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Dear Friends,
The past year, 2013, was unusual! Initially proposed by an environmental activist from 
Tomsk and subsequently approved by Presidential Decree, 2013 was declared as being the 
Year of the Environment. What was done and what wasn’t done for the protection of the 
environment during such a special year?

Three new national parks were established. Legal norms were introduced to enforce crimi-
nal responsibility for the trading in skins and other parts of endangered species of wildlife. 
Cubs were born at the Breeding and Rehabilitation Center for the Persian leopard – not 
just one, but two pairs of leopards became parents. Our recommendations to restore the 
status of protected forests and to encourage the forest industry to change from one that is 
predominantly based on extensive development into one that is much more intensive were 
supported by the President of the Russian Federation. Now, instead of logging primary for-
ests, the priority will be given to growing trees within already cleared areas. The Northwest 
Phosphorous Company agreed to change its plans on the development of a new mineral 
fi eld in the Khibiny Mountains without damaging the future national park. 

Of what we haven’t managed to complete is the law on adverse impacts on the environment 
that hasn’t been approved because of active lobbying from some industrial corporations. 
The draft law on environmental impact assessments (EIAs) of hazardous industrial devel-
opment has not been approved either. The absence of this law brings about acute confl icts 
in many places with the public. One has to mention the continuing confrontation on the 
Khoper River in Voronezh Province where local communities are decisively against nickel 
mining on the chernozems (black soils), the most fertile agricultural land.

At the end of the Year of the Environment, the 4th All-Russia Congress on the Protection 
of the Environment was held. Almost 4,000 professionals representing federal, regional 
and local authorities, protected areas, research institutions and NGOs came together. The 
previous Congress was held in 2003, so, understandably, there were many issues to discuss. 
Unfortunately, our expectations of hosting at the meeting either the President or Prime-
Minister were not met.

Our team members gave presentations at all the plenary and thematic sections at the Con-
gress. For WWF-Russia,) it was very important to present our conservation strategy and to 
understand how much it is in line with the priorities of other environmental NGOs. And we 
succeeded! Virtually all the objectives we formulated for WWF-Russia were included in the 
fi nal resolution of the Congress. This means that what we do is important, not only for us 
and our supporters but for the whole conservation community in our country.

Yours sincerely,
Igor Chestin

Igor Chestin
WWF-Russia CEO, 

Ph.D in Biology
Member of the Russian 

Academy of Natural Sciences
Honourable 

Environmentalist 
of the Russian Federation 
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Over a period of more than 10 
years, WWF-Russia lobbied for 
amendments to the Criminal Code 
of the Russian Federation that 
would raise the penalties for the 
illegal harvesting, trade and traf-
fi cking of endangered species. As 
of July 2013 – at last – such crimes would now be 
subject to a criminal penalty up to 7 years impris-
onment. Furthermore, if as previously only traf-
fi ckers who were caught with a shipment of rare 
animals worth more than 1 million rubles and 
prosecuted and penalised, from now on, posses-
sion of contraband of just a single skin is enough 
grounds for prosecution. The measures primarily 
concern the Amur tiger, leopard, polar bear and 
other animals whose skins are highly valued on 
the black market. In addition, recent amendments 
introduced criminal penalties for the purchase, 
storage, transportation and sale of endangered spe-
cies and tightened penalties considerably for their 
harvesting.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/eng/11393

Collaboration with the WWF partner ScanEx R&D 
Center made it possible to observe walrus rookeries 
from space. In 2013, WWF and ScanEx received and analysed 185 satel-
lite images of the Novaya Zemlya Archipelago, the Yamal and Taymyr Peninsu-
las, the Kolguev, Matveev and Dolgy Islands and other areas. This large-scale 
research covered 6,500 km2 of arctic coastal areas and made it possible to 
estimate the population number of the Atlantic walrus, as well as observe its 
migrations. Radio tags placed on walruses are of great help in this work.

As the research demonstrated in 2013, the geography of rookeries has changed 
somewhat, ie. Kolguev, Matveev and Dolgy Islands are no longer favoured by 
walruses. One of the possible reasons for this might be increasing economic 
activity within the Pechora Sea.

Therefore, WWF is urging the oil and gas companies to take into account the 
distribution of the Atlantic walrus when planning their developments and opera-
tions. A good example of environmentally-responsible behaviour is the Yamal LNG 
company which developed its own corporate strategy for walrus conservation.

See details: http://wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/species/walrus/
search (in Russian only)
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In December 2013, the Interna-
tional Forum on Polar Bear Con-
servation took place in Moscow, 
initiated and supported by WWF. 
Participants at this meeting, as well as ministers 

and other top offi  cials of the fi ve arctic countries, approved a declaration for-
mulating the priority actions for polar bear conservation.
The exact population size of this endangered species is not currently known 
because undertaking a census is technically quite diffi  cult and requires survey-
ing over vast areas in very harsh climatic conditions. In addition, over recent 
years, climate change in the Arctic has resulted in considerable shifts in dis-
tribution within the polar bear’s range. WWF therefore proposed that Forum 
participants should fi nalise studying polar bear populations and develop a 
circumpolar action plan for polar bear conservation that embraces the whole of 
the Arctic.

WWF intends to follow up on this and other commitments made and will con-
tinue to support work that is aimed at assessing populations and identifying 
key habitats and their eff ective management and also at preventing confl icts 
between bears and people.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11842 

In March-April 2013, polar bear patrols conducted the annual Spring Footprint 
survey. The patrols inspected the arctic coastline in Chukotka and Yakutia and 
recorded all polar bears encountered, their footprints and den locations. An-
other task for the observers was to protect the animals from poachers.

WWF has been conducting the Polar Bear patrol project since 2006. It involves 
residents of coastal villages and staff  of weather stations and protected areas 
across the circumpolar regions. The patrols observe migrations of polar bears, 
warn local residents when bears approach their villages and chase away ani-
mals that intrude on people’s homes.

The patrols make records of movements, places 
and times of encounters, their number and age/
gender composition and pass this information on to 
experts in Moscow.

Every year, more and more settlements and weath-
er stations take part in the WWF project. In 2013, 
volunteers in Nenets AO, Yamal and Taymyr joined 
the Spring Footprint campaign.

In November, around 50 polar bears were sighted 
in the vicinity of Ryrkaipy village in Chukotka. 
They were attracted to the area by carcasses of two 
grey whales that had washed ashore. Bears stayed 

POLAR BEAR 

FORUM

POLAR BEAR 

PATROLS

©
 M

A
R

IN
A 

K
H

R
A

P
O

VA
 / 

W
W

F-
R

U
S

S
IA

©
 V

IC
TO

R
 N

IK
IF

O
R

O
V

 / 
W

W
F-

R
U

S
S

IA

POLAR BEAR 
CONSERVATION



7

around the village for two weeks, sometimes approaching houses very closely. 
Thanks to a 24-hour watch and the well-organised work of patrols, there were 
no confl icts with people and the animals were safely chased away.

To make polar bear patrol work more eff ective, teams need modern means 
of communication, appropriate clothing, transport and fuel. In 2013, WWF 
provided fuel for snowmobiles, while patrols in Eastern Chukotka received a 
new Japanese snowmobile donated by Coca-Cola. Volunteers from Ryrkaipy 
village received a new quad-bike from Helga Loerbroks, a WWF supporter in 
Germany.

See details: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10997 (in Russian only) 
and http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11890 

Four Persian leopard cubs were born last summer at 
the Breeding and Rehabilitation Center in Sochi Na-
tional Park. Two cubs were born to parents brought from Lisbon Zoo, 
while a parental pair that was formed from individuals from Iran and Turk-
menistan gave birth to two more. The fact that adult wild leopards produced 
cubs in captivity is a great success of Russian biologists. Three of the new cubs 
are destined to become founders of a population of wild leopard in the North-
ern Caucasus. Food for the wild cats has been secured thanks to the long-term 
collaboration between WWF and the Kavkazsky Nature Reserve. The popula-
tion numbers of Caucasian goat and chamois, the leopard’s main prey species, 
have increased considerably.

Before releasing animals into the wild, however, the eff ectiveness of the man-
agement of the protected areas must be improved and a positive attitude of the 
local communities towards the leopards must be ensured.

The fourth cub was refused by his mother and was hand-reared. The cub will 
consequently remain in captivity and take part in the Persian Leopard Breed-
ing Program. We hope the Caucasian mountains will become home for its 

descendants.

The Persian leopard reintroduction program in the 
Caucasus is undertaken by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment in partnership with 
Sochi National Park, Kavkazsky Nature Reserve, 
the Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution, 
WWF-Russia and Moscow Zoo.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/eng/11423
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Within the WWF Bison reintro-
duction program in Russia, 10 
more animals were released in the 
Caucasus during 2013. Northern Cauca-
sus Resorts, a long-standing partner of WWF-Rus-
sia, helped to transport bison to Karachay-Cherkes-
sia. The animals replenished a population living in 
the Arkhyz portion of the Teberda Nature Reserve. 
This population was in a depressed state due to 
its small size and inevitable inbreeding. Decisive 
actions undertaken in 2012-2013 made it possible 
to ensure the survival of these “forest giants” and 

double their number. In 2013, the newly-arrived animals produced their fi rst 
calves and joined the established herd by autumn.

By attracting partners and bringing together many concerned people, WWF is 
playing a major role in the conservation of endangered species. Reintroduc-
tions carried out in recent years by WWF-Russia, together with the Govern-
ments of Severnaya Ossetia and Karachay-Cherkessia, WWF-Germany and 
Northern Caucasus Resorts, have improved the status of the bison population 
in the Russian Caucasus.

The next step will be the establishment of a third bison breeding centre in Rus-
sia in Severnaya Ossetia-Alania with the intention of releasing animals into the 
wild at a later date.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11952 

This was one conclusion that the participants of ex-
peditions and operations organised with support of 
WWF in the Argut River Basin (Altai Republic) and 
in Sayano-Shushensky Nature Reserve (Krasnoyarsk 
Province) came up with. At one time, the Argut population of snow 
leopard numbered between 30 and 40 animals and was the largest population 
in Russia, but it was very nearly wiped out through poaching. In winter 2012-
2013, WWF conducted regular anti-poaching operations targeting poachers 
who used wire snares. These types of traps are used for hunting ungulates, but 
snow leopards often fall foul of them. This campaign resulted in the reduction 
in the number of poacher-trappers in the Argut River Basin down to almost 
zero, while the total number of traps dropped by 75-80% compared to 2010. 

During these operations, the experts identifi ed 
new territories of no less than fi ve snow leopards, 
including females. This gives us some hope that the 
number of animals living in Argut area will increase 
over the next 10 years.
It is of essential importance that local communi-
ties benefi t from the conservation of snow leopard. 
Recently, an active poacher gave up his trapping 
business when WWF off ered him remuneration for 
taking photographs with camera traps and taking 
part in anti-poaching operations. In May 2013, he 
submitted some photographs of an unknown ear-
lier snow leopard.
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In Sayano-Shushensky Nature Reserve, the results are similar. Eff ective work 
of the Irbis anti-poaching brigade, supported by WWF since 2008, resulted 
in the disappearance of traps within snow leopard habitat and providing the 
necessary conditions for the growth of the northernmost population in Russia 
that presently numbers 8-9 individuals.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11156 

In November 2013, President Vladimir Putin signed 
a list of instructions to the Government of Russian 
Federation concerning the Amur tiger and leopard. 
This document incorporates virtually all of WWF-Russia’s proposals.

The Presidential instructions are in keeping with decisions taken by Russia 
during the World Tiger Conservation Summit that was held in St. Petersburg 
in 2010. In addition to tiger and leopard conservation, the implementation of 
many instructions on this list will help to improve the effi  ciency of nature con-
servation in Russia in general.

For example, giving the right to staff  members to enforce the control of game 
management units will considerably enlarge the number of inspectors available 
and able to combat poaching. Introducing a system to track the origin of timber 
will help to eliminate illegally-harvested wood from the trade within Russia.

A new Presidential directive relating to the decision to create a national park 
on the Bikin River was made. For many years, WWF has been seeking to create 
a protected area of federal importance on the Bikin River, which, alongside its 
conservation purpose, would also take into account the interests of indigenous 
Udege and Nanai people. The fact that the document provides for the partici-
pation of indigenous communities in the management of the national park is of 
crucial importance.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11782 

In 2013, WWF completed the drafting of a complex 
and ambitious program for the restoration of the 
Caspian tiger that was developed in collaboration 
with the Government of Kazakhstan. The draft program 
is now being reviewed by Kazakh and international experts.

The most important initial stage in this program is working with local communi-
ties. We need to secure the support of people living in future tiger habitats and 
improve the economic situation in the area to avoid potential confl icts arising 
between tigers and humans. Raising environmental awareness and developing 
environmentally-sustainable natural resource use will help to achieve this aim.

See details: http://wwf.ru/about/where_we_work/asia/tiger/eng 
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>>> The year 2013 brought another positive result 
in WWF’s long-term eff orts to strengthen Russian 
protected areas. Thanks to strong public support, an 
area of high conservation value in the future Khibiny 
National Park was rescued from destructive indus-
trial development. President Putin signed a number 
of directives to the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration, including a decision to develop a new na-
tional park near the Bikin River. In WWF’s opinion, 
the biggest success of the year has been the estab-
lishment of a number of new protected areas.

As a result of consultations with WWF, the North-
West Phosphoric Company (NWPC) dropped plans 
to build an industrial road in the future Khibiny Na-
tional Park that would have split the park into two.

NWPC intended to construct a fairly major road to 
transport ore from the Partomchorr area to the ore 
processing facilities at Oleniy Ruchey. Following 
the consultations with WWF and the Kola Biodiver-
sity Conservation Center, NWPC decided to process 
the ore in close proximity to the deposits. A new 
processing facility will be built at Partomchorr in 
an area covered by young pine forest, thereby not 
threatening vulnerable mountain tundra. A new 
road will be built as well, but after it is no longer 
used for transporting construction equipment and 
materials, it will be placed under the jurisdiction of 
the national park authority. NWPC management 
recognises and accepts that the changes to their 
initial plan were triggered by protests from envi-
ronmentalists and by active positions taken by local 
authorities.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11247

The new Onega Pomorie National Park was estab-
lished in Arkhangelsk Province with the support of 
WWF. At 201,700 ha in size, the park is almost seven times larger than 
the City of Arkhangelsk. The conservation value of the area is very high as it 
contains one of the very few remaining large tracts of indigenous boreal forest 
and has an exceptional diversity of landscapes in the form of a combination of 
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taiga forest, wetlands, lakes, river valley and coastal 
ecosystems. The waters of the White Sea are home 
to many marine mammals, such as the saddleback 
seal, ringed seal and beluga whale. Rivers on the 
Onega Peninsula are breeding grounds for salmon 
species, such as Atlantic salmon, bull-trout and 
humpback salmon, while the shallow waters in the 
adjacent sea are breeding habitats for important 
commercial species, such as Atlantic navaga and 
herring. Together with the valuable natural ecosys-
tems found on the Onega Peninsula, the new na-
tional park will also help to preserve the traditional 
lifestyle of coast-dwellers.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/10883 

For over 10 years, WWF has tried to persuade the 
Government of the Khakassia Republic to develop a 
network of nature parks in one of the most valuable 
conservation areas and tourist-attractive sites in the 
Altai-Sayan ecoregion. The fi rst step along this path has been taken 
with the establishment of a new protected area covering 163,000 ha.

Khakassia Nature Park is located on the eastern slopes of the Abakan Ridge 
and represents a bridge linking the Shorsky National Park in Kemerovo Prov-
ince and the Altaisky and Khakassky Nature Reserves in Altai Republic and 
Khakass Republic, respectively. The total area of this largest tract of protected 
area in the Russian portion of the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion, which also includes 
the Ak-Cholushpa Nature Park in Altai and the Pozarym Nature Refuge in 
Khakassia, amounts to 2,158,000 ha. This is a larger area than Slovenia.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11159 

THE FIRST 
NATURE PARK 
IN KHAKASSIA
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A new national park called Beringia was created in 
Chukotka in 2013. It encompasses over 18,000 km2 between the 
Chukchi and Bering Seas. The fi rst discussions on the creation of a Soviet-
American international or trans-boundary park linking Chukotka and Alaska to 
protect the unique nature and culture in the area began as early as 1990. Soon 
afterwards, a feasibility study on the park was completed by WWF experts in 
collaboration with Russian researchers and nowadays, more than 20 years 
later, political agreements have at last been transformed into practical develop-
ments.

The new nature area will protect the landscapes on the Chukotka Peninsula 
and the archaeological and cultural sites belonging to the indigenous Eskimos 
and Chukchis. The land and sea here is home to many endangered species 
of wildlife and the full-fl owing rivers are breeding grounds for salmon. The 
coastal cliff s are full of never-silent bird colonies.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/10685

The Decree of the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration issued on 30 December 2013 announced the 
establishment of the Shantar Islands National Park 
in Khabarovsk Province. The Shantar Archipelago consists of 
15 amazing islands in the Sea of Okhotsk. Fifteen years ago, WWF and the 
Khabarovsk Wildlife Fund began work on creating a new federal protected 
area. The proclamation of the Shantar Islands National Park, which together 

with adjacent waters totals 515,500 ha, is a terrifi c 
Christmas present for the entire team of experts 
who have worked on this project over all these 
years.

The new national park will become one of the gems 
in the Russian “Pacifi c necklace” that would be 
visited by ocean-going cruise-liners, along with 
the Commander Islands and Kuril Islands Nature 
Reserves. Incredibly beautiful, bizarre and inacces-
sible cliff s, waterfalls up to 100 metres high, huge 
colonies of seabirds, breeding grounds for salmon, 
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seal rookeries, more than 100 nests of ocean eagles, bowhead whales and 
numerous brown bears – all these treasures will now be protected, but will still 
also be available for eco-tourism.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11984

UN experts supported WWF’s proposal to include 
the West Kamchatka continental shelf in the List of 
Ecologically and Biologically Signifi cant Areas under 
the Convention on Biological Diversity.

This continental shelf is a feeding area for the most valuable species of Kam-
chatka salmon (sock-eyed salmon) and is home to the Alaska pollock, seals, 
a great variety of bird species and the largest population of Kamchatka crab. 
International recognition will help to exclude the high conservation value por-
tions of the shelf from oil and gas development plans and thereby preserve the 
area’s biological integrity and diversity and contribute to ensuring food secu-
rity in Russia.

See details: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11069 (in Russian only)

The year 2013 became a turning point in the destiny 
of the Amur leopard, the conservation of which has 
been a WWF priority for over 18 years. The establishment 
of an 82,000-ha buff er zone at the Land of Leopard National Park was the fi nal 
accord in creating a single protected area within the habitat of this extremely 
endangered species. Thanks to assistance from Sergey Ivanov, Head of the RF 

Presidential Offi  ce, a to-
tal of 360,000 ha of the 
range of this rare wild 
cat in south-western 
Primorie has received 
various forms of protec-
tion status.

Strengthening of leop-
ard’s protection status 
has brought results! 
According to the snow 
footprint survey un-
dertaken in 2013, the 
number of leopards has 
grown 1.5-fold, now 
amounting to no less 
than 50 individuals.

CONTINENTAL SHELF 

MUST BE 
PROTECTED
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In November 2013, the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources of the Russian Federation approved a new 
edition of the Amur leopard conservation strategy 
that was formulated in partnership with WWF. One 
of the most important parts of the strategy relates 
to the program for the reintroduction of this rare 
wild cat.

See details: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/10676 
(in Russian only)

In 2013, and supported by WWF, Sokhondinsky Na-
ture Reserve in Russia and Onon-Balj National Park 
in Mongolia were joined together. This is the main prerequisite 
for the creation of the Headwaters of Amur Russian-Mongolian protected area.

The Amur River arises in the area adjacent to the Russia-Mongolia border. 
Onon-Balj National Park lies immediately adjacent to the state border, while 
Sokhondinsky Nature Reserve is located 20-40 km away from the border. 
Designed with WWF support, the 318,000-ha buff er zone of Sokhondinsky 
Nature Reserve in the southern Trans-Baikal Region has now linked these two 
protected areas. Mongolian gazelle, Siberian marmot, Demoiselle crane and 
bustards visit Russia from the Mongolian steppe, while brown bear, sable, roe 
and red deer descend to Mongolia from the Russian taiga. The newly-estab-
lished buff er zone forms a migration corridor for the wildlife and completes the 
development of a protected area network within the Russian part of the future 
Headwaters of Amur Russian-Mongolian trans-boundary protected area.

See details: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11150
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In 2013, about 700,000 ha of land were given pro-
tected status in Kazakhstan and Kirgizia. This is 10 times 
the area of the city of Astana. For many years, WWF has been working in 
Central Asia on creating the Econet, a network of protected areas that are con-
nected with corridors. Its purpose is to preserve the integrity of ecosystems 
without precluding economic and social development. This can be achieved by 
linking isolated protected areas and applying certain land-use restrictions to 
areas in between.

WWF drew up an Econet development plan for the middle reaches of the 
Syr-Darya River in Kazakhstan. The Government of Kazakhstan incorporated 
WWF’s proposal into their long-term plan for protected area development 
and, in future, this work will be funded from the state budget. The fi rst result 
was the establishment of the 120,000-ha Turkestan Regional Nature Park, one 
of the key components of the Econet in the middle reaches of the Syr-Darya 
River, adjacent deserts and the Karatau Mountains.

A similar project has been underway in Kirgizia since 2009. Its main success in 
2013 was the extension of the Sarychat-Ertash Nature Reserve, home to snow 
leopard, argali and other endangered species. Just a year earlier, this protected 
area had to be rescued from gold mining, but now its size has almost doubled. 

See details: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10817 (in Russian only)
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In September 2013, the Government of the Russian 
Federation approved the Russian Forest Policy Doc-
ument. WWF has for a long time been promoting for the development of 
this very important document that would determine the destiny of forests in 
Russia for future years and act as the foundation upon which forest legislation 
can be improved. The Forest Policy was prepared in collaboration with vari-
ous stakeholders, including environmental NGOs, under WWF’s leadership. It 
contains the key principles necessary to bring the forest sector out of recession, 
namely: open up information to the public on the state of resources; provide an 
opportunity for local communities to participate in the management of forests; 
furnish better protection to high conservation value forests; identify and set 
aside national forest heritage (i.e. those forest landscapes to be excluded from 
industrial logging); and a number of other principles that environmentalists 
believe need to be recognised.

See details: http://www.wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/forests/for-
est_politics/eng

On 23 March 2013, our planet witnessed another 
Earth Hour Campaign that encourages millions of 
people to think about the wellbeing of nature and a 
secure future for our planet. The principal target of this year’s 
campaign in Russia was the collection of signatures to reinstate a ban on 
industrial logging in protective forests. Protective forests help to maintain our 
key resources, such as drinking water, soil fertility, stable climate and clear 
air, as well as provide other invaluable environmental services. However, due 
to changes in forest legislation in 2009-2010 and for the fi rst time in the last 
70 years, industrial logging became a threat to protective forests. WWF pro-
posed amendments to the Forest Code that would reinstate a ban on industrial 
logging in protective forests. Over 127,000 people supported the WWF ap-
peal. In April 2013, during the meeting of the Presidium of the State Council, 
WWF-Russia CEO, Igor Chestin, presented the results of the public campaign 
to protect protective forests to President Vladimir Putin, who subsequently 
instructed the Government to give consideration to this initiative. As of now, 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, together with other stake-
holders, is preparing a draft law that would specify the legal regime applicable 
to protective forests and ban industrial logging within them.

See details: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/10793
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Three million coniferous trees were 
planted in Arkhangelsk Province 
and Altai Republic between 2010 
and 2013. This is the result of a joint Yves Rocher 
and WWF project on the restoration of forests that 
have been destroyed by natural disasters, such as 
windfalls and wildfi res. In seven forest units in Altai, 
2,344,000 spruce, cedar pine and larch seedlings were 
planted, while in the Krasnoborsk and Pinezh Districts 
of Arkhangelsk Province, 660,000 pine and spruce 

seedling are growing. Local residents, students and schoolchildren took part in the 
planting exercises while under the supervision of experienced forestry profession-
als. As a result, forest is now being restored in an area of over 900,000 ha.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11439 
(in Russian only)

In 2013, the total area of high conservation value 
forests that have been spared from logging under 
agreements set up between forestry companies and 
WWF reached 700,000 ha. This is 13 times more than the area 
of Pinezhsky Nature Reserve and is almost the same size as Adygea Repub-
lic. Such a signifi cant fi gure refl ects the long-term work WWF has conducted 
with forest companies and using the system of voluntary forestry certifi cation, 
according to FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) standards, helps to establish 
mutual understanding. Companies that commit themselves to preserving high 
conservation value forests are granted FSC certifi cates. As western consumers 
pay close attention to the origin of timber, only the produce of FSC-certifi ed 
companies is in demand on the international market. Moratoriums on logging 
protect the last tracts of undisturbed taiga remaining in Europe up until such 
time that they receive protection status as regional nature refuges (zakazniki).

See details: wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11263 (in Russian only)

Over 200,000 ha of large intact forest tracts will 
be protected from logging within the habitat of the 
Amur tiger – such is a condition of the Memoran-
dum of Understanding signed between WWF, some 
other environmental NGOs and the Terneyles group, 
one of the leading forest logging companies in the 
Russian Far East. In addition to this voluntary commitment, Terney-
les will considerably limit use in 350,000 ha of Korean pine-broadleaf forests 
within the Samarga, Bikin, Iman and Armu river basins. Before signing this 
agreement, organisations spent eight long years conducting fi eld surveys, 
analysing data and negotiating on the application of FSC voluntary certifi cation 
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standards. The Memorandum of Understanding 
between Terneyles Group, WWF-Russia and other 
environmental NGOs is an important step in the 
conservation of biodiversity in the Russian Far East 
and is evidence of the positive results that can be 
achieved using FSC certifi cation.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11489 

In 2013, WWF publicised facts about the illegal cut-
ting of valuable tree species in the Russian Far East 
having reached a critical scale. As demonstrated by a com-
parative analysis conducted by the Fund between 2004 and 2011, the amount 
of Mongolian oak, one of the most valuable tree species in the area, cut for 
subsequent export to China exceeded the permitted quota by 2- to 4-fold. Il-
legal cutting is also being conducted within Amur tiger habitat. It is not just the 
violations taking place that is of concern, but also the way in which the forests 
are being managed. At present, forest usage exceeds the levels permitted by law 
by many times.

Based on available data, WWF published a review entitled Illegal logging in the 
Russian Far East: global demand and taiga destruction. The published materi-

als are especially valuable in view of recent interna-
tional legislation aimed at preventing trade in items 
made from illegally-harvested timber that fi nds 
its way into the EU and US markets, especially via 
China. In April 2013, WWF presented the results of 
this research to President Vladimir Putin at a meet-
ing of the Presidium of the State Council on rais-
ing effi  ciency in the forest sector. The conclusions 
formed the basis of a number of clear and to-the-
point Presidential instructions that are aimed at 
preventing illegal timber harvesting, including that 
which takes place within the habitats of endangered 
cats.

See details: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/
publ/book/eng/776 
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>>> The year 2013 represents a turning point in the 
development of the ecological certifi cation of Rus-
sian fi sheries. Approximately 70% of Alaska pollock 
harvesting in the Okhotsk Sea and 70% of cod and 
haddock harvesting in the Barents Sea are certifi ed 
according to Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
standards. MSC certifi cation gives fi sheries the moti-
vation to use resources sustainably, because seafood 
harvested by environmentally-responsible compa-
nies is in higher demand in the markets.

Harvesting Alaska pollock in the Sea of Okhotsk 
(one of the largest mono-species fi shing fi shery) was 
granted the right to use the MSC logo. Each year, up to 1 
million tonnes of this fi sh is being harvested in the Sea of Okhotsk, rep-
resenting one third of the pollock world’s harvest. Alaska pollock plays 
a crucial role in the Northern Pacifi c ecosystem. The certifi cation pro-
cess took over fi ve years to establish and, went a long way from mutual 
distrust to close cooperation between fi shermen and WWF. The main 
goal for pollock fi sheries now is to strengthen control over harvesting, 
particularly by increasing the number of observers on board of fi shing 
vessels to obtain more precise data on the amount of harvested fi sh, on 
discard of juvenile pollock and on by-catch species composition, includ-
ing marine mammals and sea birds.

See details: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11569 (in Russian only)
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As a result of long-term work by WWF and northern 
fi sheries, the proportion of cod and haddock har-
vesting certifi ed by MSC standards has grown con-
siderably. Nowadays, this amounts to 70% of all Russian harvesting 
for these species in the Barents Sea.

It is very important that commitments made by fi sheries do not simply 
remain on paper, but that they must be followed in practice. That is why 
action plans for reducing the impact of trawling on marine ecosystems are 
developed jointly with fi shermen. Impacts can be reduced by altering the 
design of the trawling gear and by avoiding the destrying of corals and 
sponges by the trawls. Fifty fi shing vessel captains, all of whom are mem-
bers of the Fishermen’s Union of the North, and the Karat Group received 
the relevant training on how to implement this in practice.

See details: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11379 (in Russian only)

For two years in a row, WWF together with other en-
vironmental NGOs has helped volunteer rangers to 
enforce control over fi shing in the Ust-Bolsheretsky 
District of Kamchatka. Nowadays, poaching on the Bolshaya 
River is at excessive levels. Once very abundant with fi sh, the river be-
came the target of a barbaric plunder and is rapidly losing its natural re-

sources. Chinook salmon stocks, for example, 
plunged to disastrously low levels and could, 
in fact, be termed “salmon genocide”.

Compared to 2012, the number of volunteer 
rangers helping to enforce control over fi shing 
grew almost three-fold. Volunteers set up eight 
stations along the most problematic stretches 
of the Bolshaya River. Together with police 
offi cers and members of the Piranha special 
force brigade of the Russian Federal Fisheries 
Agency, 20 volunteer rangers compiled 135 il-
legal fi shing reports, removed over 220 illegal 

fi shing nets with a total length of almost 10 km and confi scated four 
boats and three boat engines. Five cases went to court.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11321 
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For the fi rst time ever, WWF’s project on the con-
servation of cedar pine-broadleaved forests in the 
Russian Far East has received so-called «climate 
funding». The funds that have been transferred to 
the TIGER indigenous community will allow for the 
protection of forest and its wildlife from illegal log-
ging and poaching and also for the development of 
traditional forms of resource use, such as the har-
vesting of nuts and medicinal plants.

Pristine forests along the middle-reaches of the Bikin River are called the 
“Russian Amazon”. This is the last remaining intact tract of temperate forests 
in the Far East and the largest one in the Northern Hemisphere. It is home to 
the Udege and Nanai people and is the habitat of the Amur tiger. During three 
years Since WWF-Russia and WWF-Germany began a joint project three years 
ago aimed at preventing industrial logging, the Bikin forests have saved in their 
biomass and prevented the release into the atmosphere of over 500,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide (CO2). This amount is roughly equivalent to the CO2 pro-
duced by the exhaust systems of 60,000 cars over a period of three years.

This ecosystem service was certifi ed according to the Kyoto Protocol and 
converted into so-called “emissions reduction units”. As the result, the Tiger 
community then received 17 million rubles. The buyers were companies which 
voluntary wanted to compensate their emissions of greenhouse gases.

This project, conducted by WWF and supported by the governments of Rus-
sia and Germany, demonstrates that intact forests can play an important role 
in combating global climate change and bringing long-term revenues to those 
who guard them.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11892

CL
IM

AT
E.

 E
NE

RG
Y.

 G
RE

EN
 E

CO
NO

M
Y

«CLIMATE» MONEY 

GOES TO 
THE TIGER

©
 K

O
N

S
TA

N
TI

N
 K

O
B

YA
K

O
V

 / 
W

W
F-

R
U

S
S

IA



26

In 2013, Russia revised its state 
prognosis and targets on green-
house gases for the period between 
2020 and 2030 and, for the fi rst 
time, a decline in emissions was 
predicted instead of a growth. This 
means that the eff orts of economists and environ-
mentalists have clearly been successful. Incredible as 
it may seem, these positive changes have taken place 
despite the fact that, since last year, Russia has been 
a party to the Kyoto Protocol but without commit-
ments and projects on the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions. In addition and for the fi rst time, 
wind generators, solar power and mini hydropower 
plants are able to receive subsidies that will help 
stimulate growth and selling of power. During 2014-

2015, various mechanisms for charging for emissions are planned to be devel-
oped and introduced, something that WWF had proposed a long time ago.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11646 and
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11545 (in Russian only)

For the fi rst time, WWF has conducted an assess-
ment of climatic risks for a relatively small area, 
namely Vaigach Island on the boundary between the 
Barents and Kara Seas. This island is a representation in miniature 
of the Arctic with all its attendant problems.

WWF experts determined how the island’s ecosystems have changed over the 
last 30 years in light of the new climatic conditions and what could be expected 
in the future. Fortunately, the melting of permafrost here does not threaten 
wildlife and plants. The much more serious danger is posed by storms during 
which wind speeds can reach and exceed 40 m/sec. Such winds can destroy 
bird nests and cause the deaths of chicks.

Another climatic threat is the ice crust that can form 
on the ground and which prevents reindeer from 
foraging. Animals die of starvation because there is 
nowhere else to fi nd forage other than on the island. 
This is further exacerbated by the impact of humans 
on Vaigach ecosystems, especially with regard to 
inappropriate grazing management of reindeer and 
the poaching of polar bears. Another potential and 
serious danger to the island comes from oil spills at 
sea, mainly because the currents could bring the oil 
slicks right into the walrus rookeries.
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Based on the data collected during the expedition, WWF drew up a number of 
recommendations for the relevant authorities aimed at preserving the island’s 
ecosystems under a changing climate. These can be followed up on and imple-
mented jointly by the authorities and WWF.

See details: 
http://nvinder.ru/article/vypusk-no-100-20012-ot-10-sentyabrya-
2013-g/1171-vaygach-carstvo-morzhey (in Russian only)

Public pressure resulted in Gasprom cancelling 
plans to construct the Altai gas pipeline that would 
have built through the Ukok Nature Park. WWF believes 
strongly that any gas export projects can only be realised if they comply with 
the best international standards of environmental safety. Gasprom intended 
to build the gas pipeline from Western Siberia to China through the protected 
area which forms part of a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Since 2007 the Coalition of Environmental NGOs addressed dozens of peti-
tions to the Government of the Russian Federation, UNESCO, Gasprom and 
Russian environmental authorities and launched a intensive public campaign. 
In the summer of 2011, however, a WWF expedition detected that survey work 
for the pipeline had commenced along the planned route. In spring 2012, 
WWF published a report entitled Gasprom: One Group, Two Standards and 
presented it to the President of Russia. In May 2013, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment received a letter from Gasprom stating that the 
company does not have any investment plans or funding for the project until 
2015. WWF believes this step would not only help to preserve unique ecosys-
tems, but also raise the competitiveness of Russian gas on the global market 
with higher requirements for corporate environmental responsibility.

See details: 
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/10736 and
 http://wwf.ru/resources/publ/book/749
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Thanks to the well-organised eff orts of environmen-
tal NGOs, Sakhalin Energy has postponed its deci-
sion on the construction of a new oil rig in the Sea of 
Okhotsk, a key habitat of the grey whale.

A third oil platform within the Sakhalin-2 project was planned to be erected in 
the shallow waters near Piltunsky Bay in the immediate vicinity to important 
feeding grounds of the endangered population of grey whales that numbers no 
more than 150 animals. Both the adult whales and their calves spend all sum-
mer here feeding in order to obtain the necessary energy reserves to undertake 
their thousands of kilometers-long winter migrations. Noise and other distur-
bances during the rig’s construction could drive the whales away from their 
feeding grounds and the risk of oil spills in the area would be considerably 
greater.

An international environmental campaign was directed at the management 
of Sakhalin Energy and project investors with its main demands being the 
suspension of new construction work during the main feeding period and the 
development of the Piltun-Astokhskoye oil fi eld using two existing oil rigs.

See details: 
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11690 (in Russian only)
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At present, the proportion of corporate donations of 
WWF-Russia funding is about 16%. Partners assist the Fund 
in addressing the most important current conservation problems and strive to 
make their own business more environmentally-responsible.

In 2013, WWF projects were supported by 49 companies with a total donation 
amounting to 868,169 Euro.

For more details about our corporate supporters and how to make 
donations to the Fund see: http://www.wwf.ru/business 

The year 2013 saw the beginning of new three-year 
joint program between WWF and Tetra Pak that is 
aimed at developing sustainable forestry and FSC 
certifi cation. The program will be implemented in several regions of high 

priority to the WWF and will help in expanding the 
market for FSC-certifi ed products. The project will 
also provide an opportunity to corporate, state and 
individual consumers to learn about FSC-certifi ca-
tion and why they need to look for products with 
the FSC logo. In the Northern Caucasus, certifi ca-
tion will help WWF to develop the sustainable 
management of forests in order to conserve them.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/11455 (in Russian only)

A rehabilitation enclosure for 
Amur tigers in trouble will be built in the Russian 
Far East thanks to WWF and the Bosch and Siemens 
Home Appliances Group. The enclosure, which will improve reha-

bilitation conditions, will be built on to the exist-
ing Utyos rehabilitation centre which has already 
gained a good reputation.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/11571 (in Russian only)
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In 2013, Coca Cola, Yves Rocher, City Foundation, 
Northern Caucasus Resorts, Amway, Panasonic, the 
Head Company of the Teplocom Holding, En+ and 
Boeing Foundation took an active role in the WWF 
projects. 

Thanks to M.Video, BAT Russia, KPMG, Lokata and 
the Moscow Brewing Company, the 15th annual small 
grant competition for protected areas took place. This 
time, the topic was the conservation and restoration of endangered and valuable 
species. A total of 51 proposals were received and the winners were the Sikhote-
Alinsky, Magadansky and Mordovsky Nature Reserves and Ugra National Park.

Adamas supported an additional nomination for the conservation of biodiver-
sity and development of environmental journalism in the Altai Province.

See details: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11081 (in Russian only) 

In 2013, WWF again proposed that businesses give 
a «minute of rest» to our planet by providing fi nan-
cial contributions to conservation projects during 
the Earth Hour campaign and also by promoting the 
campaign amongst their own employees and cus-
tomers. Minutes of rest were given by IC RUSS INVEST, Vimpelcom (TM 
Beeline), Swissotel Red Hills, Alfa Bank and Energodiagnostika. Supported by 
Philips, one thousand social adverts on Earth Hour were placed on the streets of 
Moscow and in trains on the Moscow Metro. In addition, a number of businesses 
provided information support services to the campaign.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11006

IN SUPPORT 
OF PROTECTED AREAS

©
 M

A
R

IN
A 

K
H

R
A

P
O

VA
 / 

W
W

F-
R

U
S

S
IA

BUSINESS SUPPORTS 

THE EARTH
HOUR



32

At last, there is now a long-await-
ed opportunity to buy gifts that 
feature the WWF logo. T-shirts, caps, 
soft toys, beautiful puzzles and many other things 
one can now buy online at www.wwf.ru/shop, 
and, in this way, support our work. The gifts are 
produced and sold by Printdirect, an offi  cial WWF 
partner.

See details: 
wwf.ru/resources/news/article/10820
(in Russian only)
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Of more and more signifi cance to WWF’s collaboration with Russian 
companies are the marketing projects that have a strong social compo-
nent. The Fund’s partners manufacture some products to sell and a portion of the 
revenues generated is then donated to WWF. In such cases, it is not only the fi nancial 
support that is important, but also the opportunities presented to promote WWF’s 
principles and ideas within a wider audience. This involves informing and interacting 
with consumers and giving them an opportunity to help the environment in a very 
easy way, simply by choosing products that feature a WWF logo.

For several years, the «marketing of good deeds» has been a basis for WWF partner-
ships with RESO-Garantia, M.Video, Alfa-Bank, Battery Team, Destiny Development 
and Kira Plastinina, while OBIT, More Zhelaniy have donated a portion of their 
income to support WWF projects.

Recently, Callie joined that list. Callie is a special SIM-card for travellers that off ers 
low rates for calling from abroad. Part of the revenue generated from selling these 
cards will be donated to support WWF projects. Every call made, therefore, will help 
the nature conservation cause in Russia and make people feel more involved in sav-
ing species diversity on the planet!

See details: wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11828 
(in Russian only)
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Twelve years ago, several Russian companies, pio-
neers of charity for nature conservation, joined to-
gether to support WWF. Since then, many things have changed in 

that environmental awareness amongst the Russian 
public is growing and more and more businesses 
have become involved in various social and envi-
ronmental projects – and the WWF Corporate Club 
still exists! Annual donations from Club members 
help to secure sustainable funding for the most 
important WWF projects. Often, these funds help 
signifi cantly in resolving complex conservation is-
sues that require immediate action and response.

Join us and learn more about the WWF 
Corporate Club at: http://wwf.ru/business/
corporate_club

In 2013, WWF-Russia welcomed 4,300 new sup-
porters, while a total of 17,000 loyal supporters reg-
ularly make donations to the Fund. Over 41 million rubles 
in total were donated during 2013. Never before have WWF-Russia projects 
received such signifi cant support from individuals.

A total of 1,350 WWF supporters hold the title of ‘Earth Keeper’. Together with 
WWF staff  members and members of the Golden Panda Club, our Earth Keep-
ers in 2013 visited the Samarskaya Luka, Orlovskoe Polessie and Ugra National 
Parks, Volzhsko-Kamsky Nature Reserve and the Golden Turtle Photography 
Festival and attended a premiere of the 3D fi lm The Land of Bears. They were 
also involved in other interesting events.

In 2013, the Golden Panda Club celebrated its 5th an-
niversary. Today, the Club consists of 70 individual members who provide 
the most signifi cant portion of fi nancial help to WWF. Their donations have 
allowed for the funding of several conservation projects. For example, the pur-
chase in 2013 of fi eld equipment, especially winter tyres, a frontal protection 
system and a comfortable warm tent with a stove, helped to strengthen eff orts 
to combat poaching in Altai and also to undertake several expeditions in search 
of the snow leopard in the Argut River basin.
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The Confl ict Tiger project in the Russian Far East was also supported. Dona-
tions from Club members were spent on purchasing two sets of equipment 
for the safe immobilization and veterinary care for sick, injured or very young 
tigers that come to villages in search of easy prey, such as dogs or cattle.

In Kamchatka, a contribution was made to the project that supports ranger bri-
gades within protected areas. A modern satellite communication system in the Na-
lychevo Nature Park will help rangers make rapid decisions on whether or not to 
send out response patrols, rather than as now having to wait for the next scheduled 
radio link-up, thereby allowing poachers more time to avoid being caught.

To learn more about these projects and to select the project you 
would like to support see: http://wwf.ru/help/projects 

In November 2013, an unusual program called Let’s 
Preserve Endangered Species was launched. WWF propos-
es that anyone who is concerned about the future of rare and endangered species 
should join the program by making a donation of at least 1,500 rubles. In return, 
each donor would receive a symbol of a good deed done – a soft toy, a certifi cate 
and a set of information materials on the polar bear or Amur leopard.

Over a period of two months, almost 3 million rubles have been donated. These 
funds will help to preserve natural ecosystems within the habitats of endan-
gered species. The program has been supported by 1,300 people, including 
Diana Arbenina, Anton Komolov, Mitya Fomin, Vlad Lisovets, Natalia Perever-
zeva and other celebrities.

See details: http://help.wwf.ru 

In 2013, two bronze tiger cubs found a home on the 
embankment in Vladivostok where they symbolise the 
concern of people living in Primorye about the future 
of the Amur tiger. This gift from WWF-Russia was seen by thousands 
of people taking part in the Day of the Tiger celebrations in September. WWF 
helped to organise this celebration for the fourteenth time, the Day fi rst taking 
place in Vladivostok in 2000. At this bright-red carnival, there is always a room 
for relevant appeals and actions aimed at conserving this rare cat. For example, 
this year during the Day of the Tiger, WWF offi  cially handed over to specialists in 
the Department for the Supervision of Hunting of Primorsky Province specialised 
equipment for the immobilization of large animals. The purchase of this equip-
ment was funded by WWF supporters, Henrick and Yulia Winter. The equipment 
is critically necessary to the eff ective work of the Department in resolving confl icts 
between people and large predators. As for the bronze tiger cubs, the monument 
became the logical terminus to the Tiger Trail, which was presented to Vladivostok 
in 2010 by participants of the World Youth Tiger Forum that was organised by the 
Primorsky Provincial Administration and WWF-Russia.

See details: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/11630 
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PART 7.
WWF ON AIR
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Journalists make an invaluable contribution to our 
work. Thanks to publicity through the media, we are 
able to fi nd new supporters and to draw the atten-
tion of offi  cials and businesses to conservation prob-
lems. In total during 2013, WWF was mentioned in 
the media more than 15,000 times.

The most popular topics related to the Earth Hour campaign (see pages 18 and 
31), polar bear conservation, including the International Polar Bear Forum (see 
page 6), the birth of the fi rst Persian leopard cubs in Sochi National Park (see 
page 7) and Leonardo di Caprio’s decision to donate 3 million US dollars to 
WWF for the conservation of the tiger in Nepal.

During 2013, our partners provided free advertising 
valued at more than 7 million euros. We thank our informa-
tion partners Afi sha, newsru.com, Time Out, Russ Outdoor, Infl ight Entertain-
ment Group and other media for their help in placing our adverts.

In 2013, WWF-Russia produced 29 publications. 
These are aimed at both conservation professionals and a wider audience, such 
as the mass-media, WWF partners, authorities, local communities, supporters 
and anyone who is searching for solutions to conservation problems and who 
trusts WWF’s professionalism. Our publications are available free-of-charge.

To receive them, you can write to: jkalinicheva@wwf.ru, or down-
load from our website at http://www.wwf.ru/resources/publ 

ADVERTISING 
IS AN ENGINE 
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PART 8.
FINANCES 
OF WWF-RUSSIA 
IN 2013
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1. Biodiversity Conservation   3482
2. Sustainable Forestry  2250
3. Sustainable Fisheries  392
4. Climate and Energy  550
5. Green Economy  729
6. Законодательство  249
7. Глобальная арктическая программа WWF 72
8. Living Planet Programme (working with the public) 703
9. Project administration  77

TOTAL  9205

1. WWF-UK  468
2. WWF-Germany  604
3. WWF-Netherlands  1631
4. WWF-Sweden  1277
5. WWF offi  ces in other countries  1010
6.  Russian corporate sponsorship 

and donations  627
7. Donations from individuals  997
8. German Federal Ministry for the Environment 1147
9. Other governmental agencies  530
10. Foreign NGOs and private foundations 564
11. Other sources  350

TOTAL  9205

EXPENDITURES IN 2013, 
IN THOUSANDS OF EUROS

INCOME IN 2013, 
IN THOUSANDS OF EUROS
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FOR THE FIRST TIME
leopard cubs were born at the Breeding and Rehabilita-
tion Center for the Persian leopard in Sochi National 
Park. Three of them are destined to become founder 
members of a population of wild leopards 
in the Northern Caucasus.

70% 
of Alaska pollock harvest-
ing in the Okhotsk Sea and 
70% of cod and haddock 
harvesting in the Barents 
Sea were certifi ed according 
to MSC standards.

WWF-RUSSIA IN 2013

CHANGES 
INTRODUCED 
to the Criminal Code 
of the Russian Federation 
tightened penalties for the 
illegal harvesting, trade 
and traffi  cking of endangered 
species.

OVER 127,000 
SIGNATURES 
were collected by WWF during the Earth Hour campaign to ban 
industrial logging in protective forests.

THREE NEW
protected areas were established 
in the Arkhangelsk and Khabarovsk 
Provinces and in Chukotka.

Why we are here
To stop the stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment 
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

www.wwf.ru

19, bld.3 Nikoloyamskaya St., P.O. Box 3, 109240 Moscow, Russia
tel.: +7 495 727 09 39; fax: +7 495 727 09 38
russia@wwf.ru

Do you love nature? Help W
W

F-Russia to protect it: w
w

w
.w

w
f.ru/help_us/eng

RUSSIAN FOREST 
POLICY DOCUMENT
was approved.  This very important document 
will determine the future destiny of forests 
in Russia.


