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Sergey Rafanov,  

the Director of the 

Kamchatka Bering Sea 

Ecoregional Office 

Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula remains one of the 

most ecologically valuable areas of the entire planet. 

The freshwater ecosystems on the peninsula and the 

surrounding marine waters support an abundance of 

species and ecosystem services which, in turn, 

sustains local residents and all of Russia with 

renewable resources, including vast stocks of fish and 

seafood. The broader Kamchatka-Bering Sea-Alaska 

eco-region encompasses world’s last remaining 

healthy Pacific salmon runs. In FY17, the Kamchatka 

office has met some significant obstacles but 

continues to be optimistic about our future work as we 

forge ahead making positive contributions to 

conserving the region’s natural heritage, furthering 

partnerships to advance ecological and scientific 

understanding, and building sustainable livelihoods 

for the region’s residents.    

WWF worked on developing and promoting the 

introduction of Fishery Marine Protected Zone 

(FMPZ) legislation by the Russian Fishery Agency. 

This is a key issue for the regional office because it 

enables protection of large marine ecosystems like the 

West-Kamchatka Shelf and fresh-water salmon 

habitats. Despite all efforts, the regulating by-laws 

were approved in September 2017, but then recalled in 

December 2017. We are now waiting for a new round 

of FMPZ related by-laws endorsement procedures to 

start. 

In addition to the FMPZ by-laws issue, we failed to 

establish a working relationship with a key relevant 
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regional stakeholder – KamchatNIRO, the key 

scientific body informing decision-making processes 

for the fishery sector. Although WWF conducted a 

series of meetings with authorities in the Russian 

Fishery Agency, KamchatNIRO has refused to work 

with WWF for political reasons. 

Gold, silver and coal mining development, as well as 

oil & gas plans, affecting key salmon habitats in the 

region, remains a critical issue for us. We are not able 

to address each project separately. To address the 

whole complex of environmental problems which 

come from regional mining development we need to 

force introduction of SEA legislation on federal level. 

The financial situation has worsened – the office is 

still struggling to diversify funding sources to ensure 

long-term sustainability of WWF’s work in the region. 

Under these trying circumstances, however, we 

continue to support public activists and other NGOs 

which work on conservation issues. We have managed 

to raise funds for public inspectors who thwart 

poachers on the salmon rivers of Kamchatka. We 

encourage new fishing companies to join the MSC-

certification process, and the number of certified 

fisheries is constantly rising in the region. We are glad 

to inform you that WWF managed to arrange the first 

SEA-workshop in Kamchatka which gathered about 

30 representatives from NGOs, scientific and research 

facilities, and some governmental controlling 

institutions. 

Thank you for staying with us –we appreciate your 

continued support! 

 



   

CONTENTS: 

 
 

 
WWF organized the first 
workshop on SEA in 
Kamchatka 

 
 
 

5 
 
WWF stands for reduction 
salmon quota in the Russian 
EEZ 

 
 
 

6 
 
New nature reserves may soon 
appear in Kamchatka 

 
 

7 
 
Experts assessed condition of 
salmon stocks on the 
Ostrovnaya River 

 
 
 

8 
 
WWF experts researched sea-
bottom benthos communities 
in the Western part of the 
Bering Sea 

 
 
 
 

9 
 
Observers on longline fishing 
vessels received broader 
powers 

 
 
 

10 
 
Six fishing companies receive 
MSC sustainability 
certification 

 
 
 

11 
 
Ecolabled fishing products 
will become more popular in 
Russia 

 
 
 

12 
 
Volunteers will protect the 
Avacha River from poachers 

 
 

13 
 
Delikateska.ru online store to 
help WWF-Russia in its 
salmon conservation activities 

 
 
 

14 
 
Kids from remote villages 
learn more about salmon 

 
 

15 
 
Looking forward 

 
16 



WWF ORGANIZED THE FIRST
WORKSHOP ON STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT IN KAMCHATKA

The Strategic Environment 
Assessment (SEA) Training took 
place in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. 
The Russian Public Chamber 
Commission for Environment and 
Nature Conservation with support 
from WWF-Russia organized and 
facilitated the event.
During the training, the participants 
used methods and approaches to 
assess the new strategy for regional 
socio-economic development in 
Kamchatka. WWF-Russia presented 
study guides published in 2017 on the 
framework of the joint project of 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Global 
Environment Facility (GEF), and the Russian Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment. One of the guides, for example, 
provides methods to assess Energy Development Programmes. It is 
very timely for Kamchatka due to the plans of Novatek (the natural 
gas producing company) to build an LNG terminal on the eastern 
coast of Kamchatka. 
“Kamchatka has great potential for conducting SEA. There are 
many specialists who work for the Pacific Geographical Institute 
and the Kamchatka Research Institute of Fishery and 
Oceanography. They are well-qualified to conduct SEA of regional 
development programmes. During the two-day training they had a 
chance to form groups of experts and implement some SEA methods 
to assess existing programmes and strategies,” says Alexey 
Knizhnikov, the head of WWF-Russia’s Oil and Gas Programme.

For more info, please, visit: 
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zakonodatelstvo/proekty-razvi
tiya-kamchatki-podvergnut-strategicheskoy-ekologicheskoy-otsenk
e/
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WWF STANDS FOR REDUCING
SALMON QUOTA IN THE RUSSIAN EEZ

Public hearings on total allowable 
catch (TAC) for the 2019 fishing 
season took place in Kamchatka. 
WWF-Russia presented a number of 
specific comments on the discussed 
subjects.
More than two years ago driftnet 
fishing in the exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) of Russia was completely 
banned. However, driftnet fishing 
companies still hold salmon quota in 
the EEZ.
After the ban on driftnet fishing, the 
companies that had previously used 
driftnets were unable to catch any 

substantial number of salmon. According to the state legislation, if a 
company is unable to catch its full quota of fish for three years in a 
row, an agreement between the company and the government must 
be abrogated and therefore the company’s quota is put up for auction. 
This exact scenario is about to happen this year for several 
companies. Taking into account that the now-banned driftnets were 
the only fishing gears that let fishermen catch large numbers of 
salmon in the open sea, law-abiding fishing companies will not bid 
for the quota. However, the situation may potentially encourage 
criminal companies to buy quotas at fairly low prices and send out a 
bunch of now illegal driftnet vessels into the EEZ. While Russia’s 
regulatory authority can possibly catch a small number of- say five, 
seven or ten - poaching vessels, what if there will be a couple dozens 
of such vessels?

For more info, please, visit:
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/wwf-rossii-predlag
aet-otkazatsya-ot-kvotirovaniya-vylova-lososevykh-v-ekonomzone/
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NEW NATURE RESERVES
MAY SOON APPEAR IN KAMCHATKA

WWF-Russia, other 
non-governmental organizations, and 
scientific institutes together plan to 
work on the establishment of several 
specially protected nature areas in 
Kamchatka.
“The River Kol” wildlife sanctuary 
was created in 2004. Since that time, 
no new protected nature areas have 
appeared in Kamchatka. 
Unfortunately, in the past 14 years 
there are even less of them. While 
some of the formerly separate 
preserves were merged together, 
others disappeared during the 

incorporation of Kamchatka Oblast and Koryak Autonomous Okrug. 
For example, “The Moroshechnaya River” and “The Utkholok River” 
sanctuaries in the western part of Kamchatka near Kovran and 
Ust-Khiryuzovo villages were lost during that incorporation process. 
These areas were determined to be important wetland ecosystems 
according to the terms of the Ramsar Convention (1971). In 
springtime more than 800 thousand bird species migrate through 
these wetlands.
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Kamchatka 
has noted that the existing network of protected nature areas does 
not fully represent the regional biodiversity. The existing network is 
insufficient to support any semblance of balance between natural 
resources extraction and ecosystem conservation. The financial 
support provided by WWF-Russia to scientific institutions and public 
organizations will go toward ensuring that the necessary 
documentation for establishing new protected nature areas is 
expedited, with the goal of getting through the initial formal part of 
the process by the end of this year.
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EXPERTS ASSESSED
CONDITION OF SALMON STOCKS ON THE 

OSTROVNAYA RIVER

The research on salmon stocks, which 
was conducted with the financial 
support of WWF-Russia, also covers 
the rivers nearest to the Ostrovnaya, 
and includes the Nalycheva and 
Vakhil rivers. A comparison of the 
data from these three rivers draws 
attention to unsustainable fishing 
practices on the Ostrovnaya River, 
where there are low-numbers of 
chum and sockeye salmon.
However, the Ostrovnaya River is one 
of the most important rivers of those 
running into Avacha Gulf. It’s 
situated in the south-eastern part of 

Kamchatka and runs through the Nalychevo valley which is on the 
UNESCO’s List of World Heritage Sites. There are three commercial 
fishing plots the Ostrovnaya’s lower reaches.
The recently completed research showed that the variety of species in 
the Ostrovnaya River has dropped two times since 1980. It is 
hypothesized that this is partially a result of high pink salmon runs 
on th river which scientists and fishermen have been observing for 
the last decade. However, data from the Ostrovnaya to two adjacent 
rivers highlight that other factors may more significantly contribute 
to the decline of biodiversity observed on the Ostrovnaya. Taking into 
account the rivers’ similar geographic location as well each river’s 
morphology, the observed differences in biodiversity appear to be the 
result of anthropogenic impacts. Based on recently collected and 
analyzed data, specialists suggest that commercial fishing on the 
Ostrovnaya River should be limited to a period from July 1 to July 31.

For more info, please, visit:
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/prirodnyy-park-vu
lkany-kamchatki-otsenil-sostoyanie-populyatsiy-tikhookeanskikh-l
ososey-reki-ostrovn/
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WWF EXPERTS RESEARCHED
SEA-BOTTOM BENTHOS COMMUNITIES IN 
THE WESTERN PART OF THE BERING SEA

The coastal areas of Chukotka and 
Kamchatka do not have many threats 
from economic development, 
however, the major threat to benthic 
communities comes from commercial 
fishing. It is hard to assess the real 
number of cold water coral habitats 
destroyed by bottom trawling. Some 
fishermen use additional instruments 
to increase fishing capacities of 
bottom trawl nets which increases 
detrimental impacts. Bottom 
longlines, crab traps, midwater trawls 
(like demersal trawls), and other 
types of dredges likely all negatively 

influence benthic communities as well. 
Moreover, scientists have registered an increase in  pollution of ghost 
fishing gear parts in the North Pacific as well as increase in the 
presence of human bilge waste (domestic waste) coming from fishing 
vessels. According to approximate calculations, about 20 demersal 
trawls are lost in the Bering Sea annually. The nets are manufactured 
with highly resistant synthetic material and pose a threat both to 
both benthic life and marine mammals.
Since the early 2000’s, Canada, Norway, Great Britain, and the USA 
have been implementing conservation measures to protect seabed 
species, and have been conducting a variety of  joint research 
projects. In Russia, however, research has neither been conducted, 
nor have conservation measures been suggested at the state level. 
Thus, the efforts of conservation organizations, scientists, and 
fishermen aimed to protect vulnerable benthic habitats in Russian 
waters are vitally important.

For more info, please, visit: 
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/eksperty-wwf
-proveli-analiz-izuchennosti-donnykh-bentosnykh-soobshchestv-v-z
apadnoy-chasti-beringova/
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OBSERVERS ON LONGLINE
FISHING VESSELS RECEIVED BROADER 

POWERS

“The Regulations on Observers’ 
Work” was developed by the Longline 
Fishery Association (LFA) together 
with WWF-Russia. The LFA’s internal 
document defines specific rights and 
duties of an observer when onboard a 
fishing vessel. 
However, the new Regulations give 
an observer authority to collect data 
at each and every stage of the fishing 
process. It defines an observer’s 
status, and makes the cooperation 
between an observer and crew 
members more explicit.  To aid 
transparency, the document sets forth 

that an independent observer can access any door of a longline 
fishing vessel.
“This document shows LFA’s good will to make fishing processes 
transparent. It is important that in addition to collecting scientific 
data on main commercial species, observers also record instances of 
the vessel losing or collecting fishing gear, the numbers and types of 
species bycaught, as well as the effectiveness of mitigation devices 
used to repel sea birds from bait,” says Andrey Vinnikov, the head 
of Sustainable Fishery Program WWF-Russia.
LFA and WWF-Russia’s experts started to work on the Regulations in 
2014. The final version of the document was approved by LFA for all 
their longline fishing vessels on February 1, 2018.
It is worth saying that not only scientists from fisheries research 
institutes can work as observers. In fact, any specialist who has 
passed proper training and received necessary skills and knowledge 
can be allowed to collect data onboard.

For more info, please, visit:
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/nablyudateli-na-yaruso
lovakh-poluchili-rasshirennye-polnomochiya/
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SIX FISHING COMPANIES
RECEIVE MARINE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 

SUSTAINABILITY CERTIFICATION

MRAG Americas, the certifying 
company, assessed Pink and Chum 
salmon fisheries on the western part 
of the Kamchatka peninsula, 
involving four fishing companies: 
“Bolsheretsk”, “Narody Severa”, 
“Loyd-Fish”, and “Oktyabrsky Fishing 
Factory”. These companies fish on the 
Bolshaya River, which is the most 
troublesome, in terms of poaching, 
for the whole region. They also 
operate on four other rivers and their 
tributaries: the Opala, Kikhchik, 
Mukhina, and Khomutina.
Two more fishing companies, located 

on the east coast of the peninsula, were granted MSC certification, 
“Delta Fish” operating in the lower reaches of the Kamchatka River 
and “Delfin” fishing for Pink, Chum and Sockeye salmon in 
Olyutorsky Bay. Both companies announced their intentions to be 
certified in July, 2017, and the whole assessment process took less 
than a year.
“So far, the MSC certification system is well beyond other similar 
ecologically valuable programs. From the conservationist’s point of 
view, this is the best mechanism to protect marine ecosystems. This 
is why WWF-Russia backs fishermen’s intentions to certify their 
fisheries, to follow the required conditions necessary for 
certification, and to conduct their business practices in a way that is 
environmentally sound,” says Sergey Rafanov, the director of 
WWF-Russia’s Kamchatka Ecoregional Office.
Following the good news of six newly certified companies, 
“Vityaz-Avto” and “Delta” (not to be confused with “Delta Fish”) 
fishing companies successfully passed their second annual audit. 
These two companies received their five-year certificates in 2016.
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ECOLABLED FISHING PRODUCTS
WILL BECOME MORE POPULAR IN RUSSIA

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
created a working group consisting of 
environmentalists, fishermen, fish 
product producers, and retailers, with 
the aim of raising consumer interest 
in buying sustainable marine 
products.
The first meeting of the work group 
took place in Moscow, in March 2018. 
All the group members, including 
representatives from WWF-Russia, 
are eager to promote sustainable 
seafood on the Russian market. The 
MSC ecolabel on marine products 
guarantees that the fish/seafood were 

caught using authorized fishing gear with minimum negative impact 
on the ecosystem, using environmentally sound harvest practices that 
follow cutting edge standards in marine ecosystem conservation. 
However, an ordinary Russian customer of a seafood store remains 
hitherto uninterested in purchasing ecolabled products. WWF-Russia 
believes that promoting the MSC ecolabel and, in general, promoting 
eco-certification among Russian consumers is an achievable, albeit 
arduous goal. .
“For example, WWF-Germany faced the same problem a couple of 
decade ago. It took them 10 to 15 year after the introduction of the 
MSC ecolabled products in Germany to make them recognizable by 
ordinary buyers. People in Russia treat nature differently, and the 
first MSC certificate in Russia was received by a fishery in 2009. 
Thus, the MSC, WWF, fishermen, and retailers all have much work 
to do,” says Sergey Rafanov, the director of WWF-Russia’s 
Kamchatka Ecoregional Office.

For more info, please, visit:
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/ryboproduktsiyu-s-ekol
ogicheskoy-markirovkoy-sdelayut-populyarnee/
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VOLUNTEERS WILL PROTECT
THE AVACHA RIVER FROM POACHERS

The Regional Public Foundation 
“Save Salmon TOGETHER!”, with 
support from WWF-Russia, will 
create a volunteers’ camp on a highly 
productive, yet highly troubled, river 
in Kamchatka.
The Avacha River runs through the 
most populated area of the region. 
For a long time, the Avacha River’s 
salmon populations have been 
consistently effected by illegal 
fishermen. Additionally, the presence 
of indigenous people’s fishing 
grounds as well as anglers puts this 
river into an even more perilous 

situation. These groups of fishermen suffer directly from the 
poachers’ activity.
“WWF-Russia has experience developing projects to work against 
poaching activity on some of Kamchatka’s most ecologically 
productive, yet at-risk, river systems. For a number of years, 
WWF-Russia together with the Regional Public Foundation “Save 
Salmon TOGETHER!” supported volunteers on the Bolshaya River 
in Ust-Bolsheretsky district, Kamchatka. Following WWF’s activity, 
a fishery association took anti-poaching activities under control on 
the Bolshaya River. As a result, there was no need for WWF’s 
participation anymore. Thus, we decided to move our patrolling 
station to another troublesome river,” says Sergey Rafanov, the 
director of WWF-Russia’s Kamchatka/Bering Sea Ecoregional Office.
The volunteers’ new camp will appear in Elizovo, near the outreach 
center “Land of Fish and Fish-eaters”. A training center for 
volunteers will be located there as well.

For more info, please, visit:
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/post-dobrovolnykh
-inspektorov-rybookhrany-poyavitsya-na-avache/
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DELIKATESKA.RU ONLINE STORE
TO HELP WWF-RUSSIA IN ITS SALMON 

CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES

WWF-Russia and the online store 
“Delikateska.ru” announce the launch 
a fundraising campaign to support 
wild Kamchatka salmon 
conservation. From now on, every 
customer of the online store via 
account management section can 
send loyalty points to WWF-Russia.
The money collected during the 
campaign will be spent on supporting 
the work of public inspectors on one 
of the most troublesome rivers of 
Kamchatka, the Avacha River.
“We are very selective in choosing our 
fish suppliers. Our store sells only 

legal, MSC-certified salmon. However, we feel that just supporting 
legal, certified sources is not enough. In order to conserve wild 
Kamchatka salmon, we must also bring down illegal fishing 
operations. We want domestically sourced sustainable wild salmon to 
be available in the market and not become an expensive rarity. That 
is why we decided to support WWF-Russia in its work of conserve 
wild salmon of Kamchatka and we encourage our customers to do the 
same,” said Sergey Maximov, the general director of the online store 
“Delikateska.ru”.
The campaign started on the online store’s website on March 7. 
During the first ten days, customers donated 30,000 rubles to 
WWF-Russia. The total target fundraising sum is 530,000 rubles.

For more info, please, visit:
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/internet-magazi
n-delikateska-ru-pomozhet-wwf-v-borbe-za-spasenie-dikikh-loso
sey-kamchatki/
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KIDS FROM REMOTE VILLAGES
LEARN MORE ABOUT SALMON

WWF-Russia’s Kamchatka Office 
organized a number of events as part 
of the World Fish Migration Day 
celebration.
The events took place in several 
locations and included museum 
excursions, lectures, games, and 
workshops for children from remote 
villages of Kamchatka. The outreach 
center “Land of fish and fish-eaters”, 
Central Library of Elizovo, and 
Kronotsky Reserve were all partners 
of WWF-Russia in these events. 
“The kids, who live in small 
communities close to nature, should 

know a lot about salmon in its natural environment. However, the 
children seem to have scant knowledge about salmon biology, 
history of the salmon fishery in Kamchatka, and the threats fish face 
on their way from spawning grounds to the sea and back. Through 
lectures, workshops, and games, we teach children about the world 
around them, help them to find their place in this world in some 
way, and encourage them to be environmentally friendly,” says 
Sergey Rafanov, the director of WWF-Russia’s Kamchatka/Bering 
Sea Ecoregional Office.
Sergey Vakhrin, the founder of the “Land of fish and fish-eaters” 
outreach center told the kids about the history of salmon fishing in 
Kamchatka. In the center, Sergey Vakhrin has collected a set of 
remarkable exhibit items, pieces of art, and historical objects which 
describe Kamchatka’s past. He told kids about famous people who 
were born in Kamchatka, threats of driftnet fishing, and the lifecycle 
of salmon.

For more info, please, visit:
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/detyam-iz-otdalen
nykh-poselkov-kamchatskogo-kraya-rasskazali-o-losose/
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LOOKING FORWARD 
Gold, silver and coal mining development, as well as 
oil&gas plans in the region, affecting key salmon 
habitats, remains a critical issue for us. 
At the same time, financial situation has worsened – 
the office is still struggling to diversify funding sources 
to ensure long-term sustainability of WWF work in the 
region. 
We need your support. Please, get involved! 
http://help.wwf.ru  
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Special thanks to our partners: the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation, the Thompson Family Foundation, and WWF-US. We work together to leverage collaboration 

between the Russian government, private sector, and local communities for conserving wild salmon 

ecosystems on Kamchatka, and introduce sustainability principles into socio-economic  development of the 

region. 
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      WWF-Russia suggest to establish 
  three new nature reserves       

  

 

 

More than 30 kids 

       from remote villages participated in the World Fish 

        Migration Day celebration in Kamchatka 
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