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Sergey Rafanov,  
the head of the 
Kamchatka Bering Sea 
Ecoregional Office 

Dear friends and colleagues! 
The first four months of the year left 
contradictory feelings. On the one hand, we didn’t 
succeed in persuading Gazprom to take part in a 
round table and discuss with the public problems 
resulting from the gas pipeline in Kamchatka. On 
the other hand, mining companies expressed 
willingness to cooperate and follow our Best 
Management Practices recommendations. 
Driftnet fishing is not banned yet, but we 
managed to organize public hearings regarding 
Total Allowable Catch of salmon for the second 
year in a row. Because of our and our partners’ 
efforts, new fishing regulations were enforced. 
With reference to driftnet fishing it means, that, 
starting from this year, the driftnet fishing season 
will be shorter. 

Kamchatka took part in Earth Hour for the sixth 
year in a row. This year, the event was widely 
supported by businessmen and the local 
administration. On Saturday March 29, outer 
illumination was switched off in all administrative 
buildings and large buildings in the center of 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. Earth Hour was 
supported by local broadcasting stations. 

All this shows, that our job in the region is far 
from being over, but with support of our friends 
and partners from the Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation, Citi Foundation, Wild Salmon 
Center, Pacific Environment and the public we 
make decisive steps on the way to preserve 
Kamchatka’s natural resources for future 
generations to enjoy. 
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Concerns of driftnet fishing were discussed 

in Kamchatka. Public hearings related to 

driftnet fishing took place in Elizovo city in 

Kamchatka on April 10. The representatives 

of legislative power of the region, 

members of conservation NGO’s and 

scientists were among the hearings’ 

participants.  

The documents presented by the public 

will be sent to the Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Ecology. 

A year ago the same meeting in 

Kamchatka raised the subject to the 

height of the Federation Council in 

Moscow.  As a result, new fishing 

regulations were signed. According to that 

document, the driftnet fishing season is 

slightly shortened. Driftnet fishing in the Exclusive Economic Zone of 

Russia is now prohibited until May 31 (earlier, the prohibition ended on 

May 1). This is just one of many limitations on which WWF-Russia 

insisted. The change of the driftnet fishing season will help to reduce 

pressure on scanty king salmon and immature sockeye salmon. 

 

 

It’s the first step 
on the way to a complete ban of driftnet fishing in Russia, - 

says Sergey Korostelev, the Marine Program Coordinator 

of the Kamchatka Bering Sea Ecoregional Office. – We will go 

on to demand new limitations, which will help to save birds 

and sea mammals and lower pressure on salmon 

populations. I must say, that nowadays not only ecologists 

support our ideas. Many politicians and the public are 

united in the matter. 

 

More info: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12290 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12294 

 

DRIFTNET FISHING AND 
THE TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH  

  
©
 S
e
rg
e
y
 V
a
k
h
ri
n
 /
 W
W
F
-R
u
s
s
ia

 

 



 WWF-Russia Kamchatka Office Quarterly Review page 5 
 

North-East Atlantic and Far East fish 

industry supports environmentally 

responsible fishing. WWF-Russia and the 

Long-line Fishery Association signed several 

cooperation agreements. These agreements 

will provide an opportunity to maximize the 

cost-effectiveness of aquatic biological 

resources usage with minimal impact on the 

ecosystem of the sea. Achieving these results 

will help the modernization of fishing gear, 

research, introduction of modern methods of 

monitoring, and management of the fishery. 

The representatives of WWF-Russia and the 

Long-line Fishery Association will organize 

seminars for fishermen, several of which 

already took place in Petropavlovsk and 

Vladivostok and were visited by 

approximately 80 listeners. During the 

seminars, fishermen were told about 

streamers and their efficiency for long-line fishing boats and bird 

bycatch mitigation. However, vessel crews are quite volatile. New crew 

members have to spend some time learning how to use streamers 

correctly. That’s why workshops turn out to be very helpful. 

More info: 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12332 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12156 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12150 

 

WWF-Russia sent a letter, concerning 

construction of a hydropower plant on the 

Zhupanova River, to Yury Trutnev, 

Presidential Envoy to the Far Eastern 

Federal District. 

WWF-Russia’s specialists recommended 

revisiting the necessity of the project, 

which is still very doubtful. They pointed 

out, that should the project be 

implemented, the trade-off benefits won’t 

be equal to the environmental losses. The 

Zhupanova River is a place which is a 

spawning ground for five species of 

salmon, and the surroundings of the river 

are the natural habitat for brown bear, 

wolverine, lynx, otter, mink, fox, reindeer, 

LONG-LINE FISHERY 
AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 
RESPONSIBLE FISHING  
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ZHUPANOVA 
HYDROPOWER PLANT  
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sable, Steller’s sea eagle, gyrfalcon, peregrine falcon, rock capercaillie 

and many others birds and animals. All these species will become 

victims of a new power plant, if it is constructed. The recreational 

potential of the river will also be lost. 

At the same time, it’s possible to improve power supply system, which 

exists already on the peninsula, to meet the needs of the local 

population. 

 

The head of the Kamchatka Ecoregional 

office of WWF-Russia, Sergey Rafanov, 

became a member of the Public Council 

under the Ministry of Economic 

Development of Kamchatka. 

The Public Council is a deliberative assembly. It can draw up 

recommendations and present them to the minister. Two times a month 

representatives of educational and conservation organizations, and 

fishermen’s and builders’ associations gather to discuss questions of 

economic development, which in many cases is closely connected with 

ecological problems. 

Through the Public Council, WWF-Russia will encourage a thorough 

analysis of investment strategy, an integrated approach in marine and 

coastal area management, and development of small enterprises which 

are oriented towards collecting and marketing non-timber forest 

products. 

 

WWF-Russia advised “Interminerals, Ltd.” 

to assess the circumstances of developing the 

mining field Ametistovoe more thoroughly. 

In March, WWF-Russia sent 

“Interminerals, Ltd.” a letter with 

suggestions and remarks concerning a 

draft environmental impact assessment 

(EIA).  

The letter contains comments, questions 

and advice of scientists, which will be 

important to follow. One of the hardships, 

however, is that Ametistovoe is situated in 

a rather remote area close to Koryakskiy 

preserve. Mining, which involve 

explosions, can cause changes in soil 

cover quality and plant species 

composition. It’s also necessary to assess the disturbance caused by 

noise impact, hydrodynamic shock, and traffic activity during spawning 

and nesting periods. 

PUBLIC COUNCIL 
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

MINING REGULATION  
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There was not a word about public hearings, held specifically for 

discussion of this project, in the EIA documents. According to 

Internminerals, the necessity of public hearings would be evaluated 

later, after consultation with representatives of the European Bank of 

Reconstructions and Development (EBRD). EBRD is considered to be 

the main creditor for the project. 

As a reply to the WWF letter, the representatives of “Interminerals, 

Ltd.” agreed mostly with all WWF-Russia’s demands and will revise the 

EIA documentation. 

More info: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12216 

 

Citi Foundation and WWF-Russia 

announced that the joint micro-financing 

project will continue. 

Citi Foundation has been working 

together with WWF-Russia for several 

years to promote alternative livlihoods. 

More than a thousand people became 

involved in the joint project. Some of 

them received financial support, others 

took part in numerous workshops, and 

the rest became employees at the newly 

established operations.  

Cooperation is aimed at small, 

ecologically oriented business 

development in remote regions of Altai 

and Kamchatka. In those parts of Russia, 

poaching has become a source of subsistence and income for many 

families. To prevent poaching in those areas and give people a legal 

source of revenue, WWF-Russia and Citi Foundation will spend five 

million rubles this year.  

 

In 2013, WWF-Russia and Citi Foundation started the joint project in 

Kamchatka. We received 10 applications from 28 families from many 

regions of the peninsula, - says Sergey Rafanov, the head of the 

Kamchatka ecoregional office of WWF-Russia. - All of them received 

good appraisal, but some of them must be reconsidered. Only four 

applications were granted so far. It means ten families will receive 

financial business support from Citi Foundation by the end of spring. 

Other applicants will take part in the second phase of the project, 

which has just started. 

More info: 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12272 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12186 

WWF and CITI  
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American scientists told Russian students 

about fishery management in Alaska.  

WWF-Russia and Kamchatka State 

Technological University held a unique 

workshop. 

About 150 participants took part in a two-

day workshop entitled “Fishery 

management in Alaska”. It was held by 

Kamchatka State Technological 

University (KSTU) with support from 

WWF-Russia. Among the participants 

were students and lecturers of KSTU, 

scientists from the Kamchatka Fisheries 

and Oceanography Research Institute, 

scientists from the Kamchatka branch of 

the Pacific Institute of Geography, and 

representatives of conservation organizations. In addition, some of the 

guests, who learned about the lectures online, were even coming from 

outlying regions of the peninsula.   

The two guest lecturers were Gunnar Knapp – Director and Professor of 

Economics, Institute of Social and Economic Research, University of 

Alaska Anchorage - and Megan McPhee – Assistant Professor, 

University of Alaska Fairbanks, Fisheries Division. They shared their 

knowledge on the main subjects, which are important for the North 

Pacific fishing industry.  

 More info: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12324 

 

WWF-Russia helped Kamchatka State 

Technological University (KSTU) develop 

additional educational materials and publish a 

new textbook for their students. The book is written by a 

group of scientists from KSTU and Southern Scientific 

Center of the Russian Academy of Science. The textbook, 

entitled “Stock status assessment and fishery management” 

was the result of many years’ work. The book does not 

attempt to assess all peculiarities of stock status assessment 

and fishery management recommendations, however, it 

gives a thorough analysis of guidelines, which scientists 

should follow in their work. Three commercial species were 

given as examples in the book: pollock, herring and saury. 

The species are very different in their life history, habitat and 

population growth conditions. That demands a fishery 

specialist to use a wide range of methods. 

The authors hope that the book will also encourage students 

to discover new, more efficient methods of analysis. 

A UNIQUE WORKSHOP  
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PROPER TEXTBOOKS  
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