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Dear friends, 
The past year has not been an easy one for the environmental movement: there have been 
both victories and defeats. For example, for the first time since the 1960s, the protection 
regime of strict nature reserves has been weakened. According to amendments introduced 
in late June, now biosphere polygons can be allocated in nature reserves, which means 
that it has become possible to construct ski resorts and other facilities incompatible with 
the reserve functions. 
However, there have also been positive developments. We were particularly excited about 
the release of the first Persian leopards into the wild nature of the Caucasus (Kavkazsky) 
Nature Reserve. This has been a crucial step in the implementation of the long-term 
programme aimed at creating a sustainable leopard population in the Caucasus. 
This ecoregion is home to another successful project, the restoration of the European 
bison. A census conducted in the winter of 2015-2016 in Teberda and North Ossetia 
Nature Reserves showed that at least 105 European bison live there. There has been a 
census of another endangered species, argali mountain sheep, on the border of Russia and 
Mongolia. The protection that has been in place for many years has yielded results: the 
population has grown by more than three times, from 1200 in 2012 to 3900 in 2016. 
Another long-awaited result of our work is the increase of the most endangered Western 
North Pacific population of grey whales. We have been striving for this for over 15 years, 
persuading oil and gas companies to improve their practices in offshore projects in the 
habitat of the rare marine mammals. 
In September 2016, Earth Hour 2015 Campaign Arctic Oil Can Wait brought us a victory. 
Thanks to the 90,000 signatures under WWF’s petition to the Russian President, we 
spurred a public discussion of the viability of the development of new oil and gas projects 
on the Arctic shelf. As a result, the expert point of view prevailed, and a year and a half 
later the Russian government introduced a temporary moratorium on issuing new licenses 
to develop shelf areas until 2030. 
In 2017, we are celebrating the 100-year anniversary of the Russian system of protected 
nature areas. WWF-Russia’s anniversary gift to nature was to support the creation of over 
1 million ha of protected nature areas by 2016. Additionally, at the end of the year we 
announced the results of our traditional small grant contest: 9 nature reserves and national 
parks received almost 8 million rubles from WWF partners and members. 
In anticipation of the Year of Environment 2017, announced by the President of Russia, 
we have launched One Percent of Russians Campaign aimed at engaging the citizens of 
Russia in solving conservation problems. It was inspired by a study that revealed that only 
1% of Russians donate funds to nature protection, even though it is the main source of 
national pride. I am convinced that the participation of famous and respected opinion 
leaders in the campaign will turn the attention of our citizens to nature conservation 
problems and will correct the unfair situation. 
In 2016, we made the largest agreement with a Russian company in terms of financial 
value. VTB Bank committed to allocating 5 million US dollars to WWF-Russia in 
2016-2021 for the conservation of big cats: tiger, Amur and Persian leopards and snow 
leopard. 
We sincerely thank everyone who follows our successes and helps us overcome difficul-
ties, and everyone who votes for our initiatives and donates funds for project implementa-
tion. In 2017, we rely again on your support, which will help us launch new major 
projects and solve more relevant conservation problems. 

 
Igor Chestin,

WWF-Russia CEO
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Dear friends and partners of WWF,

You are holding the report of one of the most well-known and respected non-commercial 
professional organizations in the world, which has been successfully saving the nature of 
our country for over 20 years. I have known many WWF employees since the organiza-
tion was founded in Russia. I can say with certainty that no matter how complicated were 
the projects that the WWF team undertook, it always implemented them at the highest 
professional level, scrupulously and responsibly. That is why in 2008, I became a member 
of WWF-Russia and later, an Earth Keeper Donor, then I joined the Board, and have been 
proudly chairing it in the past three years.  

For many years, WWF projects have also become my personal cause. I carefully read the 
reports, follow the news, talk to WWF staff, help choose new employees and gain 
supporters. I have had multiple opportunities to confirm my conviction that WWF 
implements highly complicated projects and achieves truly impressive results. As years 
go by, I see that the trust of Russian citizens towards WWF is growing, and more and 
more Russians and Russian companies join WWF activities and events, helping fulfil the 
noble nature conservation mission. 

The results achieved in 2016 are another confirmation of WWF's success. Thanks to the 
support of our partners, Persian leopards were released into the wild; the group responsi-
ble for monitoring these big cats in the Caucasus Nature Reserve has been operating 
successfully. The funds donated by WWF members have helped ungulates and tigers 
survive the snowy winter in the Far East. The financial support provided to WWF by 
individuals and companies helped conduct the 8th small grant contest for nature reserves 
and national parks of our country. The projects that help citizens of remote areas in Altai 
and Kamchatka develop environmentally responsible family businesses were also a 
success. And all this is just a small portion of what WWF has done in the past year. 

As a long-term WWF member and chair of its Board I want to thank everyone who 
participates in the conservation of Russia's nature together with WWF. I am confident that 
in 2017, the Year of Environment, the year of the 100th anniversary of Russia’s protected 
area system, WWF can unite all interested parties and achieve even more significant 
results. And it is only possible thanks to the main treasure of WWF: you, people who care 
and who believe in a better future. I thank you with all my heart!

Elena Abrosimova,
Chair of WWF-Russia Board



BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION
WWF GOAL 
To achieve conditions required for maintaining stable population 
numbers of flagship species in accordance with the natural 
capacity of their habitats
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AMUR TIGER
THE AMUR TIGER POPULATION HAS INCREASED TO  550-600  INDIVIDUALS.
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

According to expert estimates, poaching levels in the Amur tiger habitat have dropped by 
at least 1.5 times compared to 2015. For many years, WWF has helped task forces that deal 
with violations of nature conservation legislation: funded the purchase of modern 
equipment, regularly supported professional training of state rangers, and helped organize 
special raids. WWF specialists have personally participated in criminal expertise and 
ensured legal counsel for the teams. In 2016, task force groups exposed 1648 violations of 
hunting rules and confiscated 274 weapon units. As a result of this work, 21 criminal cases 
were opened against poachers. 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/

Poaching decreased by 1.5 times

An unusually snowy winter of 2015-2016 ended well for the ungulates of the Far East that 
live in the tiger habitat. Help provided by WWF members allowed avoiding mass mortality 
of sika deer, roe deer and wild boars, which had been predicted due to high levels of snow 
and bad harvest of pine nuts and acorns. In ten hunting estates that tigers inhabit, which have 
a total area of over 25 thousand square kilometers, ungulates received dietary supplements 
weighing over 150 tons. Twenty kilograms of medicines were bought and used to vaccinate 
wild boars. Anti-poaching protection was leveled up at the feeding sites. 
  

Ungulates successfully survive winter

Poaching decreased by 1.5 
times

150 tons of fodder was 
provided for ungulates

>25 thousand km2 , where 
ungulates received dietary 

supplements = habitat of 
250 Amur tiger males

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

RESULTS FOR 2016

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS There are 523-540 Amur tigers living in the wild in Russia
 

Primorsky 
Krai

Khabarovsk 
Krai

CHINA

Amur Oblast

Areas where winter dietary supplements were 
provided for ungulates in the Far East

2012 2015

450-480

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy

523-540



СТАТУС ВЫПОЛНЕНИЯ ~ 70 особей дальневосточного леопарда обитает в России 
 

AMUR LEOPARD
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THE AMUR LEOPARD POPULATION HAS GROWN TO  45-50 INDIVIDUALS.

Land of the Leopard National Park

According to camera trap monitoring conducted annually with WWF's participation, there 
are now more young leopards in the Land of the Leopard National Park. By the beginning 
of 2016, camera traps spotted a record number of kittens: 16. It is almost three times the 
figure of 2014 when only 6 young leopards were captured on camera traps.

Record number of kittens spotted in the Land of the Leopard16 young leopards 
captured on camera traps in 

early 2016

There are ~ 70  Amur leopards living in the wild in Russia
 COMPLETED

2012 2015

35-40 ~70

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy

RESULTS FOR 2016

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION



PERSIAN LEOPARD

First leopards released in the Caucasus 
РЕЗУЛЬТАТЫ 2016 Г.

TO RELEASE 6 PERSIAN LEOPARDS INTO THE WILD NATURE OF THE RUSSIAN CAUCASUS.

Three Persian leopards were released in the Caucasus (Kavkazsky) Biosphere Nature 
Reserve on July 15. Shortly before the release, the leopards were fitted with satellite 
collars that help track their location. Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Khloponin, Deputy 
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Murad Kerimov, head of the Federal 
Supervisory Natural Resources Management Service Artem Sidorov and WWF-Russia 
CEO Igor Chestin took part in the first release. In June, the Leopard Center celebrated the 
birth of 6 more baby leopards, who will also be released into the wild in the future. The 
Programme for Reintroduction (Restoration) of the Leopard in the Caucasus was 
developed by WWF-Russia experts in cooperation with the scientists of the Severtsov 
Institute of Ecology and Evolution in 2005. In 2007, the Programme was approved by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Russia. 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/144

3 leopards released into 
the wild

6 kittens born in the 
Leopard Breeding and 
Rehabilitation Center

Krasnodar Krai

Adygea 
Republic

Crimea
The location of the Persian leopard release

3 Persian leopards released into the wild

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

RESULTS FOR 2016
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SNOW LEOPARD
THE SNOW LEOPARD POPULATION IN RUSSIA IS STABLE AND CONSISTS OF ABOUT
50 INDIVIDUALS. 

Snow leopard population numbers stabilized
In 2016 on WWF's initiative, the Altai and Buryatia Republics for the first time 
held large-scale monitoring of the snow leopard with the participation of multiple 
experts and organizations. WWF has been studying and saving this Red List 
species for many years, but still not all its habitats and precise population numbers 
are known. According to expert estimates, Russia has no more than 90 snow 
leopards today and only the presence of 53-56 animals, divided into five stable 
groups, is reliably confirmed. The experts observed a gradual restoration and some 
growth in the population numbers of the snow leopard on the Kuray Mountain 
Range and in the basin of the Argut River in the Altai Mountains, and in the 
Ak-Cholushpa Nature Park. Previously, this protected area, created with WWF 
support in the Altai Republic, had been considered only a potential habitat for the 
snow leopard, but in March local photo traps captured a female, a male and kittens 
of the snow leopard.

Five snow leopards were spotted in the Eastern Kazakhstan, where WWF is also 
working and where the population was monitored for the first time. In 2016 WWF 
supported the creation of an anti-poaching group for the snow leopard protection 
in the Katon-Karagay National Park. 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14292

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14120

Altai 
Republic Tuva Republic

MONGOLIA

Krasnoyarsk Krai

Altai 
Krai Khakassia 

Republic

Kemerovo 
Oblast

Irkutsk 
Oblast

Buryatia 
Republic

Stable snow leopard groups

53-56 snow leopards living in the wild in key groups in Russia 
 

* Population numbers estimated by experts

2012 2016

32-40* 53-56

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

RESULTS FOR 2016

COMPLETED

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy
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WWF and Citi Foundation have provided over 12 million rubles in 2016 for 
projects aimed at developing environmentally responsible small business as an 
alternative to poaching. The main goal of the partnership in the Altai Republic is to 
help the local communities that live in the snow leopard habitats to develop their 
own small environmentally responsible business and therefore distract them from 
illegal hunting. Some of the funds were also allocated to the local communities in 
Kamchatka who live in areas where illegal fishing has been the only income source 
for many years. Now, these people have an opportunity to make products from 
wild plants instead. This way, the project helps combat poaching and save the 
Kamchatka salmon populations. Thanks to the effort of the WWF-Citi partnership, 
at least 17 new enterprises will be created in Altai and Kamchatka, and about 140 
local citizens and entrepreneurs will take part in the programme. 

Small business becomes an alternative to poaching

wwf.ru/resources/news/article/14534

>12 million rubles 
have been allocated for the 

support of business projects 
by local citizens in the snow 

leopard habitat
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32-40*

53-56

2012

2015

Начало работы WWF по стратегии 2012—2017 гг.

Цель WWF

ARGALI MOUNTAIN SHEEP
THE ARGALI MOUNTAIN SHEEP POPULATION IN FOUR TRANSBOUNDARY GROUPS 
OF RUSSIA AND MONGOLIA HAS GROWN TO 1400-1500 INDIVIDUALS. 

Argali census conducted
WWF initiated and supported simultaneous census of the argali transboundary 
groups in Russia and Mongolia in 2016. This annual activity helps experts get more 
precise figures about the population numbers and adjust conservation measures. 
Today 3900 argali inhabit both sides of the Russian-Mongolian border. This data 
confirms that the animals have successfully survived the snowy and very cold 
winter of 2015-2016, and the population numbers remain stable.  

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14760

Main habitats of the Argali mountain sheep 
in the Russian-Mongolian transboundary area 

Altai Republic

Tuva Republic

MONGOLIA

3900 argali sheep live in four transboundary groups in Russia and Mongolia 
 

2012 2016

1200 3900

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

RESULTS FOR 2016

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy
COMPLETED
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EUROPEAN BISON
THE EUROPEAN BISON POPULATION IN THE RUSSIAN CAUCASUS HAS GROWN TO
120 INDIVIDUALS. 

The bison population in the Caucasus exceeds 100 
The European bison census conducted with WWF support in the Caucasus in the 
winter of 2015-2016 confirmed that WWF work aimed at the restoration of the 
species was successful. Experts reported 105 animals on the territory of two 
specially protected nature areas in the North Ossetia-Alania and Karachay-Cherkess 
Republics. In 2009-2013, WWF released 36 bison into the wild, and they have been 
breeding successfully. 

Wild European bison groups in the Northern Caucasus

Karachay-Cherkess 
Republic

North Ossetia-Alania 
Republic

ABKHAZIA

GEORGIA

105 European bison live in the Russian Caucasus 

2012 2016

~70 105

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

RESULTS FOR 2016

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF starts to work on the 2012-2017 strategy
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SPECIALLY PROTECTED NATURE AREAS
TO DEVELOP THE SYSTEM OF SPECIALLY PROTECTED NATURE AREAS AS THE MAIN
TOOL FOR BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS. 

The total area of protected areas created in priority Russian ecoregions with WWF participation 

Mi
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2016

9 million ha of protected areas created with WWF participation in priority Russian ecoregions from 
2012 to 2016
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WWF and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment brought together 
over 30 leading Russian experts to conduct a large-scale analysis of the condition 
of the marine ecosystems of the Russian Arctic. The scientists identified 47 areas of 
highest ecological value, including polar bear breeding grounds and walrus 
rookeries. This is  25% of the area of all seas in the region, the largest water area in 
the whole Arctic. Giving a special protection status to this area will allow saving the 
biodiversity and ensure the functioning of Northern marine ecosystems in spite of 
the climate change and intensive socio-economic development. WWF-Russia 
presented the results of the study at World Conservation Congress in Honolulu.

Quarter of Russian Arctic water areas need protection, 
reveals research

wwf.ru/resources/news/article/14522

The most important areas for biodiversity 
conservation in the Russian Arctic

25% of the Russian Arctic 
water areas need protection

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

RESULTS FOR 2016
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
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Ush-Beldir, a new area added to the Tyva Nature Park, has increased it by over 440 
thousand hectares. For many years WWF experts participated in the preparation of 
feasibility studies for giving a protected status to this area. Now, these remote 
unique landscapes and their endangered inhabitants such as the snow leopard will 
be preserved. 

Area of Tyva Nature Park increased

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/13982

Kyrgyzstan takes snow leopard habitats under protection
Kyrgyzstan created a new nature park, Khan-Tengri, bordering Sarychat-Ertash 
Nature Reserve, one of the key snow leopard habitats. WWF experts recommended 
strict protection of Khan-Tengri and prepared all major documents required for the 
creation of the park. Now that the new protected area of 275,800 ha has been 
created, all main snow leopard habitats in the Central Tian Shan Mountains are 
protected. Thanks to WWF and other organizations the snow leopard population in 
the nature reserve has almost doubled in the recent years. 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14026

  The area of Tyva Nature 
Park increased by 4 times



WWF GOAL
To ensure biodiversity conservation in the Russian forests 
and prevent their degradation
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Годовой отчет WWF России 2016Годовой отчет WWF России 2016

VOLUNTARY FOREST CERTIFICATION (FSC*)

SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY

THE AREA OF FSC-CERTIFIED FORESTS GROWS TO 45 MILLION HA. 

*Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) is an international 

non-commercial non-governmen-
tal organization aimed at globally 

promoting responsible forest 
management. 

The area of FSC-certified forests
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The area of FSC-certified forests in Russia is over 43 million ha
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Based on the public reports of FSC-certified companies. The data for 2016 will be available in 2017. 

The area of High Conservation Value Forests on FSC-certified lands including those excluded from economic development

WWF begins to work 
on the 2012-2017 strategy

Area of valuable forests on certified territories increases  
by 4.7 million ha in 2012-2016
Along with the growth of the total area of land certified by the standards of Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC), the area of allocated high conservation value forests 
(HCVF) has increased considerably. By 2016 FSC-certified companies had 
allocated on their lease 13.5 million ha of forests (in 2012, it was 8.8 million ha), 
where biodiversity conservation, maintenance of ecological balance and needs of 
the local population are prioritized. Some of them are completely excluded from 
economic development. This progress was made possible thanks to WWF’s efforts 
to improve the quality of FSC certification: forest companies started to have a more 
responsible approach to allocating the areas of valuable forests. 

8,8 10,2 11,9
13,5

The area of the HCVF Including those excluded from economic development

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS
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WWF begins to work 
on the 2012-2017 strategy
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Along with the growth of the total area of land certified by the standards of Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC), the area of allocated high conservation value forests 
(HCVF) has increased considerably. By 2016 FSC-certified companies had 
allocated on their lease 13.5 million ha of forests (in 2012, it was 8.8 million ha), 
where biodiversity conservation, maintenance of ecological balance and needs of 
the local population are prioritized. Some of them are completely excluded from 
economic development. This progress was made possible thanks to WWF’s efforts 
to improve the quality of FSC certification: forest companies started to have a more 
responsible approach to allocating the areas of valuable forests. 

8,8 10,2 11,9
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The area of the HCVF Including those excluded from economic development

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS
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WWF begins to work 
on the 2012-2017 strategy
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Годовой отчет WWF России 2016

2016

Годовой отчет WWF России 2016

2016

SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY

Signing new agreements on the preservation of HCVF
In 2016, WWF-Russia signed agreements on responsible management and 
preservation of High Conservation Value Forests with six timber production 
companies from the European part of Russia and Siberia. The agreements provide 
for the introduction of bans on industrial logging in these forests covering an area 
of 560 thousand ha. 

http://hcvf.ru/en/moratorium

Two more Russian regions approved standards for forest
biodiversity conservation
In 2016, the Altai Krai and Vologda Oblast included standards developed on 
WWF’S initiative into their forest planning documents, or forestry regulations. 
They commit forest users, when logging, to allocate and preserve elements of the 
forest that are important for biodiversity conservation. In total, seven regions of 
Russia were using these standards by the end of 2016, and 13 more regions are now 
preparing them. 

KEDR system demonstrates results 
Raids organized in the Amur tiger habitat with WWF’s participation exposed 16 
cases of illegal logging in 2016. The total volume of the illegally harvested wood 
was about 5.7 thousand m3, and the damages were estimated at 451.5 million rubles 
(for comparison, the budget of Primorsky Krai for the development of forestry was 
417 million rubles in 2016). In 2015-16, WWF started testing the KEDR system, 
and this new instrument for combatting illegal forest use immediately proved its 
efficiency. Later, when KEDR is fully brought into operation, this large-scale illegal 
logging will start to decline. 

16 illegal logging cases 
exposed with WWF’s participa-
tion in the Amur tiger habitat in 

2016

HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FORESTS (HCVF)
TO INCREASE THE AREA OF HCVF PROTECTED UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH WWF 
TO 2 MILLION HA.

The area of the protected High Conservation Value Forests 
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WWF starts to work 
on the 2012-2017 strategy

1
1,9

2

The area of HCVF preserved under agreements between timber production companies 
and WWF has reached 1.9 million ha
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WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS
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Годовой отчет WWF России 2016Годовой отчет WWF России 2016

Free access provided to materials for allocating and preserving 
valuable forests
WWF experts created a website that helps allocate, manage and monitor valuable 
forests. This new tool serves timber companies, auditors and other stakeholders 
including NGOs and active citizens. For the first time, one source contains the 
following data:
• All forest plans, forestry regulations, schemes of spatial planning and 
protected area system development for all Russian regions;
• All agreements between companies and NGOs introducing moratoriums 
on logging in valuable forests;
• Interactive detailed maps of valuable forests (old-growth forests, key 
ornithological areas, protected areas, etc) for 16 regions of Russia and for all 
certified lands, and a general map of all Russian forests that are considered 
valuable on national and international levels;
• A calculator that determines the extent to which a forest can be used 
sustainably. 

http://hcvf.ru/en

Annual Report WWF Russia  2016 | 18
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WWF GOAL
To maintain the productivity of marine ecosystems and to ensure 
that salmon and white fish (Alaska pollock, haddock, and cod) 
stocks in the Barents, Bering and Okhotsk Seas are used 
sustainably

SUSTAINABLE
FISHERIES
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Годовой отчет WWF России 2016

20162016

УСТОЙЧИВОЕ МОРСКОЕ РЫБОЛОВСТВО

AT LEAST 50% OF THE WHITE FISH AND SALMON IN THE BARENTS, BERING AND 
OKHOTSK SEAS IS HARVESTED ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE 
FISHING (MSC)*.

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

The proportion of MSC-certified fish (%) in the total amount of Alaska pollock, cod, haddock and Pacific 
salmon caught in 2012-2016

90% of white fish catch MSC-certified 
In 2016, the proportion of cod and haddock caught by Russian fishers in the 
Barents Sea in accordance with the principles of sustainable fishing and standards 
of the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) reached 90%. WWF acts as an 
independent expert in the audit of Russian MSC-certified catch of cod and 
haddock. After an inspection, WWF experts and scientists from the Polar Research 
Institute of Marine Fisheries and Oceanography (PINRO) developed an action 
plan, which was later approved by fishing companies. The plan implementation 
will help fishers decrease the negative impact of trawl fishing on the sensitive 
benthic ecosystems of the Barents Sea and implement MSC standards more 
efficiently. 

10% of all salmon catch certified in Kamchatka
Vityaz-Avto and Delta companies have successfully completed MSC-certification of 
their production of pink, chum and coho salmons on the coast of the Okhotsk Sea 
and six large salmon rivers. The certified catch of these companies constitutes 
almost 10% of all annual catch of salmons by Kamchatka fishers. 

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES
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http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14254

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14548

50%

7%

50% 55% 55% ~60%

~ 60% of white fish and salmon catch is certified by the standards of the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) COMPLETED

WWF starts to work 
on the 2012-2017 strategy* Marine Stewardship Council 

(MSC) is a system of voluntary 
ecological certification of marine 

fisheries 

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

RESULTS FOR 2016
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SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

Ban on dri� netting: first results
The ban on drift netting in the territorial waters and exclusive economic zone of 
Russia that came into force on January 1, 2016, brought the first results: over 54 
thousand tons of sockeye salmon was caught in Kamchatka by the end of the year, 
which is 10 thousand tons more than the previous year. WWF and shore fisheries 
advocated for the ban on fishing with driftnets in the Far-Eastern seas of Russia for 
many years. This fishing method not only negatively impacted shore fishing by 
harvesting migrating fish in the sea and thus decreasing salmon catch on the shore 
but also killed seabirds and marine mammals including endangered species. 

Fish poaching declined in Kamchatka
Seven posts of public fishery inspectors were set up on the Bolshaya River on the 
western coast of the peninsula. Thanks to the support of its members WWF could 
fully fund the work of one of these posts. The others were organized on the funds 
provided by fishing companies whose fishing areas are located on the river. During 
the working season, the volunteers supported by WWF exposed 35 violations and 
discovered 434 kg of illegally caught fish. In total in 2016 poaching activities on the 
river declined considerably under the pressure from public inspectors, law 
enforcement authorities and Northeastern division of Russian Federal Agency for 
Fishery. 

WWF and fishers sign agreement on the protection of Northern 
Atlantic ecosystems
For the first time in Russia, big fishing companies signed an agreement on 
decreasing impact of deep-sea trawling on the ecosystems of the Barents and 
Norwegian Seas. By doing it, they supported important initiatives promoted by 
WWF. According to the agreement, together with the scientists of the Polar 
Research Institute of Marine Fisheries and Oceanography (PINRO) and staff of 
Marine Informatics Research and Production Company, the fishers committed to 
map sensitive marine ecosystems, i.e. to allocate the areas that have the highest 
nature conservation value, where fishing will be limited. The decreased impact of 
trawling on benthos will have a positive effect on the ecosystems of the whole 
Barents Sea, and as a result, on its productivity, and therefore in the long run, on 
the welfare of the fishers themselves. 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14546

35 violations exposed with 
WWF’s support
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WWF GOAL
To curb the impact of anthropogenic climate change on nature 
and the lives of people at a level corresponding to an increase 
in global average temperature of less than 2°C above 
pre-industrial levels by the end of the 21st century

CLIMATE 
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©
 W

W
F-

R
U

S
S

IA



CLIMATE AND ENERGY

TO RAISE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND PROMOTE LOW-CARBON DEVELOPMENT, 
RUSSIA STARTS TO INTRODUCE ECONOMIC “CARBON” INSTRUMENTS AIMED 
AT LONG-TERM REDUCTION OF GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.

WWF proves energy e�ciency of wind-diesel systems in the Arctic 
WWF experts determined the prospects of the renewable energy development in 
the Arctic regions of Russia. For the first time, full and objective information was 
obtained on the successes and failures of the development of renewable energy 
sources (RES) in Arctic villages that are isolated from the central energy supply. 
The analysis showed that the use of wind-diesel systems decreases the use of diesel 
fuel by 25%. In 2016 Amderm, Tiksi and Labytnangi launched new generation 
wind plants that can operate in storms and temperatures down to -500 С. Gaining 
experience in this field is very important for the large-scale introduction of RES. 
Additionally, the first big solar station in the Yakutia Republic proved to be 
successful in 2016, and it has been decided to plan the construction of other big 
stations in the Arctic with a capacity of several megawatts. In the long-term 
perspective, the development of RES is critically important for reducing CO2 
emissions (alongside with carbon regulation). 

TO CHANGE THE TREND FROM INCREASING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
IN RUSSIA TO REDUCING THEM.

Russian’s Emission Plan for 
2015-2017

Emissions by Russia WWF’s objective 
for reducing emissions
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The Ministry of Economic Development of Russia started the development of options for carbon 
regulation to be included in the federal legislation
 

The growth of greenhouse gas emissions in Russia has stopped

The use of wind-diesel 
systems in the Arctic 

reduces fuel consumption by 
25%

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

RESULTS FOR 2016
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RUSSIA STARTS TO IMPLEMENT NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION 
MEASURES.

In cooperation with the government of the Dagestan Republic, for the first time, 
WWF assessed how much the area of glaciers had shrunk in the region in the past 
50 years. Out of 122 glaciers with an area of over 0.1 km2, only 30 had survived by 
2014. The glacier area has decreased by almost 40%. Starting from the second half 
of 20th century, anthropogenic impact and the accompanying increase of average 
air temperature on Earth added to natural factors. On the base of the study, WWF 
prepared an atlas of glaciers of Dagestan and developed recommendations for the 
adaptation of mountain ecosystems to climate change. This work is part of our 
national climate change adaptation effort, which is only starting in Russia. 

wwf.ru/resources/news/article/14790

WWF has assessed the impact of climate change on the condition of the glaciers of Dagestan 

WWF assesses the scale of glacier retreat in Dagestan

Government Decides to Develop Law on Carbon Regulation
In 2014-2016, Russia stabilized the level of greenhouse gas emissions, but they 
have not started to decline yet. To achieve this, the country should introduce 
carbon regulation. In 2016, the Russian government decided to develop a federal 
law on the state regulation of greenhouse gas emissions. Previously, the idea of 
such a law was rejected, and even now most businesses still negatively perceive the 
introduction of payments for greenhouse gas emissions. The government also 
adopted an action plan on carbon regulation and on the preparations for the 
ratification of the Paris Agreement of the United Nations. It includes such 
important measures as the development of a national plan of adaptation to 
negative climate changes (till 2018), the long-term low-carbon development 
strategy (till 2019), and forestry measures (till 2019). In 2016, during the 
negotiations, conferences and round tables, WWF was able to convince many 
companies and the expert community that carbon regulation is the only possible 
way to low-carbon development and that the adaptation measures are urgently 
needed.

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

RESULTS FOR 2016

RESULTS FOR 2016

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS
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WWF GOAL
To reduce Russia’s ecological footprint at national and regional 
levels

GREEN 
ECONOMY 
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Годовой отчет WWF России 2016

GREEN ECONOMY

TO REDUCE THE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF FIVE RUSSIAN EXTRACTION COMPANIES 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT THROUGH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE WORLD’S BEST 
ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS. 

Negative impact of oil and gas projects on marine mammals reduced
For over 10 years, WWF, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
and International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) with Sakhalin Energy 
Investment Company developed and introduced measures aimed at decreasing the 
impact of oil and gas shelf projects on marine mammals. As a result of this 
cooperation, the most endangered Western North Pacific population of grey 
whales has grown by 1.5 times.

These companies have introduced one of international standards, biodiversity 
conservation programmes, in their corporate policies. WWF’s goal for the next five 
years is to make sure that these companies have started following other standards 
too: for example, to conduct a strategic environmental assessment when 
implementing big infrastructure projects or to introduce project components that 
prevent animal deaths from oil spills.

Towing operations that endangered marine mammals stopped 
o� the coast of Sakhalin 
In August, Exxon Neftegas Limited stopped the traffic of ocean barges with loud 
tugboats in the Piltun Bay area off the coast of Sakhalin Island. The freight 
shipping conducted by Exxon Neftegaz Limited had threatened the safety of grey 
whales, which are red-listed in Russia. The decision to cease the operations was 
made after ecological organizations including WWF-Russia appealed to the state 
environmental watchdog Rosprirodnadzor and had a meeting with the company 
representatives. The environmental groups are continuing to monitor whales in the 
Piltun Bay and are hoping that in 2017, Exxon Neftegaz Limited will take measures 
to avoid any impact on the whales. 

wwf.ru/resources/news/article/14518

wwf.ru/resources/news/article/14486

Five* oil and gas companies adopted biodiversity conservation policies
 

* Yamal LNG / NOVATEK, Gazprom / Gazprom Neft, LUKOIL, Sakhalin Energy, Rosneft

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

RESULTS FOR 2016

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS
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Government freezes development of new areas of the Arctic shelf
For the first time in history, the Government of Russia introduced a temporary ban on 
issuing new licenses to companies for developing oil and gas reserves on the Arctic 
shelf. A year ago during the Arctic Oil Can Wait Campaign, which became the main 
topic of Earth Hour 2015, over 80 thousand WWF supporters signed an appeal urging 
to freeze the development of new reserves in the Arctic for 10 years. WWF has 
repeatedly proved that extraction companies don’t have the efficient technologies, 
instruments, and resources for prompt reaction and effective cleanup of oil spills in 
ice conditions. Moreover, without a considerable state support, these projects are 
economically unviable. The ban introduced by the government has become another 
important step towards ensuring environmental safety in the Arctic. 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14526



WWF presents environmental rating of oil and gas companies
WWF presented the 3rd rating of the environmental responsibility of oil and gas 
companies in partnership with KREON Group and with the participation of the 
National Rating Agency of Russia and UNDP / GEF / Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment project, and with support from the Ministry of Energy 
of Russia. The rating assesses the level of the impact of oil and gas companies on 
nature, and the quality of their corporate policies. For the first time, Sakhalin 
Energy led the rating. The company had first places in all nominations: 
environmental management, impact on the environment and information 
disclosure. Gazprom and Surgutneftegaz took the second and third positions. The 
environmental responsibility rating of oil and gas companies is the only 
instrument available in Russia that allows conducting a comparative analysis of 
the environmental responsibility of the biggest companies extracting over 1.5 
million tons of oil annually.

wwf.ru/resources/news/article/14762

GREEN ECONOMY

ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS ARE INCLUDED IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS 
ON THE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LEVELS. 

Ecological footprint of Russian regions measuredThe humanity would need 3.3 
planets if everyone on Earth had 
the same lifestyle as an average 

Russian. At the same time, Russia 
is one of the world’s ecological 

donors

Russian regions have started to use the Ecological Footprint index for long-term socio-economic 
planning

In December 2016, WWF published the second national report, Ecological 
Footprint of the Russian Regions. The report assesses the level of the consumption 
of biological resources by different regions (their Ecological Footprint) and 
compares it with the volume of the available natural capital (their Ecological 
Capacity). These measurements allow the regions to assess their position and 
develop adequate measures to reach higher indicators of socio-economic 
development without harming the local ecosystems and taking into consideration 
the interests of the future generations. According to the report, Russia is one of the 
global donors of ecological capital and is one of the four countries with the largest
reserves of renewable biological resources. However, it does not mean that we can 
mindlessly waste the riches entrusted to us. Already today, the ecological footprint 
of Russians is over 2 times higher than the world’s average. In the regions of 
Russia that are responsible for over 11% of the whole country’s footprint, the 
Ecological Footprint Index is already used by the local authorities as an integral 
indicator for assessing the pressure on the environment and as an instrument of 
long-term socio-economic planning. In Moscow, the Ecological Footprint 
indicators are included in the annual report on the condition of the environment. 
Over the past two years, Moscow has experienced an almost 30% reduction of the 
footprint in the Transport category.

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS

RESULTS FOR 2016
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WWF GOAL
To ensure that an effective legal framework is in place in order 
to implement the WWF Conservation Strategy

LEGISLATION
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Годовой отчет WWF России 2016

LEGISLATION
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TO FACILITATE RUSSIA’S ACCESSION TO 3 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND 
APPROVAL OF 5 FEDERAL LAWS REFLECTING WWF’S POSITION ON BIODIVERSITY 
CONSERVATION, SUSTAINABLE FOREST USE, PROTECTION OF SEAS AND IMPACT 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT. 

Strategic environmental assessment completed in Zabaikalsky Krai
The region completed an environmental assessment of its socio-economic 
development. The Amur River, the main water artery of one of WWF's priority 
ecoregions, rises here. The assessment was funded from the regional budget, and 
WWF acted as one of the initiators, organizers, and experts. Specialists analyzed 
the current environmental condition of the region, determined main problems and 
concluded that its strategy of socio-economic development till 2030 lacks clear 
environmental guidelines. As a result, strategic goals for the development of the 
region were formulated and "green" alternatives for a number of industries were 
proposed. 
The strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is a new tool for Russia that allows 
minimizing the impact of development strategies on the environment. The pilot 
project in the Zabaikalsky Krai is very important for further improvement of the 
SEA methodology, for acquiring experience and further dissemination of this 
practice in other Russian regions. 
WWF has been advocating for the introduction of SEA in the Russian legislation 
and for Russia joining international documents regulating environmental 
assessment. 
The next SEA is planned for the Amur Oblast and has already been included in the 
governmental plan for Year of Environment 2017 together with the plans to 
introduce the SEA to the Russian legislation.  

Even though the law on specially protected nature areas, adopted in 2013, filled in 
some gaps in the legislation, it also put the protected area system in danger. In 
2016, the situation worsened even further: Russia approved amendments that 
allowed creating biosphere polygons and conduct recreational activities in strict 
nature reserves. Currently WWF is advocating for withdrawing the harmful 
provisions of law and adopting changes that can help develop the protected area 
system. 

wwf.ru/about/what_we_do/law/development

Four* federal laws reflecting WWF position have been enacted 

*1. Law on protecting the marine environment from oil pollution. 2. Law introducing tougher 
punishment for illegal hunting, storage and trade of endangered species. 3. Law on specially 
protected nature areas. 4. Law introducing a ban on driftnet fishing

WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2017

RESULTS FOR 2016

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS
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WWF STAFF AND BOARD

Murmansk

Arkhangelsk

Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky

Vladivostok

Krasnoyarsk

Krasnodar

Moscow
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8

5
5
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WWF staff are highly professional people who are committed to the cause of nature conservation. They are 
acknowledged experts in many fields of natural and social sciences. In 2016 several employees of WWF-Russia 
were awarded honorary titles and prizes:

who has headed the Amur branch for 
the past 15 years, received 
prestigious international MIDORI 
Prize for Biodiversity that honors 
outstanding contributions to 
conservation. The prize is awarded 
by the Secretariat of the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
and AEON Environmental 
Foundation. 

• Yury Darman,
biodiversity conservation 
programme coordinator at 
WWF-Russia Amur branch was 
awarded the title of Honored 
Conservationist

• Pavel Fomenko, 

press officer at WWF-Russia Amur 
branch, was awarded the title of 
Honored Conservationist.

• Elena Starostina, 

biodiversity conservation 
programme coordinator at 
WWF-Russia Amur branch, was 
awarded the title of Honored 
Conservationist. 

• Svetlana Titova,

coordinator of the Association of 
Environmentally Responsible 
Timber Producers of Russia, was 
awarded a Certificate of Honor by 
the Federal Forestry Agency of 
Russia. 

• Alexander Voropaev,  

director of environmental 
legislation programme at 
WWF-Russia, was awarded a 
Certificate of Honor by the State 
Duma Committee on Natural 
Resources, Nature Use and 
Environment. 

• Ekaterina Khmeleva, 

WWF’s main asset is the people that have been successfully implementing nature conservation projects for many years.
In total, 140 employees work for WWF-Russia. The central office of WWF is located in Moscow. Its staff is 

responsible not only for the preparation and implementation of conservation programmes, but also for 
cooperation with state agencies and scientific community. They ensure constant communication with WWF 
members, business, and media. WWF also manages its Central Asian Programme from Moscow. Regional and 
project offices of WWF are located in the priority ecoregions of Russia: Barents (Murmansk and Arkhangelsk), 
Altay-Sayan (Krasnoyarsk), Northern Caucasus (Krasnodar), Kamchatka / Bering (Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky). 
In the Amur Ecoregion, WWF has a branch in Vladivostok. 
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The Board functions include determining priority areas of WWF-Russia’s work, approving its conservation 
strategy, financial plans and reporting. 

23

79
4

8

8

Chair of WWF-Russia Board, 
Director of Commercial Law 
Department at the Moscow State 
University, J.D.

Elena Abrosimova,
Executive Director of Podari Zhizn 
Foundation (Gift of Life) 

Grigory Mazmanyants, 

Director of the Zoological Museum 
of the Moscow State University, 
Sc.D.

TV and radio host, journalist

Mikhail Kalyakin, 

Vice President, External Relations 
and Communications, Fast-Growing 
European Economies, MasterCard

Anna Kozlovskaya,

Anton Komolov,

independent public relations 
consultant, coach

Tatiana Nikulshina, 

First Deputy Head of the Analytical 
Center for the Government of the 
Russian Federation

Vladislav Onishchenko, 

WWF-RUSSIA BOARD

WWF STAFF AND BOARD
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One Percent of Russians Campaign Launched
In December 2016, just before the launch of the Year of Environment in Russia, WWF 
started a new communication campaign, One Percent of Russians. According to polls, a lot 
of Russians associate their patriotism with the pride for the country’s natural assets. 
However, only a small percentage of the citizens support nature conservation projects and 
lead an environmentally responsible lifestyle. The goal of WWF-Russia’s communication 
campaign is to improve the situation. The project was supported by Russian celebrities: 
leader of Nochniye Snaiperi rock group Diana Arbenina, TV host and journalist Vladimir 
Pozner, rock musician and leader of Mumiy Troll rock group Ilya Lagutenko, Uma2rman 
alternative rock group, singer MakSim and artist Nikas Safronov. 

wwf.ru

Only 1% of russians 
support nature conservation 

with donations
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WORKING WITH THE PUBLIC, BUSINESS AND MEMBERS

Corporate partners of WWF-Russia
The number of companies:

2015  –  40
2016  –  55

+37%

+15,6%
WWF-Russia website
The number of visits:

2015  –  2 507 505
2016 –  2 898 280

WWF.RU

WWF-Russia members
2015  – 22 000
2016  – 24 242

The amount of funds donated to WWF projects: 

2015  – > 60 million rubles
2016  – > 60 million rubles

Media publications mentioning WWF-Russia
2015  – 18 365 
2016  – 22 300

WWF-Russia in social media
The number of followers:

2015 г. – 365 000
2016 г. – 500 000

The number of members:



 

WWF OFFICES: 
GREEN SOLUTIONS
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WWF-Russia is concerned about the ecological footprint that is being 
left by its Moscow and regional offices. We are constantly working on 
reducing our adverse impact on the environment
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In 2016, all of WWF-Russia’s o�ces collected for recycling:

                   kilograms of paper

         
                   kilograms of plastic 

                kilograms of glass

               

               kilograms of metal cans 

choosing environmentally 
responsible vendors, 
producers, and services

choosing the double-sided 
option in printing  

using recycled and 
FSC-certified paper  

reducing the amount of 
printed materials in favor of 
electronic ones

sorting wastes and recycling 
paper, plastics, glass, metal, 
batteries and fluorescent lamps

using LED light bulbs 
instead of incandescent 
bulbs

reducing the consumption of 
water, heat, and electricity 

using cleaners and personal 
products that are effective and 
environmentally safe

reducing the number of business trips and substituting them with online conferences. WWF supports selected 
renewable energy development projects that are internationally recognized and have significant socially beneficial 
impacts. The reduction of СО2 emissions achieved through these projects is a means of compensating for any air travel 
that our staff members have to undertake.

educating staff members, 
supporters and corporate partners 
on an environmentally 
responsible lifestyle

What we do:

In the near future, we will start building an ‘eco-house’ for our new office in Moscow. The project will employ the 
most up-to-date green technologies that are aimed at the efficient use of electricity, water, and other resources and 
reducing wastes and greenhouse gas emissions. Green building materials will be used in its construction.

WWF OFFICES: GREEN SOLUTIONS

~10000

~40

~400

~7
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WWF-RUSSIA FUNDING
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EXPENDITURES BY PROGRAMMES
 

MILLION RUBLES
INCOME SOURCES
MILLION RUBLES

 
 

TOTAL TOTAL

 
 

 

1. Biodiversity Conservation

2. Sustainable Forestry

3. Sustainable Fishery

4. Climate and Energy

5. Green Economy

6. Legislation

7. Living Planet Programme (working with the 
public)

8. Project Administration

9. Balance carried forward to the next year

336,930

256,710

25,560

15,150

28,110

29,220

50,420

44,403

1,090

787,593

1. WWF-UK

2. WWF-Germany

3. WWF-Netherlands

4. WWF-Sweden

5. WWF offices in other countries

6. Russian corporate sponsorships and donations

7. Individual donations 

8. World Bank

9. European Commission

10. Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency

11. Other governmental organizations

12. Foreign NGOs and private foundations

13. Other income

62,947

36,973

115,241

83,056

45,175

114,105

61,319

31,08

30,065

29,337

31,57

74,125

72,6

787,593

1
2

3

4

5
6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

1

2

3
4

5
6

7
8
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Care about our Planet? Donate now: help.wwf.ru
WWF.RU

Russia’s LARGESTconservation NGO

6 REGIONAL OFFICES 
located within priority ecoregions:
Barents (Murmansk and Arkhangelsk) 
Altai-Sayan (Krasnoyarsk) 
Northern Caucasus (Krasnodar) 
Kamchatka/Bering 
(Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky) 
Amur (Vladivostok)

140
permanent staff members 
committed to nature 
conservation

MORE THAN 300 
field projects in 47 regions of 
Russia completed over 22 years OVER 24,000 

members

WWF-RUSSIA IS




