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DMITRIY GORSHKOV,
DIRECTOR OF WWF-RUSSIA

WE LEARNED A LOT IN 2020: 
WORKING ONLINE AND WITH VERY 
LIMITED RESOURCES, PREPARING FOR 
EXTRA RISKS, FINDING UNEXPECTED 
SOLUTIONS. BUT THE MOST 
IMPORTANT LESSON LAST YEAR HAS 
TAUGHT US IS THAT, UNITED BY A 
COMMON GOAL, PEOPLE CAN DELIVER 
THE IMPOSSIBLE. 

DEAR FRIENDS! 
The environmental community was expecting 
2020 to be a "super-year," a period to 
summarize the results of conservation work 
worldwide and make plans for the future. But 
our planet summarized it for us by sending 
a MAYDAY and indicating the system was 
seriously flawed. Although early into the 
pandemic, we often heard that nature got 
cleaner, we can see now that it has been yet 
another blow to the environment.

Russia will remember the year 2020 for 
environmental disasters near Norilsk, in the Nenets Autonomous Okrug, 
Kamchatka, and Khabarovsky Province, which have already prompted changes to 
the environmental control measures. In 2020, forest and tundra fires reignited with 
a vengeance: it was the hottest Arctic summer in history and yet another red flag.

We at WWF-Russia worked remotely for the most part of 2020. Despite the 
pandemic, we managed to complete our main tasks and did not pull a plug on any 
of our environmental programmes. 

During the summer, we released eight bison into the wild in the Republic of North 
Ossetia–Alania; they joined the herd that had settled there two years prior. New 
Persian leopards were also released into the wild, and at the end of the year, despite 
the impaired air travel, we brought two more animals from Sweden, which we 
are hoping will produce offspring. In 2020, WWF-Russia helped create three new 
Protected Areas (PAs) in the country. It was the dedicated work of our employees 
and partners that made all of this possible. They knew their mission and continued 
to manage their projects remotely. We would like to say a special thank you to our 
corporate partners and private supporters who have continuously supported the 
environmental causes despite the economic challenges. 

We learned a lot in 2020: working online and with very limited resources, 
preparing for extra risks, finding unexpected solutions. But the most important 
lesson last year has taught us is that, united by a common goal, people can deliver 
the impossible.

MANY THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR TRUSTING 
US AND SUPPORTING OUR WORK!

© Sergey Trepet / WWF-Russia

© Marina Khrapova / WWF-Russia
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BIODIVERSITY 
CONSERVATION
WWF Goal
To ensure the preservation of biodiversity in priority 
ecoregions (Russian Arctic, Caucasus, Altai-Sayan, 
Kamchatka, Amur, and Central Asia).

© Sergey Trepet / WWF-Russia
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THE AMUR TIGER POPULATION IS STABLE AT THE LEVEL OF 
HABITAT CAPACITY
Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

Work on the Amur tiger 
conservation in the Amur 

ecoregion is carried out by the 
government in partnership with 

NGOs, including WWF-Russia

Population of the Amur tiger in Russia. Based on expert estimations.

COMPLETED

Objective for 20222018

540 580 600580-
600

2019 2020

© Vladimir Filonov / WWF-Russia

Amur tiger range in Russia

Three tiger litters confirmed to live in Evreiskaya Province
Three tiger litters have been confirmed to live in Evreiskaya Province (Dichun and 
Zhuravliny WRs and adjacent hunting leases). This means the tiger group living in 
this region is viable, stable, and has the potential to grow and expand,
even to China. 

This information was obtained during the expedition supported by WWF in early 
2020: the experts had to count the local tigers, evaluate their distribution, age and 
sex structure, and the quality of their habitats. 

In the survey of tiger 
habitats in Evreiskaya 

Province, WWF-Russia 
was joined by employees 

of the TIGR Center, the 
Amur Tiger Center, 

and the provincial 
Directorate on Wildlife 

and PAs.

AMUR TIGER

 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022
2020 RESULTS 

Primorsky
Province

Khabarovsky
Province

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-rossii-organizoval-uchet-tigrov-i-masshtabnoe-obsledovanie-tigrinykh-mestoobitaniy-v-eao/
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The monitoring of the tiger 
group in the Spasskaya plot 

was organized by experts of the 
Primorsky Forest and Wildlife 
Ministry, in cooperation with 

hunting clubs and WWF

Eleven tigers live in the new monitoring plot in Primorsky Province
Eleven tigers were confirmed to live in the Spasskaya plot located in the Eastern 
Blue Ridge of the Sikhote-Alin, in the winter of 2019/2020. It is an impressive 
figure for such an isolated territory. Tigers live here on a regular basis. This includes 
females with cubs, proving that the group of predators is sustainable. The Spasskaya 
plot has recently been added to the network. 

In between the full range Amur tiger surveys which take place every ten years, tiger 
monitoring is conducted annually in the model plots of the southwestern Primorye. 

Eight years ago, there were almost no tigers here, except for occasional visits of 
single animals coming from the central part of the Sikhote-Alin.That is when 
WWF started working toward reintroducing tigers to the Eastern Blue Ridge. In 
collaboration with governmental agencies, NGOs, and hunting clubs, WWF-Russia 
developed plans to protect and increase the ungulates population in the area, and 
those plans have been implemented successfully.  

11 TIGERS LIVE IN THE 
EASTERN BLUE RIDGE OF 

THE SIKHOTE-ALIN

© WWF-Russia

3 MODEL HUNTING 
CLUBS NOW PROTECT 

TIGER HABITATS

Mini-reserves for tigers created in Primorsky Province's
hunting leases  
Hunting has been partially limited or fully restricted in three model hunting units 
of different sizes and configurations, located in the central part of the Sikhote-Alin. 
The efforts of hunting clubs and the Wildlife Management Department as well as 
the support of WWF have led to an increase both in the ungulates population and 
in the tigers number in the area: currently, it is home to 12 tigers, compared to 
occasional visits of single animals 10 years ago.

Model hunting clubs offer favorable conditions for the life and reproduction of 
game species and, therefore, for the endangered Amur tiger as well. WWF believes 
such areas may be just as effective as existing protected areas.

Center for Preventing Environmental Crimes opens in the
Russian Far East 
The Far Eastern Law Institute of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia has 
launched a training Center for Preventing Environmental Crimes with the support 
of WWF-Russia. Creating the Center for Preventing Environmental Crimes is 
another step in cooperation between the Institute and WWF-Russia in their 
efforts to preserve the region's biodiversity. The new Center with state-of-the-art 
equipment will become a legal hub for environmental protection issues and will 
host lectures, seminars, and other events, contributing to nature conservation and 
training professional lawyers.

© Valeriy Maleev / WWF-Russia

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-rossii-vmeste-s-okhotnadzorom-primorya-prinyal-uchastie-v-monitoringe-amurskogo-tigra-na-dopolni/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/mini-zapovedniki-dlya-tigra-poyavilis-na-territorii-okhotnichikh-khozyaystv-v-primore-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/mini-zapovedniki-dlya-tigra-poyavilis-na-territorii-okhotnichikh-khozyaystv-v-primore-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tsentr-po-protivodeystviyu-ekologicheskoy-prestupnosti-sozdan-vo-vladivostokskom-filiale-dvyui-pri-p/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tsentr-po-protivodeystviyu-ekologicheskoy-prestupnosti-sozdan-vo-vladivostokskom-filiale-dvyui-pri-p/
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

THE NUMBER OF BREEDING PAIRS OF ORIENTAL STORK IN RUSSIA 
IS INCREASED BY 80

Population of the Oriental stork in Russia

SIX ONLINE CAMERAS 
INSTALLED FOR STORK 

OBSERVATION

Work on the Oriental stork 
conservation is conducted by 
WWF-Russia in partnership 

with the Amur Socio-Ecological 
Union and the Directorate of 

Wildlife and Protected Areas of 
Amurskaya Province 

Record number of eggs in Oriental stork nests
of Amurskaya Province
Online cameras captured a record number of eggs in Oriental stork nests in 
Amurskaya Province. 

The Oriental stork population has been growing for many years, and the trend 
continued in 2020, which proves that the state of the stork population in the Amur 
basin is favorable. 

Objective for 20222018

720 750 800780

2019 2020

© Yuri Gafarov / WWF-Russia

The work of the TIGR 
Rehabilitation Center for 

tigers and other rare animals 
is supported by WWF-Russia, 

the Amur Tiger Center, and the 
Presidential Grants Foundation. 
WWF-Russia took care of storks 

maintenance at the Rehabilitation 
Center, helped equip summer 

aviaries and warm spaces for 
keeping birds during winter

26 SUPPORTS 
FOR STORK NESTS 

WERE INSTALLED IN 
AMURSKAYA AND 

PRIMORSKY PROVINCES

It has been over two years since WWF initiated the observation of several pairs of 
birds in the region using web cameras. Experts installed six cameras
in March 2020. 

Nest supports installed in Amurskaya and Primorsky Provinces 
WWF-Russia helped erect 18 tripods to support stork nests in Amurskaya 
Province. Eight tripods were installed in Primorsky Province, specifically in 
Khasansky Nature Park and Khanka Nature Reserve. 

These stable structures help solve the "housing issue" that storks of the Russian Far 
East are facing due to the lack of nesting trees.

The installation of nest supports is one of the main activities included in the 
Memorandum of Understanding for International Cooperation and the Oriental 
Stork Protection, signed by WWF-Russia, Khanka Nature Reserve, and the South 
Korea Research Center for Endangered Species of the National Institute of Ecology.

Oriental storks released into the wild after rehabilitation 
Two Oriental storks were released into the wild in Evreiskaya Province after their 
rehabilitation at the TIGR Rehabilitation Center. Young storks had been admitted 
into the center in critical condition, but the professionalism of the Center's 
employees helped them recover and made them fit for living in the wild. The birds 
successfully assimilated into the wild after being released in the wetlands in the 
south of Evreiskaya Province. WWF had participated in choosing the location for 
the release and creating a plan for the storks' further assimilation before their 
migration to the wintering locations. The birds were tagged with rings and GPS 
transmitters to track their flyways. After the release, both storks initially remained 
in Russia, and headed south, to China, The floodplain of Yangtze River is 
where most Oriental storks spend their winters, which means their total migratory 
pathway can be as long as 5,000 kilometers. That is why Chinese colleagues help 
WWF-Russia when it comes to stork observation: they make sure the birds feel safe 
in their country. 

© WWF-Russia

ORIENTAL STORK 

2020 RESULTS 

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-amurskoy-oblasti-nachalas-ustanovka-onlayn-kamer-dlya-nablyudeniy-za-dalnevostochnym-aistom-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-amurskoy-oblasti-nachalas-ustanovka-onlayn-kamer-dlya-nablyudeniy-za-dalnevostochnym-aistom-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/my-rodilis-pervye-aistyata-poyavilis-na-svet-pod-okom-onlayn-kamer-wwf-rossii/
https://amurinfocenter.org/tools/projects/cameras_stork.php
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/dalnevostochnye-aisty-prileteli-v-amurskuyu-oblast-pod-oko-onlayn-kamer-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/dalnevostochnye-aisty-prileteli-v-amurskuyu-oblast-pod-oko-onlayn-kamer-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-khankayskom-zapovednike-i-khasanskom-prirodnom-parke-pri-podderzhke-wwf-rossii-ustanovleny-8-opor-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/podshefnye-wwf-dalnevostochnye-aisty-posle-kursa-reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-segodnya-vypushcheny-v/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/podshefnye-wwf-dalnevostochnye-aisty-posle-kursa-reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-segodnya-vypushcheny-v/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-rossii-i-wwf-kitaya-otslezhivayut-perelety-dalnevostochnykh-aistov-vypushchennykh-v-prirodu-posl/
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022
THE PERSIAN LEOPARD POPULATION IS INCREASED

Population of the Persian leopard in Russia

Persian leopard habitats covered by protected areas, mln ha

The programme for the Persian 
leopard reintroduction in the 

Caucasus is being implemented 
by the Ministry of Natural 

Resources of Russia with the 
participation of the Sochi 

National Park, the Caucasus 
Nature Reserve, WWF-Russia, 

the Severtsov Institute of Ecology 
and Evolution, Moscow Zoo, 

ANO Center for Caucasus Nature 
as well as with the assistance 

of the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

and the European Association of 
Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA)

Objective for 2022

Objective for 2022

2018

2018

3 4 137

2019

2019

2020

2020

2,26 2,3 2,3 2,37

PERSIAN LEOPARD

© Anna Yachmennikova / WWF-Russia

Persian leopard release area

FOUR PERSIAN 
LEOPARDS RELEASED 

INTO THE WILD IN THE 
CAUCASUS

Another release of Persian leopards into the wild in the Caucasus
Two releases of Persian leopards took place in the Caucasus in the summer of 2020. 
Kodor (male) and Laba (female) now live in the Caucasus Reserve, while 
Baksan (male) and Agura (female) were released into Turmonskiy Sanctuary 
in the Republic of North Ossetia–Alania.

The animals were released from the Leopard Breeding Center of the Sochi National 
Park, as part of the Persian Leopard Reintroduction Programme in the Caucasus.  
The leopards showed they were fit to live in the wild on their own, and they will now 
have to adapt to the new environment. 

© Sergey Trepet / WWF-Russia

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

2020 RESULTS 

Alania National
Park

Caucasus
Nature Reserve

Turmonskiy
Sanctuary

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/na-kavkaze-sostoyalsya-vypusk-dvukh-peredneaziatskikh-leopardov-v-dikuyu-prirodu/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/leopardy-baksan-i-agura-vypushcheny-v-dikuyu-prirodu-osetii/


WWF-RUSSIA 2020 17

Leopard cubs born in the Persian Leopard Breeding Center 
In 2020, three cubs (two females and one male) were born in the Leopard Breeding 
Center in the Caucasus. The male cub, called Leo by people's vote, will be released 
in North Ossetia in the future. Female cubs will possibly also be released in North 
Ossetia or the Republic of Dagestan, which is considered a promising territory for 
expanding the Persian Leopard Reintroduction Programme in the Caucasus.

3 CUBS WERE BORN IN 
THE LEOPARD BREEDING 

CENTER IN THE 
CAUCASUS

 DAGESTAN'S NATURE 
RESERVES ARE 

ABLE TO PROVIDE 
LEOPARDS WITH 

AMPLE FOOD SUPPLY2 LEOPARDS
ARRIVE IN RUSSIA

FROM SWEDEN

Two leopards arrive in Russia from Sweden
In December, two Persian leopards arrived in Moscow from the Swedish zoo 
Nordens Ark. Once the necessary forms were filled, the leopards traveled to the 
Leopard Breeding Center in the Caucasus, located in Sochi. WWF assisted with 
the animals' transportation. Now eight-year-old male cub Filou and nine-year-old 
female cub Shivaa will join the Center's breeding stock. Experts hope they will be 
able to release Filou and Shivaa's future Russian-born cubs into the wild. 

© Minprirody of Russia

Dagestan's potential leopard habitats surveyed
Dagestan scientists received financial support from WWF-Russia to conduct a 
survey of protected areas and mountain regions of Dagestan.  The purpose of the 
survey was to find traces of Persian leopards and analyze the environment for their 
potential release into this area. The data obtained during field research, analyzing 
images from camera traps, and communicating with the locals allowed the experts 
to make a conclusion: Dagestan's nature reserves are able to provide leopards with 
ample food supply — the prey base is excellent, and poaching is declining.

© Roman Mnatsekanov / WWF-Russia

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/v-rossyu-pribyli-dva-leoparda-iz-shvetsii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/v-dagestane-obsledovali-potentsialnye-mesta-obitaniya-leoparda/
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

THE SNOW LEOPARD POPULATION GROWS IN RUSSIA

Population of the snow leopard in Russia. Data from 2020, snow leopard population 
based on a field survey

Snow leopard habitats located within protected areas, thousand ha

Snow leopard conservation 
work takes place with support 

from VTB Bank, the World 
Around You Foundation of the 

Siberian Wellness Corporation, 
and Pernod Ricard.

Objective for 20222018 2019 2020

297
(30,5 %)

304
(31,3 %)

304
(31,3 %)

340
(35 %)

Objective for 20222018

61 65 7060

2019 2020

SNOW LEOPARD

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

© Flickr.com / Tambako The Jaguar

Stable groups of the snow leopard in Russia

The snow leopard survey was 
financially supported by the World 

Around You Foundation of the 
Siberian Wellness Corporation

60 SNOW LEOPARDS 
REGISTERED IN RUSSIA

Final results of the snow leopard survey
An annual count of the snow leopard population took place in the Republics of 
Altai, Tuva, and Buryatia. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, scientists were unable to 
identify the exact number of snow leopards living in Russia. Based on the data from 
automatic cameras, leopard tracks in the snow, animal feces, and other traces of 
vital activities, experts were able to confirm the presence of 60 snow leopards in the 
three republics, including 14 cubs in eight litters. These three regions make up 70% 
of all snow leopard habitats in Russia. The survey was conducted at the initiative 
of WWF and involved members of government authorities and CSOs engaged in 
environmental conservation.

© WWF-Russia

2020 RESULTS 

Altai
Republic

Krasnoyarsk Krai

Kemerovo
Oblast

Altai
Krai

Khakassia
Republic

Tyva Republic
Buryatia
Republic

MONGOLIA

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/wwf-podtverzhdaet-prisutstvie-v-rossii-minimum-51-snezhnogo-barsa/
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WWF experts took part in the 
"Tracking snow leopards" 
expedition in Chikhacheva 

Ridge in the Altai Republic. The 
expedition was supported by 
NEASPEC (North-East Asian 
Subregional Programme for 

Environmental Cooperation) 

Eight snow leopards confirmed to live in Chikhacheva Ridge,
Altai Republic
Eight snow leopards were captured by camera traps installed in Chikhacheva Ridge 
in the Altai Republic. One of them was Khorgai—the oldest snow leopard that 
researchers have encountered in Altai. Cameras captured a female snow leopard, 
Guta, with three one-year-old cubs, as well as a young three-year-old male Ine-1 and 
his two brothers from a different litter. At the same time, Mongolian researchers 
installed automatic cameras in the Mongolian part of Chikhacheva Ridge.

Five snow leopards were registered on the Russian side of Eastern Sayan Ridge, 
which also lies along the Russian-Mongolian border. "Russian" snow leopards 
Munko and Champion were captured on Mongolian cameras for the first time. They 
had previously been registered in Buryatia. 

Thus, a photo monitoring system allows experts to combine data from different 
sources and identify the exact number of snow leopards living in mountain ridges 
separated by state borders.

This information was obtained during a unique expedition, "Tracking snow 
leopards," carried out by researchers, WWF experts, and volunteers.

© WWF-Russia

The Save Your Snow Leopard project 
is implemented by WWF-Russia with 

the support of Pernod Ricard and 
in collaboration with Sailugemsky 

National Park

15 SNOW LEOPARDS 
PROTECTED BY 

RESIDENTS OF THE 
ALTAI REPUBLIC  

Expanded geography of the Save Your Snow Leopard project 
In 2020, an area of 40,000 hectares, where experts had registered 15 snow leopards 
on a regular basis, was taken under the protection of residents of remote villages in 
the Kosh-Agachsky district (Altai Republic). 

Thanks to the partnership with local residents, WWF and Sailugemsky National 
Park are able to obtain information on the number and the state of snow leopards 
living in the unprotected areas nearby. 

Villagers who participate in the Save Your Snow Leopard project  set up 
automatic cameras for watching these rare predators, patrol the area they are in 
charge of, report any environmental violations, and receive remuneration for this 
work. The total area of snow leopard habitats that has been patrolled by volunteers 
for five years exceeds half a million hectares. 

The project is implemented using 
the Russian President's grant for 

the development of civil society 
awarded by the Presidential 

Grants Foundation

Tuva's public inspectors complete training on the elimination of 
environmental violations in the snow leopard's geographic range
Ten residents of the Tuva Republic completed environmental protection training 
and became public inspectors with the assistance of WWF. They will participate in 
raids, remove poaching loops, register any violations of environmental regulations, 
and set up and check camera traps to assess the snow leopard population and the 
animal's prey items.

As of today, the protection of snow leopard habitats in wildlife sanctuaries, regional 
nature parks, and public areas is practically non-existent. The reason for that is the 
lack of full-time inspectors and the small funds of relevant organizations. WWF 
suggests using the interest, power, and resources of local residents to solve this 
problem.

© WWF-Russia

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/vosem-snezhnykh-barsov-obnaruzheny-na-khrebte-chikhacheva-v-gornom-altae/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/vosem-snezhnykh-barsov-obnaruzheny-na-khrebte-chikhacheva-v-gornom-altae/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/pyatnadtsat-snezhnykh-barsov-altaya-vozmut-pod-okhranu-mestnye-zhiteli/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/altay/pyatnadtsat-snezhnykh-barsov-altaya-vozmut-pod-okhranu-mestnye-zhiteli/
https://wwf.ru/regions/altay/snezhnyy-bars-irbis/guardians-of-the-snow-leopard/
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

THE POPULATION OF THE CROSS-BORDER GROUP OF ALTAI MOUNTAIN SHEEP IS STABLE AT THE 
LEVEL OF HABITAT CAPACITY

Population of the Altai mountain sheep in the transboundary zone of Russia and Mongolia

Objective for 20222018 2019

3 900 4 841 4 000

ALTAI MOUNTAIN SHEEP 
(ARGALI)  

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

© Alexey Kuzhlekov / WWF-Russia

The main habitats of the Altai mountain sheep in the transboundary zone
of Russia and Mongolia

1.587 ARGALIS 
REGISTERED IN 
SAILUGEMSKY 
RIDGE IN 2020 

Record numbers of argalis registered in Sailugemsky Ridge in the 
Altai Republic 
Experts registered a record number of the Altai mountain sheep in Sailugemsky 
Ridge in the Altai Republic. Researchers recorded a total of 1,587 argalis in 
125 groups — 597 sheep more than in 2019. Groups of these rare species were 
encountered in almost every area. 

WWF experts attribute the increase in the number of argalis in Sailugemsky Ridge 
mainly to weather factors: in November, the entire highland part of the ridge was 
covered deep in snow, so animals, most likely, moved to a lower area instead of 
migrating to Mongolia for the entire winter. 

The exact number of the Altai mountain sheep was identified by WWF's old partner: 
employees of Sailugemsky National Park. All argali habitats in Sailugemsky Ridge 
were surveyed in November, covering a total distance of around 1,000 kilometers. 

2020 RESULTS 

COMPLETED

Altai
Republic

Tuva
Republic

MONGOLIA
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

GROWING POPULATION OF EUROPEAN BISON IN THE NORTHERN CAUCASUS

European bison population in the Caucasus

2018

130 143 160160

2019 2020

EUROPEAN BISON

© Vitaliy Gorshkov / WWF-Russia

160 BISON LIVE IN THE 
RUSSIAN CAUCASUS

Growing bison population in North Ossetia 
The results of the annual count of European bison conducted in North Ossetia in 
the winter of 2020 with the support of WWF showed that 105 bison live in Tseiskiy 
Sanctuary, ten of which are calves of under 12 months old. This is an unusually 
high number of young bison because, over the past few years, their number has 
never been above six. This data indicates the group's sustainability and increasing 
population.

Recovery of the bison population in the Turmonskiy Sanctuary located in the west 
of the republic has started only recently. By 2020, the ten bison previously released 
into the area had been joined by eight other pure-line animals: WWF and the 
Ministry of Natural Resources of North Ossetia–Alania brought them from Oksky 
Nature Reserve in August. 

As of today, the population of European bison in North Ossetia and Karachay-
Cherkessia totals 160 pure-line animals. This data indicates that WWF's 
programme for the reintroduction of European bison to the Caucasus
has proved successful.

© Mikhail Klimenko / WWF-Russia

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

COMPLETED

Objective for 2022

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/v-severnoy-osetii-naschitali-uzhe-bolee-100-zubrov-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/v-severnoy-osetii-vypustili-8-molodykh-zubrov/
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

Republic
of Kalmykia

Astrakhan
Oblast

Dagestan

THE SAIGA ANTELOPE POPULATION INCREASED TO 12,000 ANIMALS IN THE NORTHWESTERN 
CASPIAN SEA REGION

Saiga population in the northwestern Caspian area*
* 2018—based on expert estimates, 2019—based on census data.

Objective for 20222018

7 000 6 348 12 0007 000

2019 2020

SAIGA ANTELOPE 

© Alexey Shkolny / WWF-Russia

Saiga population in northwestern Caspian area

Saiga census and data 
analysis were made possible 
by WWF-Russia supporters 
and Credit Bank of Moscow

Saiga population calculated using innovative method
The new saiga census method using unmanned aerial vehicles fitted with cameras, 
laser pointers, and thermal imagers helped determine the number of saiga antelopes 
in the northwestern Pre-Caspian region. As of April 2020, there were approximately 
7,000 endangered antelopes in the area. 

A UAV-powered census helps obtain the most accurate data without disturbing the 
animals. This information is crucial for planning further activities aimed at saiga 
conservation because the main factor that has led to a drop in the population is 
selective poaching of male animals.

© Evgeniy Polonsky / WWF-Russia

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

2020 RESULTS 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/wwf-rossii-podvel-itogi-otsenki-chislennosti-saygaka-po-innovatsionnoy-metodike/
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

THE WILD REINDEER POPULATION IN EUROPEAN RUSSIA, TAIMYR, AND THE SEVERNAYA ZEMLYA 
ISLANDS IS STABLE AT HABITAT CAPACITY

Area of key reindeer habitats where natural resources are managed according to the species’ conservation needs, %

Objective for 20222018

10 10 10 13

2019 2020

WILD REINDEER

© Ilya Ordovsky-Tanaevsky / WWF-Russia

Range of populations and individual groups of wild reindeer in the Arctic
zone of Russia

The project by Research and 
Preservation of Wild Reindeer 

Populations, is supported by 
Mondi Group

Work on wild reindeer 
conservation in the Nenets 

Autonomous Okrug is 
conducted by WWF in 
cooperation with local 

authorities and researchers

Reindeer in the Yugyd Va National Park wear satellite collars 
With WWF's support, employees of the Yugyd Va National Park (Komi 
Republic) provided five young reindeer with satellite collars: three females called 
Snegurochka, Nadezhda, and Vasilisa, and two males, Snezhok and Seryozha.

Using GPS tracking units, researchers were able to find out that two of the females 
calved. By observing young reindeer families, researchers traced the routes of their 
seasonal migrations—they tend to winter on the eastern slope of the Urals and 
return to the park in spring, back to their calving and grazing locations. Knowing 
the animals' exact migratory pathways allows park employees to better protect them 
from poachers.

Surveys in the Nenets Autonomous Okrug confirm a dire state of 
the reindeer population 
Wild reindeer conservation experts analyzed data from surveys conducted in the 
Nenets Autonomous Okrug with the support of WWF in 2020 and concluded that 
the Timan population has drastically declined and currently totals 200 animals at 
best. 

Poaching is the main reason behind the decline of the reindeer population.
If poaching continues, the species may be driven to extinction in this area.

Data from land and air surveys allowed experts to adjust the necessary measures for 
protecting the wild reindeer population

5 SATELLITE 
COLLARS FITTED ON 
REINDEER IN YUGYD 
VA NATIONAL PARK

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation 
Strategy for the fiscal 
years 2018–2022

2020 RESULTS 

https://snegurochka-paper.ru/en
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

THE POLAR BEAR'S PRIMARY HABITAT, INCLUDING BREEDING GROUNDS, IS PROTECTED

Area of den concentrations in the Central Arctic located within protected areas, %

Objective for 20222018

25 40 65

2019-2020

POLAR BEAR

© Maxim Dyominov 

Polar bear range in Russia

New Polar Bear Patrol team created in Chukotka
Billings, a village in Chukotka, joined the Polar Bear Patrol network by WWF-
Russia. Over the past few years, this small settlement on the coast of the East 
Siberian Sea with a population of about 180 has become one of the key areas of 
polar bear concentration. Polar bears had become a more common sight in Billings 
since the late 1990s when the global climate began changing, and the situation has 
been getting increasingly dangerous by the year.

Local residents set up a neighborhood watch team, and WWF provided them with 
equipment to scare polar bears away from human dwellings. 

New polar bear census methods successfully tested
in Wrangel Island 
Unique research aimed at preserving the key breeding grounds of polar bears was 
conducted at the Wrangel Island nature reserve. With the support of WWF-Russia, 
experts successfully tested a den search method using unmanned aerial vehicles. 
For this project, the reserve's specialists used four professional drones, including 
two with thermal imagers provided by WWF. A female polar bear with two cubs was 
found in the first detected den. 

The nature reserves of Wrangel and Herald Islands were nicknamed "polar bear 
nurseries" since the majority of pregnant female polar bears of the Chukotka-Alaska 
population go into hibernation in this area.

BILLINGS, A VILLAGE 
IN CHUKOTKA, 

JOINED THE POLAR 
BEAR PATROL 

NETWORK

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

2020 RESULTS 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/kvadrokoptery-pomogayut-vesti-uchet-belykh-medvedey-na-ostrove-vrangelya/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/kvadrokoptery-pomogayut-vesti-uchet-belykh-medvedey-na-ostrove-vrangelya/
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

THE NUMBER OF ATLANTIC WALRUSES IN RUSSIA IS AT A STABLE LEVEL OF AT 
LEAST 6,000 INDIVIDUALS

Area of known haul-outs in protected areas, %
2018

80 90 10090

2019 2020

ATLANTIC WALRUS

Area of key habitats where natural resources are managed according to walrus conservation needs, %

Objective for 20222018 2019 2020

80 80 90 100

© Valeriy Maleev / WWF-Russia

Atlantic walrus range in Russia

Observation post established in the Eastern Big Oransky Island
An observation and protection point for walrus haul-outs was established in the 
southern cluster of the Russian Arctic National Park, in the Eastern Big Oransky 
Island of the Novaya Zemlya archipelago. It is an off-the-grid house for four people 
with everything they may need to work, rest, and cook. 

Researchers will now be able to keep track of approaching people and vessels on 
an ongoing basis, monitor the walrus population, and determine any disturbance 
factors for the animals. The field house will also be used as a base for scientific 
research.

The list of supporters of the 
Saving Atlantic Walrus in 

Oransky Islands project 
included WWF supporters, 

Poseidon Expeditions, VES MIR 
non-woven materials factory, 

Horoshkola, VET UNION, HSBC, 
Verkhnevolzhsky Tannery, 

Reima, Ant Yapi, Antteq, Stellar, 
ANT Development, Ritmix, and 

Samsonite

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

2020 RESULTS 

Objective for 2022

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/barents/na-bolshikh-oranskikh-ostrovakh-ustanovlen-dom-dlya-uchenykh-/
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PREPARATION FOR TIGER 
REINTRODUCTION IN KAZAKHSTAN

Tiger reintroduction area

© Vladimir Filonov / WWF-Russia

15 Bukhara deer released in the Ile-Balkhash Nature Reserve
Fifteen Bukhara deer were released into the wild in the Ile-Balkhash Nature 
Reserve in September, including 14 adult deer and one fawn. At the moment, 22 
deer live in the wild, and 59 are still in enclosures. 

The reintroduction of Bukhara deer into the wild nature of the Balkhash district is 
an important part of the tiger reintroduction programme implemented by WWF-
Russia and the government of Kazakhstan.

Experts opened the enclosure and set up feeders near the exit so deer are able 
to return for food while getting used to the new territory and their natural 
environment.

Over 15,000 silverberry seedlings planted in the Ile-Balkhash 
Nature Reserve
15,600 seedlings of silverberry (also called Bukhara jida) were planted across an 
area of 20 hectares in the Ile-Balkhash Nature Reserve with the support of WWF. 

Deer, roe deer, and wild boars love the tart and sweet fruits of silverberry. 
Silverberry is a part of the tugay forest, an ecosystem formed on river banks in 
Central Asia, including along the Ili River. Planting silverberry is an important part 
of the tiger reintroduction programme in the Ile-Balkhash Nature Reserve.

Bukhara deer were released 
with the participation of WWF, 

Almaty Regional Territorial 
Inspectorate for Forestry and 

Wildlife, and the Institute of 
Zoology of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan

15 DEER RELEASED IN 
THE ILE-BALKHASH 

NATURE RESERVE

RESTORATION OF 
TUGAY FORESTS 

IS ONE OF THE KEY 
PARTS OF THE TIGER 

REINTRODUCTION 
PROGRAMME IN 
THE SOUTHERN 

BALKHASH REGION

© WWF-Russia

© WWF-Russia

Lake Balkhash

Ile-Balkhash Nature Reserve

KAZAKHSTAN

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/v-ile-balkhashskom-rezervate-sostoyalsya-novyy-vypusk-bukharskikh-oleney/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/posadku-lokha-osushchestvili-sotrudniki-rezervata-ile-balkhash/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/posadku-lokha-osushchestvili-sotrudniki-rezervata-ile-balkhash/
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The Grant Programme for 
the Mountains of Central 

Asia Biodiversity Hotspot is 
a project supported by the 

Critical Ecosystem Partnership 
Fund (CEPF). The Fund's key 
projects are large and small 

grant programmes

Providing small grants is a part of 
the tiger reintroduction programme 

implemented by WWF-Russia and the 
government of Kazakhstan

WWF provides grants for the development of small businesses
Residents of Karoi village in Kazakhstan received support from WWF-Russia for 
growing environmentally friendly small businesses. 

One of the most effective ways to tackle the alarming problem of poaching in the 
Balkhash district is by developing small businesses. The Small Grants Programme 
is intended to fund socially significant projects and empower women's involvement 
in entrepreneurial activities. 

A total of 10 million tenges was allocated for the grants. Out of 34 applications the 
local residents had submitted for the competition, the commission selected 16: 
opening a vulcanization point, producing traditional national goods, opening a 
confectionery shop, melon cultivation, beekeeping, and other socially significant 
initiatives.

Implementation of winning projects from the CEPF small grants 
competition begins
The implementation of projects from the small grants competition, aimed 
at preserving critical areas for biodiversity conservation, has begun in the 
mountainous regions of Central Asia. A total of 79 applications were submitted 
for the competition from all five countries of the region. Thirteen winning projects 
received small grants of up to USD 20,000. Eleven companies have already 
started using their grants, and two more will start implementing their projects in 
2021. They will be working on improving communication with local communities 
to conserve biodiversity through active environmental education, as well as 
developing and implementing a programme for monitoring and protecting rare and 
endangered species of plants and animals.

© WWF-Russia

Lessons for schoolchildren in the 
Balkhash district were organized 

by employees of the Department of 
Environmental Education, Tourism 
and Recreation of the Ile-Balkhash 

State Nature Reserve, in close 
cooperation with the Education 

Department of the Balkhash district

Schoolchildren in Kazakhstan learn more about tigers and the 
reintroduction programme
The first interactive lesson dedicated to tigers took place in Kazakhstan, ahead of 
the animals' reintroduction in the republic. 

WWF and the local government are already working with citizens to promote a 
caring attitude towards the rare species. 

WWF-Russia helped prepare and conduct interactive lessons in Russian and 
Kazakh, designed to educate children on the life of tigers, the protected areas where 
the predators will live, and how to coexist with tigers peacefully. The lessons are 
available to everyone.

©  Anton Agarkov / WWF-Russia

https://www.mca.earth/en/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/proekty-v-sfere-uslug-stali-pobeditelyami-v-konkurse-malykh-grantov-dlya-zhiteley-karoya-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/uchebnyy-modul-po-izucheniyu-tigra-vnedryaetsya-v-balkhashskom-rayone/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/uchebnyy-modul-po-izucheniyu-tigra-vnedryaetsya-v-balkhashskom-rayone/
https://begonia.kz/portfolio/vozrodim-turanskogo-tigra
https://begonia.kz/portfolio/vozrodim-turanskogo-tigra
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

Total area of ecosystems in priority ecoregions covered by protected areas, ha 

THE CONSERVATION OF KEY TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS IS IMPROVED BY 
THE CREATION OF 13.6 MILLION HA OF NEW PROTECTED AREAS

PROTECTED AREAS  

Goal for the Strategy

13 281 000, 00

9 880 000,00

TERRESTRIAL

WATER

2018
2019
2020

2018
2019
2020

Year

1 906 089,58
4 970 277,70
5 558 560,58

4 894 124,30
4 976 668,10
5 444 626,00

Completion

14,35
37,42
41,85

49,54
50,37
55,11

% completed

© Sergey Trepet / WWF-Russia

The nature reserve's project was 
developed by WWF and actively 

supported by the Ministry 
of Environment, Natural 

Resources, and Forestry of the 
Republic of Sakha (Yakutia), as 

part of an Oceans 5 project

Protected areas in Russia cover 13.5% of the country's territory
The total protected areas of PAs in Russia has reached a record 255.6 million ha 
(equaling 13.52% of the country's territory), including 21.2 million ha of water areas 
(3.03% of Russia's territorial waters and exclusive economic zones).

Russia has therefore fulfilled its plans within the national Biodiversity Conservation 
Strategy in terms of creating a system of terrestrial protected areas.  

Specialists from WWF-Russia and Roszapovedtsentr (Russian Nature Reserve 
Center) reviewed the country's protected areas at the request of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources of Russia. Russia has a total of about 13,000 protected areas of 
federal, regional, and local significance. Over 145 protected areas of different levels 
occupying a total area of 60 million ha were created with the participation of WWF-
Russia.

255.6 MLN HA — 
TOTAL AREA
OF RUSSIA'S

PROTECTED AREAS

Medvezhyi Islands Nature Reserve established in Yakutia
Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation Mikhail Mishustin signed 
a decree on the establishment of Medvezhyi Islands Nature Reserve in Yakutia in 
July. WWF-Russia prepared a project for a protected area. 

Six islands near the mouth of the Kolyma River are now protected by the 
government. This area has the highest recorded concentration of polar bear 
maternity dens from the Taymyr Peninsula to Wrangel Island; in spring, female 
bears are often seen on the adjacent fast ice with their cubs. The waters surrounding 
the archipelago require protection as well. The nature reserve is home to unique 
and understudied sediment dwellers that formed around 7,000 years ago. Shallow 
waters around the archipelago also serve as "nurseries" for juvenile fish native to the 
Arctic seas. 

© WWF-Russia

2020 RESULTS 

https://wwf.ru/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/ploshchad-rossiyskikh-oopt-dostigla-13-5-territorii-strany/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/v-yakutii-sozdan-zapovednik-medvezhi-ostrova-/


WWF-RUSSIA 2020 41

Markoth Natural Park established in Krasnodar Krai
WWF initiated the establishment of the Markoth Natural Park in Krasnodar Krai. 
The park has become the largest protected area of regional significance with a total 
area of almost 66,000 ha and occupying five municipalities. The natural park will 
help preserve the unique Mediterranean ecosystems, areas of inversion forest-
steppe, old-growth forests, and the area's biodiversity.

New protected area created in Karelia
The natural complex of Lake Verkhnee Pulongskoe in Loukhsky district of 
the Republic of Karelia received the status of a natural monument of regional 
significance, Khitoostrov. Residents of Karelia repeatedly complained of landfills in 
the woods, fires, and other consequences of "wild" tourism in the area. The newly-
formed protected area occupies 45 ha. The islands have retained nearly pristine 
glaciated landscapes covered with old-growth pine forests. Khitoostrov's crown 
jewel is a collectible corundum deposit. This natural monument appeared largely 
thanks to the initiatives of local communities.

The rationale for its establishment was prepared by the Basin Council of the North 
Karelia Coast with the support of WWF.

© WWF-Russia © WWF-Russia

Conducted with the support 
of WWF and VTB Bank 

WWF supports the work of protected areas in Russia
and Central Asia
A new security and monitoring station was constructed in the Nenetsky Nature 
Reserve in Lovetsky Island. The nature reserve received two advanced airboats 
for year-round patrolling. 

One hundred and seventy-six kilometers of roads required for protecting the area 
frequently visited by saiga antelopes were cleared  from dry vegetation in the 
Stepnoi Sanctuary, Astrakhan Region. Technoavia provided employees of 
the nature reserve with 12 sets of footwear, winter and summer work clothing. 
Five UAZ vehicles were equipped with radio sets, and five portable stations were 
supplied to facilitate the work of inspectors.

The Directorate of Protected Areas of the Altai Republic received  a 
LADA vehicle, two UAZ vehicles, and an RM Vector snowmobile. The funds for 
purchasing this equipment were raised by WWF supporters.

In the Altai Krai and the Republic of Khakassia, groups of public inspectors 
receive forest fire prevention vehicles with fire-fighting equipment.

The Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve received  a Toyota Hilux 4X4, equipment 
for setting up camera traps, a laptop, a BRP 6X6 swamp buggy, and a Polaris 
snowmobile. 

The Land of the Leopard National Park acquired  35 camera traps, 
equipment for their setup, a Yamaha Viking snowmobile, an ATV with accessories, 
and also repaired a vehicle for fieldwork.

In Anyuysky National Park, three ranger stations were equipped  with solar 
panels; the park was also provided with radio communications.

A modern tourist complex with four houses was constructed in the Udege Legend 
National Park for the development of ecotourism.

The Bikin National Park received three outboard motors, a Yamaha Viking 
snowmobile, woodworking equipment for the construction of the Takhalo rangers 
station, tools for setting up camera traps, and a Mitsubishi L200, fully equipped for 
working in the forest.

Komissarovsky Wildlife Refuge and Khasansky Nature Park received two  
2020 Yamaha Grizzly 700 EPS ATVs for protecting their territories.

Employees of the Karatal-Zhapyryk and Sarychat-Eertash State Natural 
Reserves in Kyrgyzstan received sets of the field uniform.

Barbed wire dismantled at the Russian-Mongolian border for free 
migration of wild animals
Eight kilometers of unused engineering facilities on the border with Mongolia and 
China were dismantled in the Ukok plateau, Republic of Altai. The barbed wire 
was removed by employees of the Directorate of Protected Areas of the Republic 
of Altai. WWF acclaims the decision of the Border Administration of the Russian 
Federal Security Service in the Altai Republic to dismantle the barbed wire: it will 
save many animals from agonizing deaths. Altai mountain sheep, Siberian ibexes, 
snow leopards, and other wild animals will now be able to move from one country 
to another. 

THE KHITOOSTROV 
NATURAL MONUMENT 

APPEARED LARGELY 
THANKS TO THE 

INITIATIVES OF LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES

IN 2020, A NUMBER OF 
PROTECTED AREAS IN 
RUSSIA AND CENTRAL 

ASIA RECEIVED 
SUPPORT FROM WWF

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/v-krasnodarskom-krae-sozdan-prirodnyy-park-markotkh/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kavkaz/v-stepnom-zakaznike-raschistili-176-km-dorog/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/effektivnaya-sovmestnaya-rabota-obshchestvennikov-i-gosudarstvennykh-inspektorov-na-oopt-altayskogo-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/wwf-peredaet-rantsevye-ognetushiteli-dlya-borby-s-pozharami/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/dve-regionalnye-oopt-primorskogo-kraya-poluchili-vezdekhodnuyu-tekhniku-po-proektu-wwf-rossii-i-vtb/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/tsentralnaya-aziya/sotrudniki-karatal-zhapyrykskogo-zapovednika-poluchili-komplekty-zimney-polevoy-odezhdy/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/na-granitse-s-mongoliey-pri-podderzhke-wwf-rossii-demontirovali-kolyuchuyu-provoloku-dlya-svobodnoy-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/na-granitse-s-mongoliey-pri-podderzhke-wwf-rossii-demontirovali-kolyuchuyu-provoloku-dlya-svobodnoy-/
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Copyright Credit © Copyright owner / WWF-

SUSTAINABLE FOREST 
MANAGEMENT
WWF Goal
Preserve forest biodiversity and prevent forest degradation in 
priority ecoregions.

© Igor Shpilenok / WWF-Russia
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

ENSURE THE PRESERVATION OF OVER 23 MILLION HA OF 
VALUABLE FORESTS* IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS (AMUR, 
CAUCASUS, ALTAI-SAYAN, BARENTS) **

Area of preserved valuable forests, mln ha

13,7

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

20 23,4 23,7

* Protected forests, intact forest
landscapes, places used for 

traditional gathering of berries, 
mushrooms, and other food and 

non-timber resources

** through moratorium 
agreements, creating 

protected areas, developing 
alternatives to timber 

harvesting, preserving 
protected forests, 

increasing conservation 
standards (including 

certified areas), protecting 
from fires, etc.

© Igor Shpilenok / WWF-Russia

Unique ecosystems of the Russian Far East obtain high 
conservation value status
WWF-Russia and RFP Group, the largest forest management holding company 
in the Russian Far East, signed an agreement that granted the status of 
high conservation value forests (HCVF) to over 110,000 ha of ecosystems in 
Khabarovsky Province. 

Industrial logging and road construction are now fully prohibited in these areas. 
There are 20 unique forest areas within the RFP Group lease, including subalpine 
complexes of dark coniferous forests, rare tall-grass spruce forests, pristine forests, 
hanging bogs, and other HCVF categories. 

Agreement on voluntary protection of valuable forests in 
Arkhangelsk Region
WWF-Russia and ULK Group signed a moratorium agreement on the conservation 
of valuable forests occupying a total area of 557,000 ha. The largest forest area is 
located in the east of Leshukonsky district. There are plans to create the Timansky 
Nature Reserve in this area. The agreement was the result of long negotiations 
with one of the largest loggers in the North-West, aimed at striking a balance 
between the area's environmental significance and the steady operations of the 
company. 

Another agreement between WWF-Russia and ULK Group is aimed at protecting 
valuable forests along the spawning rivers of Ustyanskoye forestry unit in 
Arkhangelsk Region, from logging. The total size of the protected area is 26,700 
ha, including 23,200 ha of spawning protection zones. This will help preserve 
the populations of valuable fish species and the forests that protect them. In 
early 2020, the Federal Forestry Agency issued an order that turned part of these 
valuable forests along the rivers from protective to exploitable, where clear-cutting 
is allowed. 

© WWF-Russia

Start working 
on WWF's Sixth 
Conservation Strategy 
for the fiscal years 
2018–2022

2020 RESULTS 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/bolee-110-000-ga-unikalnykh-lesnykh-ekosistem-na-yuge-dalnego-vostoka-poluchili-status-lesov-vysokoy/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/bolee-110-000-ga-unikalnykh-lesnykh-ekosistem-na-yuge-dalnego-vostoka-poluchili-status-lesov-vysokoy/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/barents/bolee-polumilliona-gektarov-tsennykh-lesov-pomorya-budut-sokhraneny-ot-rubok/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/barents/bolee-polumilliona-gektarov-tsennykh-lesov-pomorya-budut-sokhraneny-ot-rubok/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/ekspeditsiya-wwf-issledovala-pervozdannuyu-taygu-leshukonii-/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/ekspeditsiya-wwf-issledovala-pervozdannuyu-taygu-leshukonii-/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/wwf-i-gk-ulk-sokhranyat-tsennye-lesa-vdol-nerestovykh-rek-arkhangelskoy-oblasti-/
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Logging company protects a valuable area of Dvina-Pinega taiga
Titan Group signed an agreement with WWF to voluntarily protect an area of 
valuable, pristine forest that was not included in the new Dvina-Pinega Nature 
Reserve. WWF-Russia had been advocating for creating this protected area for over 
17 years. The agreement will help compensate for the damage to unique ecosystems 
from illegal logging in a total area of about 150 hectares. Titan Group and WWF 
also signed a Road Map for HCVF protection until 2028. 

Coniferous forests restored in the Altai Mountains 

1,834 HA OF TAIGA 
NEAR DVINA-PINEGA 

NATURE RESERVE 
WILL BE SAVED FROM 

LOGGING

AT LEAST 2,000 HA OF VALUABLE FOREST LANDSCAPES IN 
ECOREGIONS ARE RESTORED

TOTAL AREA = 271,95 HA

Area of restored valuable forest landscapes, ha

151 346,1 620,7 2 000

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

In 2020, courtesy of a project by WWF-Russia and Yves Rocher,  1,085,000 
trees were planted in the Altai Republic, covering an area of over 271.95 ha. The 
republic boasts an amazing diversity of plants and animals. Starting in 2010, 
WWF-Russia and Yves Rocher have been restoring Altai's valuable ecosystems that 
degraded due to natural disasters, fires, and extensive logging in the Soviet period. 
What makes the project  stand out is that no pesticides are used for cultivating 
seedlings and the chosen tree species are common for the planting locations and 
best adapted to the climate of the region: spruce, pine, cedar, and larch.

Overall, between 2010 and 2020, WWF and Yves Rocher planted 8.7 million 
trees in Russia. 

1.085.000 TREES 
PLANTED IN THE ALTAI 

REPUBLIC IN 2020

Number of Russian Federation subjects that include biodiversity conservation 
requirements during timber harvesting in official forestry regulations

7 24 24 30

The project for the restoration 
of unique forest landscapes 

was implemented by employees 
and volunteers of the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, Ecology 
and Tourism of the Republic of 
Altai—the key partner of WWF 
Russia and Yves Rocher in the 

reforestation project

IN ALL SUBJECTS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION INCLUDED 
IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS (AMUR, CAUCASUS, ALTAI-SAYAN, 
BARENTS), REQUIREMENTS FOR BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION 
DURING TIMBER HARVESTING ARE STIPULATED IN OFFICIAL 
FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS AND FOLLOWED BY ALL LOGGERS

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

24 subjects of the Russian Federation, listed among the WWF priority ecoregions, 
have included mandatory requirements for conservation of biodiversity in timber 
harvesting, including WWF proposals, into forestry regulations.

© WWF-Russia
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/1834-ga-taygi-sokhranyat-v-kachestve-kompensatsii-ushcherba-ot-nelegalnoy-rubki-v-dvinsko-pinezhskom/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/v-mae-v-respublike-altay-vysadyat-468-000-derevev-na-117-gektarakh/
https://wwf.ru/regions/altay/sazhaem-kedry-s-iv-roshe/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/wwf-i-kompaniya-iv-roshe-vysadili-v-rossii-8-7-millionov-derevev/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/wwf-i-kompaniya-iv-roshe-vysadili-v-rossii-8-7-millionov-derevev/
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

METHODS FOR EFFECTIVE SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY, INCLUDING REFORESTATION AND FOREST CARE, 
ARE DEVELOPED AND INTRODUCED IN ECOREGIONS AND ADJACENT TERRITORIES ON AN
AREA OF 200,000 HA

Area of forests with effective sustainable forestry methods, ha

20 226 50 000 70 000 200 000

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

© WWF-Russia

The effectiveness of improvement cutting in Russia continuously 
on the rise
Logging companies carried out effective improvement cutting in the Arkhangelsk 
Region and the Komi Republic on an area of 20,000 hectares. It is important 
that forest care follows the standards developed by research organizations and 
CSOs (including WWF) and advanced logging companies; the standards are also 
approved by the Ministry of Natural Resources of Russia. Effective improvement 
cutting helps reduce the scale of industrial development of ecologically valuable 
pristine forests.

Russia introduces a legal right to grow forests on agricultural land
At the instruction of President V. V. Putin, the Russian Government passed and 
published a decree "On specifics of use, protection, safeguarding, and reproduction 
of forests located on agricultural lands." This means the first private forests could 
appear in Russia. The change that WWF and other environmental organizations 
had been advocating since 2013 will help solve the severe crisis with the available 
resources: in many regions of the country, all forests with good transport 
accessibility have long been depleted, and timber companies are increasingly 
delving into the pristine taiga, destroying its ecosystems forever. In the long term, 
growing forests on agricultural land will provide up to 300 million cubic meters of 
timber per year and create as many as 100,000 new jobs in Russia's rural areas. 
The additional timber harvest will reduce the load on pristine forests that are home 
to many rare animal and plant species, and help protect them from industrial 
development. This new practice will also contribute to forest fire prevention.

20.000 HA OF FORESTS 
ARE INVOLVED 

IN EFFECTIVE 
IMPROVEMENT 

CUTTING IN 
ARKHANGELSK REGION 

AND KOMI REPUBLIC

© Igor Haitman / WWF-Russia
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

AI to monitor logging in Russian forests
Russia's first automatic forest monitoring system open to the public came online. 
The system helps quickly detect logging in valuable forests nationwide and respond 
to any violations. The innovative system was developed on WWF-Russia’s request. 
The service is integrated into hcvf.ru, launched by WWF-Russia as a tool for 
preserving high conservation value forests, and is freely available for all. Artificial 
intelligence receives, processes, and analyzes space monitoring data on all changes 
to forest cover in valuable forests. It separates areas where the forest cover has been 
altered by wildfires or infrastructure construction, and then automatically displays 
logging sites on the map. 

ENSURE LEGALITY OF LOGGING AND FOREST PRODUCT TRADE IN 
PRIORITY ECOREGIONS

The new automatic forest 
monitoring service was 

developed with the support 
of WWF—IKEA forest 

partnership and WWF-
Russia’s Forest Guards 
project dedicated to the 
conservation of pristine 

forests of Russia

© WWF-Russia

CAUCASUS ECOREGION

Incidents of illegal logging identified and made public with WWF participation in 
the Caucasus ecoregion

14 74 <100

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

Violations of environmental laws detected in North Ossetia
WWF employees discovered that the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment of the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania put up two valuable forest 
areas occupying a total of 9.2 hectares for auction. The auction was intended for 
the sites to be used for voluntary, or, in other words, commercial logging. By the 
time the violation was exposed, the auctions had already been held and sale and 
purchase agreements concluded with the buyer. According to the Forestry Code 
of the Russian Federation, only harvesting dead wood, i.e. conducting sanitation 
logging, is permitted in such forests. WWF sent a letter to the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment of the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania regarding 
the violation. Ministry employees promptly fixed the mistake they had made. As a 
result, sale and purchase agreements were terminated.

WWF detects illegal logging in Ingushetia 
A criminal investigation was launched into the illegal logging in the Sunzhensk 
forest district in the Republic of Ingushetia. Several dozen healthy trees of Oriental 
beech, a valuable species, were chopped down without permission on a plot 
reserved for sanitation logging, causing a total of almost 5 million rubles in damage.

Violations were detected after WWF lodged numerous petitions with the 
Prosecutor's Office, the Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs, and the Forestry 
Department in the Southern Federal District, and after WWF-Russia conducted 
field studies together with environmental activists of the Green Shield of the 
Caucasus NPO. 

The violations of forest use were 
detected during the implementation 
of the People for Nature project. The 

project is carried out by WWF-Russia 
with the support of the European 

Union and is aimed at engaging the 
public in environmental protection

10 HA OF VALUABLE 
FORESTS SAVED FROM 

LOGGING

RUB 5 MLN —
TOTAL DAMAGE 

FROM ILLEGAL 
LOGGING IN 

INGUSHETIA 

268

© WWF-Russia
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/iskusstvennyy-intellekt-budet-sledit-za-rubkami-rossiyskikh-lesov/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/lesa/iskusstvennyy-intellekt-budet-sledit-za-rubkami-rossiyskikh-lesov/
http://hcvf.ru/ru/maps/operativnyy-monitoring-rubok
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/v-severnoy-osetii-udalos-spasti-ot-vyrubki-pochti-10-ga-osobo-tsennykh-lesov/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/wwf-vyyavil-v-ingushetii-nelegalnuyu-rubku-s-ushcherbom-pochti-5-mln-rubley/
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ALTAI-SAYAN ECOREGION

Reducing the share of illegally produced timber from Siberian pine
in the Altai-Sayan ecoregion, % 

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

Illegal logging prevented in Khakassia Republic 
Field inspections and appeals of WWF and local residents to the regional forest 
management authorities helped prevent illegal logging in Siberian pine forests in 
the Republic of Khakassia on an area of 93 hectares and exclude 623 hectares of 
pine nut harvesting zones from industrial development. 

Joint raids by state and voluntary inspectors help improve
forest protection 
The quality of forest pathology research (FPR) reports, most of which had 
previously been prepared incorrectly, improved in Irkutsk Region , Tuva Republic, 
Krasnoyarsk, and Altai Krai.  Sanitation logging is an effective way to boost the 
"health" of forests and reduce the risk of fires. However, healthy areas of forests 
are often allocated for cutting, camouflaged as forest sanitation measures. WWF’s 
mission is to track such violations and preserve valuable forests. Approached by 
WWF, independent experts examined FPR reports for the justification of sanitation 
logging. Public monitoring of FPR reports made it possible to bring the share of 
unjustified sanitation logging in the Irkutsk Region from 65.8% in 2018 down to 
zero in 2020.

73 EFFECTIVE RAIDS BY 
STATE AND VOLUNTARY 

INSPECTORS 
CONDUCTED IN 

THE ALTAI-SAYAN 
ECOREGION

Copyright Credit © Copyright owner / WWF-

0 10 2521

© WWF-Russia

AMUR ECOREGION

Share of exported timber from Mongolian oak and Manchurian ash trees illegally 
harvested in the Amur ecoregion (average for the past 5 years), %

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

WWF helps detect illegal logging in Khabarovsky Province
In March 2020, at the request of the Khabarovsky Province Administration of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs, WWF experts took part in the "Forest" operation. 
The inspection of logging sites in Vyazemsky district confirmed excessive felling, 
especially of valuable species such as oak and ash. In three logging sites of the 
Avansky forestry unit alone, the volume of illegally harvested timber amounted to 
818 cubic meters (approximately 10 centerbeam flatcars), and the environmental 
damage to nature and the state amounted to 46.6 million rubles. Criminal 
investigations were launched under Articles 260 (illegal logging) and 285 (abuse 
of power) of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation. The "Forest" operation 
helped expose violations of forest legislation in key Amur tiger habitats. 

RUB 46.6 MLN IN 
DAMAGE FROM 

ILLEGAL LOGGING 
IN KHABAROVSKY 

PROVINCE 

26,2 22 1520

The training was organized by 
WWF in collaboration with the 

Ministry for Forestry and Wildlife 
Management of Primorsky Province 

and Primorsky State Agricultural 
Academy, under the Forestry 

Innovation Center 

WWF train 50+ individuals in detecting illegal logging 
Over 50 people learned the main skills required for detecting illegal logging using 
modern technology, including the KEDR satellite monitoring system. During the 
practical part of the course, the attendees detected and registered a case of illegal 
logging which led to a criminal case being initiated. 26 seminar participants  
submitted applications to the Primorsky Province Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife 
Management to get public forest inspector certificates, and specialists in forestry 
and hunting are applying new knowledge in related work to suppress violations 
against nature in the Amur tiger's range. 

© WWF-Russia
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

Crews of forest inspectors detected illegal logging in the south of 
the Russian Far East
Thirty cases of illegal logging were detected in Primorsky and Khabarovsky 
Provinces in 2020 thanks to the KEDR space system to monitor forest canopy 
changes, developed with the support of WWF. The volume of illegally harvested 
timber was over 5,500 cubic meters, and the environmental damage exceeded 150 
million rubles. Criminal cases were initiated on all violations. The damage was 
partially compensated.  

This data once again proved the effectiveness of the KEDR system, which has been 
used in Primorsky and Khabarovsky Provinces since 2017.

Four mobile forest inspection groups created with the support of WWF use the 
system in practice. The groups include employees of the Department of Forestry 
of Primorsky Province and the Forestry Administration of the Government of 
Khabarovsky Province. They use modern technology to identify and suppress cases 
of illegal forest use. 

The area of FSC-certified forests in priority ecoregions is 24.92 million ha, of which 
68,500 ha is in the Caucasus ecoregion, 102,800 ha in the Altai-Sayan ecoregion, 
21.65 million ha in the Barents ecoregion, and 3.1 million ha in the Amur ecoregion.

THE AREA OF FSC-CERTIFIED* FORESTS IN PRIORITY ECOREGIONS 
HAS INCREASED BY 1.5 MILLION HA TO REACH 23.5 MILLION HA

Area of FSC-certified forests in priority ecoregions, mln ha

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

23,46 22,87 23,5024,92

Russia tops global rankings by the total area of FSC-certified 
forests
Russia has become the world leader by the total area of FSC-certified forests, ahead 
of Canada, the long-term leader. Currently, 34% of the forests leased by the state 
for timber harvesting are operated by responsible companies that comply with legal 
requirements, work to preserve biodiversity, and strive to forge a compromise with 
local residents, indigenous peoples, and environmental organizations. Along with 
other environmental organizations, timber companies, and social organizations, 
WWF is actively involved in improving the quality of FSC certification in Russia. 

Russia adopts the new FSC forest management standard 
Russia has adopted a new national standard of forest management, based on 
the principles of environmentally and socially responsible forest management 
practices outlined by the voluntary FSC certification. The document will come into 
effect in 2021 and will regulate the operations of certified companies in Russia. 
The new standard will aid in the preservation of pristine forests and biodiversity 
of forest ecosystems and also contribute to more competent and sustainable 
forest management in developed territories. Forest management should now 
become more open and transparent for loggers and for all stakeholders, including 
conservation organizations, environmental activists, local residents, and forest 
authorities. New and more objective requirements for timber harvesting will help 
conduct an independent audit of certified companies even more effectively. WWF 
actively participated in the development of the document. Many of the Fund's 
proposals to improve the requirements for sustainable forest management were 
included.

56.8 MLN HA —
TOTAL AREA OF FSC 

CERTIFIED FORESTS IN 
RUSSIA

© WWF-Russia
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* Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC) is an international nonprofit 

nongovernmental organization, 
which aims to promote responsible 

forest management worldwide
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/novyy-fsc-standart-lesoupravleniya-pomozhet-effektivnee-sokhranyat-tsennye-lesa-rossii-i-ikh-biorazn/
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SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES
WWF Goal
Priority fisheries* in the Arctic and Subarctic seas** are sustainable 
and do not lead to biodiversity loss in marine ecosystems.

* Priority fisheries for WWF-Russia: pollock, Atlantic and Pacific cod, haddock,
Pacific salmon, halibut, crabs in the Kamchatka-Bering ecoregion.

** Arctic and Subarctic seas in WWF-Russia's priority ecoregions: Barents Sea, 
Bering Sea, Sea of Okhotsk.

© Vladimir Filatkin / WWF-Russia



WWF-RUSSIA 2020 59

 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

IN FAR-EASTERN SEAS, 65% OF WHITEFISH AND SALMON ARE 
CERTIFIED ACCORDING TO MSC* STANDARDS (OF THE TOTAL 
CATCH OF RUSSIAN MSC-CERTIFIED FISH)

Share of MSC-certified whitefish and salmon in the Far-Eastern seas, %

55 70 70 65

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
is an independent international 

organization whose goals include 
conservation of seafood resources for 

future generations and ensuring the 
sustainability of marine ecosystems

COMPLETED

2018 2019 2020 Objective for 2022

© Sergey Shanin / WWF-Russia

WWF data for 2020 shows that the share of MSC-certified salmon in Kamchatka 
was 37%, which amounted to 30% of the total catch of Pacific salmon in Russia. 

Up to 95% of whitefish caught in the Barents Sea is MSC-certified.  

Overall, the share of MSC-certified whitefish and salmon in Russia in 2020
was 70% of their total accumulated catch. This volume is comprised mainly of 
pollock catch in the Sea of Okhotsk, cod, and haddock—in the Barents Sea, and 
Pacific salmon—in Kamchatka.

Share of MSC-certified whitefish 
and salmon from their total 

accumulated catch in Russia

15 KAMCHATKA'S 
FISHING COMPANIES 

BECOME MSC CERTIFIED

Kamchatka’s salmon fisheries certified according to WWF 
recommendations
Fifteen fishing companies in Kamchatka received MSC certification. Some of them 
are located in river basins in the areas of mineral extraction. That is why during 
the certification process WWF highlighted the need to consider the impact of 
mining operations on the state of salmon populations. It is very important to rely 
on scientific evidence regarding the impact of mining at the stage of assessing the 
fishery and when developing further plans for its improvement. The data obtained 
during the research will help take the necessary measures to manage the fishery 
in the future, accounting for the negative impact. The certifier required fishing 
companies of the Gulf of Korf to cooperate with Kamchatka Research Institute of 
Fisheries and Oceanography (KamchatNIRO) to develop a plan for assessing the 
impact of mining on salmon productivity in the rivers flowing into the Gulf of Korf. 

70%

© Julia Kalinicheva / WWF-Russia
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https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/trebovaniya-wwf-voshli-v-usloviya-sertifikatsii-lososevykh-promyslov-na-kamchatke/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/trebovaniya-wwf-voshli-v-usloviya-sertifikatsii-lososevykh-promyslov-na-kamchatke/
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Pollock fishing gear modernization project underway
Two pilot models of a gentle bottom trawl were created at the initiative of WWF 
by researchers of the Polar branch of the Russian Research Institute of Fisheries 
and Oceanography and fishers from the Pollock Catchers Association. Juvenile 
pollock make up a significant part of trawl catch in Far-Eastern seas, especially in 
the Bering Sea. On the one hand, it reduces the effectiveness of fishing efforts, but 
on the other — it affects the pollock population. For a long time, this species has 
been caught using a pelagic trawl fitted with a special selective insert. The insert 
helps reduce the bycatch of juvenile pollock almost by half. However, as the volume 
of the catch and the speed of trawling increase, it drastically reduces the selective 
properties of the insert: juveniles get stuck and cannot get back into the sea. 
Researchers are now developing a design that can significantly improve both the 
selectivity and the survival rate of released juveniles. Pilot models have been tested 
successfully.

© Alexander PAvlenko / WWF-Russia

Results of public monitoring and fisheries control in the Amur
In the summer and fall, public monitoring of the filling of spawning grounds of 
chum and pink salmon was carried out in the lower reaches of the Amur. The 
survey confirmed the critically low filling of the spawning grounds.

Volunteers of the Association of Indigenous People of the North of Khabarovsky 
Province, supported by WWF-Russia, have been participating in this work 
for several years.  In 2020, they were joined by employees of the Khabarovsk 
branch of the Russian Federal Research Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography 
(KhabarovskNIRO). 

Commercial fishing of chum salmon and pink salmon takes place in the lower 
reaches of the Amur and the Amur estuary. Since 2017, the area has seen a natural 
decline in the number of salmon, combined with overexploitation due to both legal 
and illegal fishing. As a result, fish do not reach the spawning grounds and the 
people living along the tributaries of the Amur, which is a clear sign of overfishing 
and drawbacks in fishery management. 

Public monitoring participants kept an eye on how the fishing rules are observed 
during summer and autumn salmon runs (they monitored vessels and the 
use of fishing gear). All the violations were immediately reported to the Amur 
Territorial Administration of the Federal Agency for Fishery and the Amur Basin 
Environmental Prosecutor's Office for a prompt response. 

Russian fishers protect the sea forests of the Barents Sea 
The four largest Russian fishing groups signed an agreement on the conservation 
of vulnerable bottom biotopes—underwater "forests" of sponges and corals in the 
Barents Sea. This event was preceded by the years-long efforts of WWF-Russia, 
MSC, and Russian experts. The Fishing Industry Union of the North, Norebo 
Group, Arkhangelsk Trawl Fleet, and FEST Group catch over 90% of Russian cod 
and haddock, but the bottom trawls they use have a negative impact on the seabed 
and its inhabitants. 

To minimize the damage and preserve vulnerable ecosystems in accordance 
with the requirements of the international MSC certification, fishermen and 
WWF-Russia identified special areas with valuable sponges, corals, and sea 
pens, spanning a total of 14,000 square miles. Fishermen will voluntarily avoid 
them while trawling. This decision is an unprecedented step towards developing 
sustainable fisheries in the 

14.000 SQUARE 
MILES — TOTAL 

AREA IN THE 
ARCTIC WHERE 

FISHING COMPANIES 
WILL PROTECT 

VULNERABLE 
BOTTOM BIOTOPES

THE PUBLIC 
MONITORING 

CONFIRMED THE 
CRITICALLY LOW 

FILLING OF THE 
SPAWNING GROUNDS

BY 2 TIMES REDUCES 
BYCATCH OF JUVENILE 

POLLOCK WITH SPECIAL 
SELECTIVE INSERT

© WWF-Russia

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/morya/na-dalnem-vostoke-rybaki-i-uchenye-zaymutsya-modernizatsiey-orudiy-lova-na-promysle-mintaya/
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© WWF России

CLIMATE AND ENERGY
WWF Goal
СО2 emissions in Russia decreased by 8% over five 
years; CO2 absorption by forests in WWF priority 
regions increased by 10%.

© Nikolay Kuznetsov / WWF-Russia
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 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

Work launched on WWF's Sixth Conservation Strategy The first version of the 
National Adaptation Plan to Negative Climate Change has been developed and 
approved by the Russian Ministry of Economic Development

The National Adaptation Plan to Climate Change (Stage 1) has been fully prepared 
and approved; its conformity with WWF requirements is estimated at 80%, but its 
implementation has yet to start

The Russian Federation Government has started the successful implementation of 
the National Plan of Activities for the First Stage of Adaptation to Climate Change 
for 2020–2022; the plan meets 80% of WWF requirements

The National Adaptation Plan to Climate Change is approved, meets at least 80% of 
WWF requirements, and is being successfully implemented

Guidelines on risk assessment and adaptation measures
in economic sectors and Russian regions
The Russian Ministry of Economic Development prepared detailed Guidelines 
and Target Indicators for Adaptation to Climate Change. These materials are 
key to the successful implementation of the National Adaptation Plan to Climate 
Change. Following these recommendations will enable the assessment of the risks 
and potential damage associated with climate change, as well as the appropriate 
mitigation effort. WWF suggested a number of crucial amendments to the 
recommendations regarding the conservation of ecosystems, biodiversity, and rare 
species included on the Red Book of Russia or Subject of the Federation, as well as 
species of great socio-economic importance.

WWF helps Chukotka people adapt to climate change and develop 
renewable energy 
WWF supported 15 projects of people of Chukotka's Providensky District aimed at 
constructing and home improvement of guest houses and workshop facilities for 
traditional crafts, preserving cultural heritage, and developing ecotourism. This 
helps people adapt to climate change and reduces human impact on ecosystems. 
This work is carried out in partnership with the Beringia National Park and 
contributes to the preservation of its unique biodiversity. 

In parallel with 15 projects solar and wind modules were set up in five villages 
of the Providensky District. The modules had been delivered earlier, but local 
residents could not set them up on their own: they needed spare parts, experience, 
and funds. WWF helped solve these problems. Arctic versions of small installations 
are assembled in six-meter sea containers with solar panels and rotary wind 

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION GOVERNMENT APPROVES A NATIONAL 
ADAPTATION PLAN TO CLIMATE CHANGE, WHICH INCORPORATES 
AT LEAST 80% OF WWF DEMANDS

2020 RESULTS 

Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for the fiscal
years 2018–202 and its current status

COMPLETED

2018

2019

2020

2021

The project was carried out by 
WWF-Russia in partnership with 

the Department of Agriculture and 
Food of the Chukotka Autonomous 

Okrug, the Administration of the 
Providensky District, and the 

Beringia National Park  

turbines on the roof; they are simple and reliable. Not only have village residents 
received green electricity sources and can now contribute to solving global climate 
issues, but they also get to save on diesel fuel which is very expensive in remote 
areas of Chukotka. The saved funds were used to develop national traditions and 
crafts, and create new jobs. 

WWF-Russia helped develop a comprehensive educational 
platform on climate change
WWF took three important steps towards raising climate awareness among 
Russians. Preparing a unique set of lecture materials (videos, slides, and a 
textbook) on climate change in Russia, which have already been used by 2,500 
people. This allows everyone interested to study the topic online in their own time. 
The main difference of WWF materials from existing lectures and free courses is 
that they are organized as an educational "constructor": apart from watching the 
video and listening to the lecturer, users can also choose topics that are relevant 
for them and study those in more detail by using the provided sources. Another 
interesting feature of the course is that it includes lectures for six regions of the 
Arctic, the Russian Far East, and Siberia, as well as lectures on the Paris Agreement. 

Creating an official public online course in Russia, Climate Change: Problems 
and Risks. Everyone interested can study the lectures, answer the questions, 
complete the final testing, and receive a certificate for free. The course is prepared 
by the Northern (Arctic) Federal University named after M. V. Lomonosov, with the 
support of WWF-Russia and WWF-Germany. 

© WWF-Russia

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/utverzhden-natsionalnyy-plan-adaptatsii-k-izmeneniyam-klimata/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/utverzhden-natsionalnyy-plan-adaptatsii-k-izmeneniyam-klimata/
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http://xn--j1amdg.xn--80aanaajgdbtlghhb1g.xn--p1ai/
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Preparing interactive lessons on climate change for junior and senior schoolchildren, where serious matters such as climate 
change, CO2 emissions, and forest-based climate projects are explained in simple terms. Over 3,900 schools have already 
joined the project. Lessons were developed by WWF-Russia and the ECA environmental movement.

Educational materials created in 2020 are important for training future climate professionals and for developing regional 
measures of the National Adaptation Plan to Negative Climate Change. Overall, they serve as the basis for understanding the 
causes and consequences of climate change by schoolchildren, students, and the entire population of the country. 

© WWF-Russia

© Sergey Uvarov / WWF-Russia

WWF-Russia's project for 
Conservation of Biodiversity in 
the Northern Regions of Russia 
to Achieve CBD Goals Through 

Extension and Strengthening 
of Protected Areas Network 

Adapted to Climate Change is 
implemented with the support 

of the International Climate 
Initiative (IKI)

© WWF-Russia

Unique information on climate change collected in the Arctic 
In the summer of 2020, WWF conducted two unique expeditions, which helped 
obtain detailed information on the significance of the local impact of climate change 
on the landscapes: vegetation, soils, erosion processes, snow cover, and coastal 
fast ice. Researchers worked in the Wrangel Island (Chukotka Autonomous 
Okrug), the Yugorsky Peninsula, and the Talatoyakha river valley (Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug) — the areas that are especially vital for saving the Arctic 
ecosystems. WWF's goal was to assess the current situation and make estimates for 
the future, accounting the local environment. Information obtained using satellite 
images, field research, automatic sensors, drones, and high-resolution digital 
maps provides us with clues as to how to change and expand the existing system of 
protected areas and where adaptation measures are required. 

In the Nenets Autonomous Okrug, expedition participants worked with local 
communities that are already facing problems associated with global climate 
change. 

Two plans of joint activities were approved after the expedition: one for working 
with the "Yasavey" Association of the Nenets People, and the other one for working 
with the Reindeer Herders Union of the Nenets Autonomous Okrug. Both of them 
include measures for supporting local residents, particularly, residents of the village 
of Nelmin-Nos and eight clans in Malozemelskaya tundra.

http://xn--j1ahfl.xn--80aanaajgdbtlghhb1g.xn--p1ai
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/ostrov-vrangelya-darit-klimatologam-novye-otkrytiya/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/ostrov-vrangelya-darit-klimatologam-novye-otkrytiya/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/arctic/olenevody-nenetskoy-tundry-vynuzhdeny-adaptirovatsya-k-izmeneniyam-klimata/
https://wwf.ru/resources/news/arctic/olenevody-nenetskoy-tundry-vynuzhdeny-adaptirovatsya-k-izmeneniyam-klimata/
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GREEN ECONOMY
WWF Goal
The ecological footprint of Russian citizens is within 
the country's biological capacity and remains stable or 
decreases. Flagship species and ecosystems in priority 
ecoregions are protected from the negative human impact
of new threats.



WWF-RUSSIA 2020 71

 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

FLAGSHIP SPECIES ARE PROTECTED FROM THE NEGATIVE 
IMPACTS OF ECONOMIC GROWTH INCLUDING USE OF LAND
AND OCEAN SHELF NATURAL RESOURCES
Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for the fiscal
years 2018–2022 and its current status

Work launched on the strategy for 2018–2022.
Corporate policy analysis of the largest oil and gas, mining and metals companies 
conducted, transparency ratings published

For the first time, the environmental rating of oil and gas companies was 
independently audited.

The list of mining companies rated increased from 34 to 40. Thirty-one extractive 
companies out of 60 listed on the WWF ratings develop corporate biodiversity 
conservation programmes

26 companies adopted biodiversity conservation policies.
Green bond market volumes increased from 1.5 billion rubles in 2019
to 100.8 billion rubles

Economic development projects in priority ecoregions do not endanger priority 
species:

In the Arctic:
• The moratorium on the allocation of new licensed areas on the Arctic shelf

to oil and gas companies was extended;
• Mining does not endanger salmon and wild reindeer populations.

In the Altai-Sayan, Amur, and Caucasus ecoregions and Central Asia:
• The development of linear infrastructure does not spur a decline in the

numbers of the snow leopard, argali mountain sheep, Persian leopard, Amur
leopard, or Amur tiger;

• Oil and gas companies, which make up 95% of the industry in terms of
production, show a decrease in specific negative environmental impacts,
primarily, in the use of associated petroleum gas as well as in greenhouse
gas emissions, oil spills, pipeline incidents, and untreated water discharges.
Average rating values increase by 50%;

• Mining companies, which make up 50% of the industry in terms of
production, demonstrate a decrease in negative environmental impacts of at
least 25%

2018

2019

2020

2022

WWF shared the results of environmental transparency rankings 
for different industries  
WWF shared the results of environmental transparency ratings of the largest 
energy, oil and gas, mining, and metals companies.

Eighteen companies were listed on the Ratings of Environmental Transparency for 
the energy industry. Experts noticed an improvement in the industry in terms 
of sharing environmentally significant information, compared to 2019: the rating 
average score rose from 0.74 to 0.85. The top-three companies were Irkutskenergo, 
Mosenergo, and OGK-2.

Forty companies were included in the Rating of Environmental Transparency 
for mining and metals companies. The 2020 rating used the 2019 data and 
showed that the industry's cooperation with NGOs, the public, and researchers 
has improved, and so has the companies' transparency. In 2020, the value for this 
metric was 0.87 versus last year's 0.84. Kinross Gold, Polymetal, and Polyus topped 
the rating. Organizers noticed a growth in competitiveness between the companies 
for the rating’s top spots. 

The ratings are calculated 
by the National Rating 

Agency using a methodology 
developed by WWF-Russia

The project is implemented
with the support

of the European Union
and the United Nations

Environment Programme

Data for the rating
is collected as part of WWF's

People for Nature project 
implemented with the support of 

the European Union and aimed at 
engaging the public in environmental 

protection. The rating was compiled 
in collaboration with CREON Group

©  Alexandra Filatkina / WWF-Russia

2020 RESULTS 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/reyting-otkrytosti-ekologicheskoy-informatsii-energogeneriruyushchey-otrasli-vyshel-v-den-energetika/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/reyting-otkrytosti-ekologicheskoy-informatsii-energogeneriruyushchey-otrasli-vyshel-v-den-energetika/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/reyting-gdk-2020-itogi-problemy-i-resheniya/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/reyting-gdk-2020-itogi-problemy-i-resheniya/
https://wwf.ru/en/peoplefornature/
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WWF provides expert support in assessing the extent and 
mitigating the impact of the Norilsk disaster 
On May 31, 2020, WWF-Russia experts were notified of the accident that had 
occurred on May 29 at the TPP-3 of the Norilsk-Taymyr Energy Company (NTEC). 
Following the breakage of a fuel storage tank, local rivers Daldykan and Ambarnaya 
were flooded with around 15,000 cubic meters of diesel oil. The incident has become 
the largest oil spill in the Russian Arctic over the past 25 years. In the first days after 
the disaster, NTEC (a subsidiary of Norilsk Nickel) was reluctant to share the details 
of the scale of the disaster.

WWF experts carried out a prompt assessment of the extent and consequences of 
the spill, verified the information, and received a confirmation from the accident 
location. WWF initiated 24/7 monitoring of the spill from space and express 
modeling of the spread of the contaminated area.

WWF-Russia evaluated the scale of the disaster and launched an active 
communications campaign in key Russian business publications. 

Express modeling of the spread 
of the contaminated area 
was conducted by experts 

from RISKSAT, the Central 
Research and Design Institute 

of the Marine Fleet, the State 
Oceanographic Institute, and 
the Risk Informatics research 

and methodology center 

WWF provide expert support in assessing the scale and identifying 
possible causes of the environmental disaster in Kamchatka
WWF employees assessed the scale of the disaster on the coast, analyzed satellite 
radar images, and joined a response and research task force in studying the causes 
and consequences of the environmental disaster in Avacha Bay.

In late September, Kamchatka grabbed both the domestic and international 
limelight in the wake of a massive death of seabed-dwelling organisms in the waters 
of Avacha Bay, which, as researchers later concluded, was caused by an abnormal 
bloom of microalgae.

At the same time, the Kamchatka disaster exposed numerous environmental 
problems in the region that had long gone unsolved. Above all, this includes burial 
sites for toxic waste on the coast of Avacha Bay, the lack of proper treatment for 
sewage drains in the region's capital, and the ships rusting in the bay. The incident 
reemphasized the urgent need to go beyond the regional confines and create a 
nationwide system of continuous environmental monitoring.

A comprehensive assessment of the situation resulted from the interaction between 
employees of WWF-Russia, Greenpeace, government authorities, and researchers.

The Fund sent a letter to the Board of Directors of Norilsk Nickel and to the 
President of the company, Vladimir Potanin, emphasizing their responsibility for 
the accident and offering recommendations on how to learn from it. WWF-Russia 
urged Norilsk Nickel to assume full responsibility for the environmental disaster 
and eliminate its consequences at the expense of the company.

In early February 2021, the ruling of the Arbitration Court of Krasnoyarsk Krai 
obligated Norilsk Nickel to pay 146 billion rubles for the environmental damage 
inflicted. 

© WWF-Russia © Viktor Nikiforov / WWF-Russia

When compiling the Rating of Environmental Transparency for Eurasian 
oil and gas companies, experts analyzed operations of 18 Russian companies 
with an oil and gas condensate production volume of over 2 million tonnes, as 
well as 14 enterprises from Kazakhstan (over 0.5 million tonnes/year) and two 
companies from Azerbaijan (over 0.1 million tonnes/year). Zarubezhneft topped the 
environmental transparency rating, followed by second-placed Surgutneftegaz and 
third-placed Lukoil. KazMunayGas remained the top Kazakh company for a third 
consecutive year, while BP led the boards in Azerbaijan. Gazprom showed the best 
growth rates in terms of disclosure. NOVATEK and Tatneft also stepped up their 
environmental performance.  

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/zagryaznenie-vod-na-kamchatke/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/zagryaznenie-vod-na-kamchatke/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/v-reytinge-otkrytosti-ekologicheskoy-informatsii-neftegazovykh-kompaniy-smenilis-lidery/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/v-reytinge-otkrytosti-ekologicheskoy-informatsii-neftegazovykh-kompaniy-smenilis-lidery/


WWF-RUSSIA 2020 75

 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022

Project for space monitoring of placer gold mining impact in the 
Russian Far East expanded 
Project for space monitoring of placer gold mining impact has seen significant 
expansion. Regions where monitoring had already been conducted for several years 
(Zabaikalsky Krai and Amur Region) were joined by Khabarovsk Krai, Primorsky 
Krai, Evreiskaya Province, and Kamchatka. 

Two hundred and five instances of river pollution were detected during the mining 
season, with contaminated areas stretching for a total of 6,650 kilometers. Two 
hundred and sixty appeals were submitted to regional and federal environmental 
regulatory agencies.  

Following the inspections carried out by state environmental authorities, 31 
warnings were issued to gold mining companies. Seventeen companies were fined 
for a total of over 3.6 million rubles. The total damage inflicted on the environment 
by seven companies exceeded 171.6 million rubles. Appeals from WWF-Russia led 
to the operations of three companies being temporarily suspended in line with court 
rulings. Early termination of the right to use mineral resources (placer gold mining 
license) was initiated toward one of the companies.

Systematic public environmental control using remote-sensing instruments helps 
detect instances of water pollution downstream the gold mining sites and in 
territories next to protected areas. 

Over 2,600 kilometers of rivers polluted in Krasnoyarsk Krai
WWF-Russia and the Ministry of Ecology of Krasnoyarsk Krai announced the 
results of the first large-scale public monitoring of river pollution incidents caused 
by the activities of gold-mining companies in 2020. Experts analyzed sections of 
rivers in Krasnoyarsk Krai, Tuva Republic, Republic of Khakassia, Altai Republic, 
Kemerovo Region, Republic of Buryatia, and Altai Krai. As a result, they studied 
a total of 188 images, identified river pollution downstream the gold mining sites 
with a length of 2,649 km, and detected 78 instances of complex river pollution 

The project is implemented 
by the Center for Satellite 

Monitoring and Civil Control 
in collaboration with the Rivers 

Without Borders international 
ecological coalition and with 

support of WWF-Russia, as part 
of the Presidential Grants Fund

Monitoring of gold mining in 
Krasnoyarsk Krai is conducted 

in collaboration with the Rivers 
Without Borders organization, 
as part of WWF's People for 
Nature project implemented 

with the support of the 
European Union and aimed 

at engaging the public in 
environmental protection

© WWF-Russia

GREEN FINANCE IN RUSSIA IS IN LINE WITH INTERNATIONAL 
CRITERIA AND STANDARDS AND IS NOT USED FOR GREENWASHING 
OF ECOLOGICALLY RISKY AND HARMFUL PROJECTS

Work launched on the strategy for 2018–2022
A financial mechanism to attract investment for green projects was created. 
Investment in green projects amounted to EUR 15 millio

Green bonds worth EUR 525 million were issued

Russia created a register of green bonds, 12 issues of green
bonds worth 140 billion rubles (EUR 1.5 billion)

The amount of green investments in Russia doubled compared to 2017

Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for the fiscal
years 2018–2022 and its current status

2018

2019

2020

2021

Green bonds register created in Russia
WWF presented a register created by the Infrastructure and Finance for Sustainable 
Development platform, INFRAGREEN. The register contains up-to-date 
information on the green bonds issued by Russian companies. In 2020, there were 
12 issues of green bonds worth 140 billion rubles. The register includes information 
on 20 bond issues in the field of sustainable development: 16 green and four social 
ones, worth a total of 216 billion rubles. The funds are used for implementing 
projects in the utilities and energy sectors, in transport, and in real estate. The 
independent register will allow investors, regulators, and other stakeholders to 
track the implementation of projects and environmental obligations of Russian 
companies.

The document was developed with the assistance of the CoLTI Center for 
Competence and Green Expertise — a platform for sustainable development and 
green finance created with active participation of WWF-Russia. 

CoLTI stands for Concessionaires 
and Long-Term Infrastructure 
Investors National Association 

(currently, Infrastructure 
and Finance for Sustainable 

Development, INFRAGREEN)

Green bonds are financial 
instruments associated with 
environmental/responsible 

assets and projects. Generally, 
green bonds are fixed-income 

securities aimed at raising 
funds for projects with specific 

environmental benefits

(including tributaries) following placer gold mining.  Official appeals to federal and 
regional environmental authorities were submitted for each pollution incident. 
Thanks to the cooperation of CSOs and environmental activists, the authorities were 
able to see the actual situation with the pollution of water bodies, including remote 
and hard-to-reach areas. The monitoring was carried out from June 1 to September 
30, 2020, using Landsat 8 satellite images, which are publicly available. WWF-
Russia received support from the employees of the Center for Satellite Monitoring 
and Civil Control.

2020 RESULTS 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/ekologi-zapustili-kosmicheskiy-monitoring-zolotodobychi-na-dalnem-vostoke/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/ekologi-zapustili-kosmicheskiy-monitoring-zolotodobychi-na-dalnem-vostoke/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/altay/eksperty-wwf-vyyavili-zagryazneniya-rek-nizhe-uchastkov-dobychi-zolota-protyazhennostyu-2649-km/
https://wwf.ru/en/peoplefornature/
https://wwf.ru/en/peoplefornature/
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
GOVERNANCE
WWF GOAL
Russia's legislative and governance systems ensure effective 
implementation of the WWF Conservation Strategy by 2022.

© Mikhail Paltsyn / WWF-Russia
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Work launched on WWF's Sixth Conservation Strategy Amendments were made 
to the law on protected areas and other laws that ensure effective conservation and 
management of ecosystems in priority ecoregions, in line with the requirements of 
NGOs.

Environmental NGOs in priority ecoregions do not have up-to-date information 
about these projects; they know little about the laws that can be applied to 
environmental protection. Success stories are unstructured

The first official draft law was prepared, incorporating WWF's proposals on the 
legal framework for protected areas with international status

Changes made to the federal law on protected areas help eliminate obstacles to the 
socio-economic development of settlements located within protected areas, without 
having to alter the borders of protected areas or exclude the settlements from those 
areas

411 representatives of 300 NGOs were educated on legislation and laws for 
environmental protection. A database was created of successful cases where such 
methods were used in NGO activities; it covers over 100 case studies. An effective 
system was created for monitoring and emailing draft laws and regulatory acts 
among NGOs; currently, emails reach 502 addressees

The law on protected areas sets the legal framework for protected areas with 
international status and provides for the establishment and management of 
protected marine areas.

Information is promptly tracked and shared among NGOs. An effective system was 
created for monitoring and emailing draft laws and regulatory acts among NGOs. 
100% of partner environmental NGOs in the ecoregions gained legal knowledge.

LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS NECESSARY FOR PROVIDING 
EFFECTIVE BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF 
RENEWABLE NATURAL RESOURCES ARE ADOPTED AND REFLECT 
WWF'S OPINIONS
Planned indicators for the WWF-Russia Environmental Strategy for the fiscal
years 2018–2022 and its current status

2018

2019

2020

2021

Changes made to the law on protected areas
WWF-Russia initiated changes in the text of the bill adopted in the third reading 
by the Russian State Duma and amending the Federal Law on Protected Areas 
and a number of other legislative acts. The text adopted in the first reading made 
it possible to redraw the boundaries of national parks for virtually any reason 
and without an environmental assessment. WWF sent letters to state authorities, 

The project was implemented with 
the support of the Presidential 

Grants Fund and aims to create new 
opportunities for NGOs to rely on the 

laws for environmental protection

411 ENVIRONMENTAL 
ACTIVISTS FROM 

300 NGOs GAINED 
NEW KNOWLEDGE 

ON USING LAWS FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION 

particularly to the State-Legal Directorate of the President of the Russian 
Federation, opposing the adoption of these amendments The final draft of the 
bill does not contain this PA-threatening article, and the provisions related to 
the removal of administrative barriers for the socio-economic development of 
settlements located within protected areas now extend beyond residents of national 
parks. The law also provides for mechanisms preventing construction and any 
activities that contradict the legal protection framework for protected areas.

Environmental NGOs grow their knowledge and expertise in 
applying existing laws to nature protection
WWF summarized the results of its project on developing the potential of 
environmental NGOs in the use of laws for environmental protection. 

During 18 months of the project, 411 representatives of 300 Russian NGOs have 
been trained at webinars organized by WWF. Twenty-eight online meetings 
highlighted the environmental rights of citizens and NGOs, conducting public 
evaluation, environmental impact assessment, establishment and registration of 
NGOs, liability for violations of environmental legislation, and other issues. Over 
the course of the project, more than a hundred examples of successful applications 
of environmental protection laws were collected. WWF-Russia and its partners 
interpreted satellite images and detected 205 instances of river pollution with 
suspended substances during placer gold mining. They submitted over 20 reviews 
with comments on draft bills to the relevant government agencies and departments.

WWF's project sparked new environmental initiatives in many Russian regions. 
NGOs that took part in the project gained knowledge, experience, informational 
and methodological support on using laws to protect the environment, conducting 
public environmental assessments, control and monitoring, participating in 
discussions of regulatory acts, and other methods of environmental protection.
As a result, the activities of environmental NGOs have become more effective, and 
they now act as equal partners when interacting with the state, businesses, experts, 
and other civil society institutions for protecting nature and the environmental 
rights of citizens.

2020 RESULTS 

 WWF OBJECTIVE FOR 2022
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INTERACTION WITH AUTHORITIES 

WWF and the Russian Federal Fishery Agency sign
a cooperation agreement
In December, Head of the Russian Federal Fishery Agency Ilya Shestakov and 
Director of WWF-Russia Dmitry Gorshkov signed a cooperation agreement on 
conservation of aquatic biological resources and their habitats. WWF-Russia 
will provide available expert information to subordinate scientific institutions 
of the federal agency and offer technical support in the implementation of tasks 
for creating the boundaries of fishery conservation areas. Among the principles 
of cooperation, a special point was made about engaging the public in solving 
problems of conservation and sustainable use of aquatic (marine and freshwater) 
biological resources. Today, public control is an effective tool for solving 
environmental problems. The trilateral dialogue between society, the state, and 
businesses is of utmost importance in tackling environmental challenges.

WWF-Russia and Kamchatka Administration
sign a cooperation agreement 
Director of WWF-Russia Dmitry Gorshkov and Kamchatka Governor Vladimir 
Solodov agreed to consolidate their efforts to protect the unique land and sea 
ecosystems of the region from various threats. A five-year cooperation agreement 
was signed in Moscow in December. The parties will work together on the following 
tasks: regional biodiversity conservation, implementation of advanced practices 
in environmental management, support of the regional system of protected areas, 
support of environmentally sustainable business initiatives, and improvement of 
existing methods of raising environmental awareness. WWF-Russia is also willing to 
offer expert evaluation and financial support when it comes to risk assessment and 
minimizing threats to the region's nature associated with implementation of long-
term economic development programmes. 

WWF-Russia and Anadyr Administration sign
a cooperation agreement
WWF-Russia and Anadyr Administration signed a cooperation agreement, 
suggesting close interaction in conservation efforts. WWF-Russia considers 
Chukotka a priority region of the Arctic. Several projects are being simultaneously 
implemented in the area, including creating regional protected areas, supporting the 
"Polar bear patrols" in coastal villages, and operationalizing the initiatives of local 
residents that will help them adapt to climate change. The signed document segues 
from the joint work on nature conservation in the region. 

Collaboration agreement between WWF-Russia and the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and the Environment of Murmansk
Region extended  
WWF-Russia extended the collaboration agreement with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the Environment of Murmansk Region. The three-year agreement 
includes a plan of action for the conservation of biodiversity, environmental 
education of the public, conservation and rational use of forests, bridling violations 
of environmental legislation, and development and support of a network of 
protected areas. 

WWF-Russia entered into an agreement with the Murmansk Tourism Committee. 
In the following three years, the parties will work together to develop and support 
the region's protected areas with high tourism potential. WWF is convinced that 
creating new protected areas must go hand in hand with regional development, 
including through ecotourism. 

A SPECIAL POINT OF 
AGREEMENT — 

ENGAGING THE PUBLIC 
IN SOLVING PROBLEMS 
OF CONSERVATION AND 

SUSTAINABLE USE OF 
AQUATIC BIOLOGICAL 

RESOURCES

WWF-RUSSIA 
CONSIDERS CHUKOTKA 
A PRIORITY REGION OF 

THE ARCTIC

2020 RESULTS 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/Regulirovanie/rosrybolovstvo-i-wwf-rossii-zaklyuchili-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/Regulirovanie/rosrybolovstvo-i-wwf-rossii-zaklyuchili-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/wwf-rossii-i-kamchatskiy-kray-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/kamchatka/wwf-rossii-i-kamchatskiy-kray-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve/
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WWF STAFF
AND BOARD
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WWF staff are professionals committed to the cause of conservation and are experts recognized in many fields 
of natural and social sciences. WWF-Russia has 143 employees. Fifteen of them hold PhDs and doctoral degrees. 
WWF-Russia is headquartered in Moscow. In addition to the preparation and implementation of conservation 
programmes, the staff is responsible for cooperation with state agencies and the scientific community, as well as 
continuous engagement with WWF supporters, business, and media. WWF's regional and project offices are based in 
Russia's priority ecoregions: Barents (Murmansk, Arkhangelsk, Naryan-Mar), Altai-Sayan (Krasnoyarsk), Northern 
Caucasus (Krasnodar), Kamchatka (Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky), Central Asia (Almaty). WWF also has a branch 
office in Vladivostok in the Amur ecoregion.

WWF-RUSSIA BOARD
The Board determines priority areas for WWF-Russia's
work and approves its conservation strategy, financial
plans, and reports.

SUPERVISORY BOARD OF WWF-RUSSIA
The Supervisory Board of WWF-Russia contributes to the development and support of the Fund. Considering the key 
activities of the Fund, its strategy, and projects, the Board members assist in attracting resources and raising funds for the 
implementation of environmental projects and achieving the Fund's mission.

WWF-RUSSIA BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees is a body of WWF-Russia that 
oversees its activities, decisions made by the Board, the 
Director, and the Executive Director of WWF-Russia, the 
implementation of such decisions, the use of the budget 
of WWF-Russia, and compliance with
the Russian legislation.

Vladislav Onishchenko, 
President of the Center
for Strategic Research.
Chair of WWF-Russia Board

Mikhail Kalyakin,
Director of the Zoological
Museum at Moscow State University

Nikolai Dontsov,
Member, Board of Trustees,
ITI Funds, ITI Capital. Co-owner
of the Turbina tourism website

Tatyana Nikulshina,
Independent Public Relations 
consultant, coach

Nikita Orlov,
Chief Financial Officer,
PJSC Megafon

Alexander Tynkovan, 
President of M.Video

Alexander Gogolev,
Senior Vice President, VTB

Aleksey Kortnev, 
musician and producer

Alyona Doletskaya,
journalist and publicist

Anna Kozlovskaya,
VP Corporate Communications at 
STADA, Russia and the CIS

Anton Komolov,
TV and radio host,
journalist

Yelena Abrosimova,
Chair of the Board of Trustees. Doctor 
of Law, Associate Professor. Head of 
the Department of Commercial Law 
and Fundamentals of Law, Faculty of 
Law, Lomonosov Moscow
State University

Leonid Grigoryev,
Head of the Department of World 
Economy, HSE

Nikolay Drozdov,
zoologist and zoogeographer, professor 
of Moscow State University, popular 
television host, traveler, screenwriter, 
and writer

Vladimir Pozner,
journalist and TV host

Vadim Kovalev,
First Deputy Executive Director, 
Association of Managers

Christopher Mouravieff-Apostol,
financier and philanthropist

Mikhail Fedorenko,
Entrepreneur and CEO,
Business Environment

Svetlana Mironyuk,
Head of Marketing and Business 
Development, PwC.

Naryan-Mar

Arkhangelsk

Moscow

Murmansk

Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky

Krasnodar

Almaty

Krasnoyarsk

Vladivostok

28

4

4

3

5

1

9

4

85

© Evgeny Egidarev / WWF-Russia



WWF-RUSSIA 2020 87

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE 
PUBLIC, BUSINESS,
AND SUPPORTERS

© Ilya Ordovsky-Tanaevsky / WWF-Russia
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WWF-RUSSIA SUPPORTERS 
Number of supporters:

2018 – 25 879
2019 – 25 103
2020 – 25 300

-5.37% +21.5%

+36%

0%0.8%

MEDIA PUBLICATIONS 
MENTIONING WWF-RUSSIA 
Number of publications:

2018 – 52 500
2019 – 59 600
2020 – 56 398*
* WWF-Russia has changed its
strategy for sharing information
and is focusing on sustainable
communication, opting for intensive
PR as opposed to extensive. The media
index (mentions of WWF-Russia
in top-rated media in prominent
positions) is prioritized over the total
number of publications. This strategy
helped increase WWF-Russia's media
index by 75% in 2020: the press began
wider and higher-quality coverage of
the Fund's activities.

WWF-RUSSIA WEBSITE 
2018 – 1,4 mln visits
2019 – 1,9 mln visits
Ten web projects (themed landing 
pages, educational courses, partner 
sites) were implemented in 2020.

CORPORATE PARTNERS OF 
WWF-RUSSIA 
Number of companies:

2018 – > 80
2019 – > 100
2020 – > 100 

WWF-RUSSIA ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
Number of followers:

2018 – 620 000
2019 – 987 904
2020 – 1 200 000

© Evgeny Egidarev / WWF-Russia
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WWF OFFICES:
GREEN SOLUTIONS
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WHAT WE DO:

Choosing environmentally 
responsible vendors, 
producers, and service 
providers

Choosing the double-sided 
option when printing

Using recycled and FSC-
certified paper

Reducing the consumption of 
water, heat, and electricity

Using cleaners and personal 
care products that are effective 
and environmentally safe

Educating staff members, 
supporters and corporate 
partners about an 
environmentally responsible 
lifestyle

Reducing the amount of 
printed materials in favor of 
electronic distribution of our 
publications

Reducing the number of 
business trips and replacing 
them with online conferences. 
WWF supports selected 
renewable energy projects 
that are internationally 
recognized and lead to 
beneficial social impacts.
The carbon emission 
reduction achieved through 
these projects is an offset for 
any air travel that our staff 
members have to undertake

In the near future, we will start 
building an 'eco-house' for our 
new office in Moscow. The project 
will employ state-of- the-art 
green technologies for energy and 
resource efficiency, as well as waste 
and emission reduction. Green 
building materials will be used
in the construction

Sorting waste and recycling 
paper, plastics, glass, metal, 
batteries, and fluorescent 
lamps

For the most part of 2020, all WWF-Russia offices worked remotely which helped significantly reduce our 
resource consumption. A total of 183 kilos of waste paper were recycled.

Using LED lamps instead of 
incandescent bulbs
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TOTAL:   1 396.7

EXPENDITURES
BY PROGRAMME,
MILLION RUBLES

502.9
Biodiversity 
conservation

149.2
Sustainable forest
management

9.8
Sustainable 
fisheries

26.3
Climate and 
energy

56.5
Green 
economy

32.3
Environmental 
governance

512.9
Ongoing projects*

54.6
Living Planet Programme 
(engagement with the public)

52.2
Administration

INCOME SOURCES,
MILLION RUBLES

TOTAL:   1 396.7

263.2
WWF International

136.4
WWF-Netherlands

84.8
WWF-Sweden

71
WWF-Germany

54.7
WWF-UK

42.7
WWF offices in other 
countries

10.1
Presidential 
Grant Foundation

124.3
Russian 
corporate 
sponsorshi

98.6
Individual 
donation

104.5
International 
Climate Initiative 
(Germany)

81.5
European Commission

34.6
Other governmental 
organizations

126.2
Foreign NGOs 
and private 
foundations

164.1
Other income

© Gleb Igrunov / WWF-Russia

* Ongoing projects are infrastructure projects implemented for over a year, for example, the construction of tourism
infrastructure in the Udege Legend National Park and the Amur Leopard Rehabilitation Center in Lazovsky Reserve.



WE ARE THE FIRST 
GENERATION THAT HAS 

A CLEAR PICTURE OF THE 
VALUE OF NATURE AND THE 

ENORMOUS IMPACT
WE HAVE ON IT. WE MAY ALSO 
BE THE LAST THAT CAN ACT TO 

REVERSE THIS TREND
#GENERATIONWWF

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature

19, bld. 3, Nikoloyamskaya st., P.O. Box 3, 109240 Moscow, Russia
tel.: +7 (495) 727 09 39 fax: +7 (495) 727 09 38
russia@wwf.ru
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