‘network of life’ (establishing special corridors
connecting nature reserves and national parks), protecting rare and endangered species, reducing greenhouse emissions by using new technologies and renewable energy,
introducing sustainable forestry practices and developing sustainable fisheries – these
are some examples of conservation activities which, with effective planning and implementation, form the focus of our work in Russia and worldwide.

Victoria Elias,
WWF-Russia
Programmeme Director,
PhD in Biology

2011 was declared the International Year of Forests by the United Nations. For us, this
was a special year because Russia is one of the largest forested states in the world. Its
forests give us shelter, food and heating and are the Planet’s lungs. At the same time,
not only do forests serve humans, but humans serve forest. “Forests for the people!
People for the forests!” was the motto of the main campaign organised by WWF-Russia
in its jubilee year. Its results are summarised on page 6.
During 2011, WWF celebrated its golden jubilee as an international organisation. Over
the last 50 years and thanks to the support of millions of people and a whole constellation of companies, the Fund, in partnership with local communities, indigenous
minorities, NGOs, advanced and responsible businesses and authorities that care about
the environment, implemented programmes and projects that were aimed at conserving
our living planet. In Russia, we work in five ecoregions: the Barents Sea and Bering Sea
Ecoregions in the Arctic, Amur in five provinces of the Russian Far East, Altai-Sayan
and the Russian Northern Caucasus. A lot has been done and more has still to be done.
We are facing even more ambitious challenges. Next year, WWF-Russia will adopt a
new conservation strategy to cover the next five years.

The most significant results
of 2011 are summarised in
this Annual Report. These
are our joint successes and
we achieved them together.
Everything we do in nature
conservation is possible
thanks only to your support, our dear supporters
and partners!
This map shows the regions of
Russia and Central Asia where
we worked during 2011.
>>>
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2002

●

WWF-Russia began supporting existing protected areas and the establishment of new ones.
Over 100 protected areas totaling more than 42.5 million hectares have been established
with WWF assistance during 15 years of work.
Projects on the conservation of the Amur tiger began.

WWF developed a method to count brown bears in Kamchatka, enabling their total
population to be estimated at around 10,000 individuals.
WWF began working in Central Asia. Over 12 years, an effective ever-evolving network of protected areas and linkages between them, the ECONET, was established.

WWF began a project to reintroduce the European bison back into the
wild. Since then, 8 groups of bison totaling 150 animals have been reestablished in the European part of Russia. In addition, about 50 bison live
in the Republic of North Ossetia.

Yakutia Republic was the first province in Russia to join WWF’s Living
Planet Programme. The Yakutian President’s commitment to establish a
system of protected areas in the Republic was recognised as a Gift to the
Earth. Leaders of 10 other Russian provinces have followed this example.

The programme to save the Amur leopard began. Initiated by WWF, a strategy for the
conservation of this species was developed and endorsed at government level, while existing
protected areas received support and new ones were established.
WWF opened its office in the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion. The Altai-Sayan Millennium Initiative,
a policy document on international cooperation for conserving nature, was signed by all
provinces in the region.

WWF began the Pskov Model Forest project. During its 10 years, a model of sustainable forestry was developed that allowed for the growing of highly productive
forests and receiving good revenues, while at the same time conserving wildlife.

In response to the dissolution of the State Committee for Environmental Protection, WWF and other NGOs collected over 3 million signatures in support of a
nationwide referendum and the restoration of state environmental control in the
country.
The first Russian timber producing companies received international certificates in
sustainable forestry (FSC).

WWF began a campaign to protect the Sakhalin grey whale population which had
been threatened by oil development. The route of the underwater pipeline of the
Sakhalin-2 project was changed to avoid whale feeding grounds.
WWF acquired its first supporters in Russia – anyone who cares about the future
of Russia’s environment and the entire Planet can join a network of 5 million WWF
supporters worldwide.

WWF began a nationwide programme on combating illegal logging. The violations
identified by WWF experts persuaded the Federal Forestry Agency to take measures against forest poachers.
WWF began its first projects in the Northern Caucasus.

● WWF began a campaign to improve forest legislation and protested against approving amendments to the Forest Code that had not taken into consideration the
positions of conservationists and the public.
●

●

WWF’s programme on the conservation of fresh water ecosystems in the Amur
River catchment area was launched in the Far East.

WWF launched a campaign to raise awareness of the need to ratify the Kyoto Protocol,
the international agreement aimed at preventing global climate change.
The Russian State Duma ratified the Protocol.
●

●

WWF’s Barents Sea Ecoregional Office was opened in Murmansk.

The 100th Gift to the Earth was recognised in Russia – initiated by WWF,
the Ergaki Nature Park was established in Krasnoyarsk Province.
●
●

Ukok Nature Park was established in the Altai Republic.

WWF’s Russian Caucasus Ecoregional Office was opened.

● The national campaign to protect Lake Baikal and Perevoznaya Bay
in the Far East from the construction of the East Siberia-Pacific Ocean oil pipeline ended
in success for conservationists. The pipeline will not go through the Amur leopard habitat.
●

●

Russia became the second ranked country after Canada
with regard to the size of area under certified forest.

2003
2004
2005
2006

WWF’s Kamchatka/Bering Sea Ecoregional Office was opened.

Call of the Tiger, Udege Legend and Anyuisky National Parks
were established in the Russian Far East. For several years,
WWF together with other conservation NGOs had strived for this to happen.
●

● The retail trade in black caviar was banned.
This was the first necessary step taken to halt its illegal harvest.

The first WWF Polar Bear Patrol team was established
to conserve polar bears and to prevent conflicts between bears and people.

2007

●

●

The first enclosure at the Breeding and Rehabilitation Center for the Persian leopard
in Sochi National Park was opened. Animals brought here in 2009-2010 from
Turkmenistan and Iran became the founder members of a future
wild population of leopard in the Russian Caucasus.

●

With WWF assistance, the Russian Arctic National Park was established.
The first arctic national park in Russia protects walruses and polar bears,
as well as bird colonies, glaciers and unique hydrological features.

●

Russian fishermen received their first international certificates for sustainable fisheries (MSC).

●

WWF’s global Earth Hour campaign became the largest public action in Russia and worldwide.

On WWF’s initiative and with its active assistance and participation, the International Forum
on Tiger Conservation took place in St. Petersburg. Heads and delegations of 13 states adopted
a programme for saving this species. The Chairman of the Russian Government, Vladimir Putin,
supported all measures for the conservation of the Amur tiger that had been proposed by WWF.

2008
2009

●

●
●

A full ban on the logging of Korean pine was introduced.

The multi-year campaign by a coalition of WWF and other NGOs resulted
in the halting of the odious Evenk Hydropower Plant construction project.
●

The forest protection service in Russia was restored.
Formulation of a National Forest Policy began.

● 576,000 Korean pine seedlings were planted in Primorsky Province. This joint WWF and
Citibank campaign became the largest forest restoration effort within the Amur leopard habitat.
●

28,000 people signed WWF’s petition calling on Prime Minister Vladimir Putin to ban logging
in the Bikin forests in Primorsky Province and defended the fate of the ‘Russian Amazon’.

2010
2011
5

The year 2011 was declared by the United Nations as the International Year of Forests. Entering the year, WWF pointed
to a number of problems existing within the forestry sector in
Russia, namely, inadequate legislation and lack of coordination
between different agencies that hinder the fight against illegal
logging, the suspension of public participation in forestryrelated decision-making, unsustainable forest management that
leads to overall depletion of forest resources, the reduction in
area covered by high conservation value forests and many other
issues. In this Annual Report we summarize the results of the
International Year of Forests.

>>>
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THE YEAR
OF FORESTS

IN RUSSIA

Largely thanks to WWF’s initiative and active positioning, a system of forest protection was re-established in Russia in that amendments defining the
functions and responsibilities of the federal forest control within the Federal
Forestry Agency (Rosleskhoz) were introduced into federal legislation. For
the first time, a Working Group on the intensification of forest management
was established under the Federal Forestry Agency and WWF experts became
members of the Group. Regulations on forest management that for the first
time take into consideration bio-geographical characteristics of forests were
drafted and presented for public discussion.
Drafts of documents formulated by the Federal Forestry Agency were published on the Agency’s website. WWF submitted its comments relating to regulations on logging, forest management, reforestation, the use of non-timber
forest products, etc to the Agency. The procedural system, however, does not as
yet provide for feedback and further discussion.
An important outcome of the International Year of Forests was the Federal
Forestry Agency’s decision to formulate a national forest policy. In December
2011, WWF brought together representatives of conservation NGOs and indigenous minorities to formulate an agreed position taken by civil society on the
structure and content of this policy document.

The global partnership between WWF and IKEA
continues – a new agreement on future collaboration in Russia is signed. This multifaceted and continued collaboration in the development of sustainable forestry has been continuing for the last
nine years. Priorities of the new agreement include improving forest management and forest use practices, conserving high conservation value forests,
promoting the demand for FSC-certified products in the domestic market, improving education in forestry and re-training, encouraging sustainable forestry
and promoting voluntary forestry certification within the Russia/China timber
trade in areas in the border region.
See details:
www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/forests/projects/ikea/eng

Earth Keppers 2011: Abdrazyakov Timur • Abibulaev Evgeniy • Abramov Mikhail • Abramova Irina • Abramova Vera • Abrosimova Elena • Abyasov Ramil'

Adzerikho Nikita • Afanas'eva Anna • Agamirov Arkadiy • Akimov Igor' • Akimov Ruslan • Akovetskaya Irina • Aksenova Natal'ya • Akulova Anastasiya • Alekhina
Ekaterina • Aleksandrov Vladimir • Aleksandrova Margarita • Alekseev Anton • Alekseev Il'ya • Alekseev Sergey • Alekseeva Evgeniya • Alekseytseva Anna
Alekseyuk Natal'ya • Aleshina Larisa • Aleshina Natal'ya • Aleshina Ol'ga • Aleshintsev Evgeniy • Al'mukhametov Vasil' • Ametistova Lyudmila • Amutnykh Nikolay
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CONSERVATION OF FORESTS

A NATIONAL
FOREST
POLICY
WILL BE FORMULATED

>>> One of WWF’s goals is to conserve high value
forests in Russia by changing the forest management
model from extensive (ie. when new virgin forest
areas are being clear-cut) to efficient (ie. when correct management allows for the sustainable harvest
of timber from the same area over many decades).
Below are the main results of WWF’s work in 2011,
the International Year of Forests.

OVER
6 MILLION
HECTARES
OF FOREST IN RUSSIA
WERE CERTIFIED
ACCORDING TO FSC*
STANDARDS
DURING 2011

Furniture and other products
made from certified wood
are already available in some
Moscow shops.

This, one of the highest annual figures, illustrates the growth of the area of
certified forest since voluntary forest certification began in our country. The
WWF campaign promoting demand for FSC-certified products within domestic
market began 1.5 years ago. It began with Moscow-based companies and paper
consumers, but nowadays one can already talk about developing demand within an nationwide Russian market. Shops now sell office paper (this comprises
half of all FSC-certified products in Russia), paper bags and other packaging,
furniture, parquet, doors, window frames, wooden houses and other products
made from certified wood. There are now printing companies in Moscow using
FSC-certified paper to print books and brochures and certification of newspaper printing companies has already started.
Upon completion of the first phase of the FSC-campaign, WWF ran a survey
amongst corporate paper consumers in Moscow and Moscow Province. Although only 7% of respondents knew what certification of responsible forest
management means and recognised the FSC logo, this is an important step
forward as, when the campaign started, this figure was close to zero.
See details: www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/forests/certify/eng
* FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) is an international organisation that developed a system to certify environmentally- and socially-responsible forest management. An FSC logo on timber or wood products shows that it comes from a forest
that has been managed responsibly.
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Anan'eva Nadezhda • Anan'eva Olesya • Andreev Anton • Andreeva Alla • Andreeva-Kartasheva Anna • Andrianov Dmitriy • Andrianova Elena • Andrianova
Margarita • Andryushhak Irina • Andryushhenko Yuriy • Anikeeva Irina • Anikeeva Yuliya • Anisimov Igor' • Anisimov Mikhail • Annenkov Vladimir • Apraksina
Irina • Aref'ev Anton • Arkhipova Evgeniya • Arshteyn Remma • Artamonova Tat'yana • Artsinovich Denis • Artsybashev Aleksandr • Artyukhov Dmitriy
Arzhanova Natal'ya • Asadov Aleksandr • Asadov Rufat • Ashikhmina Natal'ya • Asyanin Aleksey • Aver'yanov Pavel • Avrakhov Evgeniy • Azarova Galina
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Unique forest ecosystems in the
Russian Caucasus are highly
vulnerable, so that even small human
impacts can do irreparable damage.

WWF promotes voluntary forest
certification in the Caucasus.

After studying the situation in the region, WWF identified the reasons that
hamper the development of FSC-certification in the Caucasus, these largely
being the same as elsewhere in Russia. Among the reasons are inefficient forest management practices, illegal logging, insufficient funding, limited level of
forestry education and low salaries. At the same time, WWF pointed out the
fact that wood processing in the region is well-developed in that medium- and
small-sized companies produce modern products that are in demand on the
market and that these companies are willing to conduct their business in a
responsible manner. Local communities and NGOs that are not indifferent to
what the future of the forest is are also becoming active and are prepared to
participate in the process of forest management certification. In addition, top
managers within forestry recognise the problems that their sector faces and are
prepared to make changes.
The WWF project in Adygeya Republic will become a model to follow for other
regions in Russia where the situation existing within forestry is equally problematic.

78 RUSSIAN
REGIONS
TOOK PART
IN THE FOREST
MANAGEMENT
RATING

WWF conducted this rating for the second time in
partnership with the National Rating Agency (NRA)
and with support from the Federal Forestry Agency.
The rating’s methodology was developed with the active participation of representatives from other NGOs, forest sector authorities, forest science and forestry business. The rating allows for forest management to be assessed using
not only traditional indicators of economic efficiency of resource use but also
conservation and reproduction of forest, fire prevention, development of protected areas, etc. Many of the WWF rating criteria were used in the Rosleskhoz
methodology to assess how effectively regional authorities carry out the forest
management responsibilities which have been delegated to them from the
federal level. WWF is hoping that the assessment’s results will help provincial
governors and the President and Government of Russia to identify problems
within certain areas of the forestry sector.

Aznavuryan Alla • Babicheva Elena • Babkin Yaroslav • Babkina Mariya • Badenkova Nadezhda • Bagdasarova Karina • Bagrov Vladimir • Baisheva Lena
Balabina Svetlana • Balaeva Alina • Bantikova Anna • Barannikova Margarita • Baranov Il'ya • Baranov Viktor • Barino Tat'yana • Barinov Dmitriy • Barsola Ivan
Bashlykova Tat'yana • Basistov Aleksey • Batyukhnov Aleksandr • Baybus Mariya • Bedin Mikhail • Bedina Tat'yana • Bek Mikhail • Belaya Nadezhda • Belkina
Ol'ga • Bel'makova Elena • Beloborodov Pavel • Belostotskiy Sergey • Belousova Ekaterina • Belousova Ul'yana • Belov Anton • Belov Nikolay • Belova Elena
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CONSERVATION OF FORESTS

The Novoprokhladnenskoe Forest Management
Unit was chosen by WWF and the Forestry Department of Adygeya Republic to become a pilot area
for this project. Implementation of a new approach
for Russia of introducing forest management
certification step by step will be attempted here. Importantly, the Caucasus is
the only region within Russia where voluntary forest management certification
does not yet exist.

© ANDREY SHCHEGOLEV / WWF-RUSSIA

More and more Russian
universities that offer forestry
degrees incorporate a course
on sustainable forestry within
their curricula.

¼ OF THOSE
RUSSIAN UNIVERSITIES
OFFERING FORESTRY
DEGREES INCORPORATED A COURSE ON
SUSTAINABLE FOREST
MANAGEMENT WITHIN
THEIR CURRICULA
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A course in sustainable forest management
developed with WWF assistance was recognised
by Russian universities.
During 2011, one quarter of those Russian universities offering forestry degrees
incorporated a course on sustainable forest management within their curricula.
The course is taught using as the base the manual that was published by WWF
in partnership with IKEA. Considering that world markets are becoming more
environmentally aware, voluntary forestry certification is developing and international regulations aimed at curbing illegal timber trade are becoming more
rigid, the shortage of professionals who are competent in sustainable management is becoming more and more critical in Russia. The new course and the
manual published by WWF aim to help address this problem.

Belozerov Boris • Belyaev Aleksandr • Belyaev Evgeniy • Belyaeva Dar'ya • Belyaeva Dar'ya • Belyak Anastasiya • Belyakin Daniil • Belyavskaya Elena • Beresnev
Aleksandr • Berezin Konstantin • Berezka Mikhail • Bersenev Evgeniy • Bezgina Mariya • Bil'zho Andrey • Birulin Vasiliy • Biryukov Aleksandr • Biryukov Andrey
Blinova Yuliya • Bliznyuk Andrey • Bobrova Anastasiya • Bocharov Maksim • Bogdanov Nikolay • Bogdanova Galina • Bogdanovskiy Dmitriy • Bogutskaya
Evgeniya • Boldyreva Nataliya • Bondareva Anastasiya • Borisenko Inna • Borisov Maksim • Borisova Tat'yana • Borovik Mariya • Borshhevskiy Dmitriy

© KONSTANTIN MIKHAILOV

RESCUING
THE «RUSSIAN
AMAZON»
In the unique pine-broadleaved forests of the Bikin River basin,
the river that is rightly called the “Russian Amazon”, WWF together with the Tiger indigenous minority community launched
a conservation project that has no parallel within Russia. Up
until now, in order to protect a tract of forest from logging, it
had to be proclaimed a protected area. In this particular case,
WWF proposed not only to carry on with certain economic uses,
but also to gain some revenue from conserving the forest.

>>>
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ON THE MAP
OF RUSSIA
>>>

500,000
HECTARES
OF FOREST IN THE BIKIN
RIVER BASIN RECEIVED
PROTECTION STATUS

PRIMORSKY
PROVINCE

>>> The forests in the Bikin River basin are invaluable in that they provide a home for many animals,
including the Amur tiger, and supply local communities with pine nuts, medicinal plants and
other forest products. During the first phase of the
project, therefore, the Tiger Community was given
461,154 hectares of the intact forest to lease over 49
years in order for it to harvest pine nuts, Siberian
ginseng, ferns, mushrooms and berries and to undertake sanitary cutting. The project is funded by
the Government of Germany as part of the International Climate Initiative.
Bikin forests absorb large quantities of carbon dioxide (CO2) from the atmosphere, thereby performing an important function of reducing CO2 concentration on the planet. It has been calculated that the biomass of this particular
ecosystem annually prevents the emission of 850,000 tonnes of CO2! When
a forest is cut, most of the wood and other forest biomass rots or is burnt, so
releasing massive amounts of CO2, the principal greenhouse gas responsible
for the present-day climate change. Giving up logging allows one to avoid CO2
emissions and to receive CO2 emission certificates. These certificates can then
be traded with foreign partners who can buy them to save on reducing emissions in their own countries. This is why the second phase of the project during
2011-2012 is based on the Kyoto Protocol, an international agreement aimed at
encouraging reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. Funds obtained through
this scheme will be spent on the conservation of pine-broadleaved forests in
the Bikin River basin and include covering the long-term rental of the pine nut
harvesting area, combating poaching and wildfires, developing the capacity to
harvest and process non-timber forest products and supporting the traditional
way of life of local indigenous minorities.
During summer 2011, however, the world’s largest tract of intact pine-broadleaved forest came under threat from logging when Les Export ZAO planned
to use Bikin timber to make three-layered parquet flooring. In response, WWF
removed Les Export from the Association of Environmentally Responsible
Timber Producers of Russia and launched the Saving Russian Amazon River
public campaign. No fewer than 28,000 people signed WWF’s appeal calling
on Prime Minister Vladimir Putin to ban logging in the Bikin forests. Hearty
thanks to everyone who supported this cause!
Your voice was heard and the destiny of Bikin forests was discussed at highest
level during a special meeting chaired by Vice Prime Minister Victor Zubkov.
As a result, Les Export was prevented from leasing new timberland areas in the

Earth Keppers 2011: Bortsov Aleksey • Boryslavskaya Svetlana • Bova Valeriy • Bratkina Tat'yana • Bratkova Svetlana • Bronnikov Egor • Bryukhov Vasiliy
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Budanov Evgeniy • Bulatova Svetlana • Bulgakov Nikolay • Bulycheva Dar'ya • Buniatyan Tigran • Buravleva Elena • Burlakov Dmitriy • Bururuev Aleksey
Butenko Ekaterina • Buzyatov Oleg • Byuttner Ol'ga • Chanyshev Arseniy • Chaplygina Ol'ga • Charkina Elena • Chaus Svetlana • Chayka Igor' • Cheptsova Mariya
Cherkasov Mikhail • Chernenko Elena • Chernenko Irina • Chernov Andrey • Chernov Igor' • Chernyak Leonid • Chernyshenko Oksana • Chernyshov Vladimir

HEARTY
THANKS
TO EVERYONE WHO
SUPPORTED
THIS CAUSE!

Bikin catchment area. It was also proposed that Les Export surrender existing
leases in the region and receive logging leases in different locations as a form
of compensation. To help resolve this issue, a working group was established
that comprises the Vice Governor of Primorsky Province and representatives
from Les Export, WWF and the Federal Service for Supervision over Natural
Resource Use (Rosprirodnadzor).
To avoid similar conflicts arising in the future, WWF suggested that forestry
legislation be amended in order to limit commercial logging in pine-nut harvesting areas and in riparian forests located alongside spawning grounds. This
joint proposal by WWF and the Federal Forestry Service was supported by all
participants at the meeting.
See details:
www.wwf.ru/about/where_we_work/dvo/forests/nutprodrent/eng

Chestin Igor' • Chibashova Nataliya • Chibir'kov Il'ya • Chistyakova Vera • Chubiy Vitaliy • Chugunov Denis • Chumachenko Mariya • Chumanova Evgeniya
Dadasheva Elena • Danilova Tat'yana • Danilychev Sergey • Dariy Sergey • Darman Yuriy • Dashevskiy Oleg • Demakova Ol'ga • Demidenko Ol'ga • Demidov
Aleksey • Demidova Ol'ga • Demidova-Kiraz Tat'yana • Dem'yanenko Mariya • Dem'yanov Pavel • Denisov Stanislav • Denisova Mariya • Derkacheva Aleksandra
Dianov Vitaliy • Didenko Feliks • Dmitrieva Irina • Dobashina Evgeniya • Dobretsov Oleg • Dogoda Konstantin • Dokuchaeva Nataliya • Dolganova Anastasiya
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© DMITRY KUCHMA / WWF-RUSSIA

A public demonstration in the
town of Luchegorsk in Primorsky
Province – more than 700 people
protested against logging in the
Bikin forests.

© VALERY MALEEV

LEOPARDS
RESPOND
TO OUR CARE
Volunteers planted 576,000 Korean pine seedlings within Leopard Land in Primorsky Province. The WWF-Russia and Citibank
joint campaign Plant a Forest for Leopards became the largest
forest restoration undertaking within the habitat of the world’s
rarest big cat, the Amur leopard. Within Leopardovy Federal
Nature Refuge, anti-poaching patrols are now conducted on a
regular basis, alongside several fire-prevention activities.

>>>

ON THE MAP
OF RUSSIA
>>>

PRIMORSKY
PROVINCE

© WWF-RUSSIA

Beginning on 30 April 2011, volunteers from the cities of Vladivostok and Ussuriisk, as well as residents of Khasansky District, donned their field clothes
and went out into the forest carrying large bags of Korean pine seedlings. The
Forestry Institute of the Primorsky State Agricultural Academy became WWF’s
principal partner in this campaign. Planting was carried out every day regardless
of rain or heat. Planting seedlings in the forest was not an easy job as one had to
climb up hills to avoid thick bush and lianas, fallen trees and swampy ground.
But everyone knew that seedlings would be safely protected by tall trees from
both direct sunlight and frost. Planting will continue next spring.
To help protect the Amur leopard in the Leopardovy Federal Nature Refuge (recently placed under the jurisdiction of the Kedrovaya Pad Nature Reserve) and
with financial support from WWF and other conservation NGOs, anti-poaching
patrols were undertaken on a regular basis and fire-prevention and fire-fighting
activities were organized and carried out.

CAMERAS
CAPTURED

FOUR
«NEW»
LEOPARDS

WWF took an active role in preparing the documentation necessary for the establishment
of the Leopard Land National Park and in organizing and conducting public hearings held
on this issue. The leopards were not slow in responding to such attention. The results of
monitoring conducted by WWF and the Institute of Sustainable Nature Management
using automatic still cameras in the southern sampling area were surprising. During all
previous years, cameras here would ‘capture’ an average of 7-9 individuals annually. In
2011, however, photo monitoring resulted in a record figure and nowadays it is known
that 12 animals live in this area. Of great interest is the fact that the cameras captured 8
leopards that had been photographed in previous years, meaning that all the individual
leopards known from 2009 are still alive and live here! Furthermore, for the first time,
a female leopard with a cub and a pair of leopards were photographed. Consolidation of
isolated protected areas into one large national park, a concept that WWF has been pursuing for the last 13 years, was therefore the right step to take. All that has to be done now is
to finalize it. Furthermore, for the first time, four «new» leopards, a female leopard with a
cub and a pair of leopards were photographed. Consolidation of isolated protected areas
into one large national park, a concept that WWF has been pursuing for the last 13 years,
was therefore the right step to take. All that has to be done now is to finalize it.

Earth Keppers 2011: Dolgiy Mikhail • Dolmatov Daniil • Dolmatov Denis • Dolmatova Ol'ga • Dorogan' Alena • Dorokhov Andrey • Doronchenkov Konstantin
Doroshuk Alina • Doshlygin Dmitriy • Dovbysh Irina • Drobchik Sergey • Drozdov Nikolay • Druzhinin Aleksey • Drygina Irina • Dubkov Mikhail • Dunaev
Aleksandr • Dvornikov Konstantin • Dvornikova Tat'yana • Dymov Aleksandr • Dymov Vadim • Dyuzheva Anna • Dyuzheva Ol'ga • Dzhanashvili Angelina • Efimov
Artem • Efremova Tat'yana • Egorkina Elena • Egorov Aleksey • Egorov Evgeniy • Egorova Ol'ga • Ekaterininskaya Elena • Elagina Elena • Eliseev Evgeniy
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

>>> The idea of planting 1,000,000 Korean pine trees
within Leopard Land united 820 volunteers of various ages and professions.

© YURY DARMAN / WWF-RUSSIA
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AMUR PROVINCE
COMPLETED
THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A PROTECTED
AREA NETWORK

ZABAIKALSKY
PROVINCE

AMUR
PROVINCE

Amur Province completed the establishment of a protected area network after having placed 50% more of
its land under protection than it committed to back in
1998 under the Gifts to the Earth WWF International
Programme.
Oleg Kozhemyako, Governor of Amur Province, was awarded WWF’s Earth
Keeper certificate on 26 May in Blagoveshensk for completing the establishment
of a protected area network in the Province.
Two regional programmes, namely the Plan for Regional Protected Areas Development in Amur Province and Improving the Conditions for the Functioning of
Amur Regional Protected Area System and Wildlife Protection for the Period of
2009-2011 provincial special-purpose programme, were implemented successfully. This was thanks to the effective cooperation between the Administration for the
Protection, Control and Management of Wildlife and its Habitats and the Directorate for Wildlife Conservation and Protected Areas with support given by WWF.
New wildlife refuges were created covering a total area of 2,100,000 hectares. To
support conservation activities in these new protected areas, three UAZ vehicles
were purchased for the Directorate for Wildlife Conservation and Protected
Areas by WWF.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8392

The newly-established Valley of Dzeren Federal Wildlife Refuge enables antelope to migrate freely between
Russia and Mongolia.
The creation of a new wildlife refuge with a total area of 213,838 hectares was
initiated by the Daursky Nature Reserve, WWF and the UNDP/GEF project. This
event became one of the most important milestones in the development of the
Russia-Mongolia-China Dauria International Protected Area.

© WWF-RUSSIA

The preparatory work for establishing the new wildlife refuge began as early as
2008 with support from WWF and UNEP/GEF. Whilst escaping from wildfires
and a serious drought, many thousands of Mongolian gazelle moved from Mongolia to Russia. The border fortifications, however, proved to be a deadly barrier to the antelope by preventing them from freely entering Russian territory.
A rescue operation that was jointly conducted by the Daursky Nature Reserve
staff and the border guards and was supported by WWF helped prevent many
animals from dying. About 2,000 gazelle then stayed on within Russia. Some
of them found shelter within the nature reserve, while others settled on unprotected land where this endangered species came under threat from poachers.
Nowadays, however, this part of the herd is also enjoying effective protection.
Ravil Geniatulin, Governor of Zabaikalsky Province, signed decrees proclaiming
two more regional nature sanctuaries, namely the Relict Oaks and Semenovsky
Sanctuaries.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8392
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Elsukova Yuliya • Emel'yanova Anna • Eremin Aleksey • Ermachenkov Igor' • Ermakova Anna • Ermilova Valeriya • Erokhina Ol'ga • Erzhov Vladimir • Evina Anna
Evsey Aleksandr • Ezhova Elena • Fabrichnikov Evgeniy • Farafonova Elena • Fateev Aleksandr • Fateev Il'ya • Fateev Yuriy • Fedorov Mikhail • Fedorov Vitaliy
Fedorov Yuriy • Fedorovskaya Lyudmila • Fedotova Elena • Fedotova Svetlana • Fenchuk Mikhail • Feofanova Nataliya • Feoktistova Tat'yana • Filatov Aleksandr
Filatova Mariya • Filatova Yuliya • Filatova-Gomoki Viktoriya • Filimonova Elena • Filippova Margarita • Filippova Natal'ya • Firsov Sergey • Firsova Elena

© WIM VAN PASSEL / WWF-CANON

WWF
IN THE ARCTIC
During autumn 2011, Arctic sea ice shrunk in size to its minimum extent and volume, so leaving the Northern Sea Route
ice-free. This fact is contributing to accelerated plans to exploit
Arctic resources, though some projects, including oil and gas
development and navigation, are already being implemented.
Therefore, real threats to the fragile Arctic ecosystem are becoming more and more prevalent. WWF promotes the concept
of integrated marine management in the Arctic, an ecosystembased approach to spatial planning and the introduction of
special regulation of economic activities in the Arctic. WWF also
calls upon the Russian Government to take a leading role in the
conservation of the Arctic and to set an example for other polar
countries to follow.
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SATELLITE IMAGERY –
A REAL BREAKTHROUGH
FOR ATLANTIC WALRUS
RESEARCH IN THE
BARENTS SEA

BARENTS
SEA

International Walrus Day, initiated by WWF and the
Marine Mammals Council, was celebrated for the first
time in 2008. On this day on 24 November 2011, experts came together to review the results of walrus
research and conservation obtained over the past year,
to assess new threats on walrus habitat from development projects and to discuss using monitoring from
space as a new tool in walrus conservation.
WWF, together with the Marine Mammals Council and ScanEx Research and
Development Center, began a project on satellite monitoring of Atlantic walrus.
Images received during summer 2011 made it possible to determine the distribution and number of walruses in coastal rookeries. For example, on Matveev
Island, part of the Nenetsky Nature Reserve, a rookery of 200 individuals was
found, while on the coast of the Lyamchin Peninsula, a rookery numbering 400
walruses was located.
Successful detection of walruses using space technology, combined with onthe-ground research, will allow WWF and other conservation and research
organisations to more rapidly collect baseline data on this protected species.
Such information will help in the development of planning measures for walrus
conservation at a time of rapidly increasing economic development within the region. Valuable experience obtained in the detection of walrus congregations using satellite imagery can be successfully used in the monitoring of other species.
Based on the success of the first pilot project, it is planned during 2012 to intensify and extend the area of walrus satellite monitoring across the whole of the
Russian Arctic and to incorporate the Barents, Kara, Laptev and East Siberian
Seas. In a year’s time and by the next International Walrus Day on 24 November
2012, WWF plans to produce a map of walrus rookeries in the Russian Arctic
and to restore the legal status of protection zones, not only for the walrus, but
also for other marine mammals.

WWF took an active role in preparing a new legallybinding agreement on international cooperation in
response to oil spills.
2011 became a turning point in the work of the Arctic Council that unites polar
countries. This body was established to facilitate cooperation in environmental
protection and to ensure only sustainable development takes place in the Arctic.
The Declaration that was signed by the various ministers of foreign affairs of the
member states of the Arctic Council incorporated almost all of WWF’s proposals
concerning management principles in this vulnerable Ecoregion.
Development of a new international agreement on oil spill preparedness and response began and a task force to draw up recommendations on ecosystem-based
management in the Arctic was established.
Earth Keppers 2011: Firsova Inna • Fisun Aleksey • Fokina Yuliya • Fomchenkov Aleksey • Fortova Lyubov' • Freydina Marina • Friling Maksim • Frolova Mona
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Fursova Anastasiya • Gaeva Yuliya • Gafin Aleksandr • Gagarin Aleksandr • Galitsin Viktor • Gal'perin Yakov • Gamper Yuliya • Garkusha Ol'ga • Garmash Yuliana
Gatina Gul'nara • Gavril'chak Andrey • Gazizova Natal'ya • Gerasimov Sergey • Geras'kin Vitaliy • Gershanovich Vladislav • Gershenzon Ol'ga • Gil'fanova Anna
Gimadutdinov Ayrat • Gimmer Aleksandr • Givental' Elena • Glazyrin Aleksey • Glotova Tat'yana • Glukhova Oksana • Glushinskiy Sergey • Godgel'f Anna

© BELLONA

Shtokman Development AG supported the idea of creating a compensation protected area.
This would allow for the conservation of rare species that might be affected during construction of the gas pipeline that forms part of the Shtokman project. The
idea of creating a compensation protected area was proposed by WWF and the
Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center. If an ecosystem is being damaged in one
location, then a nearby area where nature is fully protected from any adverse impact should be set aside. In this instance, some rare plant species are threatened
by the construction of the pipeline and other related infrastructure.

THE PROPORTION
OF PROTECTED AREAS
IN MURMANSK
PROVINCE WILL

INCREASE
TO ALMOST
17%

Russia has very little experience in creating compensation protected areas. This
is why such an example of symbiosis between economic and conservation goals
is very important. In this particular case, a protected area is planned to be established in Voron’ya Bay located along the north-eastern shore of the Barents Sea.
This is the aim of a programme that has been prepared with WWF
support and approved by the Murmansk Provincial Government in
2011 addressing the development and management of a protected
area network in the Province. Implementing this programme will enable
the Province to regain a leading position in conservation as, at present, none
of the provinces in north-western Russia has a similar strategy. According to
research initiated by WWF and the Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center, over
50% of rare and endangered plant and animal species within the region are not
at present protected in any way.

>>>
Gol'denberg Aleksandr • Goldshteyn Bit • Golovacheva Elena • Golovanov Dmitriy • Golovicher Ol'ga • Golovin Aleksandr • Gol'tsov Dmitriy • Golubev Ivan
Golyshev Maksim • Goncharov Andrey • Goncharova Elena • Gonobobleva Nataliya • Gopius Kirill • Gorbunenko Petr • Gorbunova Larisa • Gordeeva Irina
Gordienko Mariya • Gornostaev Nikolay • Gorodiskiy Yaroslav • Goroshkina Oksana • Gorozhankin Vyacheslav • Gorshkova Natal'ya • Goryunova Irina • Grankina
Ekaterina • Grebesheva Natal'ya • Grigor'ev Aleksandr • Grigor'ev Leonid • Grigor'ev Leonid • Grishin Kirill • Gritsina Aleksey • Grivtsov Aleksandr
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WWF IN THE ARCTIC

These actions have been well-timed. Within Russia in 2011, an oil drilling rig was
moored in the Prirazlomnoe oilfield and a strategic partnership on the development of arctic shelf resources was established between Rosneft and ExxonMobil.
WWF is convinced that environmentally responsible policies of oil companies
together with adequate national and international legislation will help to protect
Arctic ecosystems from irresponsible development and to prevent industrial accidents from occurring.

THE LAPLAND FOREST
REGIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE IS THE LARGEST
OF ALL FOREST
PROTECTED AREAS
ESTABLISHED
IN NORTH-WESTERN
RUSSIA DURING
THE LAST 10 YEARS

Stone Town Nature Monument,
Nenets Autonomous Region.

In 2011 and with WWF support, the Lapland Forest Regional Wildlife Refuge
was created. This is the largest of all forest protected areas established in northwestern Russia during the last 10 years. Its main purpose is to protect the natural
habitats, such as forest, mountain tundra, wetlands and rivers, of rare Arctic
birds.

Supported by WWF, the Kamenny Gorod (Stone
Town) Nature Monument with a total area of 4,857.71
hectares was established in the Nenets Autonomous
Region. Ecologists are concerned about increasing levels of mining in the
Nenets Autonomous Region, especially as the proportion of protected areas that
compensates adverse human impacts is very low, being only 4.5% of the Autonomous Region’s total area.
With WWF assistance, an expedition to this remote region of the northern Timan mountain range was organized and an ecological survey of the area conducted. This is a very interesting area with a rich natural and cultural heritage.
It is home to 126 vertebrate species, 17 of them listed in the Red Data Books of
Russia and the Nenets Autonomous Region. Many high value and rare fish species, such as salmon, brown trout and arctic loach, breed in the Belaya River. The
newly-established nature monument will also protect a population of reindeer
whose status has been of concern to researchers for a number of years.

© OLGA LAVRINENKO
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Grushovskiy Yuriy • Gruzdeva Tat'yana • Gryadovkin Aleksey • Guglya Il'ya • Gulaeva Anna • Gusakov Nikita • Gusarov Roman • Gusev Danil • Guseva Yuliya
Guz A. • Ignat'ev Vladimir • Ignat'eva Mariya • Il'ichev Aleksey • Il'in Konstantin • Il'ina Ekaterina • Ishhenko Natal'ya • Ivanov Aleksey • Ivanov Aleksey • Ivanov
Pavel • Ivanova Anna A. • Ivanova Anna G. • Ivanova L. • Ivanova Lyudmila • Ivanova Svetlana • Ivashintsova Valentina • Ivashkin Aleksey • Izmaylova Ekaterina
Jedel'man Leonid • Jelias Viktoriya • Jemdina Ekaterina • Jemm Yuliya • Kabanova Elena • Kalinina Lana • Kalugina Natal'ya • Kalugina Tat'yana

A Polar Bear Patrol team
on the ice in Kolyma Bay.

BETWEEN
20 AND 80
POLAR
BEARS
ARE HUNTED
ANNUALLY ALONG
THE EASTERN SECTION
OF THE ARCTIC COAST
OF CHUKOTKA

From late-March to early-May on the Arctic coast of Russia, WWF’s Polar Bear
Patrol undertakes the traditional campaign called the Spring Track. At this
time of year, polar bears along the coast are very vulnerable, especially female
bears with cubs. While in their dens and immediately after leaving them,
female bears lose a considerable amount of weight. To replenish their energy
reserves, the bears search for food around settlements and so become easy
targets for poachers.
The Polar Bear Patrol was set up by WWF to help protect the polar bear in the
Russian Arctic. Supported by WWF, local volunteers check the area around their
settlements during the bear migration period and the time when cubs and female
bears emerge from their dens. Patrol teams also combat poachers, check on the
status of populations, protect walrus rookeries and help raise and promote environmental awareness.
In 2011, the Polar Bear Patrol sighted only a few bears along the western coast of
Chukotka. The situation was a little better in the east, where bears were spotted
on the Bering Sea coast close to whale and walrus carcasses. The largest ‘catch’
was in the border area between Chukotka and Yakutia where patrol teams found
no fewer than 19 dens and the footprints of 25 cubs.
See details:
www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8378
www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/species/polarbear/eng

During spring 2011, WWF, together with the Chukotka
Association of Traditional Marine Mammal Hunters,
conducted a survey among residents of coastal villages
to find out their stance on the hunting of polar bears.
In total, 84 local residents (including 43 professional hunters) from eight villages
were interviewed on their attitude towards the hunting of polar bears and on
the Russian-American agreement on introducing polar bear hunting quotas for
aboriginal people in Chukotka and Alaska. According to the survey’s results, in
the most recent years between 20 and 80 polar bears are hunted annually – this
figure is at least half that recorded during the 1990s. Over 70% of bears are shot
for food, while another 15% are hunted for their skins which are then sold.
WWF will use information collected during the survey to assess the scale of illegal hunting of polar bears in Russia and to develop mechanisms to reduce it.

Kalyapina Elena • Kamardina Anna • Kamenev Aleksandr • Kamynin Mikhail • Kapatsinskaya Natal'ya • Kapatsinskiy Mikhail • Kapranov Aleksey • Kapustin
Vladimir • Karaban' Anton • Karaev Nemat • Karakutsev Sergey • Karasev Boris • Karavaev Aleksandr • Karchemkin Aleksey • Kareva Kseniya • Karkacheva
Natal'ya • Karpov Igor' • Karpukhin Aleksandr • Kartashova Ol'ga • Kashlakov Kirill • Kasimov Ali • Kataev Maksim • Katalevskaya Marina • Kazachenkov Andrey
Kazachenkova Arina • Kazachenkova Mariya • Kazachenkova Ul'yana • Kazakova Aleksandra • Kedrinskaya Nataliya • Kertsenbaum Kirill • Kezhkovski Tomash
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During spring 2011, more than 40
individuals from 14 settlements
and four research stations observed the migration of polar bears
across the vast expanse of coastline
between the mouth of the Indigirka River in the west and the Bering
Strait in the east.

ON THE MAP
OF RUSSIA
>>>

CHUKOTKA
AUTONOMOUS
REGION

Supported by WWF, scientists developed a programme for monitoring
the Russian population of the Pacific walrus. The programme was approved
by the Chukotka branch of the Pacific Research Center for Fisheries. Monitoring will
include annual field surveys of coastal rookeries and satellite tracking, as well as an
aerial census conducted once every few years across the whole walrus range.
If pilot censuses conducted by WWF using satellite imagery prove successful, full
censuses can be conducted from time to time instead of costly aerial censuses. The
Pacific walrus monitoring programme allows for the participation of aboriginal Chukotka people and, in particular, of hunters observing the coastal rookeries and the
movement of walruses. All these will allow regular collection of data on the population number, distribution and breeding of the Pacific walrus and thereby help to
ensure the conservation of its population in this region.

THE ARCTIC
ATLAS
WAS THE MOST
POPULAR WWF
PUBLICATION
IN 2011
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The Atlas of Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity of
the Russian Arctic became the most in-demand publication of WWF-Russia in 2011.
The Atlas was a joint production with the Lomonosov Moscow State University
and was prepared by scientists from leading research institutes and experts from
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and the Russian Federal
Agency for Fisheries. Amongst other things, the Atlas provides information on
federal and regional protected areas in the coastal zone of the Russian Arctic,
presents maps of biogeographical subdivision and gives data on marine and
coastal plant and animal species diversity. This publication can be very useful for planning conservation activities in the Russian Arctic in the present-day
situation of climate change and rapidly increasing economic development. The
Atlas is actively used by government bodies and received very good reviews from
within the Russian scientific and business communities.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/publ/book/eng/500

Kezhkovski Yan • Khalikov Ravshan • Khalkina Elena • Khamidulina Irina • Khanaeva Anzhelika • Khanyutina Elena • Kharchenko Evgeniya • Kharchenko Stanislav
Khar'kova Irina • Khayns Dzhonatan • Khludova Ol'ga • Khomyakova Viktoriya • Khorobrykh Mikhail • Khotina Mariya • Khozyainova Irina • Khromchenko
Georgiy • Khromova Elena • Khryukin Nikita • Khubutiya Mikhail • Khudyakova Svetlana • Khuras'kina Anna • Kh'yulett Linn • Kim Elena • Kirichenko Valeriy
Kirienko Mariya • Kirpishhikov Yuriy • Kiselev Stanislav • Kiseleva Ekaterina • Kitaeva Marina • Kitashova Aleksandra • Kival Aleksandr • Klark Khizer

© WWW.SXC.HU

VOTE WITH
YOUR FORK!
Can anyone, a simple buyer of seafood, help save the world’s
fish resources? WWF experts say “Yes!” One definitely can and
it is not necessary to set up an environmental movement or
take part in demonstrations. The easiest thing to do is to make a
responsible choice with regard to the seafood you buy. In other
words, do not contribute to the demand for produce deriving
from those species whose populations are in decline, or to any
harvest of them that does damage to the environment and do
not financially support environmentally-irresponsible companies and poachers.

>>>
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MAKING
A RESPONSIBLE CHOICE
WHEN BUYING FISH
WILL HELP CONSERVE
NATURE

>>> In 2011, WWF-Russia published a pocket-size
booklet entitled: Do you know what you buy? Environmental guidelines for consumers and sellers of
seafood. The booklet’s main aim is to help consumers distinguish between sea food species that are
environmentally responsible to eat and other species.
If the colour of the booklet’s page is yellow or red, one has to think twice. If the
colour is green, the seafood and products made from it are okay to buy as the
species involved would most likely be harvested whilst meeting the requirements of sustainable fisheries. The green category lists such species as anchovies, hunchback salmon, pollock, capelin, saffron cod, blue whiting, coalfish
and cod. One has to be very careful buying yellow category species, such as
lancet fish, Siberian salmon, grenadier, lamprey, sturgeon and hake. With red
category species, it is not advisable to buy sea food that includes, amongst
others, rockfish, Kamchatka crab, Antarctic toothfish, tiger prawn and, in a
number of cases, Atlantic salmon and tuna.
These recommendations are based on serious considerations. For instance,
WWF experts took into account where a fish comes from, studied statistics
obtained from customs agencies, assessed the state of fish resources and took
into consideration the impact that fishery equipment has on the environment.
The new booklet will also help readers to understand the names of fish used
in trading. For example, with the tuna, fishing of yellowfin tuna is sustainable
and certified by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), while the Mediterranean bluefin tuna is on the verge of extinction. By buying sushi made from the
latter, one contributes to the extermination of one of the world’s most beautiful
fish. Sometimes, fish species are sold under different names and fish harvested
by poachers is mixed in with those that have been legally harvested. WWF’s
proposal to combat illegal harvesting and to introduce legislative and practical
instruments that allow seafood to be traced from origin along the whole supply
chain (ie. from boat to mouth) was supported by the Public Council of the Russian Federal Agency for Fisheries, as well as by environmentally-responsible
fishing and fish processing companies.
The Russian market cannot yet be considered as being sensitive to the environment. However, there has been a certain amount of progress in this regard.
The main thing to remember is that making a responsible choice
when buying fish, regardless as to how insignificant it might seem to
be at the time, is very important to the environment.

Earth Keppers 2011: Klimov German • Kochergin Aleksandr • Kochkarova Rimma • Kochneva Elena • Kochurov Kirill • Kolechkina Natal'ya • Kolesnik Fedosiy
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Kolesnikova Mariya • Kolesov Sergey • Kolobaeva Elena • Kolodyazhnaya Yuliya • Kolomenskaya Elena • Kolomiets Mikhail • Kolosov Denis • Kolosov Nikolay
Kolosova Roksana • Kolosova Tat'yana • Komarov Valeriy • Komarova Viktoriya • Komarova Yuliya • Komolov Anton • Kondakova Anna • Kondratenko Galina
Kononenko Inna • Konorova Aleksandra • Konstantinova Elena • Konyukhov Aleksey • Kopaneva Elena • Kopenkina Oksana • Kopylova Natal'ya • Korkoshko Alina

© VLADIMIR FILATKIN

The establishment of fisheries
protection zones to protect marine
biological resources assumes that not
only fishing is regulated but also other
economic uses.

For the first time in many years,
the fishing community supported
WWF’s proposal to protect from
oil pollution the most fish-abundant areas of the Barents and Ok-

hotsk Seas. Together with WWF, the Russian Association of Indigenous

FISHERMEN
SUPPORT WWF –
ALL HARVESTING
OF COD AND HADDOCK
IN THE RUSSIAN PORTION
OF THE BARENTS SEA
MUST BE CERTIFIED

The Fishermen’s Union of the North and WWF call
for the certification, according to MSC standards,
of all harvesting of cod and haddock in the Russian
portion of the Barents Sea.
A full assessment of fishing operations conducted by the Fishermen’s Union
of the North began in late-2011. If the Union receives an MSC certificate, over
50% of the Russian quota for harvesting cod and haddock in the Barents Sea
will be certified.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/9034

Kormilitsina Tat'yana • Korneeva Anna • Korolev Anton • Korolev Mikhail • Koroleva Alesya • Korol'kov Andrey • Korostyshevskaya Oksana • Korotkov Yaroslav
Korotova Elena • Koryakin Dmitriy • Kosenko Sergey • Koshechkin Dmitriy • Koshechkina Irina • Kostin Aleksey • Kostin Vasiliy • Kostomarov Sergey • Kostylev
Andrey • Kostyuchenko Yuriy • Kostyuk Galina • Kostyuk Ol'ga • Kosygin Andrey • Kotlov Kirill • Kotlyarov Sergey • Kotvanov Leonid • Kovalev Grigoriy
Kovaleva Irina • Koval'skiy Vladimir • Kozhukhova Dar'ya • Kozina Elena • Kozlov Aleksandr • Kozlov Dmitriy • Kozlov Yuriy • Kozlova Elena • Kozlova Elena
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SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

People of the North and other NGOs, the largest fishing society in Russia, the
Association of Alaska Pollock Fishermen, petitioned the President of the Russian Federation calling for the establishment of a fishery protected area on the
western Kamchatka continental shelf. Fishermen in Murmansk Province, using
information on ecological sensitiveness and productivity of coastal areas that
had been gathered by researchers on WWF’s request (including the Atlas of
Marine and Coastal Biodiversity of the Russian Arctic, see page 22), called for
oil companies and the Russian Government to avoid drilling for oil in reproduction areas for high value fish species in the Barents Sea.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/7866

© HARTMUT JUNGIUS / WWF-CANON

WWF
IN KAMCHATKA
The Kamchatka/Bering Sea Ecoregion embraces the Kamchatka
Peninsula, Chukotka, the coast of Alaska and the Aleutian and
Commander Islands, as well as the entire Bering Sea and the
Sea of Okhotsk. Its vulnerable ecosystems are currently threatened by poaching, over-harvesting of marine wildlife resources,
climate change, mining and navigating ships. Many mining and
oil/gas development projects are potentially hazardous. Since
1994, WWF has been carrying out conservation projects that
involve regional environmental NGOs, local authorities and
communities.

>>>
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OF DAMAGE INFLICTED
ON RUSSIA’S ECONOMY
BY DRIFTNET FISHING
DURING 2011

© YURI ARTYUKHIN

According to WWF’s estimation,
during 6 to7 years of driftnet
fishing by Japanese and
Russian vessels within the
Russian Exclusive Economic
Zone the Far East, approximately
15,000 marine mammals were
killed.

>>> Based on WWF information, the Russian Audit
Chamber recommended banning all large-scale driftnet fishing which causes significant damage to marine
ecosystems and Russia’s economy.
Drifting nets, also known as ‘walls of death’, are used to fish for salmon. Every year,
thousands of birds and marine mammals are killed by drift nets. In addition and
due to the fact that effective control over fishing operations does not exist, driftnet
fishermen select only sockeye salmon, the most valuable species of salmon, and
discard less valuable ones. In WWF’s estimation, during 6 to 7 years of driftnet
fishing by Japanese and Russian vessels within the Russian Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) in the Far East, more than 1.2 million seabirds, including those listed
in the Red Book, and approximately 15,000 marine mammals were killed.
Together with WWF, the Russian Audit Chamber calculated the economic
loss from driftnet fishing in the Russian EEZ during 2011. Experts believe that
driftnet fishing from just 15 vessels resulted in the killing of 100,000 seabirds.
In monetary terms, the cost of damage to the Russia’s economy amounted to
238.3 million roubles.
With assistance from WWF, experts developed
a number of recommendations for the Federal
Agency for Fisheries to reduce the destructive
impacts of driftnet fishing on marine ecosystems.
These include reducing the period allowed for fishing, shortening the length of nets and organising
independent control over fishing. WWF believes
that, if such restrictions are not introduced, largescale driftnet fishing in the Russian EEZ has to be
banned entirely in order to protect national fish
stocks and to protect Russia’s economic interests.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/eng/8478

The Public Salmon Council established with WWF
support became an authoritative advisory body to the
Kamchatka Government. The newly-established alliance comprises representatives from fisheries companies, NGOs and local administrations.
During summer and in partnership with relevant supervisory agencies, the
Council declared war on poachers and set up a telephone hotline so that members of the public could inform authorities on the locations of poacher camps.
Recommendations made by the Council have been taken into consideration
by the Provincial Ministry of Fisheries, the Regional Commission on
Fishing of Anadromous Species and other governing bodies.

>>>

Earth Keppers 2011: Kozlovskiy Anton • Koz'mina Yana • Krakhin Vitaliy • Krakhina Nataliya • Krapotkina Tat'yana • Krasikova Polina • Krasnova Svetlana
Krasovskiy Oleg • Krayneva Mariya • Krebs Dar'ya • Kretova Elena • Krever Ol'ga • Krichevskiy Daniil • Krivosheeva Irina • Krivosheina Tat'yana • Krivtsov
Aleksandr • Kruchinin Sergey • Kruglova Anna • Krukovets Inna • Krut'ko Evgeniy • Krutovertseva Ol'ga • Krylov Aleksey • Krylova Anna • Krymshamkhalova
Kornelli • Kryuchkova Yuliya • Kryzhanovskaya Ol'ga • Kuchuk Tat'yana • Kudinov Denis • Kudrin Aleksey • Kudrin Andrey • Kukunov Oleg • Kukushkina Ol'ga

27

WWF IN KAMCHATKA

238.3
MILLION
ROUBLES
–
THE ESTIMATED COST

KAMCHATKA
PROVINCE

The fishing ban that had applied to rivers in south-western Kamchatka was
subsequently extended to allow as many fish as possible to pass through whilst
on their way to their spawning grounds.

Residents of Kamchatka who took part in WWF environmental law seminars can now defend their rights
to a healthy environment and to following a traditional
lifestyle.
Within Kamchatka’s capital and some remote villages, WWF and some of
its partners conducted seminars where competent experts informed local
residents on how to take part in public discussions on environmental impact
assessments of drilling and mining projects. This helped local communities to
find and express the correct arguments in stating their positions at the public
hearing on the oil drilling project on the western Kamchatka continental shelf.
It also helped them to insist on including their arguments in the minutes of the
hearing that formed part of the documentation to be evaluated through state
environmental impact review.

WWF
SEEKS
A
BAN
ON OIL DRILLING ON THE
WESTERN KAMCHATKA
CONTINENTAL SHELF

Based on the results of the public environmental impact assessment that was carried out with WWF support, conservationists seek a ban on oil drilling on the
western Kamchatka continental shelf.
Oil extraction in this region puts at great risk the future of one third of Russia’s fish stocks. Based on the report presented by the public environmental
impact assessment, the Pervoocherednaya project was not approved by a state
environmental impact assessment. After the company subsequently ignored
the unfavourable decision and began drilling, WWF approached a number of
government bodies, including the President of the Russian Federation, demanding them to check on and halt the illegal operation. Legal proceedings
were instituted against Gazprom, the licence holder, its subsidiary Gazflot and
the operating company, ArcticMorNeftegazRazvedka.
In December 2011, the Kolskaya platform, which was used to carry out exploratory drilling for the Pervoocherednaya oil well, sank in the Sea of Okhotsk.
The tragedy caused the death of many people and irreparable damage to
marine ecosystems. WWF and other Russian environmental NGOs called for
a parliamentary inquiry to be conducted in order to identify and analyse the
causes behind the accident and also to reform the system of risk assessment
and safety measures operable within western Kamchatka continental shelf oil
development projects.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/9080
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Kuletov Timur • Kulikova Elena • Kul'kov Evgeniy • Kuper Markus • Kurasova Anna • Kurasova Svetlana • Kurganskaya Natal'ya • Kurmanin Evgeniy
Kurochkina Elena • Kurskov Dmitriy • Kurysheva Marina • Kustova Svetlana • Kutuza Nikolay • Kuvshinov Aleksandr • Kuzin Aleksey • Kuzin Vyacheslav
Kuz'menko Viktoriya • Kuznetsov Andrey • Kuznetsov Vladimir • Kuznetsova Ekaterina • Kvachenko Igor' • Kvashnin Vladimir • Kychakov Aleksandr • Kyshtymov
Yuriy • Labuzov Aleksandr • Ladur Dar'ya • Laktanova Alisa • Lapin Viktor • Lapina Larisa • Larchenko Ol'ga • Larionova Tamara • Laskin Yuriy • Laskina Ol'ga

PRODUCTIVITY
OF WEST KAMCHATKA
CONTINENTAL SHELF SEAS
IS AMONGST THE HIGHEST
IN THE WORLD

With WWF assistance, researchers drew up the biological justification for establishing a West Kamchatka
marine protected area in the Sea of Okhotsk. This will
help to protect breeding areas for the most important marine resources in the
region, such as the Kamchatka crab, salmon, Alaska pollock, herring and cod,
and also congregations of seabirds and mammals. This protected area will have
specific resource use regulations that are aimed at protecting fish stocks and
their reproduction. With the exception of fishing, other consumptive economic
activities will be prohibited. This is crucially important to both ecosystem
conservation and to the successful development of fisheries in the region and,
consequently, to raising the living standards of local communities.
See details:
www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/seas/russia/bering_sea/eng

Lavrenova Anna • Lebedenko Lyudmila • Lebedev Sergey • Lebedev Yuriy • Lebedeva-Khooft Elena • Lelyukhina Elena • Leonova Anna • Leonova Ol'ga • Leont'ev
Mikhail • Leshhev Aleksandr • Leshkinova Elena • Lesina Yuliya • Levenets Evgeniya • Levina Ol'ga • Litvinova Nataliya • Ljeyt Maykl • Lobanova Stanislava
Lobanova Vera • Lobko Olesya • Lobov Sergey • Lokotkova Elena • Loktionov Mikhail • Lomonosov Aleksey • Lopatin Nikolay • Luchezarnaya Aliya • Luchko
Nikolay • Lukashova Anna • Lukina Aleksandra • Lunin Anatoliy • Lunina Nelli • Luzhenkov Andrey • L'vov Nikolay • L'vova Nina • L'vova-Kraeva Ol'ga
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© LABORATORY FOR ALASKAN POLLOCK RESEARCH, TINRO-CENTER

About a quarter of all fish in
Russia is harvested from
the seas over the western
Kamchatka continental shelf,
while the proportion of oil
and gas resources found here
amounts to only 1-2% of all
known oil and gas reserves
in Russia.

© ALEXEY BOK

ADOPT A BISON!
During 2011, WWF completed the Adopt a Bison project which
over the last 7 years had been jointly implemented with Prioksko-Terrasny Nature Reserve. WWF accomplished its primary
task and the breeding center now receives sustainable financial
support from both the private sector and individuals. From July
2011, the Reserve has been running the project independently,
while WWF has been developing a programme to re-introduce
the bison into the wild in the North Caucasus.

>>>

INTO THE WILD FROM
THE BREEDING CENTER
IN PRIOKSKO-TERRASNY
NATURE RESERVE

Bisons start becoming accustomed to living in the wild whilst in the breeding
center. During summer, they eat grass, shoots, acorns, twigs and tree bark.
The whole year round, however, they need mineral and vitamin supplements,
whilst in autumn and winter they require hay and vegetables. They also need
regular veterinary check-ups. Clearly, running the breeding center requires a
considerable amount of money and the annual cost of keeping a single bison
amounts to 50,000 roubles.
WWF began the bison reintroduction programme for the European part of
Russia back in 1996 with two participating breeding centers in the PriokskoTerrasny and Oksky Nature Reserves. European bison are being brought from
Western Europe to enrich the species’ genetic pool in Russia. Groups are then
gathered together and observed in the wild once they have been released. WWF
helped organise protection from poaching and build feeding stations. In this
way, wild bison herds were established in Orel, Bryansk, Kaluga, Vologda and
Vladimir Provinces. There are also bison living in Teberdinsky, North-Osetinsky and Kavkazsky Nature Reserves.
At present, the immediate threat to this rare species has been removed. However, we can only speak about a successful restoration of this species in the wild
after the total number of animals in the wild exceeds 1,000. In addition, our
aim is not only to increase the population number, but also to allow isolated
populations to interact and exchange animals and, finally, to fuse into a single
population. We can confidently say that such fusion is already taking place, although not yet over the entire range. The principal evidence of the reintroduction programme being successful is that the breeding rate for the bison is high
and that young animals survive well in the wild.
During 2004, WWF approached potential sponsors, such as companies, organisations and individuals, to support the programme financially by taking a symbolic step in adopting a bison in the Prioksko-Terrasny Nature Reserve. This
is how the Adopt a Bison project came about. The project helped to find means
of supporting the breeding center at a time when state funding had become
critically insufficient and the results of almost 40 years of effort by the Center’s
staff could have been wasted.

Earth Keppers 2011: Lytaeva Yuliya • Lyupaeva Natal'ya • Makarova • Makarova Lyudmila • Makeeva Larisa • Makeeva Ol'ga • Makhnutin Andrey
Maksakovskiy Nikolay • Maksimenkov Artem • Maksimova Ekaterina • Maksimovskiy Igor' • Malinina Svetlana • Malkov Aleksandr • Mal'tsev Il'ya • Mal'tseva
Irina • Mamchich Mikhail • Manakova Svetlana • Mangusheva Yuliya • Mansil'ya-Kruz Aleksandr • Manukhin Aleksey • Mar'in Aleksandr • Mar'ina Nadezhda
Mar'ina Ol'ga • Markin Maksim • Markov Mikhail • Markova Anna • Marshak Il'ya • Martynov Andrey • Marusova Marina • Masalimova Jel'vira

31

ADOPT A BISON

440
EUROPEAN
BISON
WERE RELEASED

>>> The first European bison, Puslav, was settled
into the oak groves in Prioksko-Terrasny Nature
Reserve in November 1948. Together with three of
his relatives, he had been brought here from Poland
to start up wild bison populations in Russia. Since
then, more than 570 calves were born in the Central
Bison Breeding Center and 440 pure-blood animals
were subsequently re-introduced into the wild.

Bison adopters can visit the breeding center at anytime and see the animals
they are helping. In addition, every year the Reserve holds adoptive parent
assemblies to report on what has been done and how the donations have been
spent. Most adopters have supported the project for several years.
© VICTOR ZHIVOTCHENKO / WWF-RUSSIA

Bison ‘adopters’ at a gathering
in Prioksko-Terrasny Nature
Reserve in 2007.

European Bison Adopters 2004-2011
«Multon» Company

«Gen'yun'» firm

Polikanova Elena Aleksandrovna

«Tetra Pak» Company

«Sonax» firm

Political party «Spravedlivaya Rossiya»

Andreevy Irina and Galya

Gaylit family

Ponomarenko Aleksey and Anastasiya

Anna and Sergey

Grigor'ev Evgeniy

«Severstal-auto» public corporation

Anokhina Dar'ya

«RIFon» investment company, ecosettlement «Biosphere»

Remstroy LTD

Authority of Pushchino town
Babicheva Elena
Barinov Dmitriy
Cherkasovy family
Close corporation «Severstal'-resource»
Co Ltd «Exportpress»
Co Ltd «Fantimer»
Co Ltd «FRECOM»
Co Ltd «Gidroset'»
Co Ltd «Kuban'agroprod»
Co Ltd «Park.ru»
Co Ltd «Rolf Import»
Co Ltd «Zubr»
Council of deputies of the Serpukhov
municipal region
Dental clinics «Zubr»
Department of youth programmes
«Robinzonada» of «Perspektiva» fund
Dima and Marianna
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Kobylkiny Marina and Maksim
Koshelev Dmitriy
Kozlevichi & Ku
Kuranov Vladimir Sergeevich
Kuzyur family
Merkulovy and Polnikovy
Moscow gas trunk line operation center

HYPERLINK "http://wciom.com/" \t "_
blank" Russia Public Opinion Research
Center
Sauer Derk
Selezneva Ekaterina
Sleptsov Yu.F., head of the Voskresensky
district, president of hockey club "Khimik", Voskresensk town
Sobakina Elena

Moscow office of «Fluor» corporation

Sports club of veterans of FSB «Otdushina»

Moscow regional bureau of technical
inventory

State Unitary Enterprise of the Moscow
region «Mosoblgaz»

«The Serpukhov district» municipality of
the Moscow region

Temkin Mark Anatol'evich

Nikanorovy family

The IX Russia school of young scientistslawyers of faculty of law of the Moscow
State University of M.V.Lomonosov

Nikitiny family
Official dealer of Land Rover - «Avtopassazh M» company

TNK-BP

Parshkova Diana

Vitaliy Chubiy and Elena Kolomenskaya

Personnel reserve – professional team
of country

Youth ecological union «Mestnye»

TV channel «Zoo-TV»

Yur'evy Andrey and Pavel

Masalova Natal'ya • Mashkov Filipp • Mashkov Valentin • Maslova Elena • Massarova Viktoriya • Masterova Kseniya • Matlakov Sergey • Matroshilina Tat'yana
Matveeva Valeriya • Matvienko Andrey • Maymistov Denis • Mayorov Aleksandr • Mayzenberg Filipp • Mazanova Marina • Mazulov Igor' • Medvedeva Mariya
Melanin Sergey • Mel'nikov Denis • Mel'nikova Ekaterina • Meshavkina Oksana • Mifodovskiy Valeriy • Mikhaylov Andrey • Mikhaylova Kseniya • Mikhaylova
Nataliya • Mikhaylova Tat'yana • Mikheev Anton • Mikhonina Natal'ya • Milashevich Anatoliy • Milonov Vitaliy • Miloslavskaya Marianna • Minaev Igor'

© VICTOR LUKAREVSKY / WWF-RUSSIA

WWF
IN THE CAUCASUS
Although making up only 0.5% of the world’s land surface, the
Caucasus features up to 40% of the world’s ecosystem diversity.
By number of animals and plant species, the Caucasus ranks
first among similar areas at the same latitude and is outdone
only by tropical regions. The Caucasus is one of 25 world
ecoregions where WWF believes urgent conservation measures
need to be taken. The goal of WWF’s work in the Caucasus is to
conserve natural ecosystems and rare and endangered species
of animals and plants by creating a system of protected areas, to
combat poaching and other illegal forms of resource use, to restore species that have become extinct in the wild here, namely
the Persian leopard, saiga antelope and European bison, and to
help improve regional conservation legislation.
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ON THE MAP
OF RUSSIA
>>>

KRASNODAR
PROVINCE

© TATIANA NEMTSOVA

Mino, a young female Persian
leopard, is to become a founder
member of a future leopard
population in the Russian
Caucasus.

During 2011, the Persian leopard reintroduction programme was endorsed by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
(IUCN) and the European Association of Zoos and
Aquaria (EAZA). The Programme is undertaken by WWF in partnership with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Sochi National
Park, Kavkaz Nature Reserve, the All-Russian Research Institute for Nature
Protection, the Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution and Moscow Zoo.
The Persian Leopard Breeding and Rehabilitation Center in Sochi National
Park was established about two years ago. At present, the Center has two male
and two female leopards. Biologists observe their behaviour in order to identify
individual preferences and to use this information at a later date to form pairs
and to encourage breeding. WWF relies on help from its western colleagues to
replenish the leopard breeding stock. Animals brought from foreign zoos could
produce cubs within the Center and these cubs in turn could later help start a
new Caucasian population of Persian leopards in the wild.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8802
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Earth Keppers 2011: Mironenko Anna • Mironova Vera • Miroshina Evgeniya • Miroshnikov Dmitriy • Mirzayants Konstantin • Mirzoyan Artur • Misan
Gennadiy • Mokhova Valentina • Mokrousova Dar'ya • Monastyretskiy Yaroslav • Morzhova Yuliya • Mosesyan Ashot • Moskalev Valentin • Motyakin Nikita
Mukovoz Andrey • Mulkidzhanyan Lidiya • Murashov Dmitriy • Muryshkina Tat'yana • Muzyka Boris • Myagkova Marina • Myslyaev Valeriy • Na Yun Kin Anna
Na Yun Kin Mayya • Naglis Alla • Naletova Klavdiya • Naumenko Aleksey • Naumova Lyudmila • Nebov Nikolay • Nechaev Aleksandr • Negoretskaya Anna

Initiated by WWF and the Krasnodar regional
branch of the All-Russian Society of Nature Protection (VOOP), a Public Environmental Council was
established in Krasnodar Province.
Each year, economic development within Krasnodar Province becomes more
and more intensive, so increasing environmental and social impacts. During 2011, WWF took part in consultations with NGOs and the public hearings
on environmental risk assessment of the port terminal construction projects
in Novorossiysk and Tuapse. The Fund’s experts stated their positions and
presented a list of measures that need to be taken to improve the natural and
social environment of coastal towns along the Azov and Black Seas. This list
was formulated jointly with VOOP.
WWF and VOOP addressed the Krasnodar provincial authorities and explained
the need for a public environmental council in the Province. Instructions
from the President of the Russian Federation, Dmitry Medvedev, accelerated
decision-making. WWF and VOOP became members of a working group and
drafted all the necessary documents. The Public Environmental Council was
then established and began its work.

During 2011, WWF continued work on expanding
the protected area network within the Northern
Caucasus.
Together with the Ministry of Natural Resources of Dagestan Republic, WWF
carried out a field survey that was necessary for establishing a new nature
park in Khunzakhsky District. A new nature park here would help to protect a
unique enclave of rare species living in the inner mountains of Dagestan. The
area is home to more than 640 plant species and 142 species of vertebrates, 20
of them being listed in the Russian and Dagestan Red Data Books. The rapid
development of a large tourism centre which would be environmentally damaging required changes in the boundaries of planned resorts during the demarcation of special economic zones. In order to do so, WWF and Northern Caucasus
Resorts drew up a collaborative agreement on the conservation of nature in the
region. Taking WWF’s recommendations into account, the company took the
decision to alter the boundaries of planned ski resorts, so ensuring that existing and planned protected areas in the Northern Caucasus were secured for the
future.

Negri Ekaterina • Nepenkina Natal'ya • Nesterenko Elena • Neymark Elena • Nikanorov Andrey • Nikanorov Vladislav • Nikanorova Tat'yana • Nikiforov Andrey
Nikiforov Kirill • Nikiforova Yuliya • Nikitina Klavdiya • Nikitina Lyudmila • Nikolaev Arkadiy • Nikolaev Igor' • Nikonov Aleksandr • Nikulicheva Elena • Nikulin
Igor' • Nikulina Anastasiya • Novgorodov Pavel • Novikova Mariya • Novozhilov Evgeniy • Obukhovskaya Lyudmila • Odegova Elena • Odintsov Vyacheslav
Oganesyan Laura • Okulova Elena • Oleynik Elena • Oleynik Vyacheslav • Ol'khovataya Eva • Ol'khovatyy Anatoliy • Omel'chenko Boris • Oparina Tat'yana
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A PUBLIC
ENVIRONMENTAL
COUNCIL WAS
ESTABLISHED
IN KRASNODAR
PROVINCE

Over many years, WWF has been successfully working on Amur
tiger conservation in the Russian Far East. However, very few
people know that in the past tigers (ie. Turan or Caspian tiger)
lived in Central Asia. Unfortunately, during the second half of
the 20th Century, this species became extinct. Together with the
Government of Kazakhstan, WWF is currently launching a programme to restore the Caspian tiger. One of the first steps was
the signing in 2011 of a collaboration agreement between WWF
and the Kazakh Ministry for Environmental Protection.

>>>
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WWF
IN CENTRAL ASIA

ON THE MAP
>>>
KAZAKHSTAN
SUPPORTED THE WWF
INITIATIVE
TO REINTRODUCE
THE CASPIAN
TIGER

KAZAKHSTAN

>>> A field survey conducted jointly by experts from
WWF and the Institute of Zoology of the Kazakhstan
Academy of Sciences showed that habitats suitable for
tigers can still be found in the Republic and that with
some additional work they may even become almost
optimal. In addition, recent studies by British scientists confirmed that the Caspian tiger was genetically
identical to its living Amur relative.

At a meeting with WWF representatives in March 2011, the Kazakh Prime Minister, Karim Masimov, announced that Kazakhstan is supporting the initiative
to reintroduce the Caspian tiger and is ready to allocate a substantial sum from
the state budget to support the Programme. The money will be spent on working with local communities. In particular, several families are likely to receive
compensation for their relocation.
The Government of Kazakhstan began preparing for tiger’s return even before
the Programme was being discussed and developed. Three wildlife refuges
were established within the future tiger habitat with the intention of consolidating them into a single national park. To ensure the optimal water level in
Lake Balkhash, the irrigation development plan was amended and an agreement with China signed to prevent excessive withdrawal of water from the
Chinese stretch of the Ili River that flows into the lake.

OVER
120,000
HECTARES
OF FORESTS IN THE SYR
DARYA RIVER FLOODPLAIN
WILL BECOME STRICTLY
PROTECTED

WWF is hoping that, thanks to the close cooperation between the Fund, the
Kazakhstan Government and experts, the Caspian tiger will no longer be just a
character from national folklore, but will become a real live feature of the area.

Supported by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the introduction of pioneering ecological network models is continuing in Tajikistan and Kazakhstan.
In 2011, WWF took part in designing new protected areas in the Syr Darya
River floodplain that resulted in an increase in the area of tugai riparian forest falling under strict protection from an initially intended 5,500 hectares to
more than 120,000 hectares. It is very important that this work was
initiated by Kazhakstan and is currently being undertaken in close
collaboration with that country’s authorities.

>>>

Earth Keppers 2011: Oppengeym Veronika • Oreshkina Anna • Orlov Ivan • Orlov Yuriy • Orlova Tat'yana • O'Shey Natal'ya • Oshhepkov Vasiliy • Osokina

Anastasiya • Ostapenko Petr • Ostrovidova Ekaterina • Otto Ekaterina • Otyuskiy Aleksandr • Ovechkina Dar'ya • Ovsyannikova Tat'yana • Pal Katya • Pal Vladimir
Panchenko Aleksey • Panfilova Anna • Panfilova Polina • Panfilova Vera • Pankratov Konstantin • Panov Anton • Parfenov Dmitriy • Parshkova Diana
Parshukova Marina • Partin Il'ya • Pashutov Arkadiy • Pastushenko Aleksandr • Pavlenko Ekaterina • Pavlichenkov Andrey • Pavlov Nikolay • Pavlova Tat'yana
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Up until the middle of the 20th Century, one of several tiger habitats existing in Central Asia included the Ili River valley and the area south of Lake
Balkhash. In these areas, prey was abundant in the swampy riverside bush,
extensive grasslands and reed beds. Fortunately, these conditions largely
remain or can be restored relatively easily over a short period of time. Restoration of ecosystems needed for tiger reintroduction will also help prevent Lake
Balkhash from drying up and meeting the same fate as the Aral Sea.

ON THE MAP
>>>

KAZAKHSTAN
KYRGYZSTAN
TAJIKISTAN

© MALIKA BABADZHANOVA

Local communities have greatly appreciated the
outcomes of the small grant programme for developing sustainable natural resource use in Tajikistan
and Kazakhstan. The programme was aimed at
improving practices in irrigation, animal husbandry and other types of farming. Following a request
received from Tajik farmers, WWF will allocate
additional grants, especially to cover the expense
of installing biogas plants on several experimental
farms.

A small grant enabled farmers
in the Jilikulsky District of
Tajikistan to use drip irrigation
and to make savings of up to 70%
on water and 50% on fertilizers
and also to increase yields by
40-50%.

Following the Tulip Revolution
and a period of stabilization in the
north-east of Kyrgyzstan, WWF
resumed its work on creating an
ecological network, or a system of
inter-connected protected areas.
This included reaching agreement and preparing all necessary documents on
extending the Sarychat-Ertash Nature Reserve, creating its buffer zone (ie. an
area in which sustainable land use is allowed to take place) and establishing
the Saryjas National Park.
In the syrts* of the Western Tyan-Shan Mountains, a special ranger team that was
jointly established by the State Forestry Service and WWF patrols the area.

WWF is working with local Kyrgyz communities. One of the snow leopard
conservation activities in particular is convincing local people to give up the
practice of using wire traps to combat wolves, primarily because snow leopards
often fall foul of these traps as well. WWF’s ideas do find support amongst local
people. For many years, largely due to the difficult economic environment, the
local communities had to earn their living through poaching. Nowadays, they
are developing new ways of generating income, many of them truly traditional
in nature. For example, the Lake Issyk-Kul Fair that was held in July 2011 featured felt crafts and clothes made by women from the high mountain villages.
WWF also supported the establishment of an additional yak breeding farm.
Children enthusiastically take part in WWF kids clubs and campaigns.
* Syrt – in the high steppe and cold desert of the Tyan-Shan Mountains and Eastern Pamir, this is a flat or undulating inundated plateau or highland lying between
3,000-4,000 m.a.s.l.
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Pavlova Yuliya • Pazenko Elena • Pchelintseva Anastasiya • Pechnikova Elena • Penzina Ol'ga • Pereladova Ol'ga • Perepechay Artur • Perevertaylova Elena
Pershin Mikhail • Pertsev Viktor • Petrov Denis • Petrova Oksana • Petrova Ol'ga • Petrovskiy Filipp • Petukhov Sergey • Pilitsyn Nikolay • Pisarev Plamen
Piterskaya Ol'ga • Pitovskiy Konstantin • Pivovarov Pavel • Pivovarova Alina • Plokhan' Larisa • Plotnikov Aleksandr • Plyasunov Aleksandr • Poddubnaya Elena
Poletaeva Vera • Polin Pavel • Polnikov Aleksey • Polovinin Vitaliy • Poluntseva Zoya • Polyakova Elena • Polyanskaya Irina • Polyanskaya Varvara

© NATALIA MARMAZINSKAYA

BUKHARA
DEER POPULATION

INCREASES
4.5 TIMES

It has been 10 years since the Action Plan for the Conservation and Restoration
of the Bukhara Deer was developed during close cooperation between WWF
and the Bonn Convention. In 2002, all Central Asian range states signed a
Memorandum of Understanding. Since then, WWF, together with state authorities, scientists and protected area staff members, did everything possible to
restore the deer population. As a result, the population’s number increased to
1,600 head in 2011 as compared to 350 back in 2000. This year, WWF presented the results of this work at a meeting of Memorandum members. All parties
involved must now update the Action Plan and report on its implementation on
a regular basis. This would help encourage states within the region to become
more active in conservation.

Supported by WWF, the total area of Ramsar sites in
Kazakhstan will soon increase by up to 50%!
In 2011, the Ramsar Convention, which has helped protect more than 190 million hectares of wetlands throughout the world, celebrated 40 years. Kazakhstan nominated 8 Ramsar sites with a total area of 2 million hectares. The
Fund contributed substantially to preparing nominations for two of the sites.
As a gift towards the Ramsar Convention’s Anniversary, WWF proposed to
nominate as a Ramsar site the Ili-Balkhash wetlands where it is intended to
reintroduce the Caspian tiger. Three wildlife refuges have already been established in this area, all of them also having the status of one of the world’s Important Bird Areas. In spring 2011, WWF prepared all the documents necessary
to nominate an area of 1 million hectares, with the Government of Kazakhstan
subsequently submitting the proposal to the Ramsar Convention Secretariat. In
anticipation of the forthcoming International Wetlands Day, the Ili River delta
and the southern part of Balkhash Lake, together totaling 976,630 hectares,
were recognized as a Ramsar site.

Ponomarenko Aleksey • Ponomarenko Anastasiya • Popandopulo Irina • Popov Aleksey • Popov Khariton • Popov Konstantin • Popov Vladimir • Popov Vsevolod
Popova Irina • Popova Vera • Popovicheva Natal'ya • Postup' Katerina • Poznyak Sergey • Prikota Aleksandr • Prokopenko Aleksandr • Pronnikov Aleksey • Propper
Mariya • Pulyaevskiy Mikhail • Pupynin Mikhail • P'yankov Aleksandr • P'yankova Ekaterina • P'yankova Tat'yana • Rabinovich Elena • Rabinovich Oleg • Rachin
Konstantin • Radishevskaya Anastasiya • Radugin Pavel • Radyuk Vladimir • Raevskaya Elena • Rafanov Sergey • Ramkhina Olesya • Rassushin Pavel
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After 11 years of WWF support for the conservation
and restoration of the Bukhara deer, the population
number of this species has more than quadrupled.

ON THE MAP
>>>

TURKMENISTAN

© EVGENY AGRYZKOV

Valentina Marochkina, an Amu
Darya Nature Reserve employee
and the Coordinator of WWF’s
project on the conservation of
Bukhara deer in Turkmenistan.

THE CONTRIBUTION
OF NATURE RESERVE
STAFF MEMBERS
TO NATURE CONSERVATION WAS HIGHLY
APPRECIATED BY THE
TURKMENISTAN
GOVERNMENT

WWF experts in Turkmenistan were each awarded
medals celebrating the 20th Anniversary of that country’s independence.
Unfortunately, despite a long period of successful work in Turkmenistan in
the past, WWF at present does not carry out any projects in this country.
Nevertheless, the contribution that nature reserve staff members have made
to nature conservation in the country was highly appreciated by the Turkmenistan Government with respect to the celebration of 20 years of state independence. WWF congratulates those staff members who were awarded medals,
particularly those working in the Amydarya and Sunt-Khasardag Nature
Reserves. WWF has had a long-lasting and trustworthy collaboration with
several of them. WWF would like to send special congratulations to Valentina
Marochkina, a staff member of Amudarya Nature Reserve and the coordinator of the WWF project on Bukhara deer conservation in Turkmenistan, and to
Khodjamurad Khodjamuradov, a leopard conservation expert responsible for
managing the compensation flock of sheep* and the coordinator of such work
with local councils of elders.
* A compensation or insurance flock of sheep was created by WWF in order to
compensate herders for any damage done to livestock by the Central Asian leopard.
Such compensation encourages herders not to shoot leopards, thereby preventing
any loss of these rare predators.

40

Rastrogin Artur • Raynova Mariya • Razin Grigoriy • Razumishkin Evgeniy • Redozubova Margarita • Remennik Evgeniya • Reshod'ko Anastasiya • Rezchikov
Vyacheslav • Reznikov Andrey • Rezvanov Aleksey • Rit Dmitriy • Rivkina Yuliya • Rizvanova Nadiya • Rodionov Andrey • Rodionova Ol'ga • Rogacheva Anastasiya
Romanova Ekaterina • Romanova Elena • Romashov Konstantin • Rozanova Nina • Rozhnikovskaya Mariya • Rudakov Nikolay • Rudakova Elena • Runeva Elena
Runov Dmitriy • Runova Stasya • Rusanova Marina • Ryabchikova Evgeniya • Ryabochkina Natal'ya • Rybkina Nadezhda • Ryndina Olesya • Ryzhakova Ol'ga
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WWF IN THE
ALTAI-SAYAN
ECOREGION
For the last 12 years, WWF has been working in the AltaiSayan Ecoregion, a mountainous area found at the very centre
of Eurasia. Due to its extraordinary ecosystem diversity, this
area is home to 8,000 known species of animals and plants.
Endangered species, such as the snow leopard and the argali,
the world’s largest mountain sheep, live here and have become
symbols of the Ecoregion. At present, however, industrial
development in the region is taking place rapidly, resulting in
the reduction of forested areas and the destruction of valuable
ecosystems. Poverty, unemployment and neglect by the state all
force local people to earn their living through poaching. In addition, large concentrations of livestock on the rangelands result
in the degradation of steppe.

>>>

ON THE MAP
OF RUSSIA
>>>

KHAKASSIA
REPUBLIC

TYVA
REPUBLIC

ALTAI
REPUBLIC
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The Chulyshman River valley,
Altai Republic.

THE TOTAL SIZE
OF PROTECTED AREAS
IN ALTAI-SAYAN
ECOREGION GREW
BY MORE THAN

500,000
HECTARES

With WWF support, three new protected areas totaling 500,000 hectares were established in the AltaiSayan Ecoregion. Two of these are regional nature
parks. Ak-Cholushpa Nature Park (189,000 hectares)
adjoins the Altaisky Nature Reserve in the Altai Republic and is there to ensure the protection of the
extraordinary wildlife and ecosystems of the Chulyshman River basin. Shuisky Nature Park (98,000 hectares) is located
where the Shapshalsky and Tsagan-Shibetu mountain ranges meet in Tyva
Republic. Together with mountain natural ecosystems, this park will protect
snow leopard habitat.
The very first federal wildlife refuge, Pozarym, was established in the Khakassia
Republic with its main purpose being to protect endangered species, namely
the snow leopard, Siberian ibex and woodland reindeer. This protected area
helps to control visitor access, especially of backpacking tourists, and to allow
for the development of small businesses in tourism infrastructure and services.
At the same time, traditional subsistence nature resource use by local residents
would be supported within the protected area.
The first in the region and the fourth in Russia, the Altai trans-boundary
protected area was created in the Russia-Kazakhstan border region. It includes Katunsky Nature Reserve in Russia (Altai Republic) and Katon-Karagai
National Park in Kazakhstan and totals 800,000 hectares in size. Such a crossborder consolidation of protected areas is very important for the protection of
those endangered species which do not recognize state borders and also for the
conservation of the indivisible ecosystem of the Altai-Sayan Mountains.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8826

Earth Keppers 2011: Ryzhkin Andrey • Sabirov Timur • Sadovina Vera • Sadovnikova Anna • Sadovov Stanislav • Safiulin Il'dar • Safonov Vladimir • Safonova
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Ol'ga • Safronov Nikas • Safronov Sergey • Safronov Vitaliy • Safronova Ekaterina • Salazhova Tat'yana • Samsonov Pavel • Samusik Sergey • Sankov Vseslav
Sanzharov Andrey • Saprykin Oleg • Sarkisyan Karen • Sarycheva Svetlana • Saujer Derk • Savel'eva Yuliya • Savenkova Tat'yana • Savin Ivan • Savitskaya
Evgeniya • Savkov Leonid • Savosina Irina • Saygushev Andrey • Sazonova Anastasiya • Sedova Irina • Sekacheva Irina • Selendeeva Oksana • Semenov Sergey

Images taken by photo traps allow
experts to identify individual snow
leopards using the pattern of spots
on their skin.

During 2011, WWF spent funds
donated by supporters to purchase
21 automatic cameras to allow
for the monitoring of endangered
wildlife species in the Altai-Sayan

HAVE BEEN TAKEN
IN ALTAI

the snow leopard population in the Chihachev and Mongun-Taiga mountain
ranges (Altai and Tyva Republics) close to the Mongolian border. Selfless work
by experienced professionals, especially staff members of the Altaisky and
Ubsunur Basin Nature Reserves, from October to December 2011 resulted in
photographs of four snow leopards being taken. By examining the pattern of
spots on each of these photographs, four different animals can clearly be distinguished. WWF is planning to identify as many as possible of the individual
animals making up the trans-boundary snow leopard population living in the
Chikhachev mountain range. This is because this population is an important
bridge linking the core population of snow leopard in Western Mongolia with
smaller groups living in the Russian portion of the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion.
Up until autumn 2011, the presence of snow leopards in Altai was recorded using pugmarks, droppings, hairs and marks on trees and on the ground. Such a
method of indirect survey can only provide an approximate estimate of population number. Photo traps are indispensible in surveying, monitoring and
conserving the snow leopard.
Results of a census initiated and supported by WWF and conducted in the
Russia/Mongolia border area reveals that the argali sheep population in Altai
is stable.

At present, this trans-boundary population of argali
numbers 1,100-1,200 animals. In partnership with the UNDP/
GEF Biodiversity Conservation in the Russian Portion of the Altai-Sayan
Ecoregion Project, WWF prepared materials for a strategy of argali conservation in the Russia/Mongolia border area. These materials will be used by both
countries to plan conservation activities for this species.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8973

Semenova Elena • Semenova Ol'ga • Serebrov Nikolay • Sergeev Andrey • Sergeeva Dar'ya • Sergeeva Tat'yana • Serpionova Natal'ya • Shagimardanov Marat
Shainyan Karen • Shalaev Anton • Shamkhalov Jedgar • Shamykina Viktoriya • Shanaeva Anna • Shapiro Boris • Shaposhnikov Dmitriy • Shapovalov Ivan
Shapovalova Yuliya • Sharapova Arina • Sharina Ol'ga • Sharkin Artem • Sharov Andrey • Sharunov Kirill • Shashkov Andrey • Shashkova Veronika G. • Shashkova
Veronika V. • Shaul'skaya Oksana • Shein Viktor • Shestakov Aleksandr • Shestov Denis • Shevchenko Mariya • Shevchuk Dmitriy • Shevtsov Valeriy
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FIRST
PHOTOGRAPHS
OF SNOW
LEOPARD
IN THE WILD

Ecoregion. In October, the cameras were set up within the core habitat of

ON THE MAP
OF RUSSIA
>>>

TYVA
REPUBLIC

The Irbis anti-poaching brigade, which has been supported by WWF for many years, brings visible results.
The Irbis anti-poaching brigade comprises rangers from five protected areas
that are in close proximity to one another, namely the Sayano-Shushensky Nature Reserve, Shushensky Bor National Park, Ergaki Nature Park (Krasnoyarsk
Province), Khakassky Nature Reserve (Republic of Khakassia) and Ubsunur
Basin Nature Reserves (Tyva Republic). Results of anti-poaching efforts are
self-evident – the number of poacher’s traps found along snow leopard trails
has dropped, camera traps set up within the most typical parts of its habitat
indicate the cat’s presence and the size of the musk deer population in the
Sayano-Shushensky Nature Reserve increased compared with 2010.
During 2011 and thanks to support from M.Video and WWF, rangers received
new field equipment and satellite phones, as well as video and still cameras to
capture conservation violations.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8981

MORE
THAN 1,200
TUVANS
LEARNT ABOUT
DEVELOPING SMALL
NATURE-FRIENDLY
BUSINESSES

Thanks to a partnership between WWF and the international charity Oxfam, over 1,200 Tuvans received
training in small business development.
People living in remote rural areas experiencing high levels of unemployment
received new farming knowledge and learnt a few basics on applying for and
receiving grants and small loans.
The joint WWF and CITI Foundation programme on the development of small
businesses for the conservation of Altai’s unique nature allowed 31 Tuvans to
receive grants for developing their small businesses. WWF is hoping that the
income generated through small business will help persuade them to give up
poaching and other illegal forms of exploitation of nature resources.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8572

© WWF-RUSSIA

Tuvans who have at all times
been cattle-breeders now learn
how to grow vegetables.
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Shherbakov Mikhail • Shherban' Valeriy • Shherbatykh Irina • Shikhaleva Irina • Shikhman Kirill • Shilova Anna • Shishkin Dmitriy • Shishlov Sergey • Shishlova
Serafima • Shishov Valeriy • Shishova Tat'yana • Shkurdze Tat'yana • Shlapak Nina • Shlepkov Il'ya • Shlyakova Vera • Shper Aleksandr • Shtabnitskiy Mikhail
Shtapel' Allard • Shtatnov Mikhail • Shtrobel' Aleksey • Shubin Dmitriy • Shul'gina Marina • Shul'man Dmitriy • Shunaeva Mariya • Shuvarova Ol'ga
Shvarts Evgeniy • Sidorova Nadezhda • Sikorskaya Evgeniya • Sinitsyna Viktoriya • Sirotkin Evgeniy • Siyutkin Sergey • Skorkin Oleg • Skorobogatova Tereza

The region’s first integrated cost-benefit analysis in
using renewable energy technologies was conducted
in Tyva.
A study examining power supply options for rural areas in Tyva Republic was
initiated by WWF and Oxfam and carried out by AEnergy. It transpired that
the most cost-effective renewable energy option available at present are small
solar power plants that can be installed in a single household, herder camp
or nature reserve outpost. Using solar power would allow farming to develop
without disturbing traditional lifestyles and nature.

WITHIN AN ECOREGION

This report presents a cross-section of all current climatic information available for the region, ie. what is known and what is still to be determined. To
put together this study, WWF invited a number of leading experts from RosHydroMet (Russian Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and Environmental Monitoring). The report also provides extensive data on predicted future
climate and its impact on ecosystems and contains recommendations for the
mitigation of adverse impacts of climate change. This study is a starting point
for future climate-related projects in the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion. Although it is
only the first strategic report of its type and is not in as much detail as would
be desired, it is nevertheless a comprehensive document and a good example
for other Russian ecoregions to follow. The report emphasises that preventive
measures to combat forest fires need to be strengthened, safety measures in
case of flooding improved, the location of various infrastructure units reconsidered and the pressure of tourism on ecosystems reduced. Everyone working
and living in the Ecoregion, from authorities and business to nature reserves,
tourists and schoolchildren, can now follow WWF’s advice in order to avoid
serious damage caused by future climate change.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/publ/book/eng/486

Skorodenko Vladimir • Skovorodko Zinaida • Skvorkin Aleksey • Slashhuk Il'ya • Slepenkova Anastasiya • Smirnov Anton • Smirnov Gennadiy • Smirnova Elena
Smirnova Irina • Smirnova Ol'ga • Smirnova Svetlana • Snetkov Sergey • Sokolov Aleksey • Sokolov Boris • Sokolov Renat • Sokolova Marina • Solokhin Il'ya
Solomonko Larisa • Soloshenko Vladimir • Solov'ev Dmitriy • Solov'ev Evgeniy • Solov'eva Margarita • Solov'eva Sof'ya • Solov'eva Yuliya • Sonina Ol'ga • Sorokina
Yuliya • Sosin Sergey • Sosina Alla • Sotnikov Aleksandr • Sovost'yanov Igor' • Spirin Vladimir • Stanchinskaya Elena • Startseva Ol'ga • Stepanova Marina
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WWF
PREPARED
AON CLIMATE
REPORT
CHANGE

For the first time, an assessment report on climate
change and its possible impact was prepared and
published for one of Russia’s ecoregions, the AltaiSayan.

© JULIA KALINICHEVA / WWF-RUSSIA

CLIMATE
AND ENERGY
Russia is ranked the fourth country in the world after China,
USA and India with respect to the amount of greenhouse gas
emissions produced by the energy and industry. These emissions
represent the main cause of human-related global climate change
that is currently leading to the unraveling of climate systems and
the growing number and scale of natural disasters, such as floods
and droughts, storms and hurricanes and heat waves and cold
snaps. During the 21st Century, the average global temperature is
expected to increase by 2 to 4oC. For the Arctic, this growth will
likely be between 10 and 15oC!

>>>

>>> Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in Russia
depends directly on the national energy strategy and
exactly what energy source future economic development will be based on, ie. coal or gas with an increasing use of renewable energy.

It is now time to ‘translate’ scientific prognoses into the language of
those priority measures that have to be taken in each region of Russia.
On page 43, one will find information concerning WWF’s climate-related work
in Altai. For the Arctic and Far East regions, WWF identified major issues and
formulated recommendations on how to adapt to climate change locally. These
may include creating ‘climate shelters’ for animals, re-directing migration routes,
diverting transportation routes, reconstructing buildings and using energy-saving
technologies.

REDUCTION
OF GREENHOUSE GAS
EMISSIONS BY HALF
COMPARED TO THE
1990 LEVEL IS

RUSSIA’S
MINIMUM
TARGET BY
2050

In 2011, the Russian Government approved the
Implementation Plan for the Climate Doctrine for
the period up until 2020. This was the result of considerable effort on the part of several parties, including WWF, who took active part in the drafting of the
document and subsequent discussions. In 2011, WWF
and the Gaidar Institute for Economic Policy (IEP)
developed new scenarios for energy sector development in Russia up until 2050. These scenarios are
both realistic and ‘green’.
The world community is striving to reduce CO2 emissions by at least half by
2050. All G8 countries with the exception of Russia are prepared to reduce
their emissions by 80%. In our country, however, it is not yet clear even on
how to reach a target of 50% emissions reduction and how the energy sector
within Russia as the main source of CO2 emissions should develop. WWF and
IEP have proved that this is possible.

>>>

Earth Keppers 2011: Stepanovich Elena • Stepantsov Maksim • Stepanyatov Dmitriy • Stepanyatova Elena • Sterlyagova Elena • Stokratskaya Lidiya
Strekalina Mariya • Strel'tsov Evgeniy • Subbotin Andrey • Survillo Vitaliy • Svarnik Tat'yana • Svitko Sergey • S'yanova Nataliya • Syutkin Valeriy • Syutkina
Zhanna • Tal'nikov Dmitriy • Taranov Dmitriy • Taranova Yuliya • Tarasov Aleksey • Tarasova Inna • Tarazanov Aleksey • Tatarintseva Tat'yana • Temirgalieva
Elena • Teplitskaya Oksana • Teplitskiy Dmitriy • Teplukhina Mariya • Terletskaya Dina • Teterin Aleksey • Tibilov Vyacheslav • Tikhonova Evgeniya
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From 2011, WWF has begun developing scenarios for green energy development options that could help stimulate technological modernisation in our
country. The first results already show that the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions at least by half by 2050 that has been recommended by scientists is
both feasible and even economic within Russia. Much effort, however, needs
to be taken at all levels, ranging from the State and large businesses through to
municipalities and house owners.

© JULIA KALINICHEVA / WWF-RUSSIA

A solar panel in the Vodlozero
National Park, Karelia Republic.

The calculation, firstly, is not based on Government ‘pipe dreams’, but on achievable parameters
of economic development and the standard of life
of Russian people. Secondly, an economic effect
arises from significant improvements in energy
saving in buildings of all types. A target was set to
attain the current European level of energy saving by 2030 and exceed this by
50% by 2050. Thirdly, it was calculated how the fines for exceeding permissible
levels of СО2 emissions would stimulate the introduction of new technologies
and the development of renewable energy so, consequently, reduce emissions.
The conclusion is unambiguous – these three leverages alone will allow Russia
to pass the peak of СО2 emissions and then continue to reduce them to a level
50% less of that existing in 1990. In WWF’s opinion, this is a minimum target
for our country. The rationale presented in the scenarios is already being used.
During international negotiations, they can hardly be ignored and have also
become a stimulus to taking the first steps towards regulating СО2 emissions.
The position of economic sector representatives within the Russian Government is also being changed in that they now officially say that emissions in
Russia will soon reach their peak and will not grow any further.

UN HEADS
TOWARDS
A NEW CLIMATE
AGREEMENT
FROM 2020

During UN meetings held in 2011, WWF stood up for
environmentally responsible decisions on the climate
problem. It was eventually decided to prepare a new
climate agreement for the period from 2020 and to
extend the Kyoto Protocol in the intervening years.
With the decision on reaching a new agreement, Kyoto-2 becomes a temporary
but nevertheless still important economic instrument for implementing international projects on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Already, there
are about 100 projects in Russia. WWF is also planning to contribute to this
good cause by initiating pioneer forest and climate projects in the Bikin River
basin. This will be a crucial step forward to a ‘conservation dream’ of being able
to generate revenue whilst still protecting forests from logging. Up until now,
the Russian Government was against participation in Kyoto-2. WWF believes
that this obvious mistake should be corrected in 2012.
WWF-Russia and the Carbon Disclosure Project published an annual
report on greenhouse gas emissions. The Carbon Disclosure Project is an
independent not-for-profit organisation working with world investors to prevent
global climate change. It has compiled the largest global database on carbon emissions by companies and is a WWF partner.

48

Timofeev Valeriy • Titov Oleg • Titova Svetlana • Tkachenko Evgeniy • Tkachev Andrey • Tkachev Dmitriy • Tkacheva Irina • Tolkalina Lyubov' • Tolstukhina Yuliya
Tomash Sergey • Tomskaya Jel'vira • Tonkacheev Dmitriy • Topoleva Elena • Torchilina Tat'yana • Tovkes Sergey • Trakhtenberg Elena • Tremaskina Ol'ga
Tret'yakov Yuriy • Trofimova Kseniya • Trubnikova Veronika • Trufanova Yuliya • Tsarev Il'ya • Tsareva Elena • Tsvetkov Mikhail • Tsvetnikova Anna • Tsyganova
Nataliya • Tsyganovskaya Irina • Tulusheva Elena • Turentinova Lyudmila • Turkin Dmitriy • Turkina Ol'ga • Tyagunin Vitaliy • Tyutyaeva Marina
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Evgeny Shvarts,
WWF-Russia Environmental
Policy Director,
PhD in Geography

To make the Russian economy competitive in the
world market it is necessary that both the public and
private sectors work towards greater environmental
responsibility. This undoubtedly implies improving
standards of public administration.
WWF believes that the most effective way to achieve this is to use a ‘stick and
carrot’ policy. On the one hand, public procurements should give preference to
those companies and producers that voluntarily follow higher environmental
standards than those defined in the current law, including international laws.
On the other hand, ‘environmental criminals’ who base their business strategies
on ‘environmental dumping’, in that they benefit financially by following low
environmental standards and saving on compensations for adverse effects on the
environment, should be punished.
The Russian Government and Parliament in 2008-2011 did not make any significant negative changes to environmental legislation, this being in stark contrast
to their predecessors who ruined the systems of state environmental impact
assessment and forest protection. An end to the ruining of legislation, however,
does not imply any progressive development in legislation. For instance, discussion on six bills tabled at the State Duma by the Russian Government only began
during the last six months.

The accident at the Fukushima
1 Nuclear Power Plant in spring
2011 became a serious argument
in favour of developing more
environmentally-safe methods of power generation. Such
development, however, should
employ the best international
environmental standards, which
unfortunately in Russia are often
ignored. We believe our efforts
will be successful in 2012 and that
the largest Russian companies,
especially state-owned ones, will
adhere to the best international
standards of environmental and
social responsibility.

Following the election in 2010 of a new Chairperson of the State Duma Committee for Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, the work of the Committee changed considerably. It became much more open to constructive discussions on bills and on proposals received from NGOs. WWF is now regularly
collaborating with both individual members of the Committee and its secretariat.
One example of such joint work was the drafting of the bill on protection of seas
from oil pollution. Our joint efforts prevented approval being granted to amendments that would have been destructive to the protected area system (see page
52). We hope that such a constructive collaboration will continue into the future.
During the International Year of Forests, WWF-Russia approached Victor
Maslyakov, Head of the Federal Forestry Agency, with a proposal to begin
formulating a National Forest Policy for Russia, a document that would form
the basis for the future development of forestry and for improvements in forest
legislation. We are glad that this initiative was fully supported and are optimistically waiting for its development and implementation in 2012.
WWF also proposed that large companies implementing large-scale projects,
especially those relating to infrastructural development, should choose indicator species, such as the Atlantic walrus, polar bear and reindeer in the Arctic,
that demonstrate zero negative impact on the environment. Understanding each
other would then become easier and our work will be more effective and useful
to both Nature and people.
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During 2011, formulation of environmental policy received special
attention from the Russian Government. This was related mainly to
implementing the President’s instructions with regard to improving environmental legislation, strengthening the environmental
component within the public administration and identifying ways of
raising the importance of environmental protection in the country’s
economic development, as well as discussions on the green economy.
Political leaders and top managers at last began to think how to make
the economy more environmentally responsible and innovative,
while at the same time reduce its carbon footprint, this in a country
where 48% of the federal budget depends on oil and gas extraction
and 68.8% of exports are made up of mineral resources, primarily
that very same oil and gas. Thanks largely to environmental NGOs,
top government officials now recognise the need to make public
administration, legislation and the economy more environmentally responsible. This was the subject of discussions at the meeting
between the President of the Russian Federation and environmental
NGOs and at a meeting of the State Council as well as at other events.
During the pre-election year, environmental issues received more
attention in the agendas and activities of political parties. WWF is
hoping that 2012 will see the transition from making decisions to
their effective implementation.

>>>
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ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY

THE RUSSIAN
STATE DUMA

APPROVED
THE
BILL
ON THE PROTECTION
OF SEAS FROM OIL
POLLUTION ON
ITS FIRST READING

Several bills that had been drafted with considerable assistance from WWF were tabled at the State
Duma.
WWF contributed substantially to the implementation of Presidential instructions on improving environmental legislation that had been given after a meeting
of the State Council. Following the publication of many articles in the media and
representations to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, the Government and the Presidential Executive Office, several bills that had been drafted with
considerable assistance from WWF were tabled at the State Duma in summer 2011.
In particular, the bill on the protection of seas from oil pollution, drafted through a
WWF initiative, was tabled and approved at its first reading. In spite of the Presidential instruction, however, the government version of the bill does not incorporate the
version that was drafted by the Duma Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and which was supported by WWF, other NGOs and the business community. The bill needs to be elaborated upon further in plenty of time for its second
reading and expanded with new content. The bill has to incorporate provisions for
establishing a national fund to compensate for damage resulting from oil pollution.
It also has to introduce special regulations in the Russian Arctic that would disallow
oil drilling to take place in ice-bound conditions if the operating company does not
have proven methods to respond to oil spills on ice.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8734

WWF chaired an official working group under the
Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment on improving legislation on environmental
impact assessment, after which a relevant bill was
drafted.
Igor Chestin, Director of WWF-Russia, was appointed chairman of the working
group that comprised representatives from authorities, the private sector, NGOs and
relevant experts. The first version of the bill drafted by this group aims to improve
the procedures for environmental impact assessments and state environmental
reviews and also to introduce the term strategic environmental assessment into Russian law. At present, the bill is at the Ministry of the Natural Resources and Environment. According to the Presidential instruction, it will have to be tabled at the State
Duma before 1 March 2012.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8734

Earth Keppers 2011: Ul'yanov Tikhon • Uralov Anton • Urodova Valentina • Usachev Maksim • Ushakov Dmitriy • Uspenskiy Vyacheslav • Utolin Dmitriy

Uvarova Mariya • Vaganova Mariya • Vagner Irina • Vakhitova Alsu • Vakhmistrov Vitaliy • Varenikova Larisa • Varvara • Vashhinskaya Elena • Vasil'ev Maksim
Vasil'ev Nikita • Vasil'eva Anastasiya • Verkhutin Aleksey • Vetrova Tat'yana • Vindman Leonid • Vinogradov Dmitriy • Vinogradova Mariya • Vinogradova Nina
Vitoshko Ol'ga • Vladislavov Vladimir • Vladislavova Anastasiya • Vladislavova Nadezhda • Vlasenko Oleg • Vlasov Andrey • Vlastopulo Diana • Volkov Sergey

51

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

© OLGA PEGOVA / WWF-RUSSIA

After the oil spill in the Strait
of Kerch in 2007, WWF and a
coalition of NGOs appealed to
Russian authorities to adopt a
law on the protection of seas
from oil pollution. The respective
bill, however, has still not been
approved yet.

© LENA LEBEDEVA-HOOFT / WWF-RUSSIA

Kandalaksha Nature Reserve
(Murmansk Province and Karelia
Republic) is one of the oldest
nature reserves in Russia.

The Russian State Duma considered most of the comments
received from WWF and other
environmental NGOs before approving amendments to the Federal Law On Protected Areas on
its third reading.
Approving the amendments in their original form would have threatened the whole
system of protected areas in Russia. In particular, the Government of Russia would
have given the right to change the status of protected areas from nature reserve to
national park, a protected area with less stringent regulations, as well as change
their boundaries. Existing building restrictions for tourism and sport facilities within
national parks would have been lifted and the removal of rare and endangered species of trees and shrubs would have been allowed. WWF strongly criticized the draft
of the Federal Law No 459129-5 “On the introduction of amendments in the Federal
Law On special economic zones of the Russian Federation and other legal acts of
the Russian Federation” that had been prepared for the second reading. A coalition
of 37 NGOs petitioned the President of Russia. WWF experts took an active part in
editing the bill and presented their arguments at various meetings at the Presidential
Executive Office, State Duma, Government and Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment. The issue was resolved through a compromise.WWF believes, however, that the approved amendments which took into account the views of conservationists will not resolve all the problems facing the protected area system. A new
version of a separate bill “On specially protected natural areas” has been awaiting
its second reading since 2008. This law, if approved, would help improve the legal
status of protected areas, give rangers necessary additional powers and provide for
the development of funding mechanisms for protected areas.
See details: www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/8865

EVERY YEAR
IN RUSSIA

UP TO 45
BILLION
CUBIC METRES OF GAS
IS WASTED THROUGH
FLARING
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WWF conducted a successful campaign on the utilization of associated petroleum gas in Russia that
resulted, amongst other things, in the drafting of a
bill by the Russian Government on the utilization of
associated petroleum gas that would also introduce
amendments into several other legal acts of the
Russian Federation.
Flaring of associated petroleum gas (APG) is a long-standing problem with our oil
and gas industry. The amount of APG flared in Russia and the energy lost is astounding and has a severe negative impact on the environment. Every year, between 15
and 45 billion cubic metres of gas, comparable to the annual power supply for the
city of Moscow, is wasted in flares. The target that had been set by the Russian Government to utilise 95% of APG by 2012 is at risk of not being met.

Volkov Viktor • Volkova Ekaterina • Volkova Tat'yana • Volokitina Evgeniya • Volshanik Valeriy • Volzhin Dmitriy • Vorob'ev Aleksandr • Voronin Andrey
Voronina Ekaterina • Vorontsov Andrey • Voskoboynikov Dmitriy • Vostretsov Vladimir • Vostrikova Svetlana • Voytyshin Nikolay • Vozdvizhenskiy Pavel
Yakobson Yuliya • Yakovlev Gleb • Yakovleva Elena • Yakunin Vyacheslav • Yakushev Artur • Yakushin Maksim • Yanyshev Vladimir • Yasenskaya Ekaterina
Yasinskaya Elena • Yurchenko Dmitriy • Yuzhakova Inna • Zagorskaya Natal'ya • Zaikova Yuliya • Zakharov Dmitriy • Zal'vovskiy Andrey • Zamyshlyaev Oleg

© SHUTTERSTOCK

Since 2009, WWF has been preparing and publishing
annual analytical reviews on the utilisation of APG,
as well as taking part in the improvement of relevant
legislation. It has also repeatedly covered the issue in
the media.

Every year, between 15 and 45
billion cubic metres of associated
petroleum gas is flared in Russia,
an amount comparable to the
annual energy supply for the city
of Moscow.

The draft federal law on the utilisation of APG was
introduced into the State Duma in 2010, but its reading
was postponed mainly due to blocking tactics by the
relevant ministries and oil/gas companies. Thanks to
the comments received from environmental NGOs in
November 2011, the Council of Federation requested
the Russian Gas Society* to conduct an independent assessment of environmental
and economic impacts if the law in question comes into force. WWF experts took an
active part in this work and the final report incorporated information from WWF’s
annual review on APG utilisation (http://www.wwf.ru/resources/publ/book/
eng/545). The document has been presented to the Government and WWF is hoping
that 2012 will become a turning point in addressing the whole APG problem.
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

*The Russian Gas Society is a national association of oil and gas industry companies. Its members produce more than 97% of Russian gas.

WWF proposed that Russian companies should
calculate the size of the carbon footprint of their
offices.
The calculator can assess the cost of consumed resources and the amount of CO2
emissions in an office and enables one to calculate the effectiveness of investments in
energy saving. A unique feature of the tool is that aspects of СО2 emissions have for
the first time been calculated specifically for Russian conditions.
To estimate consumption of resources and the resulting carbon footprint, owners or
tenants of an office need to fill in data on electricity and heat consumption, hot and
cold water intake, consumption of paper, production of solid waste and staff travel.
To test the new tool, WWF conducted a pilot evaluation for the Sberbank central office in Murmansk. Sberbank runs a programme on saving energy and resources and
is interested in using the calculator to find out how to save more on energy consumption. A number of other companies have expressed interest in using the new WWF
tool.

Zaribko Aleksandra • Zaryanich Vadim • Zasorin Andrey • Zatsepina Ol'ga • Zaytsev Aleksandr • Zaytseva Marina • Zaytseva Yuliya • Zelenetskiy Taras
Zelenova Irina • Zemlyanovskaya Ekaterina • Zenchev Kirill • Zenina Natal'ya • Zharenov Pavel • Zhdanova Nataliya • Zhelnova Ol'ga • Zhemoldinov Dian
Zherebtsova Natal'ya • Zherebyat'eva Ol'ga • Zherikhin Andrey • Zhil'nikov Sergey • Zhirov Igor' • Zhizhin Vyacheslav • Zhukov Aleksandr • Zhuleva Ekaterina
Zhuravlev Dmitriy • Zhuravleva Irina • Zhuravleva Kristina • Zhuravskiy Oleg • Zimnyakov Sergey • Zinin Pavel • Zlatkin Roman • Zlobina-Bashkanyan
Oksana • Zorina Nadezhda • Zotova Irina • Zubaerova Dinara • Zubkova Anastasiya • Zubtsovskiy Sergey • Zyabrina Diana • Zybkin Andrey • Zykov Vitaliy
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Construction of the
Boguchanskaya Hydropower
Plant on the Angara River
posed negative environmental,
economic and cultural impacts.

WWFRUSSIA
IS A NATIONAL

We are convinced that the public can and should have an influence on the
formulation of state policies and plans on the use of natural resources in
order to make them more environmentally responsible. WWF is therefore
relying on the support of its members and everyone else who cares what country we
and our children are going to live in and who are ready to fight for their constitutional right to a healthy environment.

NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATION,
AN INTEGRAL PART
OF RUSSIA’S CIVIL
SOCIETY

During 2011, 47 environmental NGOs including WWF sent an appeal to the State
Duma demanding the launch of a parliamentary inquiry into the exploratory oil
drilling project on the western Kamchatka continental shelf. More than 29,000
people signed a letter to Dmitry Medvedev demanding a halt to the construction
of the Boguchanskaya Hydropower Plant until its environmental safety could be
fully assessed. Thanks largely to the public being active, the prosecutor and judicial
authorities in Kezhemsky District of Krasnoyarsk Province took a number of decisions to defend public interests, including a decision to involve Sergey Osmanov, an
independent expert in hydropower engineering and Head of the Federal Expertise
Service (GlavGosExpertiza). WWF welcomes the responsible position taken by the
prosecutor and judicial authorities towards violations of environmental law. We hope
that improvements in supervisory authorities and the raising of the profiles of civil
society institutions in Russia will continue in the future.
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Dear Friends,
2011 is an anniversary year for WWF. Fifty years ago, a small group of passionate and committed individuals created a fund that has grown into one of the
most influential NGOs in the world. The WWF office in Russia opened in 1994.
Ten years later, WWF-Russia became a Russian national organisation and,
since then, it has been prioritising its activities independently and receiving
more and more financial support from Russian sources.

Katya Pal,
WWF-Russia
Development Director,
2005-2011

Our annual charity Ball on
the Lawn was recognised in a
nationwide competition, being
awarded The Event national
prize. Financial support received
from individuals and businesses
enabled WWF to implement
many projects that are mentioned
in this Annual Report.

Development of a national organisation is impossible without wide public
support of our conservation goals, both ideologically and financially. We are
extremely grateful to all our friends who help us to achieve the impossible.
Thanks to the many thousands of supporters who signed the petition calling
for the protection of the Bikin forests, we managed to rescue this unique tract
of the Far East taiga that is home to the Amur tiger. During 2011 and thanks
to help from many of our partners, over 11 million people in Russia joined the
Earth Hour campaign. This unprecedented figure, estimated by Romir Holding, confirms the fact that the environment is a matter of concern not only to a
small group of professionals but also to a huge number of our compatriots.
Sir Peter Scott, a WWF founder, once said: “We shan't save all we should like
to, but we shall save a great deal more than if we had never tried.” These words
have always reassured me, my colleagues and our supporters and partners
that what we do is definitely very right. For me, 2011 was my last in WWF, an
organisation I had worked in for almost 13 years. But, it will be impossible to
leave here and I will always stay with the Panda. Once again, I would like to
thank all the extraordinary, warm-hearted, enthusiastic and sincere natureloving people who have always been and always will be around WWF. I would
also like to wish every success to Olga Erak, my successor and the new WWFRussia Development Director.

Thank you!

© ALEXANDER EVGRAFOV / WWF-RUSSIA

Taking the baton on from Katya Pal, I feel excited and grateful to those WWFRussia ‘veterans’ who became the first nature defenders at the time of ‘spontaneous’ capitalism during the 1990s, who laid the foundation of an environmental movement in Russia in the early-21st Century and who have undoubtedly
written their names in history, including the history of WWF.
We live in a time of change – social and political, technological and climatic.
And WWF does not stand still either. The only thing that remains unchangeable in WWF’s work is its mission and goals. The year 2012 opens a new phase
in the development of WWF-Russia – a new strategy that sets ambitious conservation goals has been formulated. We hope that the number of our supporters will grow and that new projects will be funded from sources within Russia.
Olga Erak,
WWF-Russia
Development Director,
from 2012

This Annual Report comprises the results and achievements that were, in
fact, our joint success. Russia is generously rich in natural resources, but only
together can we ensure their conservation and sustainable management. With
your support, actively promoting conservation ideas and raising human and financial support, we, Dear Friends, will achieve impressive results in the future.

Yours truly, Olga Erak
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BUSINESS AND CHARITY
Being a national NGO, WWF-Russia is very much hoping to be
supported by Russian business. At present, corporate donations
to our budget make up 10% of the total. Our corporate partners
help WWF to resolve the most important conservation issues
and strive to make their businesses more environmentally
responsible.

>>>
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300
HECTARES
OFWILLFORESTS
BE REPLANTED
ANNUALLY WITHIN
THE AMUR LEOPARD
HABITAT

METRO Cash & Carry company and WWF started a
joint project to establish a nursery to help restore Korean pine forest in the Russian Far East.
In June 2011, a campaign in support of this project took place in all 58 METRO
shopping centers in Russia. While doing their normal shopping, customers had
an opportunity to contribute to the restoration of forest habitat for the Amur
leopard and take part in a draw.
Thanks to the funds raised by METRO the young trees grown in the nursery will
be used to restore up to 300 hectares of perished forest. And when trees become
mature they will produce seeds for natural re-establishent of high-value tree and
liana species over thousands hectares.

By summer season, M.Video issued a series of green
forest-scented gift vouchers. The company donated to WWF 5%
of the total income generated from the sale of these vouchers in order to support
the Fund’s forest conservation projects. In addition to the forest gift vouchers,
M.Video shops offer gift vouchers featuring images of a polar bear with a cub,
drops of dew, a tiger cub and other themes relating to various WWF-Russia programmes. In this way, each customer can choose an aspect of nature he or she
particularly likes and help WWF to conserve it.

In 2011, Russian companies participating in the Earth
Hour annual campaign gave “minutes of rest” to the
planet by providing financial contributions to support
WWF projects. At the very day of the campaign the logos of the partner
companies were placed on the RIA Novosti website, the principal information
partner of the Earth Hour. The “minutes of rest” were presented to the Earth
by the following companies: IC RUSS-INVEST, Tetra Pak, Swissotel Krasnye
Kholmy,Yves Rocher East, Vimpelcom (TM Beeline). Other companies helped
with spreading information on the campaign. Supported by Philips, almost 2,000
social adverts were placed in the trains of Moscow metro. Thanks to M.Video, 100
billboards and 200 city-formats reminded Muscovites about the Earth Hour.

The 6th annual Ball on the Lawn raised 2.2 million
roubles in support of WWF-Russia’s Protected Areas
Programme. On 2 July, Le Meridien Moscow Country Club in Nakhabino
near Moscow hosted more than 500 guests wearing black and white, in keeping
with the colours of a panda, WWF’s logo. They listened to birds singing and a
live concert, danced and enjoyed the buffet, aromatic coffee and exquisite wine.
Decorations for Ball on the Lawn 2011 were made by the artist Alexei Kostroma,
winner of many international awards. He came up with the idea of a forest made
out of transparent inflatable sculptures scattered around the lawn that allowed
people to enjoy nature from both inside and out. In the evening, guests treated
themselves to a dinner from METRO, Cote d'Or chocolate bonbons,
pastry from Le Pain Quotidien bakery and wine from the spirit partner
at the Ball, Dionis Club, and danced with GallaDance. Bacardi of-

>>>
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APPROXIMATELY

© DMITRY BARINOV

Ball on the Lawn in 2011
attracted over 500 guests.

2.2 MILLION
ROUBLES
WAS RAISED
IN SUPPORT OF RUSSIAN
NATURE RESERVES AND
NATIONAL PARKS AT
WWF CHARITABLE BALL
© RODNIKI ROSSII

Little oak seedlings planted
with the financial support of the
brand Spring of Russia will help
compensate for forests lost due to
fires and droughts.
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fered guests delicious
cocktails, while other
drinks were provided
by Coca-Cola and
Wimm-Bill-Dann. The
programme included
performances, creative
master-classes, interaction games and other
outdoor entertainments.
One of the most intriguing highlights of the Ball
was an all-prize raffle
where the main prize
being a pendant made
of gold, black spinel and rubies by jeweler Alexander Stempovski. The concert’s
participants were Pavel Kashin, groups Paperny TAM, Megapolis, MosBrass,
Nebesnaya Kancelyariya (Heavens Chancellery), BlondRock, Underwood, Madre
Victoria, Abelardo & Pedro Alexander Alfonso Lopez and the Ognennye Ludi
(Fire People) street theatre. Guests were welcomed by the wonderful presenters,
Lubov Tolkalina and Vyacheslav Manucharov, Olga Shelest and Ilya Danilchenko
and Dmitry Kaznin and Natalia Peshkova.

Twelve thousand oak seedlings were planted within
Ugra National Park by WWF and Wimm-Bill-Dann. This
was the first step of a long-term programme on forest conservation and restoration that had been launched jointly by the company and WWF. With the financial
support of Springs of Russia brand, the young oak
trees were planted within an area of 3 hectares and
will help compensate for forest lost through wildfires
and from drying up. Wimm-Bill-Dann also supported
school forestry units in Arkhangelsk. Consumers also
have an opportunity to help restore forests in that,
from the 1 July 2011, a portion of the revenue accruing from each 10 litres of Springs of Russia sold is
allocated to help one new tree to grow. One can learn
about Ugra National Park, see how many trees have
been planted and suggest one’s own ideas on the
conservation of forests on the website www.rodnikirossii.su

© WWF-RUSSIA

At the Paveletsky and Belorussky
railway stations, WWF informs
those arriving in Moscow how
one can travel around the city
in the most environmentallyfriendly way.

Aeroexpress joined WWF-Russia’s Corporate Club
and became a partner in World Carfree Day that took
place on 22 September 2011. This is not a simple coincidence as

© VLADIMIR SHIROKOV

On 2 December, GUM (State Department Store) hosted the opening of a charitable photographic exhibition entitled Let’s help the polar bear together, part of
a joint Coca-Cola and WWF polar bear conservation
project. A number of Russian show business celebrities took part in the

Well-known figure skating
trainer, Alexander Zhulin, took
part in a charitable WWF and
Coca-Cola photographic project.

event, including, Svetlana Bondarchuk, Tatiana Gevorkyan, Rita Mitrofanova,
Konstantin Kryukov, Miroslava Duma, Alena Akhmadulina, Aurora, Evgeny
Stychkin, Valeria Gai Germanika, Alisa Grebenshikova, Anton Komolov, Tutta
Larsen, Ruslan Nigmatulin, Alexander Oleshko, Lyaisan Utyasheva, Igor Vernik,
Alexander Zhulin and others. Vladimir Shirokov and Artem Mikhalkov took
part in the project as invited celebrity photographers. After the exhibition that
has now become a regular event opened, participants took part in roundtable
discussions on the conservation of the fragile Arctic ecosystem and its wildlife,
especially the polar bear, and the work of WWF’s Polar Bear Patrol. The discussion was followed by a charity concert. Packaging of New Year Coca-Cola products featured polar bears and WWF’s logo and also featured a link to the website
where one can find out how to help.
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railways are an environmentally-friendly alternative to motor transport. One
the Day, WWF welcomed passengers arriving in Moscow at Paveletsky and
Belorussky railway stations and informed them on how to travel around the city
in the most environmentally-friendly way. According to some studies, each year
Aeroexpress helps prevent41,000 kilometres of traffic jams from forming and
60,000 tonnes of exhaust gases from being emitted by cars.

WWF ANNOUNCED
WINNERS
OF SMALL GRANTS
FOR NATURE RESERVES
AND NATIONAL PARKS

Shelters for wild animals, monitoring cameras and
models of ancient settlements will be new features in
some Russian national parks, all resulting from the
usual small grant competition conducted for Russian
protected areas by WWF.
In April, WWF announced the winners of the conservation projects competition
under the title Partnership for the benefit of Nature. Protected areas that took
part in the competition proposed projects that had already secured some support
from other partners. Among the winners, were: Samarskaya Luka National Park
with its Aibolit’s Home project, a shelter for wild animals in difficulty; Shushensky Bor National Park with its setting up of anti-poaching monitoring cameras;
Ugra National Park with its construction of an ancient settlement; Dagestansky
Nature Reserve with its eco-station for schoolchildren and students; and Kenozersky National Park with its outdoor exposition of old wooden buildings. Taganai
National Park was the winner in the sixth and special nomination that was instituted by the Toyota Motor Corporation for those protected areas that are located
within regions where the company is active. Toyota Motor Corporation has been
the principal partner of this competition for the last three years. The protected
area grant programme has also been supported by BAT Russia, M.Video, Tetra
Pak and Sanoma Independent Media.

Schoolchildren in Vladimir Province learnt how to
help protect nature in Meshera National Park. Supported

During a lesson being held in
Meshera National Park, Vladimir
Province.
© ALLA SOLODOVA
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by Crafts Foods Inc., WWF organised in August a summer environmental camp
in the park. Through games, quizzes, relay races and guided hikes, children
learnt how to make friends with nature, protect forests and develop an environmentally-responsible attitude. The programme also included a role-playing game
Let’s create a protected area, lessons in designing eco-trails and saving resources,
craft-making workshops and many other things. With help from WWF and the
national park, children
studied the basics of hydrobiology and forestry
and learnt about the
amazing life of swamps.

As part of a joint WWF and Yves Rocher Foundation
project, 168,000 pine seedlings were planted in Krasnoboisky District of Arkhangelsk Province. The main aim of
this project is to help restore forest that has been destroyed by natural disasters,
such as windfalls and wildfires. The project began in 2010 and in 2011 another
batch of young pine trees was planted. The main activities of this project are
planned to be carried out in 2012. The plantations are supervised by the local
forestry units and WWF experts. In total, 3 million seedlings are planned to be
planted by 2013.

USD 100,000
FOR THE NATURE
CONSERVATION
IN ALTAI

Citi Foundation will allocate USD 100,000 to nature
conservation in Altai Republic.
During 2011, WWF and the Citi Foundation made it possible for residents of
Altai Republic to obtain funds for developing or starting up their own businesses.
Income generated through small business should help to reduce poaching for
food. The small grants programme is designed for residents of villages located
within habitats of the rarest species, snow leopard and argali. The programme is
focused on supporting beginners in business and low-income families. Certainly,
these categories have restricted access to loans. In May, WWF’s Amur office
received substantial support from Citibank. To celebrate attaining Citibank’s
one millionth client, 576,000 Korean pine seedlings were planted in Leopard
Land in south-western Primorsky Province in 2011 and the remaining amount
will be planted in 2012. This campaign involved volunteers as well as WWF and
Citibank staff.

New products featuring WWF’s
logo became available in shops.
These include the Navigator LED light bulbs, the
Bella Natura series of natural wines from DIONIS
CLUB and Irobot gift bags made from recycled
paper. The new items add to already- existing Panda
products, such as RESO-GARANTIA green card
insurance policies, Alfa-Bank cards, M.Video gift
vouchers and NaDom Group mail catalogues. Some
of the revenue obtained from the sale of these products helps to support the Fund’s programmes.
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THE CITI FOUNDATION
WILL ALLOCATE

© JULIA KALINICHEVA / WWF-RUSSIA

WWF-Russia CEO, Igor Chestin,
plants trees together with the
representatives of from WWF’s
corporate partners to lay the
foundation for a successful future
collaboration.

WWF Corporate Club is an annual membership programme
established specially for businesses who would like to support
nature conservation in Russia.
WWF Corporate Club is
• Manifesting your company’s social responsibility in addressing environmental problems
• Opportunity to develop a joint conservation project
• Positioning the company on the global level by indicating the membership
in WWF Corporate Club
• Positioning your company in WWF annual reports
• Positioning your company on www.wwf.ru website
• Raising environmental awareness among your company’s staff and promoting environmental dimension into its corporate culture through the Living Office, an exclusive project for the Corporate Club members
• Ceremony of handing the membership certificate at the next WWF public
event after joining the Club.

WWF-RUSSIA CORPORATE PARTNERS

How to become a WWF partner read at www.wwf.ru/business/eng
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Sixty-five per cent of WWF’s work worldwide is funded through
private donations. During 2011, supporters of WWF-Russia
provided over 31.6 million roubles for the Fund’s projects. As of
today, the total number of WWF-Russia supporters is 16,500.
Every year this number grows and, by acting together, we can
provide real help where no one else can.

© NATALIA SLEPENKOVA / WWF-RUSSIA

WWF
SUPPORTERS

In March, July and December
2011, main screens on QIWI
payment terminals featured the
panda, WWF’s logo. During 2011, a total
of 4,167,186 roubles was collected for conservation
through the QIWI terminals. Many thanks to our
wonderful partners!

WWF supporters and activists took part in the campaign against logging in the world’s largest tract of
intact pine-broadleaved forests in the Bikin River
basin. 28,000 signatures were handed over to the First Deputy Prime Minister, Victor Zubkov, and our victory did not take long! Read more about the Bikin
project on page 12.

During 2011, the panda logo appeared in the largest
Russian banks, namely, Alfa-Bank, Citibank, VTB 24
and Promsvyazbank (PSB). From now on, their customers using
internet-banking can transfer money for WWF projects at any time from any
computer that has internet access. All one has to do is simply ‘click’ on the button
“Donate to WWF”. Furthermore, the websites of these banks also allow customers
to set up regular payments to the Fund.

More than 400 supporters gave gifts to WWF’s 50th
Anniversary. In keeping with international charity practice, they arranged
for monthly payments to be made from their bank accounts in support of nature.
Regular payments are very important in ensuring continued funding for WWF’s
conservation projects. It is also more convenient for families to set aside a small
amount every month through a standing order than to pay a large lump sum
once a year. Using the services of Sberbank, Alfa-Bank, VTB 24 and other banks,
arranging a standing order is very easy. Every supporter who sets up a standing
order for us receives a small hand-made felt panda as a token of our gratitude.

Thanks to the help from WWFRussia supporters, these young
pine trees grew up at the site
of burnt ribbon-like pine forests
in Altai.

During the International Year of Forests, WWF supporters donated more than 2 million roubles for the restoration of Russian
forests and 330,000 roubles for forest fire prevention.

© ANNA ALEXEYTSEVA / WWF-RUSSIA

WWF staff members visited those plantations in Altai
where, since 2000, ribbon-like relic pine forests were
being restored under the Plant Your Forest Programme funded by supporters.
The Programme was completed in spring 2010.
Over its 10-year lifespan, more than 1,000 hectares
of unique pine forests were replanted using WWF
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corporate and private donations. WWF staff members checked on the condition of
the young pine trees planted by WWF supporters and were happy to find the first
cones with seeds.

21 PHOTO
CAMERAS
FOR MONITORING
ENDANGERED ANIMALS
WERE PURCHASED
THANKS TO DONATIONS
FROM WWF
SUPPORTERS
MEMBERS OF THE
GOLDEN PANDA CLUB.
YOU ARE WELCOME
TO JOIN!
© ELENA TEREBINSKAYA /
WWF-RUSSIA

Afanas'ev Igor'
Alekseeva Evgeniya
Andreeva Galina
Andreeva Irina
Apostol Kristofer
Arkhangel'skiy Gleb
Barsegyan Laura
Basov Maksim
Bezrukova Ekaterina
Biryulin Maksim
Bondarchuk Irina

photo traps were set up within core snow leopard habitat in the Chihachev and
Mongun-Taiga mountain ranges (Altai and Tyva Republics, respectively) close to
the Mongolian border. Read more on page 43.

In January 2011, 23 WWF supporters, all members of
the Golden Panda Club*, visited Antarctica. Their route followed the Antarctic Peninsula with the southernmost extent of the trip being the
Ukrainian Vernadsky Research Base (65°14' 44.44"S). All travel costs were covered
by the participants. From their ship, the Plancius, built in Holland, supporters
watched wildlife, sighting huge colonies of penguins as well as seals, sea otters,
whales, albatrosses and petrels. The most amazing thing for team members was
the fact that animals were not scared of humans. This was an unforgettable experience of communicating with nature at arm’s length. The supporters also saw how
important it is to limit our environmental footprint or impact on nature as there
are traces of human activity even in the Antarctic and it would take a very long
time for ecosystems to heal their wounds.

*Members of the Golden Panda Club do not only give large financial donations to the
Fund’s projects, but are true WWF enthusiasts who help promote the idea of charity for nature. The minimal annual membership fee for the Golden Panda Club is 100,000 roubles.

The Club’s website address is www.wwf.ru/golden_panda
Borisov Dmitriy
Borisova Ekaterina
Chugunova Inna
Dergunova Ol'ga
Dikhtyar Svetlana
Dontsov Nikolay
Kabanov Evgeniy
Kalita Tat'yana
Kanevskiy Vladislav
Kartashov Andrey
Kartashova Alina
Khachaturyan Anzhelika
Kharchenko German
Kim Natal'ya
Kitain Mikhail
Kokorin Aleksey
Kolesnik Elena
Koreshkova Svetlana

Kormilitsin Nikolay
Korzhova Anna
Koshelev Dmitriy
Koval' Galina
Kruglov Pavel
Kudryavtseva Margarita
Kudryavtseva Tat'yana
Kulakov Pavel
Kuptsova Natal'ya
Kushnerenko Dmitriy
Kuzin Konstantin
Murtazin Rustam
Mushinskiy Vyacheslav
Niznik Aleksandr
Onishhenko Vladislav
Orlov Nikita
Pikulya Vladimir
Polikanov Dmitriy

Popov Gavriil
Popov Vasiliy
Ryazanov Andrey
Sarkisov Konstantin
Shhipalova Evgeniya
Slepenkova Nataliya
Sokolovskaya Tat'yana
Strongin Semen
Terebinskaya Elena
Tsypulev Denis
Tynkovan Aleksandr
Tynkovan Anna
Tynkovan Svetlana
Vaksova Ekaterina
Zeybot Sergey
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© SERGEY SPITSYN /
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21 photo cameras to monitor endangered animals in
the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion were purchased thanks to
donations received from WWF supporters. In October, the

17 POLAR
BEAR
CUBS
FIND THEIR ADOPTERS

In December 2011, WWF initiated a new campaign
Adopt a Polar Bear. By January 2012, 17 polar bear cubs found adopters
who gave donations for the conservation of the polar bear and its home, the Arctic.
Amur tigers have not been forgotten though – during 2011, another 30 striped cats
were adopted.

POLAR BEAR ADOPTERS IN 2011
© MARINA KHRAPOVA / WWF-RUSSIA

Afanas'eva Anna

Masterova Kseniya

Andreevy Galina i Irina (2 bears)

Nikiforov Kirill

Bogdanov Nikolay

Pazenko Elena

Dergunova Ol'ga

Rezchikov Vyacheslav Aleksandrovich

Dikhtyar Svetlana

Sem'ya Ponomarenko

Korostyshevskaya Marusya

Shikhman Kirill

Krasovskiy Oleg

Vasil'ev Nikita

Makarov Ivan

Zhizhin Vyacheslav

AMUR TIGER ADOPTERS IN 2011
Actress Lubov Tolkalina with her
daughter Masha and symbol of
adopted polar bear

«Gruppa Di»

Nikiforov Kirill

Andreevy Grigoriy and Mikhail

Parshkova Diana

Belousova Yuliya

Polyakova Elena

Dergunova Ol'ga

Roman

Dolzhenkov Andrey

Ryazanov Andrey

Dymov Vadim

Ponomarenko family

Golitsyn Artem

Shalaev Anton

Kataev Maksim

Shaykhutdinovy Njelli and Aleksandr

Khachaturyan Anzhelika

Shelest Ol'ga

Koval'skiy Vladimir

Shhipalova Evgeniya

Makeeva Ol'ga

Shmatko Anna

Matveev Vladimir

Stefanovy-Begun Anastasiya and Viktor

Men of audit department, power group (KPMG
company)

Tabolin Konstantin
Taranovy Yuliya and Dima

During 2011, WWF opened an account on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/wwfRU). Thanks to supporters, we received
over 6,000 ‘likes’, leaving the Facebook pages of WWF-Belgium and WWF-Finland trailing behind.

Thanks to donations received from our supporters,
WWF produced two calendars for 2012 and a T-shirt
with an image of a polar bear. The wall calendar features photographs of Russian forests kindly provided by Konstantin Mikhailov, a well-known
photo-artist, while the table-top calendar was published as a follow-on from
WWF’s Antarctic expedition and features photographs of the participating supporters. The T-shirt was designed specifically for WWF by Earth Keeper, Dmitry
Zhuravlev.
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INVESTING
IN THE PLANET’S
FUTURE
During 2011, we have again increased the amount of funds for our
programmes by 3% and returned to the pre-crisis level of funding.
The largest source of funding for us has been and continues to be
the international WWF network. This provided Euro 4.5 million for
the conservation of biodiversity in Russia and Central Asia. International and governmental aid agencies, such as the German Federal
Ministry for the Environment, World Bank, USAID, Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and others, provided a further Euro
2.03 million for our work.

>>>
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Being a national Russian organisation, we actively involve Russia’s private sector and individuals in nature
conservation activities. It is very important to us that
the proportion of national donations grows every year.
In 2011, a record was again reached when Russian donations contributed Euro 1.8 million or about 20% to
the total income for WWF-Russia.

Pyotr Gorbunenko,
WWF-Russia
Executive Director

WWF-Russia today has 145 staff members working in Moscow and
the regional offices in Arkhangelsk, Vladivostok, Krasnodar, Krasnoyarsk, Murmansk and Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. Expenditure on
remunerations (including all taxes) amounted to Euro 3,584,000. Being recognized professionals, our employees conduct the core work of
WWF themselves, while for some specific tasks, experts are outsourced.
Devoted to nature conservation, all these professionals allow WWF to
achieve success.
Every year, WWF-Russia is subjected to an independent financial
audit. The audit’s conclusions are made public through the website
HYPERLINK "http://www.wwf.ru"www.wwf.ru and prove that the
organisation’s financial practices and statements are valid and comply
with Russian law. Regular internal and independent checks ensure that
funds received from our supporters, corporate partners and international
donors are invested in the future of our Planet - for the conservation of
nature for people and together with people!
Thank you for your support and trust!
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FINANCE OF WWF-RUSSIA IN 2011
Income in 2011, in thousands of Euros

Expenditures in 2011, in thousands of Euros

6

11
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6

5

1. WWF-UK

503

1. Biodiversity Conservation in Priority Ecoregions

4777

2. Reducing Human Ecological Footprint

1549

3. Scientific and Methodological Support

1207

4. TRAFFIC – wildlife trade monitoring
programme

78

5. Living Planet Programmeme
(working with the public)

781

WWF-Japan

96

Project administration

1037

WWF-Canada

169

TOTAL

9430

WWF offices in other countries

218

6.

INVESTING IN THE PLANET’S FUTURE

1

3

2. WWF-Germany

729

3. WWF-Netherlands

1581

4. WWF-Sweden

1002

5. Other WWF:
WWF-USA

308

6. Corporate sponsorship and donations

937

7. Donations from individuals

860

8. German Federal Ministry for the Environment

1100

9. Other aid agencies:
World Bank

140

USAID

127

Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

141

Royal Norwegian Ministry of the Environment

110

Royal Netherlands Embassy in Russia

117

Other governmental agencies

291

10. Foreign NGOs and private foundations:
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation

438

MAVA Foundation

220

Coca-Cola Foundation

75

Citi Foundation

112

Other NGOs and private foundations

35

11. Other sources
TOTAL

121
9430
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OVER 3,000
ARTICLES
ON FORESTS
AND WWF’S WORK
WERE PUBLISHED
IN THE MEDIA
DURING 2011

Despite the fact that everyone in Russia knows a certain amount about forests, during the International
Year of Forests WWF expended considerable effort
working on public awareness. Every month we talked about
what challenges and threats Russian forests face, how they can be managed
wisely, what forests mean to Russians and many other aspects. In total during
2011, the media published over 3,000 articles relating to forests and WWF.
Other popular topics covered by journalists and touching on the Fund’s activities
included the conflict around Khimki Forest, the Earth Hour campaign, BP’s and
Rosneft’s development plans in the Arctic, Dmitry Medvedev’s meeting with environmental NGOs and the meeting of the State Environmental Council. In total during
2011, WWF was mentioned in the media 11,200 times. Although this figure was
higher in 2010, we are not unhappy as in 2011 we did not have to write much about
forest fires.

In order to cover conservation issues and successes in the media in a more pronounced and noticeable way, WWF established and continues to develop a club
for journalists. This Club comprises a group of correspondents and editors from
Russia’s largest media companies who are interested in environmental conservation. At present, the Club includes journalists from RIA Novosti, Gazeta.ru,
Kommersant, Vedomosti-Pyatnitsa, Argumenty Nedeli, Kommersant fm, RBK,
Infox.ru, Moscow Times, Rossiskaya gazeta, Moscow News and Marker.ru.

WWF SAVED
OVER 40 MILLION
ROUBLES THANKS
TO THE FACT THAT
ALL OF THE FUND’S
ADVERTISING IS SOCIAL
AND FREE OF CHARGE
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Every year, WWF-Russia saves a considerable
amount of money when creating and placing its
adverts.
During 2011, our partners provided free advertising valued at more than 40
million roubles. New friends from an amazing project Freezelight created an
extraordinary promotional video announcing the Earth Hour campaign using
a photographic camera and a torch. Also, thanks to Maxim Kolyshev and AC
Production Agency, some amusing videos on how to save resources in a city
were created. The promotional video “Everything is connected” that had been
created by Ogilvy international advertising agency was adapted for Russian
audiences.
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WWF
IN MASS
MEDIA

OVER 100,000
SIGNATURES
SUPPORTING
CONSERVATION
CAMPAIGNS WERE
COLLECTED THROUGH
WWF’S WEBSITE

During 2011, we received help from the television channels Kommersant TV, Moscow 24, Nauka 2.0 and RBK TV, Business FM radio, the
magazines Hello!, Afisha, Aeroflot and Rolling Stone, as well as the
web-portals snob.ru, afisha.ru, rambler.ru, newsru.com, forbes.ru
and openspace.ru.

40 PUBLICATIONS
WERE PRODUCED
BY WWF-RUSSIA
DURING 2011

WWF publications are aimed at both conservation
professionals and a wider audience, such as the mass-media,

design. By using the website, we not only inform people about the latest news
regarding our work, but also collect signatures and money to help implement
the Fund’s projects. In order to attract more visitors, we carried out banner
campaigns, namely, “Let’s Help Nature Together!” and “Make a Good Gift!”
During the year and using the website, we collected about 100,000 signatures in support of stopping the construction of the Prirazlomnaya oil drilling platform, defending Khimki forest, conducting an environmental impact
assessment on the Boguchanskaya hydropower plant and protecting the Bikin
forests. To keep up with the times, we set up WWF accounts on the Facebook and Twitter social networks (6,000 and 1,800 friends respectively) and
continued to develop the WWF group on the VKontakte (In Contact) network
(54,500 friends).

WWF partners, authorities, local communities, supporters and anyone who is
searching for solutions to conservation problems and who trusts WWF’s professionalism. Our publications are distributed free of charge.
To receive them, you can write to jkalinicheva@wwf.ru, or download them from our website at www.wwf.ru/resources/publ.

To commemorate WWF’s 50th Anniversary, the
Russian Postal Service issued a stamp, first-day cover and souvenir set.
Collecting stamps featuring WWF’s logo is very
popular among philatelists around the world.
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WWF IN MASS MEDIA

During 2011, 40% more single users visited the
WWF-Russia website compared with the previous
year. This year, for better convenience to users, we updated the website’s

368,000
HECTARES
Total increase in size of protected
areas in the Amur Ecoregion.

440 BISON

FISHERMEN
ARE WITH WWF

PHOTO: © VICTOR LUKAREVSKY / WWF-RUSSIA

WWF-RUSSIA IN 2011
All harvesting of cod and haddock in the Russian
portion of the Barents Sea must be certified.

2.2 MILLION ROUBLES
Amount raised during the annual Ball on the Lawn
for WWF’s Protected Areas Programme.

Number released into the wild
from the Breeding Center in
Prioksko-Terrasny Nature
Reserve.

MORE THAN
500,000 HECTARES

17
Polar bears who’ve found
their ‘adoptive parents’.

Total increase in size of protected areas in the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion.

Why we are here
To stop the stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
www.wwf.ru

WWW.WWF.RU

19, bld.3 Nikoloyamskaya St., P.O. Box 3, 109240 Moscow, Russia
tel.: +7 495 727 09 39; fax: +7 495 727 09 38
russia@wwf.ru

