
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWF-Russia 

   Kamchatka Office 

   Semi-annual review 
    

   June 2020 



WWF-Russia Kamchatka Office Semi-annual Review page 2 

Sergey Rafanov,  

the Director of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

Greetings from the Kamchatka 

Office! 
Half of the year 2020 has past and we are ready to 

share with you our achievements and challenges. 

While the whole world got locked down with 

pandemic, we here in Kamchatka faced some 

drawbacks in our work due to same reasons. The 

second mobile environmental and educational festival 

“Save Kamchatka Nature”, organized with the help 

from WWF-Russia was postponed to Autumn. 

At the same time, we managed to get running a survey 

on sea otters at the Kuril Islands, and we already have 

first result. 

Kamchatka Internet community was first to raise 

concerns about placer gold mining in Kamchatka. A 

video was published on the Internet showing the 

consequences of the first stage of the gold mining 

company’s activity: trees cut down on the bank of the 

Bystraya River, topsoil removed. WWF-Russia 

engaged Prosecutor General of Russia on the matter 

asking to verify the legality of these activities. Experts 

are sure that work in this area is dangerous for salmon 

ecosystems, and can directly threaten the life and 

health of people working or living in this territory. 

There is some encouraging news we’d like to share as 

well. WWF-Russia managed to raise enough money to 

finish the construction of an eco-trail on Bering 

Island. With support from Kinder®, we shall take care 

of Steller sea lion rookery in Petropavlovsk-

Kamchatsky reducing disturbance and introducing 

measures to regulate visits. 

You will find more about these and other topics in the 

newsletter. 

Thank you for staying with us – we appreciate your 

support! 
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PLACER GOLD MINING
MUST BE SUSPENDED

The development of the deposit at the 
Goltsovskaya site is being carried out 
by Dalstroy, LLC. The company 
received a license for exploration and 
mining in this area in 2017, despite a 
negative scientific assessment of the 
project by the Kamchatka branch of 
the Russian Federal Research 
Institute of Fisheries and 
Oceanography. The licensed site is 
located in two districts of Kamchatka 
krai, in the basins of the Bystraya, 
Utka, Srednyaya and Blizhnaya 
Goltsovka and Plotnikova river 
basins. The Bystraya River is a 

popular tourist route for rafting.
As a rule, placer gold mining does not result in any significant 
financial income to the budgets at the local and regional levels. Being 
state property, minerals are subject to direct federal tax. Mining in 
the riverhead inevitably leads to siltation of spawning ground and the 
erosion of dams built to divert a channel is another challenge. Such 
incidents can destroy river valleys and take human lives. The last 
tragic incident occurred last October in the Krasnoyarsk region.
Given that Dalstroy intends to mine a total of 943 kg of gold on five 
rivers over the next 20 years (license validity period), the estimated 
benefits of gold mining cannot be compared to environmental risks.
The story of the Goltsovskaya area mining proposal is about neglect 
of the interests of fishermen and local communities. WWF-Russia is 
confident that the project documentation should be reviewed by both 
specialists and public, in order to take into account the views of all 
interested parties. Until the end of these discussions, any activity on 
the site should be suspended.
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n/resources/new
s/kamchatka/w
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azrabotku-mesto
rozhdeniya-rossy
pnogo-zolota-na-
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FISHERY PROTECTED AREAS
MAY SOON APPEAR IN RUSSIA

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
approved the biological justification 
framework for the establishment of 
the fishery protected areas (FPA). 
WWF-Russia experts are confident 
that the creation of the FPA will 
prevent the degradation of many 
water ecosystems in our country, 
while ensuring sustainable 
socio-economic development of the 
territories.
Since 2004, Russian legislation has 
signaled the possibility of creating 
fishery protected areas. However, 
by-laws that would stipulate 

mechanisms for creating such preserves did not exist. An effort to 
close this legal gap was made in 2016 with the approval of rules for 
the establishment of the FPA and the list of activities prohibited or 
restricted in its water area.
However, since then not a single FPA in Russia has been established 
– prevented by the lack of a standard passport for the protected area 
and rules for its creation. The order of the Minister of Agriculture, 
registered by the Ministry of Justice on May 13, 2020, is designed to 
bridge existing legal gaps.
In Kamchatka, the focus of environmentalists is the Opala River 
Basin and the West Kamchatka Shelf. These areas, each in its own 
way, play a key role in the reproduction of the marine resources of 
the Sea of Okhotsk. The establishment of the FPA in these areas may 
become a precedent for the creation of similar preserves in other 
areas where the interests of the fishery are at risk.
Environmentalists are considering the creation of a FPA in the Amur 
estuary. The protected area would guarantee the preservation of 
feeding and migration sites of Kaluga, Amur sturgeon and Pacific 
salmon from the threat of industry and infrastructure development.
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MORE FISHERIES
CERTIFIED IN KAMCHATKA

MRAG Americas, the certifier for the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), 
published the Draft Report for the 
Zarya-Kolpakovsky Sobolevo West 
Kamchatka salmon fisheries 
assessment.
During the assessment process, 
WWF-Russia expressed deep 
concerns over the development of 
significant gold-mining activities in 
the Icha River watershed which may 
significantly influence salmon 
habitats and stocks. The Aginsky gold 
mining operation is located on the 
Aga stream, that flows into the Icha 

river. The facility uses chemicals as part of the gold extraction 
process. Now, there is no objective and official information showing 
that salmon stocks of the Icha watershed are not being impacted by 
mining, moreover independent scientists and local activists insist 
that such an impact most likely exists.
The Kamchatka Branch of Russian Fishery Agency (SVTU) and the 
Kamchatka Branch of Russian Federal Research Institute of Fisheries 
and Oceanography (KamchatNIRO) are responsible for performing 
the State Monitoring of Salmon Watersheds. But over the last 5 years 
this monitoring has not been performed regularly due to lack of 
finance as well as barriers built by government and the mining 
industry. This means there is no evidence that management of stocks 
for fishing operations considers impact on stocks from mining. 
Certifiers insist that objective information on the impact of gold 
mining operations on the Icha watershed and spawning habitats 
must be obtained and made publicly available and open for public 
discussion, as well as cumulative impact – of both fishing and mining 
– on salmon stocks in the long-term should be assessed.
Also, draft reports were published for five other fisheries in 
Kamchatka. WWF-Russia takes active part as a stakeholder in the 
certification process.
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THE INDEPENDENCE
OF INDEPENDENT OBSERVERS

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
posted a draft Statute of service on 
vessels of the Russian fishing fleet. 
The subject of the Statute is the 
organization of the service and the 
legal status of crew members. 
According to environmentalists, the 
document needs serious revisions.
The role of the observer as well as his 
rights on the fishing vessel, remain 
extremely uncertain. The revision of 
the Statute proposed by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, on the one hand, 
classifies observers as members of a 
scientific and technical service, which 

is only on research vessels. On the other hand, the document still 
allows observers to work on fishing and fish processing vessels, with 
the legal position of the observer completely determined by the 
captain.
In ideal conditions, the institution of observers is a guarantee of 
fishing sustainability. At the same time, the independence of 
assessment plays a key role in the process. Uncertain role and legal 
status of the observer undermine the very idea of this institution.
“An observer can rightfully perform his tasks only if his rights and 
obligations are clearly defined. He must be guaranteed to freely 
monitor fishing operations and transmit the collected information 
anytime. Data on the actual catch volumes and the impact of fishing 
on non-target species will improve the quality of evidence-based 
fishing management, thus increasing the effectiveness of the fight 
against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing,” said Tatyana 
Shuvalova, director of the Regulation of Environmental Protection 
and Nature Management Program with WWF-Russia.
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https://wwf.ru/e
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ybolovetskikh-su
dakh/



POLLOCK FISHING MAY THREATEN

ARCTIC ECOSYSTEMS
Russian Federal Research Institute of 
Fisheries and Oceanography 
(VNIRO) presented the rationale for 
catching 68,000 metric tons of 
pollock in the Chukchi Sea in 2020 
and about 30,000 in 2021. Specialists 
from WWF-Russia are confident that 
the materials presented do not 
provide a comprehensive assessment 
of the threats and impact of fishing 
on benthic communities.
“The authors of the presented 
Fisheries Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) only pay attention 
to the impact on the fishing stocks,” 

says Sergey Korostelev, coordinator of the WWF-Russia’s Sustainable 
Marine Fisheries Program. “At the same time, there is no assessment 
of the impact on other species, their habitats, and the marine 
ecosystems in the region caused by fishing. Also, the EIA does neither 
give suggestions on fishing gear, nor the time frame for fishing. In 
our opinion, such assessments should not be neglected."
The danger to marine ecosystems comes not only from the fishing 
operations themselves, but also from the related shipping. Prior to 
opening of fishing for pollock in the Chukchi Sea, it is necessary to 
develop and approve amendments to the Fishing Rules. In particular, 
we consider it extremely significant to identify areas prohibited for 
mining; to identify prohibited and permitted types of fishing gear; to 
recognize the timing of fishing; to regulate the marking of fishing 
gears and the reporting of their disposal.
WWF-Russia experts sent their comments for consideration to 
VNIRO. 
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SEA OTTERS IN DANGER
IN THE NORTH KURILS

A survey of sea otters conducted this 
spring as part of a joint WWF-Russia 
and Kinder® project showed a 
further decrease in the number of 
animals in the northern Kuril Islands.
The highest number of sea otters ever 
reported in the northern Kuril Islands 
was 15 thousand animals in 2003. All 
studies in the following years showed 
a sudden drop in numbers to the 
levels of half a century ago.
A 2017 survey clearly demonstrated a 
catastrophic 80% decline in some 
areas. This year, during spring 
surveys on the islands of Paramushir 

and Shumshu, the reduction in the sea otter population was 80% and 
55% respectively compared to 2017. Only 219 animals were found.
“The decline we have witnessed the last decade is catastrophic. We 
see that there are fewer sea otters generally, and some rookeries 
turned out to be abandoned this year. Inspection of the western, 
northern and Okhotsk parts of Paramushir did not reveal the 
presence of sea otters at all,” said Sergey Kornev, a member of the 
Council on Marine Mammals, Ph.D.
The exact reasons for the reduction are yet to be determined. It is 
likely that the observed decrease is the result of several negative 
factors, which had a cumulative effect on the sea otter population. 
Among these factors: the depletion of food, diseases, overpopulation, 
and human influence.
Two more expeditions to the Northern Kuril Islands will take place 
this year. During the expeditions, scientists will collect additional 
information about the dynamics of the sea otter population. Based on 
the results of data processing, it will be possible to develop measures 
to change the situation for the better.
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THE RESULTS OF CASE STUDY
ON RUSSIAN KING CRAB

The case study conducted with Orca 
Bay Seafoods, LLC, scrutinizes all 
stages of fishing and delivery of 
frozen king crab products from 
Russian seas to store shelves in the 
USA aimed to prove legal sourcing of 
the products.
WWF-Russia staff members and Orca 
Bay managers were among the 
experts who conducted a large-scale 
survey in Kamchatka, Primorye, 
South Korea, Japan, and the USA. 
They met with fisheries 
representatives, scrutinized 
documents and verified product 

labelling at key stages of the delivery process. Using a specific 
shipment as an example, the experts tried to track crab from the 
moment of catching to the moment of selling products to a retailer. 
The study and report finalization took about two years.
After transshipment in the Sea of Okhotsk, Russian crab is first 
delivered to Vladivostok. Then it is sent to Busan, South Korea, and 
then all the way across the Pacific Ocean to Seattle, USA. Experts 
used AIS system data from the fishing vessels and encouraged 
fishermen to mark their products with QR-codes to enable tracing of 
the shipment.
The experts proved legal sourcing of Russian king crab shipments. 
More importantly, they created a precedent and tested the 
traceability system which can provide significant assurances to 
supply chain partners, regulators, and consumers. The system can be 
used as an additional tool for government actions fighting IUU 
fishing.
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WWF-RUSSIA AND KINDER©
WILL HELP SEA LIONS

Kinder® continues its collaboration 
with WWF-Russia as part of the 
"Natoons – Play and learn!" 
campaign, which started in May 
2020.
The project aims to reduce 
disturbances at the Steller sea lion 
rookery in Mokhovaya Bay 
(Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky) and 
introduce measures to regulate 
rookery visits, which will help 
stabilize the number of animals there.
"The rookery of Steller sea lions on 
Mokhovaya is one of three haul-outs 
of these animals in 

Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky and the only publicly accessible one. It 
should be noted that only a few cities in the world can boast such 
close proximity to sea lions. Free access for visitors to the rookery in 
Petropavlovsk does not benefit wild animals: often visitors, without 
realizing the consequences, feed animals with fish. For sea lions, this 
is, of course, a disservice: the animals get used to receiving food from 
humans and become dependent, losing the skills and incentive to 
hunt naturally. There are also cases when rookery visitors set dogs on 
sea lions, even shoot at them," said Sergey Rafanov, Director of the 
Kamchatka Ecoregional Department, acting Director of the 
Sustainable Marine Fisheries Program of WWF-Russia.
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BUILDING TOURIST INFRASTRUCTURE

ON BERING ISLAND
As part of the Earth Hour 2020 
campaign, corporate partners, and 
supporters of WWF-Russia raised 
enough money to support the work of 
the Komandorsky. 
Almost four million rubles of the 
collected funds will be used to 
complete the construction of an 
ecological trail on Bering Island (one 
of the four Commander Islands) in 
the Pacific Ocean. Bering Island is 
one of the most remote places in the 
country, where thanks to the efforts 
of the Komandorsky Nature Reserve 
staff, nature is preserved in its 

pristine beauty. Thousands of sea otters and seals live on the 
Commander Islands under the protection of the Reserve. Hundreds 
of sea lions also use the islands as rookeries. And in the protected 
area off the coast of the islands about a dozen species of cetaceans 
can be seen including sperm whales, killer whales, humpbacks, and 
Japanese whales.
The route to the North-West rookery is the most popular one among 
tourists on Bering Island. The eco-trail will be equipped with 
information boards, stairs, observation decks and flooring. This will 
ensure the safety of visitors and minimize the human-induced impact 
on the coastal ecosystem. WWF-Russia experts are confident that the 
development of eco-tourism on the island will help to attract more 
attention to the protected areas in general, as well as stimulate the 
flow of funds for important conservation work.
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KSTU WELCOMES
SCHOOLKIDS

NGO “Small Academy” with support 
from WWF-Russia, organized several 
lectures and workshops for 
schoolchildren from 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. “Small 
Academy” conducted a series of 
classes on the diversity of wildlife on 
the peninsula and in adjacent seas. 
The children visited a museum 
located in Kamchatka State Technical 
University (KSTU) and learned about 
salmon and many things that would 
not be covered in their regular school 
lessons.
“The doors of our ‘Small Academy’ 

are open to students of all ages,” explained Alexander Bonk, head of 
the Department of Marine Resources, Fisheries and Aquaculture of 
Kamchatka State Technical University, co-founder of the "Small 
Academy". “First of all, of course, we focus on secondary and high 
school, but we are ready to work with younger students, gradually 
forming an idea of scientific activity.”
Advocacy for science and popularization of scientific creativity are the 
global goal of the "Small Academy" staff members. They do not limit 
the scope of the course to classes that are familiar to students. Under 
the guidance of experienced university teachers, the children are 
offered the chance to try the role of researcher for themselves.
Although the project was suspended due to pandemic, WWF-Russia 
and NGO “Small Academy” plan to continue cooperation in Autumn.
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Special thanks to our partners: the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation, Ocean 5, the Thompson Family Foundation, and WWF-US. We work together to leverage 

collaboration between the Russian government, private sector, and local communities for conserving wild 

marine ecosystems of the Russian Far East, and introduce sustainability principles into socio-economic  

development of the region. 
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With sincere thanks to Stephanie Lee, 

WWF-US Arctic Field Program 

June, 2020 

 

LOOKING FORWARD 
Gold, silver and coal mining development, as well as oil 
and gas development plans in the region, affecting key 
salmon habitats, remains a critical issue for us. 
At the same time, financial situation has worsened – 
the office is still struggling to diversify funding sources 
to ensure long-term sustainability of WWF work in the 
region. 
We need your support. Please, get involved! 
http://help.wwf.ru  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ©
 S

e
rg

e
y
 M

a
rs

h
u
k
 



 

WWF Kamchatka Office in Numbers 

 

Six more fisheries 
were recommended to be certified 

against environmental sustainability standards in Kamchatka 

 

  

    

        

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
 

Scientists report 
80% decline in 

the sea otter population 
in the North Kuril Islands 

 

About four million rubles 

will be used to construct an eco-trail on Bering Island 
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