
3. Conservation of biodiversity conservation 
in commercial forests

Biodiversity conservation practices in commercial forests for wood 
harvesting originally implemented by certified companies are now 
included in the forestry regulations of 67 Russian regions, which 
covers more than 2/3 of Russian forests.

67
regions of Russia

2/3
of Russian forests

5. Expert capacity building for implementing 
sustainable forest management

Training of experts and preparation of edu-
cational materials (face-to-face and distance 
learning programmes, training courses and 
manuals, publication of “Sustainable Forest 
Management” magazine, identification and 
dissemination of best forestry practices).

70 issues of the Sustainable Forest Manage-
ment magazine issued as of end of 2022.

More than 5,000 copies of textbook “Fundamentals of Sustainable 
Forest Management” have been published and this discipline has 
been introduced into the curricula of 19 Russian forestry universities, 
as well as other publications.

70 issues

5,000 
copies
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universities

4. Forest management
The quality of forest management was recognized as an impor-
tant goal at the governmental level, which led to the development 
and implementation of new forest management standards in six 
forest regions. A number of large logging companies have already 
switched to these standards, which implies introduction of a full 
silvicultural practices including non-commercial thinning in young 
forest stands. Practically, this means an annual thinning on an area 
of 40 thousand hectares.

New forestry regulations that ensure effective 
management were adopted for 6 out of 41 for-
est regions with a total area of 106 million ha 
(11.5% of the total managed forest area).

Examples of companies that have switched 
to the new regulations – Ilim Group, Mondi 
Syktyvkar, Metsä Forest Podporozhye. 

6
forest regions

(106 million ha)

Change in area where  
thinning in young stands  
was implemented,  
hectares

6. Transformation of forest policy towards 
higher quality and responsibility in forest 
management

This includes the legality of wood supply chains, public engagement 
in forest management, consideration of local communities and  
Indigenous peoples, increasing the openness of information about 
forests, taking into account of forest ecosystem services. These are 
reflected in the regulation changes also.

Availability of information on forests
In general, the volume of publicly available forest data has in-
creased significantly in recent years. A number of regulations have 
been adopted to determine what forest information the authorities 
must provide, including on their websites.

Number of NGOs in ecoregions that cooperate with WWF  
to monitor the quality of forest management:

11
Caucasus

6
Barents

13
Altay

7
Amur 

HCVF website
The unique information portal HCVF.RU was created to support 
the protection of high conservation value forests through certifica-
tion, which provides to responsible forest companies and other 
stakeholders with data and tools to assess the presence and condi-
tion of HCVFs. 

Arkhangelsk

Krasnodar

Krasnoyarsk

Vladivostok
2. Area of sustainably managed forests
 The area of forests certified under FSC in Russia was over 
63 million hectares as of March 2022 – the largest of any country 
in the world. IKEA has not sourced wood from Russia since 
March 2022.
Due to contribution to the development of FSC standards and the quality of the certifica-
tion, FSC-certified forests are generally the most responsibly managed in the country. 
Certification has contributed to the transformation of forest companies and to the quality 
and integrity of forests.

WWF - IKEA Forest Partnership in Russia for 20 years 
Major Achievements 2002-2022

1. Conservation of Valuable Forests and 
Intact Forest Landscapes

26 million ha ≈ 
area of New Zealand

Voluntary logging ban 
agreements with companies

1,99 million ha
0,49 million ha

9,86 million ha

4,78 million ha

0,4 million ha
6,16 million ha

2,52 million ha

Voluntary logging ban agreements with companies
Establishment of new protected areas

Establishment of new specially protected forest zones
Linden and oak protected forests
Leased forest conservation areas

Strengthening protection of protective forest
Additional identification of HCVF during FSC certification

A total of 26 million hectares including:

Total number of companies 
with logging ban agreements  

in force – 67

Protection of valuable forests, the 
most important for the conservation 
of biodiversity and climate stability 
is ensured on an area of 26 million 
hectares through the establishment 
of protected areas and implementation 
of other effective area based 
conservation measures.

67
companies with 

agreements

Regions where biodiversity 
conservation is included in the 
forestry regulations

FSC-certified areas

Areas for which there are 
voluntary logging ban 
agreements with companies

Forest regions in which the new 
effective forest management 
regulation is in force

Locations of regional WWF 
offices that were involved  
in the project


