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Relevance:
• publication of non-financial reports is an important step for a progressive company

Goal:

• to analyze UC RUSAL's sustainable development report for 2019

Objectives:
• to assess the readability (for an expert)
• to identify any internal contradictions in the information contained in the report
• to assess how comprehensive the data provided in the report are
• to assess compliance with the GRI standard
• to compare the data contained in the report with the data found on the company's online resources
• to compare the company's sustainable development performance with that of other industry leaders
• to compare the report with the company's past reports

Outcome:
to make recommendations on how the report can be improved in the future



We recommend that 
environmental protection 
organizations be included 
among the stakeholders of the 
report (specifically, 
Krasnoyarsk's regional public 
environmental protection 
movement Clean Territory).

We recommend that public 
hearings be organized for the 
report.

This will help the 
company better 
understand what kind
of environmental 
information the 
stakeholders want to see 
disclosed in the report.

The stakeholders



Specific, quantifiable, 
and measurable 

targets should be set 
in the short term.

This will foster trust 
in the information 

provided in the 
report.

It will also help 
assess how well 
the company's 

doing at achieving 
the goals it sets.

Goals and targets in climate change and environmental protection



Strategic environmental protection 
goals

• For what reasons has the 
company achieved only the 
prolongation since 2011?

• We recommend that subsequent 
reports highlight the factors 
keeping the company from 
making its production facilities 
meet the emissions requirements 
set by the legislation of the 
countries the company operates 
in.



Strategic environmental protection 
goals

• We recommend that the 
company disclose information 
about when exactly the goal was 
set and what percentage of 
electric power was purchased 
from hydroelectric power plants 
and other sources of carbon-free 
power at the time the goal was 
set.

The goal for 2025:

Have the aluminum smelters buy at least 
95% of their electricity from hydroelectric 
power plants or other sources of carbon-
free power.

The column Outcomes for 2019 says the 
company has secured the long-term 
achievement of its goal.



Strategic environmental protection 
goals

• In Russia, all electric power is offered 
through a common market and end-
users buy it from there. As this is how 
the electricity market is organized in 
Russia, it's impossible to claim that 
UC RUSAL gets 98.3% of its electricity 
from hydroelectric power plants even 
if there are transmission lines that go 
directly from the HPPs to specific 
smelters belonging to the company.

• We also recommend that the 
reserved capacity be presented as a 
percentage ratio between sources of 
power reserved for the company.

The report claims that:

“In 2019, the share of electricity purchased for the 
aluminum smelters from hydroelectric power plants 
made up 98.3% of all electricity consumed.

In addition, 0.1% of the electricity came from nuclear 
power plants and 0.5% from other renewable energy 
sources.”



KUBAL

• Open publication of 
vegetation monitoring 
data

Other production 
facilities

• Identify the types of 
bioindicators of local 
communities

Outcome

• Use of the best 
available practice by all 
the production sites

Best practices. Bio indication.



Environment
We recommend that a dedicated 
online resource be created (for 
example, an Environment tab on the 
website https://aluminiumleader.ru) 
to publish the following information 
in the public domain:

• findings of research studies;

• methodologies;

• conferences;

• round tables;

• statistics.



Water resources

• Information should be 
provided on the composition 
of contaminants.

• The plan for installing 
metering systems for water 
resources at the production 
facilities in Guinea should be 
described.

• The retrofitting plan for the 
sewage treatment systems 
should be described.



Water resources

• We recommend that the 
report explain the factors that 
led to the increase in the 
amount of contaminated 
sewage dumped into the 
environment.



Waste management

• We recommend that, when the 
next SDR is being drafted, the 
methodology for the selected 
classification be explained or that 
the designations used for waste 
types be brought into alignment 
with the Federal Law on Production 
and Consumption Waste.

• When drafting the waste 
management sections, we 
recommend going back to the style 
used in the 2015–2016 reports.

• Handling of Other Waste should be 
disclosed in more detail, given the 
significant amount of this class of 
waste.



Air.
• The targets for the reduction of 

emissions by 2025 should be disclosed.

• An analytical commentary should be 
provided for the data: why are the 
emissions of sulphur dioxide on the 
rise? Why are the emissions of solids 
declining at a slower rate now?

• The plan for the retrofitting of the air 
treatment systems should be 
described.

• The information should be provided for 
each division.

• We recommend that the report include 
not only the total values but also 
specific values per unit of output to 
make it easier to assess the progress 
that the company has made in 
comparison with other companies in 
the same industry.
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Emissions
• Subsequent reports should 

include a dedicated section on 
the total emissions of aluminum 
smelters for the entire Siberian 
cluster or emissions for specific 
production facilities located 
within residential settlements.

• We recommend that the report 
disclose the causes and factors 
preventing the company from 
utilizing the maximum permitted 
emissions system.



The trend in the number of occupational health conditions
There is a discrepancy between the reports of different years

We have noticed some discrepancies in the data on occupational health problems among employees in the reports 
for years 2014–2019.



The trend in the number of occupational health conditions
There is a discrepancy between the reports of different years

Discrepancies in figures cited in the report, exclusion of specific figures from reports and lawsuits filed by former employees 
demanding that the employer be found responsible for harm caused to the former employee's health may be interpreted 
as a sign of problems with the methodology and procedure for reporting occupational health conditions of employees and 
suggest that the Company may be unwilling to acknowledge occupational health problems among its staff.



The trend in the number of occupational health conditions
There is a discrepancy between the reports of different years



Type of occupational health condition
number of 

cases
%

number of 
cases

%
number of 

cases
%

2017 2017 2018 2018 2019 2019
Conditions affecting muscles and 
bones 17 11.48649 22 14.37908 23 17

Neurological hearing loss 29 19.59459 24 15.68627 6 5
Respiratory conditions 16 10.81081 13 8.496732 8 6
Vibration disease 45 30.40541 58 37.9085 62 47
Chronic fluoride intoxication

41 27.7027 36 23.52941 33 25

TOTAL 148 153 132

The trend in the number of occupational health conditions
There is a discrepancy between the reports of different years

We recommend that these discrepancies be removed by citing trends in occupational health conditions (partly by 
breaking them down by health condition) for a long enough period (for example, for the last decade from 2011–2021) 
and that the number of newly identified occupational health conditions be reintroduced into the report.



Health and 
Safety. 
Human 
rights
• There must be a link to a special 

health and safety assessment.

• Statistics for industrial accidents 
should be included as a pyramid 
of accidents (see the report from 
PAO Severstal as an example).

• Analytical comments should be 
provided on the payroll data 
broken down by gender and 
region (Russia and foreign 
companies).

Sample graph. The sustainable development report from PAO Severstal for 2019
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Terms

Preserving the 
environment

Significant fines

Substantive violations

Links

Bibliography

Hyperlinks to articles

SOUT

Data and 
format

A list of assets

The format for mobile 
devices

General remarks and comments



We recommend that the 
following information be added 

to the report

• The volume of contaminants 
emitted in 2017, 2018, and 2019 
broken down by contaminant as 
per the emissions permits the 
company holds.

• Consumption of energy resources 
(coal, fuel oil, and natural gas) by 
production facility in different 
cities.

• The methodology used to determine the 
hazard level of waste products.

• The experience using inert anodes in 
production and their impact on reducing the 
emission of contaminants, as well as the 
information about emissions of hazardous 
contaminants during the production of inert 
anodes.

• The completed and planned retrofit of gas 
treatment plants by city.



2.55

0.94

0.22
0.056

Figures per unit of output 
should be included, not just the 
totals.

This will help 
demonstrate the 
company's progress in 
comparison with other 
industry leaders.

This will also foster more 
trust on the part of the 
stakeholders.

Add information so 
comparisons can be made 
with other companies.

* The infographics were taken from the transparency 
ranking of mining and metal production companies in 
Russia in terms of environmental responsibility for 2019 
(published on the WWF website).

Presentation of information

Emissions per unit of output
SO2, tonnes per million roubles



In order to improve the quality
of the report and meet the section 
requirements for the sustainable 
development reporting
standards, we suggest
conducting
a non-financial audit.

A general recommendation

This analysis was prepared under grant No. WWF1350/RU013610 Promoting Key Environmental Protection Efforts in Russia through Public Engagement, dated July 1, 2020, by and 
between the World Wildlife Fund and the Krasnoyarsk regional public environmental protection movement Clean Territory.


