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Sergey Rafanov,  

the head of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

Dear friends and colleagues! 

The year 2014 ended on a very optimistic note: a 
group of senators and deputies of the Russian 
Parliament introduced a draft law, which would 
ban driftnet fishing in the Exclusive Economic 
Zone of Russia completely. Although, the law 
hasn’t passed yet, we wait anxiously for it to do so 
this year. Should the draft of law fail to pass into 
law, we shall continue to insist on further limiting 
driftnet fishing to ensure plentiful runs of salmon 
return each year to Kamchatka’s rivers. 

Our voice in Kamchatka is well-heard and 
listened to, as we became members of two Public 
Councils: one - under the Ministry of Economic 
Development of Kamchatka, and another one - 
under the North-East Territorial Directorate of 
the Russian Federal Fishery Agency. WWF 
participation will help to make our statements 
heard clearly by legislators and regulatory 
authorities. 

WWF took part in the Far East investment forum 
and explained to foreign businessmen and 
investors the risks connected with mining, and oil 
and gas development. At the same time we 
highlighted that businesses which follow 
international environmental standards are 
profitable. It’s important to Kamchatka to keep its 
environment and renewable resources healthy, 
while at the same time multiple industrial sectors 
are developed with a long-term perspective.  

In autumn Qingdao hosted another globally 
important event - the China Fisheries and 
Seafood Expo (CFSE). The CFSE is the gateway to 
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the largest and fastest growing seafood market in 
the world. Over 20,000 seafood professionals 
from almost 100 countries visited the show. More 
than 1,100 exhibitors from 40 countries filled the 
Qingdao International Convention Center. WWF-
China rented a booth at the Expo to let visitors 
know about sustainable fishing and aquaculture 
initiatives, and to inform Chinese retailers about 
where they can buy Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) certified Kamchatka salmon. That event 
was a link in a chain, which should inspire all 
major Kamchatka fisheries to join the MSC 
certification process over the next several years. 

At the same time, the year 2014 issued challenges. 
The most serious one: we faced a threat of oil 
development on the West Kamchatka shelf again. 
Oil and gas companies plan to build two wells in 
the sea area in three years. A new seismic 
surveying is scheduled for 2015. The West 
Kamchatka shelf is especially important as a 
feeding area for marine mammals and as 
productive fishing grounds for the fishermen of 
Kamchatka.  

This challenge and a number of others stipulate 
our work for the next year. 
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Driftnet fishing maybe banned in Russia 

next year. 

Efforts of WWF and other conservation 

NGOs were supported by legislators. 

A group of deputies and senators introduced 

a draft law to the State Duma (the lower 

chamber of the Russian parliament), which 

would ban driftnet fishing in Russia’s 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) starting 

January 1, 2016.  

Driftnet fishing is devastating. No other 

type of fishing results in such considerable 

mortality of non-target species, including 

seabirds and marine mammals. Even 

worse, it can hardly be regulated. 

According to independent observers and 

officials, driftnet fishing vessels either don’t 

report bycatch of non-targeted species, or 

downplay such data significantly – usually 

the reports contain numbers, which are 11 times lower than the actual 

amount of bycatch. If legislators pass the law, it will boost on-shore 

fishing, save millions of species, and put Russia in line with other 

advanced countries, which have already banned driftnet fishing in their 

waters. 

There are 35 Japanese and 16 Russian driftnet fishing vessels in the 

Russian Far East. Each vessel can deploy 32 kilometers of drifting nets a 

day. This means more than 1,600 kilometers of nets can be set each day, 

which is comparable to the length of the eastern shore of Kamchatka. 

For many years WWF-Russia has insisted on limiting driftnet fishing 

and even its complete ban. The government of Russia imposed 

restrictions on this type of fishing: limitations to set-nets were 

implemented, as well as starting the driftnet fishing season one month 

later than usually last year. As a result of the later season opening, on-

shore fishermen experienced extremely high catch amount in the first 

several weeks. However, when full-scale driftnet fishing opened, the 

Anadromous Fish Commission (an agency, which regulates on-shore 

fishing) had to enforce the closing of on-shore fish processing plants, in 

order to ensure enough salmon would make it to the spawning ground. 

At the same time, driftnet fishing vessels were working at full-throttle. 

That situation helped lawmakers and fishermen clearly see the negative 

impact which driftnet fishing causes to the regional economy. 

 

 

DRIFTNET FISHING 
MAYBE BANNED IN RUSSIA 

NEXT YEAR  
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WWF has identified the West Kamchatka 

shelf as an area that should be off-limits to 

oil and gas exploitation. WWF deems this 

area to be of equal importance as two 

others around the world in their need to be 

protected: the Lofoten and Vesteraalen 

islands in Norway and Bristol Bay in 

Alaska. All three are areas are of special 

priority, where oil spill response would be 

next to impossible to clean up or where any 

spill would cause irreparable long-term 

damage. The West Kamchatka shelf was 

included in the WWF Global Marine 

Campaign. Luckily, Bristol Bay was 

removed from future offshore drilling plans 

late last year, an action that had been 

supported by public efforts. The West 

Kamchatka shelf plays the same important 

role in Russia’s food supply as Bristol Bay, 

Alaska does for the United States. It provides one quarter of all the 

marine resources harvested in the country, including one third of 

Russia’s harvests of pollock, and one third of the Pacific salmon 

fattens there. 

Despite that, Russian oil and gas companies have plans to build two 

wells on the West Kamchatka shelf in the next three years. At the 

same time, a seismic surveying is already scheduled for 2015. Usually 

this kind of surveying is conducted with air guns, which, towed 

behind a surveying vessel on or under the sea surface, emit loud 

sound blasts of low frequency. This procedure is considered harmful 

for marine wildlife, especially whales and young fish species.  

The area was included in the WWF Global 
Marine Campaign at the right time. 
World oil price is steadily going down. In this case, the fishing 

potential of Kamchatka seems more attractive. And what is even 

more important, oil and gas are finite resources, while fish are 

renewable. Fish have supported local communities for hundreds of 

years. Kamchatka fisheries ensure consistent contributions to 

regional and the federal budgets. We expect the Russian 

government to agree to stop further oil exploration on the West 

Kamchatka shelf, and instead conserve the highly productive area 

as a fisheries management zone. 

PROTECT the 
West Kamchatka SHELF  
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Sergey Korostelev, the 

Marine Program 

Coordinator of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

WWF-Russia 
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Two independent observers spent several 

months this year on board long-line fishing 

vessels to define fishing conditions, by-catch 

amounts and to maintain an accounting of 

sea birds and marine mammals. 

The vessels “Afalina” and “Tarpon” were 

fishing in the north-western part of the 

Bering Sea. Neither of the vessels has ever 

cooperated with WWF before; however, the 

crew had started to use streamer lines for 

bird mitigation absolutely voluntarily after 

attending seminars organized by WWF in 

spring 2014. Streamer lines on “Afalina” 

were made according to schematic drawings 

presented by WWF. Both observers reported 

significantly low number of bird attacks and 

as a result a low number of birds by-caught. 

 A streamer line is 60 meters long, with streamers hanging down from 

the main line every 1-2 meters. Fishermen on “Afalina” used various 

methods to deter seabirds: a double streamer line, a single streamer line 

with a light-reflecting buoy, and sometimes only a light-reflecting buoy. 

The latter one showed the lowest efficiency rate. Also any mitigation 

devices were almost ineffective in low-light conditions, strong wind and 

confused sea. In 39 fishing days on “Afalina” five birds became victims 

of long-line. The observer emphasized that those five birds were caught 

in twilight and stormy weather. 

The observer from “Tarpon” reported that several times one of two 

streamer lines disconnected because of poor installation. This caused a 

sudden increase of bird attacks. In 71 fishing days on “Tarpon” only 

seven birds were hooked, five of them were caught during the time, 

when a single streamer line was installed.  

 

 

MITIGATION DEVICES 
SAVE BIRDS IN THE BERING SEA  
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A group of divers spotted a Steller’s sea 

lion with a fishing net wrapped around its 

neck and jaws in Russkaya Bay in the end 

of August. The divers were unable to help 

the Red-listed animal, so they contacted 

the WWF-Russia office and asked us to 

provide assistance. It took several days to 

gather the necessary information, to 

construct proper rescue devices and to 

shape up a complicated rescue plan. 

Contacting scientists wasn’t a problem, 

they were eager to help and even take part 

in rescue operation. Russkaya Bay is a 

tourist place, it is located in the south-

western part of the Avacha Gulf, and it 

takes several hours by boat to get there. So 

the major problem for a group of rescuers 

was to find a charter boat for a decent 

price. A captain, who agreed to share the 

fuel expenses, was found two weeks later. 

However, by the time of arrival, there was no sign of the sea lion. 

Although, the rescuers were unable to find the suffering animal and no 

further reports on it were received, the situation identified a big 

problem in modern marine ecosystems, which are vulnerable to human 

presence and negligent attitude. Pieces of nets and ropes, left in the sea 

by fishermen are a serious threat for fish, sea birds, marine mammals 

and other species. It’s a pity, but very often help just cannot arrive in 

time. 

WWF-Russia plans to monitor the situation, when marine mammals 

become victims of lost fishing gear, with the help of tourist companies, 

divers and scientist this year. If needed, rescue operations will be 

organized. 

LOST FISHING GEARS 
THREATEN SEA 

MAMMALS  
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Public inspectors were monitoring for 

poaching on the Bolshaya River through late 

September, 2014. The last month of the 

fishing season was busy: several times a day 

and also at night anti-poaching groups 

patrolled the river, removing illegally 

installed nets – dozens of them had been 

spotted and removed by the end of the 

month. Although specialists detected a slight 

reduction of poaching activity this year, it is 

still very ordinary to discover hundreds of 

kilograms of dead fish left by criminals on 

the banks of the river with roe taken away. 

The most impressive particular find weighed 

730 kilograms. 

Public inspectors reported on multiple 

occasions that they were unable to catch up 

with a poacher’s boat because of insufficient engine power. It’s no 

secret, that a modern poacher isn’t a scared fisherman, hiding in the 

bushes with his rod. Those who have chosen this criminal way of 

making a living are well-equipped and organized. Illegal fishing on the 

Bolshaya River is estimated to be approximately half of the volume of 

legal fishing. However, only some of the businessmen who work on the 

river realize the damage inflicted by poaching activity. More often, 

owners of large enterprises only state their willingness to support public 

inspector, but their words don’t translate into actions. With no food, no 

gas and no salary, public inspectors are forced to look for another job, 

despite how mindful they are. 

“Among poachers on the Bolshaya River you can find immigrants, 

who came to Kamchatka from former Soviet republics. Many people 

from different parts of the peninsula go to Ust-Bolsheretsky district 

during fishing season, but the majority of poachers are locals.” Says 

Vasily Mishin, the head of Ust-Bolsheretsk public council “Save Salmon 

TOGETHER”. 

According to his words, it’s very simple to fight down all criminal 

activity in the district. What is needed to be done is to eliminate the 

shadow market of poached fish and caviar. Another thing to do is to 

increase the number of anti-poaching groups significantly. Both of these 

goals involve serious changes in public attitude and legislation. WWF 

together with other NGOs will continue to support independent 

observers on the Bolshaya River and draw public attention to the 

problems of Ust-Bolsheretsky district. 

 

PUBLIC INSPECTORS 
ON THE BOLSHAYA RIVER  
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The head of the Kamchatka Ecoregional 

Office of WWF-Russia became a member of a 

Public Council under the North-East 

Territorial Directorate of the Russian Federal 

Fishery Agency. The Public Council is a 

deliberative assembly. It can draw up 

recommendations and present them to the 

head of the Agency. Fourteen people joined 

the Council. Representatives of fisheries and 

indigenous communities are also among the 

participants. 

The assembly gathered five times in the last 

two months to discuss the most debated 

questions. WWF insisted on including a 

number of issues in the working plan. 

Among them are: 

• protecting the West Kamchatka shelf from oil drilling; 

• reconsideration of hydro-power plant construction plans on the 

Zhupanova River; 

• addressing problems of future mining and oil development in the 

region; and, 

• improving work of public inspectors to enhance anti-poaching 

efforts. 

First of all, WWF-Russia insists on the Council’s engagement in 

discussions of seismic exploration on the West Kamchatka shelf, which 

oil companies plan to conduct in the next year. Starting with an analysis 

of the Environmental Impact Assessment, WWF plans to provide 

thorough arguments to the Council to support the idea of creating a 

fisheries protected zone on the West Kamchatka shelf.  

WWF-Russia is also interested in further limitations placed on driftnet 

fishing. WWF has recommended conducting a public expertise on Total 

Allowable Catch (TAC) for driftnet vessels in February 2015, which 

would show real scale of the negative impact of the driftnet fishery: 

serious bycatch and overfishing, manipulation of catch data, which is 

proved with scientific calculations and by independent observers thus 

far. These official results will be included in an Environmental Impact 

Assessment and will significantly change TAC for driftnet vessels. 

Another important problem is the interrelationship of public fishing 

inspectors with official state inspectors on the Bolshaya River. Being 

vital to future WWF anti-poaching work, the cooperation between these 

two groups sometimes is uncertain, and should be defined. 

WWF-Russia relies on support from fishermen in finding solutions of 

these debated questions, especially when mining endangers salmon 

stocks and spawning grounds. 

WWF JOINED 
THE RFFA PUBLIC COUNCIL  
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The investment forum “Far East – 2014” 

took place in Petropavlovsk in the beginning 

of September. Russian economists and 

politicians told domestic and foreign 

investors about positive aspects of investing 

in the Kamchatka region. Environmental 

risks were emphasized by WWF and other 

NGO specialists. 

About 600 participants attended the forum, 

say officials. Among them were 

representatives of regional and state 

authorities, experts from domestic and 

foreign financial institutions, as well as 

heads of logistic, industrial, energy and 

tourism companies. They all were eager to 

hear what kinds of new possibilities are open 

to investors in Kamchatka. 

“The regional strategy of economic and 

social development is at a crossroads,” says Sergey Rafanov, the head 

of the WWF Kamchatka/Bering Sea Ecoregional office. “For decades 

the peninsula was dependent on renewable marine resources, which 

also played an important role in domestic and international markets. 

But today, regional government is interested in diversification of the 

peninsula’s traditional economic mainstay of fishing by trying to 

encourage the development of other industrial sectors in the region. 

So, the most important thing right now is to keep Kamchatka’s 

environmental potential high along with that development in a long-

term perspective.” 

Sergey Rafanov explained to potential investors the risks connected 

with mining, oil and gas development. At the same time he highlighted 

that profits can be made while still following international 

environmental standards. 

“If businessmen and investors pay attention to these standards during 

planning and construction, it will help to mitigate ecological risks as 

well as avoid any direct or indirect negative impacts on surrounding 

ecosystems. Voluntary certification according to international 

standards, which sometimes exceed demands of Russian Law, makes a 

company look good, shows charitable attitude to nature and 

minimizes negative effects on the environment”, said Rafanov. 

Several mining projects are already scheduled to break ground in the 

next few years. The regional administration calls the mining industry 

one of the most important industries to develop in the future and it has 

allocated money in the regional budget to support new projects. 

WWF TOOK PART IN 
THE FAR EAST INVESTMENT 

FORUM  
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The Global Sustainable Seafood Forum was 

hosted in Qingdao, China on November 4, 

organized by the Marine Stewardship 

Council (MSC) and WWF-China in 

partnership with the China Aquatic Products 

Processing and Marketing Alliance 

(CAPPMA) and the Aquaculture Stewardship 

Council (ASC). The event brought together 

fishermen, retailers, processors, decision 

makers, and experts from China, South 

Korea, Russia, Japan, USA, Canada, New 

Zealand, Thailand, Chile, and many other 

countries. 

The seafood market of China, and Asia in 

general, is growing fast. Wild fish cover half 

of consumer demand for fish and seafood, 

while farmed fish make up the other half of the market. WWF-Russia’s 

marine programs coordinator, Konstantin Zgurovsky, was a member of 

WWF-Russia’s delegation at the Forum, and thinks that MSC and ASC 

must set standards in the industry. 

“MSC runs the only certification and eco-labelling programme for 

wild-capture fisheries, but in the modern world farmed seafood has 

become increasingly popular. That’s why WWF together with Dutch 

Sustainable Trade Initiative founded ASC. The ASC’s primary role is to 

manage the global standards for responsible aquaculture. As a result, 

many retailers want the products they sell to be labelled as sustainable 

and traceable, which can be proven by a chain-of-custody certificate 

and either the MSC or ASC label. I think it’s just a matter of time, when 

the same labels will be demanded in Russian seafood markets. We 

work with fishermen, aquaculture producers, seafood processors, 

retail and foodservice companies, scientists, conservation groups and 

consumers to recognize and reward responsible seafood.” 

Businessmen and governments of many countries are united in their 

desire to eradicate the supply of illegal seafood. Retailers, processers, 

restaurants, hotels and even pet-food producers are interested in 

verifying that they source and sell legal fish and seafood. 

According to recent analysis, illegal fishing inflicts an annual loss of $23 

billion, which is about half of the value of world’s legal fishery. Eco-label 

is a marketing instrument, that stimulates changes in the market as well 

as in consumers’ minds. In the end, consumers are the main market 

players, as they vote with their money, and can encourage the market to 

change. 

 

 

GLOBAL FORUM 
IN QINGDAO  
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Denis Semenov,  

Marine Program 

Coordinator of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

Large fisheries of Kamchatka are 

interested in the MSC certification. 

Although the Russian market doesn’t have the same 

demand of certified products as the European market, 

many fisheries in Kamchatka understand that 

overfishing and poaching inflict huge damage to their 

business. That’s exactly why companies get involved 

in WWF’s anti-poaching work and eagerly follow the 

MSC’s advices to improve fishing: they are aimed at 

long-term cooperation with overseas partners from 

Asia, Europe and the USA. 
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In November, a special meal of authentic 

Kamchatka cuisine was served in Moscow. 

As part of a joint project between WWF and 

Citi Foundation which is aimed at promoting 

small business development for non-timber 

forest products processing, WWF-Russia 

organized a promotion of culinary products 

made from wild Kamchatka plants. 

Restauranteurs, as well as bloggers and 

journalists, famous in the culinary 

community were invited to try some new and 

unique dishes, cooked by renowned chef 

Anton Prokofiev. Also guests were welcome 

to try cooking something for themselves. 

Fern, wild garlic and orange-cap boletus 

mushrooms were served for the main course; 

guests also had a chance to taste pinecone syrup and mashed bog 

bilberries for the dessert. 

These kinds of products from Kamchatka are not easy to find in Moscow 

stores: they are considered a delicacy and are too scarce in stores to feed 

millions of people. However, thanks to the joint project between WWF 

and Citi Foundation, the situation may change in the near future. This 

project fits WWF’s environmental goals, as well as Citi Foundation’s 

social goals. In remote areas of Kamchatka, where sources of income are 

rather sparse, people are compelled to conduct illegal activity as a way 

to make ends meets. And in those areas, salmon poaching is 

widespread. This joint project creates new jobs, new sources of income 

and, as a result, improves human wellbeing in Kamchatka. 

This joint project has been going on for two years thus far, and in 2014 

it was extended for another year. WWF-Russia’s next step is to create an 

Association, which will bring together wild plant food producers from 

across the region. This form of organization will help to create a positive 

image of Kamchatka natural products among consumers in European 

Russia, as well as make the process of finding a buyer easier for 

producers than it is now. More than that, the Association should let 

producers meet the quality and quantity of products that retailers’ 

demand. 

A SPECIAL MEAL OF 
AUTHENTIC KAMCHATKA CUISINE  
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LOOKING FORWARD 
The natural world of Kamchatka needs our help, 
probably, now more than ever. Rapid expansion of 
mining in Kamchatka region puts at risk the viability of 
the renewable resources that local communities have 
depended on for generations. Driftnet fishing in the 
Exclusive Economic Zone of Russia may have serious 
adverse environmental and economic consequences. 
The West Kamchatka shelf is at risk of oil and gas 
development in the near future. 
We need your support to withstand these and many 
other environmental threats in Kamchatka. 
Please get involved too. 
http://www.wwf.ru/help_us  
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Special thanks to our salmon conservation partners: Wild Salmon Center and 

Pacific Environment, with whom we work to leverage collaboration between 

the Russian government, private sector, and local communities for conserving 

wild salmon ecosystems on Kamchatka! 

With support from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the John D. and 

Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation and Citi Foundation, WWF-Russia supports sustainable fishery 

and the economic development of the region, which should be ecologically 

sustainable. 
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               Public inspectors on the Bolshaya River confiscated  

                  about 2 500 tons 
                       of poached roe in 2014 
 

  

  2 more long-line fishing vessels 
  began using streamer-lines after a seminar 

   organized by WWF 
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